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TO THE PUBLIC, 



'TPHE known Importance of the prefent Sefllon 
-*" of Parliament, during which, from the cri- 
tical and highly interefting fituation of public affairs, 
fubjeds of the firft magnitude muft neceifarily ^be 
brought imder difcuflion in the TwoHoufes, induced 
perfons, enterprifing in fpirit, and anxious to folicit 
the favour of the Public by efforts to merit it, to 
apply to the Editor to join them in an undertaking, 
which, if well executed, could fcarcely fail of at- 
tracting general notice, and engaging general atten- 
tion. Habituated, unremittingly, to vifit the foun- 
tain-head of the bed fources of political information, 
and feeling it mortifying altogether to forego the 
fatisfadion he had for fo many years derived from 
attendance, where, by the courtefy and liberal cuf- 
tom of modem times, it was admitted, with little. 
or no reftraint, the Editor liftened to the propofition j 
but his promptitude to accept it was checked by the 
recolledion of the extreme fatigue that returning to 
Vol. L " ^A hig 



his old line of fervice would occafion ; wlien, frotil 
a variety of natural caufes, he was lefs able than at 
earlier periods of his life to encounter it ; and he felt 
a ftill ftronger reafon for entertaining doubts on the 
propriety of his committing himfelf to a refponfi- 
bility, which no fingle individmrl, who meant to eo* 
deavour to do juftice to the Public and himfelf^ could 
anfwer. His difficulty, after no inconfiderable de- 
gree of reafoning, was folved by the plan being fug- 
gefted of giving Mm afliftants, fo as to lighten his 
labour, and afford him an opportunity of rendering 
the whole work, by his rcvifion, as far as his abilities 
would allow, more correfl and better entitled to the 
public notice. 

Candour and faimefs the Editor has ever deemed 
due to thofe who thought him worthy their counte* 
nance ; and therefore it is, that he has ftated circum- 
(tances, in the narrative of which he may appear, 
perhaps, too much " the heto of his own little talej" 
but he is willing to face that imputation, when he 
refleds that his motive cannot be confidered as im^ 
proper or queftionable« 

The Debates that occur in the Houfe of Commons^ 
the Houfe of the Reprefentatives of the People, have 

generally 
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genendly moft materially interefted the public attexv 
lion ; and the circumftance is not at all to be woa- 
dered at, becaufe the bulk of Britifh fubjefts are in 
the higheft degree anxious to fee bow queftions are 
parllamentarily difcu0ed and (Ufpofed of, in the de- 
cifion of which, their individual property, is likely 
to be moft immediately affeded. Hence the newf- 
papers are full of reports of what pafles in the Houfe 
of Commons, and their accounts of the debates ia 
the Houfe of Lords are generally leis ample and 
fatisfadory. A variety of other fubordinate reafons 
operate to caufe (his eflfed, and thofe reafons havf 
not unfrequently operated on the Editor, while he 
continued a newfpaper reporter. 

In the plan of the prefent work, his intention is 
Co keep the favourite obje£k of the Public, viz. the 
Debates in the Houfe of Commons, fully before them, 
to have them reported as amply and as ably as pofll- 
fole, and to take care that impartiality is ftridlly pre* 
ferved : But a great portion of this department will 
primarily reft with his ailiftants, becaufe he carnot 
engage to be conftantly prefent where the extreme 
and unavoidably length of attendance mi^^ht materia 
ally prejudice his health, and prematurely deprive 
his family of the benefit of his exiftence. In the 
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Houfe of LordS) vKere argiui»ent8 altogether new la 
themfelves^ generally of equal, and fomethnes of 
greater weight and importance than thoft urged in 
the Houfe of Commons, are advanced, bvc efcape 
the notice of the Public, hc'intend$ to pay particular 
attention. 

By this arrangement he hopes to open' to the 
teader a new field of information, and be able to 
Amiiih a fydem of Reports, more comprelienfWe ia 
its defign, and more complete in its execution, thati 
any to which their nofice has been lately in^ted. 



Feb. 1, 1794 



ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE READER, 

T T may not be unneceflary to bring to the public 
-■• mind the recolledion of the peculiar fituation in 
which the Seffion of Parliament commenced, on 
the opening of which the foRowing Debates have 
arifen. The French Republic had declared war 
againft Great Britain early in the la(l year, and Britifh 
troops were inftantly fent for the prote£lion of Hoi* 
land, under the command of his Royal Highnefs the 
Duke of York. AdditionaFfupplies were from time 
to time furnifhed, and in conjun£tion with the Dutch, 
the Auflrjans, and the Pruilians, the campaign com- 
menced, and was for a confiderable time carried on 
with great fplendour and fuccefs. Holland was ref- 
cued from the imminent danger that threatened her, 
manyiignal vidories were gained by the Allies, feveral 
important places, of which the French had pofleffed 
themfelves, were recovered, and fome ftrong towns 
upon the frontier of France were taken. The 
RoyaliRs in the French interior appeared in arms, 
refilled and attacked their tyraimic rulers; Toulon fell 
into the hands of the Britifh and Spanifh forces;, and 
in different quarters of the globe the Allies had 
3 reafon- 
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iof the war with unabating vigour and fpiric. By a 
temperate perolal of die arguments advanced by dif- 
ferent Gentlemen in fupport df their different opinions, 
the Public will be beft enabled to form a judgment 
for themfelyes, and to that judgment we b^ leare 
humbly to fubmit thefe Reports. 



WOODFALL'S 

PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 



rUESDAT, JANUARrHy 1794. 

PURSUANT to bi8 Majcfty's Royal Prodwiation, the 
Three Mates, conftkuting the Seventeenth Parliament 
ol' Great BritaiiH aflembled at Weftminfter, when the Fourth 
Seffion of the fame was opened with the ufuai folemntties for 
the defpatch of public buflnefs. 

At a quarter pad three o'clock his Majefty came down td 
tlie Hoiife -of Peers, and being feated on the Throne, and tht 
Commons attending, hie Majefty was jdeaTed to open thd 
SefEon with the following moft gracious Speech : 
** My Lords and Gintkmm, 

'* The circumftances under which you are now aflembled 
^ require your moft ferious attention. 

" We are engaged in a contcft, on the iflue of which de«* 
^ pend tlie maintenance of our conftitution, laws, and reli- 
^ gion ) and the fecttrity of all civil fociety. 

*^ Tou muft have obferved with fatisfaf^ion, the advantages 
" which have been obtained by the arms of the Allied Powers, 
'^ and the change which has taken place in the general fi'tua* 
" tion of Europe fince the commencement of the war. The 
" United Provinces have been protefted from invafion; the 
" Auftrian Netherlands have been recovered and maintained'; 
^ and places of confiderable importance have been acquired 
" on the frontiers of France. The recapture of Mcntz, and 
" the fubfequent fucceflcs of the Allied Armies on the Rhine, 
•* have, nocwithftanding the advantages recently obtained b7 
^' the enemy in that quarter, proved highly beneficial to the 
" common caufe. Powerful efforts have been madeJ»y My 
" Allies in the (bcvth of Europe ; the temporary pofleffton of 
" the town and port of Toulon has greatly diftrefled the ope- 
•* rations of My enemies ; and in the evacuation of that place, 
" an important and decifive Wow has been given to their 
*' naval power, by the diftinguifiied conduct, abilities and 
'^ fpirit of My commanders, ciSocrs, and forces, both by Tea 
« and land. ... 

V6L.1. B «« The 
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The Lord Chancelhr^ from tfie ^i^oolfack, then read His M^- 
jelly's Speech, and the Clerk afterwards at the table. 

Lord Stair arofe, and apologized for his inabitky to acquit 
hinifelf in a manner adequate^ to the occaOon. Hts Ix>rd{hip 
faidy he felt it not only to be his duty, but that of every man at 
the prefent important crijisy generally to imprefs and enforce 
the fentiments contained in his Majefty's moft gracious 
Speech« He proceeded to draw a piflure of the pre^t pof- 
tore of affairs in Great Britain and France* When he con- 
iidered the misfortunes of a neighbouring country, where 
the miferies naturally attendant on anardiy and con- 
fttfion continued to prevail, and contemplated the fecurity 
afforded hj the laws and the conftitution of England, his 
Lordfiiip feid, he conceived that it would hi degrading in 
the extreme to his country, to draw a comparifon between tiie 
two nations. It was, indeed, unneceflary to (ay a fingle word 
on the advantages which the people of Great Britain en- 
joyed above thofc of all other countries. With refpcA to the 
fentiments breathed in his Majcfty's moft gracious Speecli, 
they were fuch as muft meet the approbation of their I^ord- 
(hipSi when they confidered the ftate of affairs with refpedl 
to France at the period when we engaged in the war, and 
what it was at prefent. When, in confequcnce of the ag- 
greflion of the French, we originaHy engaged in hoftilities 
againft that d3fl;ra£ted country, fhe was in poffeflion of the 
Auftrian Netherlands, had taken Nice and Savoy, a great 
part of the Palatinate, and threatened Italy with invafion. 
The other Powers of Europe were fliockcd and aftoniftied at 
her fchemcs of ambition and aggrandizement, but, infpired by 
our interference, thofe Powers, with the additional hopes of 
retribution, engaged in the common caufe of civilized fociety, 
and proceeded to profccute the war againft France with vi- 
gour. The Netherlands in confequence were recovered, and 
Valenciennes, which the National Convention admitted to be 
the key to France, furrendercd to the combined efforts of the 
Allies, and the brave and fpirited exertions of the Britifti. 
Defeated on the Rhine, driven from Alface, their armies 
deftroyed, Valenciennes in the hands of the Auftrians, and 
the Southern Provinces exhauded; in fuch a fituation, we 
could not furely hefitate to profecute the war with vigour. 
And as a further ftimulus for the profecuting another cam- 
paign, it (hould be remembered, that we have got a footing in 
8t. Domingo, which, under the prefent able admin iftration, 
he had little doubt would be foUowed by tlic complete conqueft 
6 . of 
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of that great and Taluablc iflsuid. In addition^ hisLordfhip 
iaid, be did not beUeve at this moment, that the Freneh fiag 
wxs flying in any one of che FrezKrh fettkments in the £aft 
Indies ; and he muft briefly remark^ that the fituation of the . 
war at prefent bove the moit profpenms and hopeful afpeA for 
this country. The fuccefs of the Britifh navy next demanded . 
their Lordihips attention. Since the memorable battle of 
La Hogue, a more diftinguifhed or brilliant maritime enter** 
prife had not been atchxeved, than that at Tonlon by Lord. 
Hood ; not that the a&ir of La Hogue was in any degree of - 
aatiooal importance to be compared to what this country had 
gained by the burning the enemy's ihips at Toulon, and* 
bringing feveral away in triumph. The deftru£lion of the 
arfeoal and naval (tores of the fecond feapon in France was a 
circumftance that (he could not repair for years. It muft ne^* 
cdTtfily cripple her navy for the prefent and for years to 
come, and prove the moft fatal blow that ever was ftnick at 
the French marine. Thefe were fa£b that muft have great 
ve^t with their Lordibips, and imprefs on their minds the 
fendments contained in his. Majefty's moft gracious Speech^ 
and the impolicy of relinquifliing a war in which France had 
foflfertd a greater feries of^ mifchiefs than fhe had experienced, 
in any preceding war. It could not but be a pleafing con* 
fideration for their Lordihipa, that, while the French were 
thus crippled in their navy, ours had fuffered little or no* 
dung J in fa£^» our marine was never on a more refpeAabl/:- 
footing, nor better able to prote£^ onr coafts and trade from 
' the depredations of our enemies. Another flattering objed 
I of contemplation to their I^rdihips and the whole kingdom,.* 
the Earl faid, muft be theftriking contraft pre fen ted by a view 
of the internal ftate of the two countries. In France we could 
I only caft our eyes on a pifture of anarchy, blood, tyranny, 
I :ind min : Agriculture and manufa£^ures at a ftand : Com* 
merce difabied, and almoft whoHy deftroyed: Property no 
longer fafe, and private cafe utterly at an end, ' In Great Bri-' 
tain all the bleffings of a free conftitution, enjoyed in their ut- 
! moft extent : Agriculture and manufa£lure flouriflxing, our 
commerce vigorous and increadng^ and although our manu* 
fa£^ure9 had, as the neceflary and inevitable confequence of 
war, received fome temporary c) eck, new markets were of-j 
fering themfelves, and new pro.pe^s of advaniage arifing. 
Above all, it was to be remembered, that our revenue rather 
increafed than diminifhed, even under the acknoift'^ledged pref-^ 
fares and dif&culties of war. His Lordfliip, therefore, tlat^ 
tered himfelfj that the Houfe would be unanimous in accord-^ 

ing 
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iMg with hi» Majefty -in his fentiments; fince Great Britain 
had now the power of crufliing France, and preventing her 
for years from troubling Etirope. Her rulers, he obfcrved, 
had zGttd with the moil: unparalleled barbarity in their own 
country, marking their progrefs uniformly witli cruelty, and 
devaftation; they had razed Lyons, the firft manufaduring 
town in France ^ they had determined that Toulon ihould 
(hare the {ame-fate; but they fpared Bourdeaux, on coudition 
that every man of property (hould deliver up that property^ 
under the pain of being nTiaiTacied if he concealed. his riches. 
La Vendee^ one of the moft fertile provinces of France, was 
vfithotU a haife or a human creature^ and every inhabitant at- 
tached to loyalty had fallen a vi£^im to his principles. For 
twenty miles round that rich provmce had been ravaged ; and 
throughout France there was no fecurity for either liberty or 
life. Manufacturers were torn from their looms, and fent to 
the war; and the grain was feizedfrom the poor, who ,werc 
left to ianguifti and ftarve, while their property, and tho 
means of exiftence, were . feized and diftributed among tlie 
troops. In addition to thefe afflidlions, ' her internal trade 
was deftroyed; he wiihed, therefore, to afk the advocates 
for peace how it was pofiiblfi, that a country, thus diftrefTed) 
and fo fituated, could carry on iai. war againii the combined 
powers and riches of Europe ? JR^eveouc, he infiited, flic had 
not; and if {he had, there were none who dare coIleQ the 
intpofts. Her lands had been fold and re-fold by her^rulers ; 
a fecond time they had plundered her churches ; and as to 
Ae forced levies, many had relu£lantly left Paris, but there 
were few who would return. War, he confefled, ihould not 
be the obje£t of a commercial country; it was. what every 
prudent and good itatefman ihould avoid ; but there were 
oafes in which it would be madnefs not to have recourfe to 
this extremity. And here he requefted the attention o£ their 
Lordihips, wnile he obferved, tliat though our manufa£lures 
might receive a. temporary check in confequence of the lofs 
of the French markets, and the ilate of Europe on the coDti- 
nen(, yet Spain, and every nation at war againft France, .was 
>open to oirr manufactures, which would more than compen- 
fate for the . loiles fuftained in confequence* of the exiiting 
hoiliiities with that country. His LordQiip faid, he had 
been affured, by thofe who were the beil enabled to give 
him information on the fubjeCi, that our trade to the Eail 
Indies was more productive than at any former period. Who 
then, he aiked, would call upo;i the nation to relax in her 
efibtts to fubdue a nation> that had almod, from the wicked* 

ncfs 
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neis of her own rulers, fobdued hcrfclf ? Was there any 
noble* Lord, who, for the fake of 'a momentary and delufive 
repoft, would rift the future fecurity of a permanent peace ? 
who, he aiked, would venture to wifh for peace, when the 
confequences might be the . introduction of anarchy and con* 
fufion into this happy country? If France were to depart 
from her recently avowed principles, if ihe would difavow her 
declared defign of meddling with the conftitution and go- 
vernment of other nations, every friend to his country would 
utrifli to make peace with her ami leave her to herfelf ; but in 
the prefent (ituation of affairs, he was convinced that nothing 
but the moil vigorous perfevcrance would fecure permanent 
tranquillity, and prevent the mifchiefs with which, by .a 
premature ceflatibn from hoftilities, this country was me- 
naced. Impreifed with thefe ideas, and approving of every 
fentiment exprefled in the Speech from the throne, his 
Lordfbip moved an Addre&y which was, as ufual^ the echi9 
of the Speech. . . , 

Lord Auckland feconded tlie Addrefs; His Lotdflaip apo* 
logized for riling fo foon after having a feat in the Houfe» 
and upon an occafion of unexampled importance.. He faid^ 
.that he fhould be obliged in the courfe of his fpeech to advert 
to the crimes and calamities with which, for infctutable pur- 
pofes. Providence had been pleafed to afflid the age .and part 
of the globe in which we live \ but that he would fpciik of 
thofe crimes and calamities without afperity and without 
epithets; they had been fuch as .to beggar language and to 
baffle defcription« Nor would he' enter into details. The 
miferies.and madneiTes of France had too long engrofied all 
thoughts and all converfations \ he bad nothing new to fay 
refpcdiing them. - • . . 

Hj^ great obje£l: would be, to appreciate the whole of our 
fituation ; to look It fully in the face, to examine it in all its 
parts; to extenuate nothing; to aggravate nothing. If it 
were well and properly underftood, his opinion of it was 
fuch, that he could rcpofe himfelf for the rcfult with checr- 
fulnefs and confidence on the wifdom of Parliatnent, on. the 
good fenfp of the people in general, and, above aU things, on 
that pre-eminence of public virtue, on that genuine attachment 
to the conftitution, which are fo remarkable in the prefent 
crifis. ' • . 

In performing the tafk which he had impofedoh himfelf. 
It would be neceflary for him to recapitulate our advantages, 
to examine our difficulties, and to advert to the different 
lines of condu£l poiTible to be adopted ; ' af^r whick be 

would 
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would turn to the favourabk part of the profpcO, Ac ground* 
of confidence and of juft' hope: 

HoIIaiic! h^d been refcued; Frankfort, Mentc, the Prin- 
cipality of Lttffl^, had been recovered ; many fignal viftorics 
had been gainei! •, fomc ftrong frontier places of great im- 
portance had been taken ; our armies had been ftrengthened ; 
^^nd fevcral powers had acceded to our alKance in fdpport of 
ti caufe wtiich afleds tlic honour and efiential interefts of 
every eftabliftied government. Many of the foreign poilcf- 
lions of France had ceafed to belong to her, and perhaps it 
was not too much to fay, that England has it in her power 
to appropriate to herfelf as many of them, great and valualble 
Tis they arc, as ihc may think expedient. 
' At fea, our commerce had bceh protcftcd ; that of the 
enemy had been annoyed. Our naval force, which by Ac 
peace fyftem was very low when the war broke out, had 
been increafcd more than had ever been known in any one 
year of any former war, and was beyond all comparifon fu- 
pcrior to that of the enemy : And the blow which had lately 
been given to France in the Mediterranean, in thofc fcas 
where the French fleet lately rode paramount, was fuch as 
in ordinary times would have been reckoned an ample com- 
|)cnfation for the expenfes of a campaign. 

If the review could ftop here, we might well cxpcft the 
immediate return of that tranquillity, in the plac^ of which. 
Trance had fo long prefcntcd a hideous dream of fedition, 
rapine, and maflacrc. It was, however, nccciTary to look to 
the pofition of the enemy, and to the means lately invented 
of raifing an armed force by the operation of popular terror. 
He faw that invention with uncafinefs, but not with de- 
fpondency : He thought it terrible, bccaufc it could not be 
imitated DV any nation retaining cither the principles or the 
praftice or law and humanity : But a little time might Qiow> 
that it carried with it its own antidote ; tliat it cxhaufted the 
nation which had recourfc to it ; that it could not cafily be 
mepcated ; and that it prepared the minds of men for a more 
rational form of government. He was difpofed to render 
jufticc to the talonts of the French leaders, who certainly 
nad fliown abilities in theit combination againft God and man, 
againft thcrdigton and liberties of the world. But the in- 
vention to which he now adverted was the fruit of their 
crimes, and not of their ingenuity. Their fituation required 
fomc defperatc and unheard-of exertion. They had made 
terror the order of the day, and by the aid of imprifonmcm, 
confifcation, and murder, had intimidated all r efiftanee, filled 

their 
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their treafuries, and crowded their armies. Thej had fent 
forth thofe crowds with terror and famine in their rear^ and 
with the licence of unbounded plunder in their front* Other 
ages had fecn mighty empires over-ruh by hordes of barbarians ; 
k was rcferved for the prefent age to fee thofe hordes compof* 
ed) not> as heretofore, of wretched and ignorant fnultitudes : 
The hordes of the prefent day fuperadd to the ferocity and 
energy of favage life, the arts and improvements of modem 
war, the abufe of the invention of printing, force of Ian* 
guage, and all the word corruptions of poliilied fociety : It 
was referved for the prefent age to fee armies compofed by 
concentrating all the excefles of infubordination and anarchy. 
An army of robbers and murderers M^as the word of all ene» 
mies. Solong as fuch a foree could be kept together it was 
perhaps no paradox to fay that the progrefs and refult of 
the war would not entirely depend on the number of our vie* 
tories, or on the extent of our fuccefles. 

Here then the queftion would arife, whether any othet' 
line of condud could be recommended, than that of in-"^ 
creafed vigour and exertion^ ftated \>y his Majefty in his' 
Speech, and approved in the Addrefs, Was there any di(^ 
continuance or relaxation of our efforts which could do 
iKore than produce a (hort and precarious int^rv4 of delufive ' 
rcpofe? 

Would it be poflible for any noble Lord to recommend z 
negotiation for peace ? He felt an impatience in the mere men» 
tion of fuch an hypothefis, which he confidered as an extreme * 
both of folly and of diflionour. With whom pould we make 
a compad r With men who by the perfidious feizure of 
our merchants' property, contrary to the commercial treaty^ ' 
had ihewn that they difrcgarded compafls ; with men who 
have fet at defiance every f^cred obligation, that had hitherto 
formed the bonds and good faith of fociety ? What mi* 
nifter, on the faith of a treaty with fuch men, would advif^ • 
the King to difarra f What miniller, for the fake pf fuch s» 
treaty, would abandon all the conquefts which we now 
have witliin our grafp ? France has declared that Ihe would 
build a large navy : Will you then, with your prefent fuperS*. 
ority, withdraw your fleets, and open her ports, that flie may ' 
obtain naval (lores and the means of carrying her threats ' 
into execution ? But there was another objcftion ? The leading 
regicides cannot make a peace, they have no fecurity but in 
keeping the unhappy people, whom they are governing with 
a rod pf iron, . in a Itate of warfare and confufion. They 
bad accordingly avowed their in^entioa to overthrow aU 
Vo;.,I, C govern* 

f 
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government, and particularly the Britifl), and had made 
leveral decrees tending to prohibit any poflible negotiation 
with us. His Lordihip faid he could not lament thofe de-r 
creeS) becaufe he iliould be forry to fee any interruption to the 
concert of the different powers, and to the preparations making 
by thofe powers. 

There remained, however, another poflible mode for us* 
It might be faid, '* Sufpend your fubfidies, recall your ar^ 
mies« retire within your own ifland, and wait with patience 
for the continent to fet itfclf to rights.*' 

He did not belteye that there exifled an Engliihman capable 
of ftating ferioufly fo fliameful and fo fenfelefs an idea. The 
national chara£ler of honour and firmnefs was a principal 
caufe of the national profperity ; and he trufted that Great 
Britain would never, for a moment of prcfTure and temporary 
epiergency, think of wrapping herfelf up in a dangerous 
and diflionourable felfifhnefs. Befides, we could not with- 
draw cur armies without leaving Flanders and Holland to be 
oyer-run by the French, and by every defperatc and malignant 
adventurer to be coUedbed from every otlicr nation. 

Where then would be the commerce of our merchants, 
when all the ports of Europe fhould be in the fame loft and 
defolated Ctuation that Bourdeaux now is? Where would be 
the fecurity of the Britiih channel, when the Texel, the 
McQlie, Flufliing, and Oftend, (hould be crowded with Dutch 
ibipping, manned by the refufc of France, and maintained 
by the pillage of Amfterdam ? 
. It had happened to him to fee the near profpe£l of the 
calamity which he now dcfcribed, when the French army 
was trying to pafs the Moordyck, in February 1792 } and he 
was convinced that if they had not been prevented by the wife 
exertions of this country, and of the Dutch Minifters, not 
all the brilliant vidbories of the Prince of Cobourg would 
have been able to diflodge Dumourier, and to force him out 
of Holland) and if the French once got pofleilion of Holland, 
there was an end to the fecurity of Great Britain. 

If then it was impofllble to negotiate or to withdraw the 
armies, it remained onl^ to pufti forward the war with re- 
doubled energy, and with all the refources, force, and union 
pf this country. 

We had not fought the war$ it had come upon us like 
a calamity of the elements } we muft refift that cabmity a$ 
w.ell as we can ; not for an indefinite period or purpofe \ 
but till we are indemnified for the outrnee offered to usj ana 
at all events till we can make peace with fafcty. 

3 . ^ 
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It remained for him to prefent the bright and cheerful 
fide of the pidure, to compare oiir fituation and that of the 
enemy. He hadl)een fcvcral years in France, and had ken. 
her, with all the dcfc£ls of her government, one of the hap- 
picft countries^ under heaven, except our own. He no\irfaw 
her torn by civil fa£^ion and the worft paroxyfms of fcdx- 
tion, deftitute of trade and manufadafes, neglcdlful of 
agriculture, and depopulated by maintaining fourteen armies, 
by famine, by a general depravation of manners, by emi- 
grations beyond all example, and by a continued mafTacfe 
perpetrated from day to day in all her unhappy cities. He alfo 
iaw her engaged in an expenfe, amounting, in the courfe of 
one year, nearly to the total of our whole national debt. 

The contraft of the pi£ture in England is very, pleating. 
We have reafbn to believe that the fupplies may be found 
without any fcvere prefltirc on the people. Our commerce 
b flourifhing, and new and important markets are opening 
to it : And he had reafoat <p believ^ that the revenue o^ the 
laft year would be fouM equal, or fuperior, to the average 
ftated by the committee of 1791 as the average peace re- 
venue. 

It was in itfclf a great advantage to our caufe to have the 
^onfcioufnefs that we might ultimately hope for the proteftioh 
and blclfing of Providence on our arms. 

On the whole, he faw every good ground to hope thit 
Great Britain would add to the bright pages of her hiftory 
the glory of jrcfcuing mankihd from a torrent of murder» 
rapine, and irreligion, and from all that train of evils with 
which the French lunacy had fo long menaced the whole of 
the civilized world. 

The Earl $f Guildford^ faid, he feared the unanimity 
fo much expected by the mover and feconder of the Addred 
would not take place ; his Majefty would no doubt always 
find fupport from that Houfe, when any fupport was neceflary^ 
cither for the prefervation of the honour ot the Crown, or to 

• Eldeft fon of the late Earl of Guildford, who came into the Aijnfffry 
about the year 1768) and held the premierlhip till the fpring 6f 178H 
when, through the adveife events of the American war, be was compelledv 
by increafing minorities, to retire from the helm of government, and yitfid 
hit fituation and power to the adminiftration formed by the late Marc^uU 
«f Rockingham, Earl Shelburne (now Marquis of Lanfdown), Ldrd Gcorgl 
Cavcndi(h,<and other popular chara^lers. Thv prefent Earl it a^nuin of 
moll amiable, character and confiderable abilities, beloreil, like hit/athcr^ 
by all who know him, and mod honourably true to his jprinciple, at tb« 
inheritor of his father^s (hare in the memorabic Coalition of lyS^* 
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fecure. the.f»fety of the people) and in fach cafes none 
would be more ready than himfelf to (land forward, and leild 
every afliftancc that was neceflary. From the Speech from the 
throne and from the Addrefs, he was forry to find no proipe£t 
of peace held out, nor a probability fugjz^efted of a fpeedy 
termination of the war. Peace, his Lordfhip obferved, was 
Highly defirable on every account. At the fame time he 
would be the lad man to advife agreeing to a peace neither 
honourable in itfelf, nor prudent for the nation to accede to. 
So much therefore did he diifer in fentiment from the noble 
Earl who moved and tlie noble Lord who feconded the Addrefs, 
that he felt it his duty to move an Amendment to the Addrcfi^ 
for the purpofe of opening a way for peace. 

"We were confefledly in a ftatc of difficulty and embarrafT* 
ment. . Whether that arofe from mifconducl or misfortune, 
he Ihould not now inquire. The queftion was, how we (hould 

fet out of our prefent embarrafTment ;. and from all he faw, 
y the informatbn we haj upon the fubjed, our beft method 
was that of fctting on foot a negotiation with a view to the 
adjuftment of an honqurable peace. He might be told that 
unanimity was defirable ; in a conteft fuch as we were now 
engaged in, be. would go as far as he thought ady noble Lord 
6ugKt to go, for the purpofe of prefcrving unanimity in the 
great council of the nation i but that fliouJd be the c?fe only 
whep he was fatisfied that; public «&irs were condu£^ed in the 
t>eft poflible manner. What was our fituation at that mo- 
ment ? We M'crc engaged in a defperate and expenfive war, 
and without any de&iite obje£k to be gained by it. Farlia*- 
tiient thus mct^ and of courfts expe£led to have the mod ample 
, fatisfaflbion upon material points. What had that day pro- 
duced ? Thcy,heiird of nothiivg but of perfevcring in a fyftem 
that could gain nothing to Great Britain, and might end in 
our total ruin. Their LordChips had been told at one time 
thafthefafcty of our allies the Dutch required our interference. 
Holland was now fafe, and yet we continued hoftilities as at 
the commencement of our engagement in the war. How long 
we were to continue them, it was impoffible to tell, unlefs wc 
came to fome fpecific point upon the ftib}e£t« At prefent the 
objed of the war was undefined and apparently cmdefinable. 
If we were not to (heath the fword until monarchy v^as re- 
ftored in France, God only knew when the difpt^te was to be 
put an end to ; aijd it wzs impoffible to be too eager to check 
that career of pride and foUy. Every man would, in his 
opinion, do ail he could for that purpofe, unlefs he though^ 
th^t this country (hoald be entirely (acri&ced to the aggran-'. 
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dizement of Auftria or of Pniffia, and thatMonf. Calonne 
ihottld fill the place of Robefpierre. He therefore felt it to 
be his dutyi to intreat the Houfe to be awate'of the danger we 
wetein, ^nd to take care not to advife his Majeftf to any thing 
that would put the happinefs cf this country to ultimate 
hazard. 

To entertain their Lordihipa with general declamation upon 
the advantages of peace, and the calamities of war, was unnecef- 
iary, and therefore he fliould avoid it ; but there were circum* 
ftances at the prefent moment of fd much importance, that it 

. wasimpofltble to pafs them without notice. It was firft of all 
to be confidered Aat the obje£t of the war was not afcertain- 
ed. If we regarded appearances^ at one time we ihould find that 
the war was undertaken for the fafety of Holland. At tl^t 
time nothing was faid on our part about any form of government 
in France ; on the contrary, the whole of it was given up. 

When Lord Hood negotiated with the Touloncfe, and when 
they were induced to receive him into their port, it was under 

-^e exprefs ftipulation of fupporting the conftttution of 1789: 
Of that conftitution, which had been properly ftyied a ** Mag- 
nificent Fabrk of human Wifdom and Virtue," and againft 
which our allies on. ^he continent have declared war, we this 
day • hear not a word. If Lord Hood was not authorifed 
to propofe the terms which he offered, his public deiclaratton to 
the people of France was a grofs impofition on the Toulonefe, 
and a fcandalous refledion upon the government of this 
country. Does the Addrefs propofe that we ftiould profecute 
the war for the protection of our allies ? Has Holland once en- 
tered into the minds of his Majefty^s minifters on this occa- 
fion, or the noble Lords who have with fo much eloquence fup- 
ported the Addrefs ? It is but too obvious, from the lan- 
guage which they have ufed, that the obje£ks which mmifters 
have in view arc widely different from thofe by which the 
public were led* into this unfortunate war. Let us, how* 
ever, for a moment, fuppofe that the end which they wifli 
to obtain is the protedion of Holland, and of Great Britain, 
againft the incurfions of the French republicans $ give me 
leave to aft your Lordfhips, whether this end could not have 
been as efieftually obtained, and much m6re effe£bually ob- 
tained, by negotiation than by warfare ? Was it not propofed 
to them, before we were plunged into the horrors and devaf- 
tationof war^ to try the experiment o£ negotiation? When 
that had failed, it would have been time enough to commence , 
hoftilities ; and there are few, I believe, ^who are not now con- 
vinced, tlut the £ifcty of Holland would have been better fe- 
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ciiYed by tke concSiating voice of our ambaflador at Paris, tban 
by the thunder of our cannon. It may be faid> that the mo* 
nent I atlude to was not the moil favourable ; that the French 
w e r e at that time fo elated with their aftoui(hing and before 
vnheard-of fuccef&s, that they wpuld have liftened to no 
terms which the dignity of Great Britain, and her good faith 
to her aUies> cbUld have permitted her to offer. The hii^ 
tory of that period^ and the language and efforts of her mi- 
sif^ers, ambaffadors, and generals, afibrd a complete refutation 
of fuch an aflertion. But let us even here again concede to 
thofe who are of diis opinion. We know ot another period, 
the circumftances of which can give no fupport to fuch an ar- 
gument : Were they not fufficiently humbled in the courfe of 
lift fummer, by a retreat as fpeedy and difaftrbus as their march 
had been rapid and vi£loriou8 $ when theit army had been half 
ileftroyed) and the remains of it had been almoft totally dif- 
organifed ; wheh they had been driven from Brabant, and had 
been unfucce(sful from Weftern Flanders to the Rhine ; when 
leveral of their provinces had been invaded, and their mod in* 
portant fortrefTes had been fubdued ; i€ there a noble Lord in 
this Houfe who docs not in his confcience believe that they 
wy>uld then have been eager to liften to fuch terms of peace 
as became the dignity and juftice of this country to offer ? • If 
infolemre is too often the attendant of profperitf, adverfity is 
generally accompanied by moderation and humility. Much 
has been faid of the fignal advantages we have gained over 
them, and the certain profped we have of a fpeedy peace, by 
vigoroufly exerting the ftrengtfa, and applying the refources ot 
this country in the profe^ution of the war. Our advantages, 
I much fear, will be greatly counterbalanced by the expenfes 
we have incurred, and the lofles fuftained by our traders and 
manufaflurers. If we alfo compare the conquiffts made by 
the allies with the prefent pofition of the French armies, it is 
to be feared that the former have not much to boaft of. May 
it not reafonably be inquired, whether we have not already obn- 
tained the end which we propofed ? and after the obtaining of 
which, his Majefty's minifters repeatedly and folemnly declared 
they would purfue every meafure that mould tend to procure a 
fpeedy, fafe, and honourable peace ? Our allies the Dutch are 
in perfed fecurity. The French had been driven from their 
terntorics, and confined within limits, beyond which we ought 
not to attempt to pafs. The noble Lords who moved and fc- 
conded the Addrels admit, that they have made the moft ftu«> 
pendotts efibrts, aadfiich as have aftontfhed all Europe; but 
this rjfirrg in a mtfs^ fay they, cannot be repeated or imitated* 
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It is ayiolent convulfion, which muft exhauft the nation that 
reforCs to it», or at lead fo far weaken it as to bring it to a low 
pitch of humiliation. The fame caufcs, my Lords, wiii pro 
duce the fame effeds. The preflure of an invading eneinf 
only bends the. bow to give the arrow a greater degree of force. 
Tlieir extenfive territories we are all acquainted with ; their 
vaft numbers, and great internal refourceS) are unqueftioneds 
and whatever may be their diflenfions and mailacres, we find 
them capable of bringing into the field, troops chsit have fcarce* 
ly learned their exercife, and yet have fucoefsfuUy oppofed the 
beft-difciplined armies in Europe. What reafon have yoq td 
believe that thofe txoops, which they will oppoCs to us in the 
next campaign, will be lefs difciplined, or worfe appoimteds 
than thofe we have already had to contend with? Hiftprj^ 
teaches us that experience makes the foldier, and practice ofteo 
leads to viAory. The cruelties pra£lifed at Lyons, which* 
have been painted in fuch glowing colours by the noble Lordsg 
and to no one are they more abhorrent than to me ; the deftruc^ 
tion of that firft manufaduring city in the world, as they have 
cdled it } the maflacre and baniihment of its numerous inha- 
bitants to the interior provinces, all forming, Sis they fay, a- 
dreadful prelude to the fate of the not lefs celebrated city of 
Toulon I the wars and murders of La Vendee, the fineft a^nd- 
moft fertile province in France, are urged to Ihow that ihe. 
F^nch are fo reduced, that they cannot long reGft the formi* 
dable powers of the allies. Here let me again aik, whether the 
defolation of La Vendee, and the deftru£tion of thofe once 
famed and flourilhing cities, will encourage other provinces to 
revolt againft the exifling government, and induce Bourdcaux, 
Marfeilles, and "Dunkirk, to expofe themfclves to the (ame ex- 
terminating vengeance i 

Another argument has been adduced to encourage us in tlic, 
profecution of the war, arifing from the deftrudion of the (liips 
and naval ftorea at Toulon. The noble Lord who moved the 
Addreis fa^, that this alone will compcn{ate us for all our loflws 
and expenfes incurred during the war i and whatever may be 
their future form of government, they will not fojr many years, 
perhaps an age to come, be able to difturb the tranquillity o(^ 
this country. To e(limate our gain by the loiTes of the French^ 
is not the moft accurate method of calculation. I.caqnot fee 
bow the reducing of France to poverty will enrich Great Bri- 
tain i and I fliall have occafion to fiiow prefently, tha^ it will, 
have a contrary e£Fe£l. Was it for the purpofe of making a 
p^tkxa of France among the allies, that we fo benevolently 
interfered? "VK^ it then fox the purpofe of deftroyinp her 
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wonted confeqaence, that we fo humanely interpofed our fleets 
and vmies in .behalf of Louis "X VII. ? Is it to reduce her for 
the future to the loweft degree in the (caie of nations, wiiO* 
ever may be her form of g^vemmefit, that we are to profecate 
this difaftrous war ? Our allies may, perhaps, owe us fome ob- 
ligations, if this be the cafe \ but no Frenchmen of any de- 
fcription, royalifts or republicans, can thank us. after having' 
difcoYcred this cloven foot. The arguments fuggefted in fa^ 
Your of the continuance of the war naturally divide them- 
fehres under two heads, the policy of the war, and its neceffity. 
The policy of the war, if there be any, mud be founded upon 
fome prefent gain, or the prpfpecb ofr fome future advantage 
that we are to reap from it. Circumilanced as the two coun- 
tries are, our intereft would be promoted by the profperity of 
France, rather than its ruin. A neighbouring nation, defolated 
and impoverifiied, can hold out no advantage to this country, 
whofe welfare eflentially depends upon die flourifliing ilate of 
her trade and commerce. If France fliould be exhaufted by 
another campaign, will Great Britain be ftronger at the end of 
it ? If you dry up the refources of France, will you not dcftroy 
your own markets ? If you defolate her, what commodities wiU 
flie have to exchange with you, or money to purchafe what 
you have to fell ? But be the policy of the war what it may, 
if it be not founded in juftice and in honour, it ihonld be 
fpumed by a nation hitherto famed for thofe diftinguiihed vir- 
tues. The arguments adduced to prove the neceffity of con- 
tinuing our warlike operations againft France, may be reduced 
to three heads. It is faid, that we muft co on : 

Firft, Becaufe it is neceflary to oppole the progrefs of the 
French arms. 

Secondly, It is neceflary thereby to prevent the propagatioa 
of French principles. 

And, Thirdly, We muft perfevere, until fuch a govern^ 
ipent can be eftabHfhed, that will induce us to treat under 
the faireft profpe£b of obtaining a lafting and honourable 
peace. 

His Lordfhip faid, he meant not to deny, that the progrefs 
of the French arms was at one time very alarming. It 
threatened the annihilation of the Dutch, our moft valuaUc 
allies ; and if it had not been timely checked, it might have 
endangered rhe fcruplcd not to fay it) the falvation of this 
country. The ftate of things is, however, now reverfed 5 the 
Freoch are feparated from Holland by a fufficient diftancci 
and fome regard ought to be paid to their public declaration, 
VIZ. " Tjiat they do not m^n to interfere in the internal go- 
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vemment of any country, nor will they make war upon any 
nation that is not the aggreflbr." But have his Majejty's mi- 
nifters calculated the force and the refources by w&ich they 
aVe to accomplifh the important end they have propofed to 
themfelves ? Much reliance, no doubt, muft be placed upon, 
the affiftance of our allies, who, as the Speech exprefies it, 
have entered into an almoft general confederacy ; but our hopes 
cannot be much brightened by the profpeft of aiSftance from 
thofe whom we are obliged to fubfidize for the fingular pur- 
pose of defending themfelves. It is notorious to all Europe, 
that the refources of Auftria are exhaufted. The Emperor 
can no longer levy frefli impofts upon his fubjefts ; and he is 
.left to the precarious fupport of private benevolences, and the 
loyal contribution of individuals. As to the King of PrufEa, 
Ids rcfcrve is neceffary. Notwithftanding the late ihameful 
addition which he has made to his territories, by the plunder of 
the innocent and defencelefs Poles, he cither canpot, or will 
not, contribute any material ailiftance to another campaign. 

But it is urged, that we muft at any rale prevent the import-, 
ation of Frencn principles, that are dcftruftive of the peace of 
every civilized and well-regulated govenimcnt. The doflrine 
is not more exploded, that you cannot make converts by the 
fword, than that you cannot prevent the difiemination of po- 
litical, or any other principles, by the aid of arms. But what 
more apt means than thofe ufed by the allies could have beea 
devifed to fpread the falfe philofophyof the French, which is 
juftly reprobated by every wife and good man ? If you Wifli to, 
crum the Jacobins of this country; if you defire to render 
abortive the machinations of a Britijh Convention ; if, my Lord?, 
you would imprefs upon the minds of his Majcfty's fubjedts, 
a fenfe of the ineftimable blefTrngs refulting from our excel- 
lent conftitution of King, Lords, and Commons, prove to 
them that they have a govef-nment that will fecure to them 
their liberty and property, togetlier with all the advantages of 
peace and profperty. Many confidcrations lead me to refleft, 
that the people of tfiis country may foon be difcontented with 
the conduA of our public affairs ; and when that begins to 
appear, it is not by argument, or fyllogifms the people will be 
iatisfied, but by their feelings. It is in vain that you tell them 
the Frittfh conftitution is the wifeft and beft that v/as ever 
framed ; you muft make them feci that they aftually en'ioy 
under it thofe advantages which it is calculated to afford 
them. 

Laftly, it is faid that you have no perfons to treat with who 
have the power or inclination to iccure to you a lafting peace. Jf 
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he were afkcd,iiis Lord&ip fiiiJj who thofe are with Whom we 
ought to open a negotiation ? he would anfwcr, thofe men (be 
they who they may) who have the dirc;5tioa of the arms and 
of xhz force of the country. 

He declared he could not fuPpc^t that there was a noble Lord 
fjfefcnt who was not convinced, that if you oflTcr Ihem terms 
which are fair, they would clofe with u<i 5 and the treaty which, 
it is their intercR to conclude, the fame intcreft will bind them- 
to obferve. NodifSculty ought to :>rife fiom the form of the 
governmcfit with which he propofcd we fhould negotiate 
peace. Wc are at peace with goTerrimcnts that belf a flrong 
rcfemblance to that now exiftinjj in France. We have treated 
with tho(e of the fame defcriptibh, and WC are aftiially in al- 
liance with Datilzick. He Ihould therefore beg their LordU 
ftips* pardon for fo long an intrufipn on thelf time, and fub- 
mitan amendment to be infertcd after the third or fourth pa- 
ragraph of the Addrcfs, to the following cffeS: — ** That this 
*^ Houfe do thank his Ma}efty for the gracious dedarationi* 
V which he has been plcafed to make of the views and priiici-* 
** pies by which heis^guided in the profecution of the preient 
** war; but they hoped His Majefty would fcize the earlieft 
** Opportunity to conclude a peace, by which the permanent 
^ (a^ty of his fubje<3s, and die independence and fecurity of 
" Europe, may be provided for ; and that they humbly hope ni>" 
*• difficulty may prevent the attainment of fo defirable an ob- 
•* jeQ, from the form of government which may be eftabliflicJ 
•* in France.*' 

*^ I Oiall only trouble the Houfe, his Lordfliip' added, with 
oitic or two more obfervations. The refources of the country arc 
wnqueftionably great* but it behoves his Majefty*s minifters to ' 
xt^^(k on the ineviteble loffcs which we have faftained fince 
the commencement of hoftilities, and the heavy diftreffeS un- 
der which our manufadurers, and all the lower clafles of the 
people, labour. XVhen new burdens are kid on, he believed 
their abilities to fuftain them bad not bee^n eftimated. How- 
ever the war might be terminated, there was no poffibility of 
our being reimburfed, and when it might terminate, the noble 
» Lords could only form a very uncertain guefc. One thing ap^ 
pears clear, viz. that there is no probability of its ending fuc- 
ccfsfiilly under the management of thofe who have the prefent 
dire£Uon of it. If we muft go on, let die bufmefe be en« 
trufted to thofe who have abilities to condu£k it more Tucceflf- 
fully ; and if, from the juftice of the caiife in which we are 
embarked, we have reafon to hope for the interpofrtion of 
Him' who Is die Rule)' of aU die nations of the eard^ let us 

leek 
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leek for ag:ents to whom he may be more propiiioiig than to 
tbofe who nave hurried us, and wi£h to plunge us deeper) intqt 
the mifertes of this ill-fated war.'* 

Thi Duki rf Portland * faid, he could not confent to give a 

filent vote upon fo important an-occafioo, and therefore be 

was thus early anxious to offej; himfelf to their Lordflirp's no^ 

tice. He had, at the Commencement of the war laft year, aCf 

knowledged his opinion of thejuftice and neceffity of itj aii4 

he was now mom fiiliy convinced of both. He thought it thf 

duty of every man to concur in ftrengthening the hands of Qo^ 

Termnent, as the war was necclTary, and a vigorous profecution 

of it appeared to him to be the only probable means of (aving 

the country, and bringing the conteft to a favourable end by 

an honourable and permanent peace. The war, his Grace 

find, differed from all others: — ^It was a dsfenfivi war in the 

JbiAeft fenfe of the words. He confidered the war to be 

merely grounded upon one principle, and that no Jefs than the 

^ prefer vation of the exiftcnce of the Chriftlan Riligion : Againft 

that ineftimable btefSng, and againft all that was facred and 

dear to us, he conceived all the thunder of our enemies to be 

aimed > and we had no other means to preferve them, together 

with our conftitution and property, but the humiliation of a 

power founded in rapine, crueltv, and fraud, which threat* 

ened equally the dcftrudion of all. 

He declared he did not know to what the amendment could 
tend. Did his noble Friend mean to recommend a breach 
of all the treaties which exifted between this country and fo- 
reign powers ? A meafure which it would unqueftionably be 
dimonourable in the extreme for this country to purfue, and 
which muft ultimately end in our ruin and difgrace. His 
Grace concluded wixh declaring that he would pleidg^ himfelf 
to give bis cordial iupport to minift^rs, and therefore would vote 
for the. Addre& . 

. The Earl of Guildford explained the nature of his motion, 
which feemed to him to have been mifconlVued by the noblo 
Duke. It was not his view to advife his Majefty to make a fe** 
parate peace, or to di£late to his Majefty any fpecificf terms of 
peace whatever, but merely to advife his Majefty to order a 
negotiation to be fet on foot on fuch terms as to his Majefty 
might appear juft and reafonable. 

Earl Spencer faid, he alfo, like his noble friend who had 
jttS fat down, could not confent to give a (lent vote. He faid 

. * Firil Lord of the Treafury during the Coalition MInlihyy which catfic im 
after thcfeaccia S7S3, and coocinoed io po«er tiU jFrid^y Dec. 19, 1783^ 
nfccB ibay wne liifaufat t>y hii Mijcfty, 
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]X>rted by popular caprice ; and he believed, from what he 
heard in the parts of the kingdom which he had found occa- 
£on to vifit^ that the war was .ftill popular, and that the pea* 
de were ftill anxious for the continuance of hoftilides. ( roni 
fats connexions in the country he bad an opportunity of know*^ 
ing dieir fentiments, and he feared the h!St was as he had juft 
ftated it. He (aw indeed fome of die people lamenting their 
Ql-jadged ambition, and regretting that imprudence which en-» 
couraged their deftru£live career ; and he was now Gomrinced 
of wmit he ever had fuppoied before, that there were no 
crounds for die panic of government, no danger of the intro« 
du^on of French princij^s into this country. The people 
iaw too dread/ul an example in S^nce to imitate fuch conduA 
here. He condemned the obftinacv of Miniftry in rejeding all 
negotiation with France; that alone which could &ve the 
bl<xxi of Kurope, and terminate tbofe dreadful calamities. 

He feared that an unfair advantage had been taken of the 
public in this bufineft, from the commencement of it ^ the 

Snerous feelings of £n£lilhmen had been worked upon un-* 
rly ; for, by perpetually bringing to view the aflaffinationt 
and other atrocities of the French, die horror naturally excit- 
ed againft thefe was made ufe of artfully as a pretext for the 
iirar. To this were to be added falie alarms, that were raifed 
bft year, and continued for fome time afterwards ; when 
florics were told about vifionary plots and invifiUe tnfiinec- 
tims ; fo that there had arifen tbmediing like popularity about 
this war, and he knew not whether the deluiion was yet eiH 
tirdy at an end i he believed not: but be that as it mtgbt> it 
^as the duty of that Houie to prevent the continuance of an 
unneceiTary and a ruinous war } and, imprefied with that idea^ 
lie (hould vote for the amendment of his noble friend. 

HiS Grace, in the courfe of hi« fpcech, adverted to what 
Earl Spencer had faid of facrificing party connexions, and 
paid (c)me hand(broe compliments to the Member of Parliament 
(iippofed to have been alluded to. 

l^rd Spencer therefore roie to explain, repeated his former 
lanenagc, and declared he meant not the imalleft perfonal re*^ 
lection, but merely to ftate his realbns for abandoning a poli- 
tical conne;iion, the feparating from which gave him much 
real pain. 

Lord Haj (Earl of Kinnoul), in a fliort fpeech, declared^ 

that he gave his hearty andiincere fuppOrt to die Addrefe and 

tp Minifters, becaufe the war was necenary and unavoidable. 

, Thi Earl rf Derby began with declaring that he fbould 

vote for the amoadment of the noble £arl. It ^n^ he (aid, hia 

wiib 
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wiih that it would ;idmit of even yet ftronger famguage, fg thaf * 
Ifteoould bring bts mind to feme fixed point or condition^ upon 
^riiich fais Majefty*s minifters might be induced to fay the/^ 
W»e ready to negotiate for fo defirable an o^dft. He exped-- 
cd that Minifters, or their friends, would have defined the 
objed of the war : As for his part, he could not conceive whjr 
it wss continued. Wa^ it to extirpate republicanifm, and 
cfkablifli royalty in France ? If fo, we muft wait for the ex-> 
tirpadon of every man iii it ; till then, we couM not hope t» 
accoraplifli our objeft. He had been tdd of the flourifliin^ 
flate of our' revenues by one noble Peer, and he was informed,, 
what had appeared to him rather ftrange, that it had equalled 
toy year of our peace eftablifhment, and this as an inducement 
to continue the war. 

* {He was toM here by Lord Auckland, and otiier noUe Lords^ 
that the averagi of four years was only meant) as ftated by die 
Committee of ^791.] 

The Earl of Derbv remarked «pon this, that though be gavid 
the noble Lords full credit that they believed this to be the 
cafe, jKt the afiertion did not bring very complete con viflion 
to his mind : At any rate, the exoeedings of revenue were no 
ftrgument for protracting the war. A noble friend of his bad 
declared, that in the parts of the country which he had occafion 
to vifit, the war feemed even ftill to be popular. He was m 
Rtdc furprifed to hear this from the noble Duke, becaufe he 
had not himfelf found it fo:- A different opinion prevailed in 
the large manufaduritYg county in which he Tived. In that 
county 12,000 manQfa£lurers had been taken from the loom, 
and fent to the army. Was that a very fatisfaAory circum* 
ftance, and ettte lilcely to make the war popular, or' to aid 
dtererenue? 

Could they call this national profperity? could they tdl the 
nation her msances were fioarifhing, fihcn the means of mak** 
ing her fo were deftroved ? What gave energy to the mer- 
chant ? what drew we«th into i^re country ? To our manu*- 
fa&urers we were indebted for all, and thefe were latterly 
Awtndimginto decay. It was a circumftance of melancholy 
reflexion, and could not be conceiltd. 

His liordlhip faid, he did not underftand what the noble Earl, 
who (poke hft but one;, meant by minteendafJtiralSa ; to what does 
he apply the word minuendaf To the armies, or to the marine of 
^ ranee r Does he mean to limit the eftabli&ment of either one 
or the other ? Does the noble 'Earl mean to fay in one of thefe 
points to France, as Rome did at onetime (of chat period of he? 
bifiory from whence the noble Ear) borrowed the quotation) to 

one 
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one of her adverfiuies, <^ You ihall limit your marine ; you 
ihall have (o many gaUies and row-boats^ and no more?'* 
Would France linen to fuch language for a Angle moment ? 
His Lordfhip faid, he would avoid entering into £e confidera* 
tion of the conduct of the war, as opportunities enough for 
difcuffion on that point would necefiarily prefent thcmfelvcs 
in the courfe of the feiSon. He could nor, however, avoid 
faying a word or two, on the ftatement given by authority of 
the tranfadions at Toulon ? He noticed a palpable fuppremon 
of certain circumftances, detected by a reference to paffagef^. 
ivhich were communicated on a previous occafion by the 
writer. He noticed the general conduA of our allies, and 
adverted to their means of carrying on a war. He begged to 
know if Auftria was not crippled in her refources, and whether 
the Emperor had not notoriouily been difappointed in his ap- 
plication for the voluntary aids of his fubjeSfs ? 

If we looked towards the King of Pruffia, did his declared 
poverty promife a wider extent ^ warlike preparation, and a 
much larger duration of his ailiftance? Kuilia had indeed, 
joined in the opinion that it was a common caufe, in which 
all kingdoms and every people were slike interefted ; but her 
good wiihes were the fole aids furniflied by that enlightened 
and liberal potentate. When he thought of the powers we 
were made to fubfidize, to defend their own dominions, he 
was at fome lofs to conceive how far this complaiCince might 
carry us. Would our refources, impoveriihed as they muft 
naturally be, fuffice to keep up the bankrupt armies of all 
Europe? His Lord(hip too remarked, that we could have 
fmall reliance even upon the gratitude of our fubfidized allies* 
Certain powers, of this defcription, had thought proper, not 
merely to evacuate a fort, but to quit a town without our 
leave, and confulting only their penonal fafety, difregarded 
the grand obligation, for the prefervation of which they were 
(f> liberally paid* 

After commenting pointedly on this bSt for fome little time, 
the Earl entered into a juftincation of the amendment moved 
by his noble friend ; and declared, it appeared to him to be 
Jitghly neceflary, andffhould have his cordial fupport. 

7he Earl ef MamJUld began with promifmg their Lord- 
fliips that he would not be long* I'he Houfe, he faw, was 
cxhaufted, and he felt himfelf rather indifpofed. A few ob* 
lervations, however, he wifhed to offer. If anyobftacles had 
arifen in the profecution of the war, that to him was an a^di* 
tional reafon for his giving bis cordial and zealous fupporc ta 
Minifters in the profecution of this juft and ncceiTary war. 

He 
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He gare them his fupport^ ih confidence that they ^ould aA ^ 
Bp to the exigency of the occafion^ with that manly firmnefs^, 
fteady pcrfcvcrance^ and well-guided condu£l^ which the oc-. 
cafion required. He hoped mey would profecute.this war.-, 
until the objeA of it was attained ; and he was glad to find it- 
marked out in the Speech from the throne* The w^r had 
been falfcly called without doors, A War of Kings. In faft. 
it was a war of a much more important nature. It was a war 
for the prcfervation of order, government, religion, law, 
juftice, morality, and humanity. The neceffity, the obje£t of 
engaging in hoflilities, had been often declared to that Houfe ; 
but iooie noble Lords feemed or affe£ted to be ignorant why 
it fiioul^ now be continued. Are we not ftill as far as ever . 
from attaining a lading peace^ a peace which we can depend 
on ? He did not mean to fay that the war was continued ta 
obtain fatisfa£tion and indemnity. They were undoubtedly 
great points in the cafe \ but they were not the principal mat- 
ters to be confidered. The objc£k was this, to reftore order 
and good government in France, and to preferve to ourfelves,. 
and the ren of Europe, the bleflings of order and legal go- 
vernment : For the French had declared war againft order and 
good government in Europe, and were determined to do all. 
diey could to make the reft of mankind as wretched as them<» 
fclves ; they were determined to prov:e themfelves iofies i«- 
mani generis* They were a fet of beings who had formed a 
confpiracy againft the general intereils of mankind. 

The queftion fo often mentioned* viz. With whom were, 
we to treat for peace ? was a proper and an unanfwerable 
queftion. There was not a propofition in Euclid clearer than- 
this, That it is impqilible for order to make alliance with 
anarchy. What government is there yet for us to commence 
a treaty with ? there ftill continues that difunion in the coun- 
cils of France, whidi can induce us to hope only for further 
anarchy and confufion. What would have been the fituation 
of affairs, if fome months ago we had treated with thofe wha - 
then held the executive powers of France ? We (hould have 
again been involved in the fame neceffity ; for the party ytFC • 
muft have then negotiated with, have fince fuffered from the ' 
weight of that tyranny which they were fo a£live in raifing. 
We might indeed treat with an ufurper. Cromwell, for 
inftance, was unqueftionably an ufurper, yet alliances were, 
fomied, and all Europe treated with him ; but Cromwell had 
permanent power, which was not the cafe with the prefent 
niler^ in France. . If wc entered into negotiation, it muft be 
for permanent and lafting peace: That wzs the obje£l. of . all 
negotiation i and nothing could be more true than that de- 
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otafaIsM fai tht Speedif wbidi ftateiU thiA to negotsale n(y«r» 
sttkt to rolax from exertion m the war, would only praduoe » 
BMNiMHtt -oif dclufive repofe. It would» in fauft, be altcti4ed 
tritil flhe xttok danraous confequences, and precipitate that 
Min, it waa not ku thok duty than iLeir inteieft to aiFcrt^ 
If v^Tt a» it now ftoodr was a ferions evil, agreeing to the 
amcndnieat would doable tbe mifchief they intended to ve--- 
inovef for,, in all cafes of diis fort, the party with whom jom 
treaty (kould ha^ve the poorer, fuppofing them to have die 
inclination of .malting' a permanent treaty.- What would have 
been the cSkAol .our having treated widi tiie GiDondifts \ai& 
yeari a» was then recommended^ they being the predominant 
ftdion in Bacisi What waa now. become of Brtflbt ^^mi hi* 
patty ?«^FaUon by tlie moft cfuitable of all lawaj: fallens 
undto the baen fsverity of tilieir own iyftenoH- 

■ ■<■ »Wccb artifices trie ptme fua^ 
SvMofir we ^nere to treat with Rbbefpienei wfcofe fiscitfit^ 
haci'we that he and his fa&ion mieht not meet the fame fate ?* 
Sock are thofa who rute tht republic, and fuch are the men* 
we are defired to make peace with* Can any noble Lord br 
ft inconOtferatet as to defire the minifteia of this coontryr 
to commence a negotiiitioa with thefe ftibverters of all order i 
diey who have bmlt their govenunem on the deftru&ion of 
monarch)^ and who are not fatisfied in performing* their 
bonrid* cnmes in their own country, but who wiih to intro» 
4uce them<iU over Europe^ and convince the oeople of odicr 
counCriea of the excellence of lUch principles r 

It they treated with France in the prefent form of govern- 
ment, they would not have any ground to ftand upon ^ we 
ihould never have another ally in Europe, and, what was worfe^ 
"W tkomld not deferve to have any. Let them proceed tfaen 
in this war with fteadine&, and dieir obje£^ would br jpined. 
He felt aa maoh as any man, that war was a great caumity ;, 
but that nation wonld loon (ink into infignificance, tirfiere war 
was regarded as the grcateftr calamity. Their Lordfliips ihould 
hear the words of St. Juft, one of the moderate men of the 
Convention? <* Let Great Britain awake, and we will affift 
her in getting rid of Kings. Away with that infemou^ 
ifland I** We had long enjoyed the blcffings of ^ fifee govern- 
ment, and ha hoped wo mould hand it down unimpaired txr 
poftsrity, to be by them enjoyed until time ihould be no more. 
We are engaged in the cauie of all civilized Europe. In fo* 
great a purpoTei and for fo great an end, ihould England be~ 
loremoft in deferting the ftandard ? Forbid it judice, forbid 
il fentiment, forbid it humanity ! No, my Lords, we will- 
not neg^otidite with fuch otFcndcrs ; we will (how them, by our 
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-w^Soittitmtf tliis niglit, we «« tldenMiicd to check their prt- 
tasiftuooA <nict9onxB, and conviiKe them tbtt Engliflmcb 
flli fcgaxd ind adore that Sovereign^ whofe atteatioa to their 
jtai intereft merits their gratitndct <^ iecures hk undifturbcd 
ttraaquiUity. Nor, my I^rdiit can we obferve ki this ConTe»- 
-Am any intention of retinqukfai^; thcfe alarmii^ prinoiptef. 
G^d iJDnstd we (faodd have a peafce oft fach diihoftourable 
ttenas !«^6od foririd that we flioiikl^tTeat for one, till we cm 
iecttoe our eonftitutioi^ pcefonre our liberiy, und maintain 
<Nir idigien ! 

Eari Hgrdnifuie fatd, lie tho«^ it incumbent en every 
-aohle Lord,, who bad at any time ftated his femiments on 
political {vLh}c€t€ in that Houfe, that day to rife and atow his 
opinioa aeto the prefent inyortant crifib of public aflairs. He 
meant moft decidedly tome his vote for the Addrefs, ^and to 
4end minlfters erery potSble ;fup|iQrt towaids a ytgorous pro- 
iecntion of die^war { becaufe be «at only coniidered it as ju& 
.and neceilary, but fudi aslsad been fercod upon the country, 
and could not at prefent be bfought to a lerminatioii with 
iafety and honour. He ^rted entirelf with thofe noble 
Lords, tfaat'there was not m fraaoe any proper power to treat 
-with at prefent, fo as to make a peace to be relied on^ in the 
iinaUeft degree likely to be permanent and fecure» ,When a 
noble Earl near him (Lord Mansfield) had faid, that Ji was 
^U for ordtr to mtaki mt ttHamn vrith tmarchf^ he- bad, 
aps inadTertently, ufed the very expreflkm of Monfieur 
lot, in his pamphlet addre&dto his conftituentsi piibliihed 
at Paris in May laft, and iounediately fuppreficd: The 
pamphlet, thougn fo long fince publi(hed, bad do^ for the 
leafon he had ftated, been known much of in JLondon, till 
within a few weeks paft. That panYpUet gave a ftriidng 
jM&ure of the true fituation of the Convention, 4md the jpre- 
4bminant fa£lton in Paris; and the ftatement it contamed 
anight be relied on^ as the author was well known to have had 
^a principal (hare in contriving the plots lie deforibed, and to 
luve been .one of the diief a^ors in the HTeene of his politicd 
4bama. His LordChip thought no man could read that 
<uiion8 pamphlet, and not be convinced, that it would he 
.the extreme of folly to attempt Xo negotiate for peace witb 
any perfons in France at prefent The circt^mftances of tlie 
times, and the fituation of the country, the Earl faid, reminded 
liim of a celebrated performance at a memorable epoch oi our 
liiftory, he meant the laft fpeech of King William to his 
filament; that fpeech had made fo much impreffion on 
fcbe j>ubli04xund> a^d been fo generally admired, that it was 
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printed and fold in great numbers, which were framed and 
hung up for years together in moft of the houfes in all parts 
of the kingdom. His Lordihip read fome of the moft ftriking 
pafTages of it, and particularly that in which the King told 
his parliament, to recoUeB that the eyes of all Europe were upon 
them : that the caufe the country was engaged in^ was moft ardu^ 
otts and important ; hut that they might entertain a confidence of 
fuceefsy It Englishmen were but true to them- 
selves. His Lordihip commented .on the wifdom and falu- 
tarinefs of this language, and on its appofitenefs to the prefent 
occafion, when the eyes of all Europe were clearly upon us, 
and there was fo much occafion for public imanimity, and for 
Englifhmen to be true to themfelves. 

Earl Stanhope faid, he was aftoniflied to hear the noble Duke 
and the noble Earl near him, pledge themfelves refpe£livdy 
to that Houfe, to give their cordial and hearty fupport to 
minifters, during the future profecution and continuance of 
the war : He rofc, therefore, to pledge hirafelf to that Houfe, 
and to the public, as heartily to give his firm and moft deter*- 
mined oppofition to the war, in every ftage of it ; becaufe he 
thought it a moft unjuft and-unnecefiary war. He meant that 
night to vote for the Amendment, as propofed by his noble 
friend ; and was forry to have heard it fo much miftated, as 
it had been by the noble Duke, not, he was perfuaded, inten- 
tionally, but in confcquencc of mifconccption merely. The 
Amendment was clear and fpccific, and peculiarly proper, as 
it left it to the wifdom and prudence of his Majefty, what 
terms to ofier, or what to accept : But it would not be nccet- 
fary for him to take up much of their Lordihips* time,- by 
entering into a difcuffion of the expediency of fuch a propo^ 
fal for peace, as he intended, in a few days, to bring forward 
a motion for that purpofe ; and he would take^^care it fhould 
not be mifreprefented, becaufe he woulcL take care that it 
ihould not be mifunderftood. The.fubjett was of infinite 
importance to the country, and ought not to be poftponed. 
What he alluded to was a motion for an Adilrefs to his Majefty, 
to defire his Majefty to give direftlons (ojj^. formal recognition 
of the French republic. He profeflcd himrejf warmly inclined 
for peace in almoft any manner that it coii^ be obtained, and . 
would therefore vote for the Amendmel^. He not only 
thought that we could and ought to treath:§eith the prefent 
government of France ; but would go mucfrfurther, in order 
that it might be no longer a doubt or difiicuJjy who we were 
to treat with, or how we were to treat. He had acquainted 
his noble relation, the Secretary of State^ that it was his in- 
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^ntion'to make a motion to fet that matter in the cleareft 
•point of view; and requeftcd he would name the earlieft day 
poffible, when it would be convenient to him that it (hould 
be brought forward. The noble Secretary harf* named next 
Thurfday : He therefore gave notice, that on Thurfday (23d) 
he meant to move, that an humble Addrefs be prefented to his 
Majefty, humbly praying that his Majefty would be pleafed 
to give directions to his minifters, in the name of this country 
to acknowledge the Republic of France; 

Lord Grenville faid, he had been anxious to hear all the 
arguments of different noble Lords before he fpoke, and he 
had hoped .that every noble Lord would have entered that 
Houfe with an unanimous determination to fupport tlie 
Addrefs to the crown. At this moment, when the eyes of 
Europe were turned on their deliberations, their unanimity 
might fliow a daring nation that they were refolved to main- 
tain the bleflings they enjoyed, and that difunion ihould not 
weaken their meafures; or ilacken their efforts. We have 
embarked in a war, in which we may naturally hope for the 
affiftance of Providence \ but the fubjeft had been argued with 
fo much ability and talents by the noble Earl who moved the 
Addrefs, and the noble Lord who feconded it, that little in- 
deed remained for him to add. It was* true that his noble 
relation had applied to him, to know when it would fuit him 
to difcufs the motion of which his noble relation had juft • 
given notice, and, as far as he had power, to name a day : He 
had faid, he had no obje£tion to Thurfday. He was obliged 
to his noble relation, for his intention to bring on the motion; 
but as it could not be too foon difcufled, he was glad it could 
be taken'into confideration on fo early a day. At fuch a crifi$ 
it was highly neceffary that the members of both Houfes 
fliould fpeak on it. With that view it was that his Majefty, 
in his Speech from tlie throne, had been fo explicit, and fo 
clearly itated the objeft of the war, the circumftances that 
had attended it, and the neceffity for its continuance. ' The 
condud of noble Lords that day had been extremely fatisfac- 
toiy~to his mind ; and he had no doubt but it would make a due 
impreffion on the nation, while it reflefted the higheft honour 
on themfelves. His Lordlhip faid, if the war was undefined 
and undefinable, as the noblfe Earl who moved the Amendment 
had ftated, the fame furely might be faid of the Amendment, 
without injuilice. With regard to the obje£ts of the war, and 
the fucceffes of the campaign. Lord Grenville declared, he 
did not think it neceffary for him to go into any detail thai 
day ; he would, therefore, content himfelf with reminding the 
- • ^ Houfe, 



Hov&f thtt m ^k rcfohr^ defended tht f/S$^t wd p«^ 
haps the iwkpeiidencc> of Europe : Aad* be tniftedy tb«t die 
rcfttk of tbetr deliberaitioii^ vould fiiniUh a brigbl fj^ ia li^e 
annals of their country. 

Tht AUtf^mt pf Lm^iffmm faid, he laoofidered the preliBQi^ 
as the opening of one of the OMft laomeittoiMi feffioas that 
}iad oecuif ed in foodem tioieea that, ezhaufted <6 the Hoojb 
mvky it was not oecc&ry for hiiii« at that late bottTp to take 
4ip much of their Loi^ihipa tine in arguments to ju^y hJH 
{lYiii^ hie Tote far die AmeiidBicnt» and againft the Addrefe 
a$ ongioatly moved. He meant not, the Marquif (aid, H^ 
nvcjd the appeirance of oppofing the ^rar ; th^r I«ordihips 
'Vf U knew he had decUred hw opinion on that point diftin^T» 
and affigned his xeaifbiia for it moft ei^licidy and unvefiurvedlf 
«o that Houfe and Jlo^hc people laft JieiSon« when the hitter 
irere in the fulnefe of their deluGon. He thought he ixv 
pretty evident marks of a change in the public fentiineat^ 
vefeeStbg the war. Sure he was, that wmu men came to 
fefled c<K>Uy, and to give their reaioo fair play, diey would be 
iconvmced that the war was unneceflary ip its commeocen»ea;» 
and highly impoUttc in its continuance. Thi^ vras his. opinion, 
and tlut opinion be would never be backward to aflert and 
enatntain in the £ice of their Lordlbips. As for the -Sppech 
^delivered from the throne^ confidenng it the fpeech -of the 
miniftry, he wouM declate he (hould oppofe the greater pact 
<^ it ) litde, very Jittle of it) was there to which he could give 
the fmalleft approbation. The .Speech bad difcovered a fecre^ 
.^va* that it was a war for nothing: Nothing akraqps coft moft; 
h was generally apurchafe paid for ten times over* Hurried 
into das melancholy war. Heaven knows where it will tevmU 
.nate ( for minifters feemcd determined to perfevere till fome 
£rm government was eftablilhed, ormonaixAiy reftored. No- 
Ue Lords, in the coiirfe of the debate, aflerted, that this war 
was unprecedented i that it was totally diSerentfiom ai^ other 
in the hiftery of this country. He could find but one which 
4t ftrongly refembled, and which was nearly the deftruftioa 
lof England— the war with America. Though this war was 
"Carried on perhaps injudicioufly, he was certain that was much 
worfe. He would decline at prefent going into the hiftory of 
the campaign i he would for that fubjed chufe a time when 
their Lordfliips were not exhaufted by long fining, and 
wearied by difcuiBon. The minifters fay they are ignorant 
:how they fliould proceed; with whom they ftiould treats 
They tell you* my Lords, there is no power in France to 
treat with, if they weie dt^fed to .treat atalL Befoie they 
a make 



make ftid^ aftrdonflt kt* tk King's mini&en aflc General 
Wttvnifer) if cheie is no extfting government in France f 
iiCt them aikdc Duke of Bvanftrick and die King of Prui&a I 
Let them aflc my Lord Hood» and Sir GiU>ert EUiot ! Let 
Aem dkr the myalift army of La Vendee I Let them aft: the 
Mforrunace Lyonefe I Let theoLaik the Spaniards, retreating 
hefoM their arms ! AH thefe he was afmid muft confefs 
riiere was a government -, smd he gready feared that it would 
not* be long before the Prince of Sane Coboarg, and the 
Duke of York, muft allow that there was. a government ia 
Yrance* 

It did not) Ae Marquis iaid> require mueh of the fpirit of 
drrinaculn to pronounce a year ago, what would be the fatal, 
the untfToidaUe, confequences of involving the country in 
a war againft opinions; the avowed obje& of which was to 
repel unprovoked aggreiBons, but the real one was to pro* 
fieribe laws* to an independent country. Whether the Speech 
from the throne would remove or confirm the delirium that 
had been produced in the public mind, he could not take 
upon kinvco fay^ but it certainly contained information thas 
muft be acceptaUc to all that preferred war to peace, and 
had' an intcreft in fupporting the romantic fchemes of admi» 
ntftmtion* The Amendment of the noble Earl did not exa&ly 
correfpond with his ideas, although he gave it a preference 
to the Addvefs* The horrid oatnges diat had been perpe- 
trated in France, particukrly in the Ifiand of Noirmouder, 
were owing to the delufive Iiopes the royalifts entertained of 
affiftance iKMn diis countiy--»~They diurorcfcd their error 
Wheir too hte* The tragicai event that took place, he dhofe 
father to allude to that mention* Thefe outrages, he was 
ibrry to fay^ focmed to be terminated only by the extermina^ 
tion of one of die oonteoding parties. The Marquis com^ 
plained ot the fort of comempt and perfonal o<Kum endea* 
foursd to be thrown on the leading chaxaAeis in the Con<* 
vintion, and faid it was fimilar to me idle condu£i that had 
been held with refpe^ to the Congrefs in America, during 
the fflifehievous war with that country. He faid, it was 
weak and foolifli to talk of Engiifli mondity and Englifii 
leganl for religion, in contradiftinftion to the condoJl and 
manners of the French republicans. The faft«day was ap« 
pToadlmg, smd though he was not fond of party difcouries 
from the pulpit, he (hould be glad to hear a good fermon 
on a text, which he had always confidered as one of the beft 
parts of the Scriptuie, «»r. the parable o£ the Pharifee and 
thepuldicanf 

Tie 
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The Earl of Abingdon faid, that beinfr come to town te 
attend his duty in parliament, as one of the hereditary guards 
lans of the conftitution of this country^ and finding that thtf 
addrefs to his Majefty was founded on meafures, which alone^ 
in his mind, could effect our political fahration and cxiftence 
(I mean, faid his Lordfhip, by profecuting with unremitting 
vigour aild redoubled ardour, die juft and holy war in which 
we are engaged, juft and holy, moft truly fo on our part)^ 
he rofe to give the Addrefs his moft hearty and cordial fup 
port. 

The Marquis Tov)fifend made a fhort fpeech at the table in 
fupport of the Addrefs, and pointed out in a clear manner 
the impoiTibility of commencing a negotiation with the pre-* 
fent predominant fadion in Paris. The Marquis alfo ani« 
madverted on the-other topics which had been adverted to in 
the courfc of the Addrefs. 

The Earl of Lauderdale begaawith ftating the difficulties he 
felt in rifing to fpeak to the queftion, but his difficulties did 
not arife from the want of argument of the noble Earl. They 
aurofe from a melancholy reflection on the fituation of affiiirs ) 
from a painful recolledion of the raih condudi of the mi- 
aiftry, in not offering an alliance and treaty with France } 
from the recolle£lion how the minifters of this country 
treated the negotiations of the republic, and the fhameful 
and indignant manner with which they loft a favourable op« 
portunity for negotiation, titz. when Monfieur Chauvelin 
was here, whom they infulted, although he had been fent by 
the republic, to enter into an alliance with this country. 
He felt extremely hurt at being obliged to aft differently 
from the noble Duke (Portland) with whom he had com- 
menced his political career; and he lamented the lofs the 
country ^received, from the noble Duke's attaching himfelf. 
to miniftry; which, he doubted not, his Grace did on the 
pureft motives ; but neither that, nor, he believed, any thing 
clfe» could put an end to their private friendihip. He faidy 
that the noble Secretary of State had argued little on this 
important occafion ; that he made, it is true,' a pompous 
eulogium on the conduct of his Majefty's minifters and mea- 
fures, bot had quickly paffcd over every thing relating to the 
war^ every objeftion he could make to the Amendment, 
His Lordlhip apologized for having rifen fo late» but no 
latenefs of the hour could prevent him from doing his duty, 
and offer fome remarks on the fubjeft. The noble Secretary 
had faid, he wanted to hear every noble Lord to have ftated 
his fentimcnts before he rofe himfelf j but no noble Lord 

was 
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iras entitled to fay when another noble Lord fhould fpeak. 
He called on the noble Lords to confideo the finsation of the 
country, and to rccolleft how materially different the inea* 
fuTcs of minifters had been in the laft campaign, to what chej 
declared to be their obje£l in the next campaign. The war 
was engaged in to proteft the country of our allies from in^ 
vafion ; that they declared to be the obje£l ; but had they 
kept that in view ? His Lordfliip confefTed himfelf at firft 
puzzled to account for the pervcrfe dereliftion of the objefl: 
which minifters once profeifed to hold out — ^but he conjcftured 
the caufe might be found in the opinion of a man whofe 
imagination was acknowledged to be z.% futile^ as his judgment 
was notorioufly dcfcftive. He recommended it to their 
Lordfliips to examine the different language of Lord Auck- 
land's memorial, and that held bv Lord Hood in his addreifes 
at Toulon. Does ^continued his Lordfhip) the declaration 
of Lord Hood and Sir Gilbert Elliot at Toulon {hew that to 
be the obje£i which Lord Auckland had dated ?— Does the 
capture of the fortified towns in the Netherlands mairifeft 
that to be the only motive ? No j it is evident minifters wifli 
to eflablifh the old government, and that the revival of mo- 
nardiy tn France is now what appears to have induced them 
to penevere in hoftilittes. But he did not hefitate a moment 
to afiert, that if this vtras the particular obje£l they had in 
view, the campaign was condu£led with inability by miniftry j 
that they had let flip the only opportunity of effeduating 
their wifli, the time when the Duke of York, and Saxc 
Cobourg, were fuccefsfully advancing into the interior of 
France. Had they perfevered then, had they marched for- 
ward to the capital, the Convention might have trembled for 
their fafety, the republic might have fhuddered for their cx- 
iftence ; but the critical moment was deferred. Their minds 
were turned to different objefts 5 they omitted the only period 
• for fuccefs, and they gave the viftorious arms of the republic 
an opportunity of deftroying the only remaining friends of 
royalty in Britanny and \j\ Vendee. 

His Lordfhip adverted to' the wretched (late of the royal- 
ifts in that country, who now fuffer the horrors of deftrudive 
war, and (hudder at the confidence they had placed in the pro- 
feffionsof fupport from England, nearly as much as they did at 
the introduction of the guillotine into that devoted province. 
He was forry that, at this time, the noble Duke fliould with- 
draw from the people that fupport which he ever gave to 
their intereft : Surely it was not the melodious voice of the 
noble Lord who called to him, that could have induced him 
Vol. L F to 
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to depart from that line of qondud; which had liitherto fo 
eminently dilUnguiihed him. If he wiihed to fave the 
country from the ptecipice of ruin, be ought to oppofe the 
gOTernment, and give bis fupport to the amendment. The 
noble Duke afierted that tliis war was different from any 
we were ever engaged in^ that its obje£l was the fupport of 
religion and happinefs, and that it was folely defenfive. For 
his part, he had never dreaded the introduction of French 
principles in this country ; but as to the latter aflertion, could 
the noble Duke be ferious, when he faid, that the capture 
of the fortified towns in the Netherlands fliewed the war to 
be defenfive ? Does the attempt of fending troops into the 
Weft demonftrate that fuch was their obje£l ? Does the cap- 
ture of Toulon, and the. confequent declaration, (hew it to 
be the motive ? No ! the eftabllfhment of monarchy in France 
is the fecret objeA which miniftry undertook to e£k£luate ; but 
each day might convince them of their error, of the little 
ground of ezpe£tation there was to warrant their indulging 
in the vain idea of being able to accompliih fuch an event. 
What, he aiked, was the fituation of the republic now, com- 
pared with what it was when we embarked in this ruinous 
war ? The refources of Auftria, of PrufTia, and of England^ 
were greater ^ but the enemies of France were more nu- 
merous ; now their internal enemies are deftroyed, we can 
hope for nothing in the quarter of the royalifts : The difaf- 
fe&ed city of Lyons is razed; the inhabitants ezpofed to 
mifery, executed, or dragging on an exiftence in dungeons i 
Toulon is recovered : In a word, no internal enemies diftra£l 
and weaken tlieir exertions. The popular idea, the only ar- 
gument made ufe of by the miniftry of the country, that 
.which feemed to contain the very marrow of that on which 
they relied, was the difiiculty and the dangers of treating 
with the government in France. This was the argument- 
made ufe of when the rafluiefs of former .minifters had 
brought England to the verge of ruin during the American 
war. He reprehended the ftyle in which .the leaders in the 
.Convention were treated in this country, and faid, it was 
like the ftyle adopted with rcfpeft to the leaders in America 
.during the laft war. What ! it was faid by the minifter then, 
is the firitifti nation to ftoop to treat with Hancock and his 
crew ? What 1 fay miniftry now, fliall the nation treat with 
Robefpierre? They were obliged to treat with that fame 
Hancock and his crew, whom tney had aSe(9:ed to defpife ; 
and they muft, ere long, enter into alliance with fome of 
thofe againft whom they now fo loudly inveigh ; but, my 
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Lords, though it is irrelevant now, the confequences of this' 
war cannot be pafled by } confequences fo lamentable, that 
you cannot but fliudder when you hear that the alarm of 
fear, which was fpread by the miniftry, became the obje£^ 
of criminal perfecution in this country. The revolutionary 
tribunal in France is looked on with horror and difguft ; but 
what has been the condud of the criminal courts in Great 
Britain, particularly on a recent occalion in a diftant part of 
the kingdom ? Have you not heard of the moft extraordinary 
ftentcnces ? Were fuch cruelties ever remembered in the 
hiftory of our country ? Are thefe what can induce the 
people to admire the conftitution ? Are thefe what can 
warm them to its fupport i What man could venerate or 
vsfpcGt that conftitution which muft be protected by the 
friend becoming a fpy on the anions of his neighbour, and 
the hours of domeftic conviviality fubjed to a ftate inquifi- 
tion ? But, my Lords, this bufinefs is not confined to this 
kii^dom ; in that country to which I belong, the courts of 
juftice have exceeded every thing that imagination could 
pi£hire ; but the Gngularity of their proceedings ihall be an 
cb]c€t of future fcrutiny. I will bring their condu£l under 
inveftigation, and fliew you that this is one of the confe- 
quences of tl^is ruinous war. The writings of Mr. Paine^ 
which for two years were let pafs with impunity, were at laft 
atucked by the provident miniftry, and the moft horrible 
perfecutions were entered into to fupport their impolitic am- 
Didon. But what was it, my Lords, that brought about that 
revolution which we fo often lament ? It was the enormous 
leverity of punifhments } it was the dreadfal oppreffion of 
the poor. Does the minifter of this country proceed the 
riffht way to prevent the introdudion of French principles ? 
A embarks m the war ^ich weighs down the people with 
taxation ; and he introduces a fyftem of feverity which muft 
make them d^teft, not admire, the conftitution we all are fo 
proud to boaft of. His Lordihip dwelt on what he termed 
the mifi:ondu£l of the war, the expenfive cftabliihment at 
Toulon, which minifters knew muft be evacuated ; and it was 
therefore a wafte of the public money. He confidered the 
treatment of the Duke of Tufcany by adminiftration as al* 
together fcandalous and indcfenfible } it was a fpecies of con- 
duSt thht had been revived now, for the firft time, after it had 
Iain by dormant and condemned for near a century. What 
right had we to charge that Prince with want of family 
afFeftion ? What had been the confequence of the former in- 
terferences in two known inftances i No lefs than the death of 

Fa that 
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that relation, for whofe fafety they had interfered* After a 
long (peech, containing many more pointed obfervations, his 
Lorduiip faidV I agree with a noble Earl, that ** the eyes of 
Europe are fixed on us at this moment :'* We ihould (hew, 
by the decifion of this night, by the fupport we give the 
Amendment, that in Engliflimen there continues that true 
greatnefs of mind, that would wrih to put a (top to the in- 
hitman deluge of blood, which difgraccs the powers of Europe 
engaged in this unjuft, unnatural, and impolitic war. 

Lord Cariyie dcfired to be heard, in order to notice what 
had been faid by the lad noble Lord. He was not afraid, he 
faid, that it would make much imprefTion on the Hoofe ; but 
it hiight have fome efFefl on the public without doors, if not 
fet to rights : It was on that account that it deferved an 
anfwer. 

His Majcfty's minifters had been charged with having 
neglefted their duty, in having refufed to negotiate with M. 
Chauvelin for fccuring the continuance of peace with France ; 
but M. Chauvelin had no powers to treat for, or fecure peace. - 
M- Chauvelifi had come to this country merely to diifeminate 
Tedrtion, not to negotiate peace : But all nis attempts were vain ; 
he found the people loyal, fatisfied, and happy ; and returned 
to France with the unwelcome report, that it was impof&ble 
to prevail on Britifli fubjeds to leiTen their afie£lion for their 
Sovereign, and love for their conftitution. 

The Amendment to the Addrefs, his Lordihip faid, con^ 
vcyed an unwarrantable refleftion on his Majefty*6 minifters. 
Its bbjeft was to recommend a fpeedy peace with France, as 
if tlfcy did not dbfire it ; and were they not anxious to con* 
elude It the moment there was an opening for a permanent 
and fecure peace ? But could fuch a peace be negotiated with 
men who fet religion and every moral obligation at open defi- 
ance ? who gloried in atheifm r 

Lord GrertvilU rofe a fecond time, and hoped that every 
noble Lord would have fpoken. His Lordfliip threw a variety 
of new lights upon the fubjeft of the debate. He acknowledged 
it was not furprifing, that the noble Earl [Lauderdale] could 
not reply to arguments he had not adduced \ but he would, 
thus called upon, enter pretty fully into the queftion, that he 
might reply to certain afTertions which had been freouently 
urged in tne courfe of that night. His lx>rd(hip Aid, he 
wilhed the noble Earl had not ventured to tjueftion the con- 
duft of the criminal courts of a diftant part of the kingdom, 
if he had not thought proper or intended to bring the charge 
forwiird in fuch a fliapc as would admit of full information 
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ie{jpe6Hng it, and a fair and ample difcuffion. Whenever that* 
fhooldbe the cafe, he pledged himfelf to ihew that in no inftance* 
had the laws bden wrefted for any vindi£kive purpofe— They* 
had been exerted^ but not ftretched; and the occafions had' 
been fuch as fufficiently called for the rengeance of an infulted- 
conftitution. There would, he hoped, be a future opportu«* 
nity for going thoroughly into an inveftigation of the buifioeff *'' 
The principal point under diicuffion, his Lordihip faid, 
was the queftion that had been fo frequently repeated, *< With 
whom were we to treat ?" He would give their Lordihips % 
fatisfadiion more complete on that point than any furmifes or' 
arguments he could himfelf advance ; he would give them the- 
opinion of M. Briflbt, a man confeifedly at the head of a pow*. 
crful party, that of the Girondifts, whofe policy brought the 
unhappy Monarch of France to the fcafibld, and whoie crime 
had been ftated by Robefpierrc to be no lefs than the plung-^ 
ing of France into a war with this country. 

The Executive Power, then, according to M. Briflbt, i» 
any f anguinary monfter, who, in the revolutionary infur- 
leAion of a mob, is the moft ferocious and the moft unprin-^ 
cipled/' If we could have acceded to terms pr<^ofed by M. 
Briflbt, can we fuppofe that M. Robefpierre would not have 
found it eafy to convert into criminal accufation the making 
peace with a tyrant (for fuch they had infamoufly ftyled hit 
Majefty), in dired oppofition to the will of the Convention^ 
who had declared it death to propofe to treat with any power, 
till that power had firft acknowledged the fovereignty of the 
nation, and the juftice and propriety of the principles thev 
had eftabliihed ? And could we admit tq negotiate with fucn 
perfons on fuch grounds ? Impoflible I 

What, faid his Lordfhip, was the opinion of M. Briilbt as 
to our averfion to negotiate ? Hear his own words—** The 
abfurd and impolitic decree of the 19th of November, which 
very juftly excited uneaGnefs in foreign cabinets**— Here yott 
have a juftification, by the author of the war, of the feelings 
and tlie cotidu^i of the allied powers. He adds, throwing 
the infamy of that aA upon the Anarchifisy <* die death of the 
King is an impolitic meafure, which, with the maflacfes of 
the ad of September, alienated from them all the neutral 
powers.** 

At Utic very moment we were amufed with the hopes of 
peace, Dumourier was preparing to invade Holland. The 
uecutive Council of France only deGred him to drive the 
Auftrians from the Rhine, as a preparatory ftep, and the 
conqueft of UoUaad would have followed of courfe. The 
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pliaiider tbey were to coIle£b in Holland was to have enabled 
them to have carried on their fchemes of fubvertine every 
ether government; and M. Briflbt has confefled, that the vaft 
wealth that was to be acquired, was for the purpofe of enrich-* 
ing the tvrants that ruled France. 

If we nad been even inclined to defcend to negotiate with 
the prefent men in power, M. Robefpierre would tell vou, 
that you could not do fo, unlefii certain previous ftiputations 
were complied with. By a decree of the Convention, France - 
cannot make peace with any power wlio holds one foot of her 
territory ; previoufly therefore to a negotiation, the allies mud 
have given up the tortrefies they have taken ^ they muft have 
given up Brabant; and Savoy and Nicemuft have been put 
in poiTeffion of the repuUicifns. In the Weft Indies we muft 
kave abandoned Cape Nicola Mole; and in the Eaft we muil 
bave evacuated Fondicherry, and every odier conqueft which 
happily manifefts that their power in India is for ever anni* 
hilated. 

His LordOiip then proceeded to (hew the nature of A\e re* 
volutionary power, according to the opinions of M. Urtflbt» 
which proved, that it ftruck at every thing like authority and 
order, and that the finews of its power were imprifonmenr» 
confifcation, rapine, and maiTacre. 

The noble Earl, he obferved, feemed to be completely un* 
acquainted with the prefent ftate of France. If he thought 
tliat the people were unanimous in axiy thing, he would tell 
him, that, from the commencement of the revolution, a pe- 
riod of more violent diflenfion never exifted ; nor were the 
minds of men ever more averfe to what pretends to be the 
executive power of the country than thev were at this mo« 
ment. In Paris there now exifted twoia£lions, as much at 
open variance as the Briflbtines and the Mountain had been. 
The Commune of Paris and the leaders, of the Convention 
were engaged in a violent ftruegle for the executive povrer* 

Notwithftanding the dreadud denunciations of the mer- 
chants, and every defcription of perfons one degree better 
than the Sum CuhiUs\ of fiourdeaux, at Marfeilles, and at 
Lyons, (b little dependance can they place on the real feelinga 
and attachment ot the people, that at Lyons, for inftance, 
not one wretch could be found fufficiently depraved, for their 
confidence, and Paris was ofaJiged to fend and fupply the 
municipal officers of the fouth. In the capital two commit* 
tees, as he had ftated, were ftrug^ling for the afccndency ; 
and they were deceived, who imagine that the fa£kion, which 
had difcomfited BriiTot, might nqt fpeedily fall before a more 
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blood7 rival. That the prefent fuccefsful men perceive the 
lame ncccffity for order as their predecefibrs^ and labour to 
obtain it, is fo ludtcrouily proved) that, to the aftoniihment 
and laughter of all mankind, we find the merciful Robefpierre 
become the advocate of the Chriftian religion. 

Men formerly diought themfelves eminently fuccefsful in 
the caofe of freedom when they deftroyed the Bailile : At the 
time of its demolition it was a memorable fad, that only two 
ftate prifoners were found in it. Look at the prifonsof France 
at the prefent moment, crowded with unhappy wretches, 
whofe riches conilitute their greateft crimes. In all more than 
two hundred thou£ind perfons have been made the vi&ims of 
fufpicion and the revolutionary power. In Paris, the gaolst 
the abbeys, every den which they can convert to the iafeguard 
of the only men of worth in France, is full of thofe unhappy 
obje&s ot a diabolical vengeance, and about 5000 perlons 
now languiih in the dungeons of Paris. Nay, a late and wcU« 
known event may {hew in a moft glaring light, the total in* 
difference to even the miferable forms of juftice remai^iing, 
A great number of the unfortunate wives, &c. of thofe un« 
happy prifoners came in a body to the bar of the Convention, 
to befeech that their relatives might have the common juftice 
of trial afforded them, that if guilty, they might be puniihed, 
bat if innocent, reftored to their homes; then they were ad* 
moniihed, after Ibme fulfome allufions to the mother of the 
Graccbij to employ their time better than to think about the 
deftiny of fufpefled perfons. But as fomething Mras to be 
done, a motion was made to refer their cafes to the invefti* 
gation of the Committee Ju Sa/ut Publique. This vras negatived; 
for it was impoffible for patriot citizens to fpare fuffident 
time for fo humiliating a uik ; it was therefore decreed that 
two members taken from their fociety, (hould, juft when 
they had nothing better to do, inquire whether any of them 
were worth faving, and report accordingly. Thus, in de» 
fiance of every principle of law and juftice, thefe perfecuted 
beings were delivered up to the favage judgment of the very 
men by whofe arbitrary authority they were originally com* 
pelled to people their prifons. 

Lord Grenville, in the courfe of his reafoning upon the dif- 
ferent parts of M. Briffot's addrefs to his conftitueots of the 
EoTt and Loire, contrafted them with the various ftatem^nts 
made by Brifibt to the Convention » at the commencement of 
the prefent year, in his reports delivered in his capacity of 
chairman of the Committee Diplomatique \ from whence it ap** 
peared, that the colouring put upon the moft important fa£|% 
6 parti* 
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particularly with refpe£b to the views arid objcflsr of the Con-* 
Tcntion in relation to the government impofed upon thtf 
people of Belgium, and in reference to their dbndud to fo"< 
reign powers, and the means of eflfeAinfg their pmrpofe m 
each particular, was totally falfe and delufive ; and that the 
reports altogether might juftly be confidertd as one continued 
mafs of grofs impofition on the public of France, with a view 
to furtli^r the interefts and aims of the Girondifts (at that 
time the prevailing f aft ton in the Convention) ^fince Briflbt 
in his celebrated addrefs to his conftituents explains the whole 
myfteiT, and openly confefles that fuch fallacies were prac- 
tiied, m order to mtflead the people, and eftabliih the'ty* 
ranny of the rulers of France. In this part of his fpeech (and 
it was by much the longeft and mod eflential) Lord GrenvilM 
difplayed uncommon ability and powers of reafoning. He 
firft read the chofen paffages from the diplomatic reports of 
Briflbt, and, after fome pointed and illuftrative obfervatiom$ 
ftated the different manner in which Briflbt explained the real 
fafts, and commented upon them, in his recently printed 
addrefs of May laft; but as we are not in pofleflion of the 
papers containing the diplomatic reports of Ikifibt, it would 
be a vain attempt to endeavour to follow his Lordfhip in detail 
through this very important and very able part of a fpeech, 
more remarkable for clearnefs and addrefs, where the taflc 
was in itfelf compkie and difficult, than any Q>eech we ever 
Uftened to« 

Hh Lordlhip concluded with declaring:, that he entertained, 
on what he deemed reafonable grounds, the firmeft confidence 
in the uRimate fuccefs of the Allies; and that, feeling the 
noble talk which that Houfe was then met to perform, he de« 
duced from the decifion of that night, and the UefTmg of Rro^ 
vidence upon their councils, the reftoration of order and go- 
vernment to France ; and the prefervatbn of the laws, the 
religion, and the liberties of Europe. 

The Earl of LauJerdale rofe to explain. His Lordfhip de- 
clared, he was fo far a friend to the dodrine of equality, 
that in that Houfe he would ever infift on liberty cf fpeech. 
He had as much right to deliver his fenttments at one time o£ 
« debate as at anot&r, and no noble Lord, whether a minifler 
or not) was entitled to dt£tate to him as to the mode in which 
he thought proper to difcharge his parliamentary duty. With 
regard to what the noble Lord had faid, refpe^iing the allufioh 
he had made to the conduct of a criminal court in Scotland, 
be was a little fnrprtfed, becaufe if he were better known for 
any one jpatfi of nis ccmdu^ in Parliament than another, he 

truftcd 
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tmtted it was,* for not blinking any queftion of importance^ 
but meeting it in the moil open and dirc^ way. He might 
Hardly have been fuppofed to mention the conduct pf the cri- 
minal courts of jnftice in Scotland^ if he ha4 not meant to 
bring the fttbje£k forward in a regular ihapCy as foon as he 
was perfc&ly prepaced to do fo. Such was his intention^ 
when it was conFenient to himfelf. His LordMp added a 
few more words to proye* that the noble Secretary, in de* 
cbring that the republicans of France had pafle^ a decree 
fubjeSing thofe perfons to the penalty of death, who made 
peace with any Power ^that held ^ foot of the dominions of 
f ranee, had oeen guilty of a miftake, and confounded the 
idea of that decree^ by fubftituting the words '' make peace,** 
for << treat for peace/' ^His Lordfhip alfo repeated, 'that his 
noble friend's amendment only generally mentioned that his 
M^efty might be addrefled to propofe terms of peace, withoi^ 
ftating or limititig his Majefty to propofe 2ny precife terms. 

The Lord Chancellor left tne wooUack, not, he (aid, wit^ 
mny intention, at that late hour, to go into a difcuflion of 
the fubje£l at large. After the very able manner in which 
that had been treated by his noble friend near bim (Lord 
Auckland), by the noble Secretary of State, and by many 
other noble Lords, any obfervations of his on the propriety 
and good fenfe of .his Majefty's Speech, or of the Addrei| 
moved in anfwer to it, would be wholly. unneceiTary and fu« 
perfluous. He troubled their Lordfhips merely to take notice 
of a matter, which he doubted not their Lordfhips would go 
with him in confiderixig of more weighty importance than 
even any further diicuIBon of the Speech from the Throne^ 

Seat and important as that confiderstion undeniably was*, 
e Tofe for the purpofe of vindicating the chara£ler of the 
jadges.of the criminal court in Scotland, who had not b^en 
made the fubje£l of a AirtQt accufation, which would admit 
of inveftigation, difcuffion, and d,efence, but in an indired^^ 
incidental, and, fecondary way, had been attacked in the 
niceft and moft delicate point, that any man bearing the fe- 
rious, fokmn, and important charafber of a judge, could 
poflibly feel. The noble Secretary of State had taken invme- 
diate and proper, notice of fo unjuft a charge, and the noble 
Earl (who had thou^t proper obliquely to allude to him, aU 
though the noble Earl well knew that he was ready at all 
-times to meet any dire£fc charge) had condefcended to fay, 
that he intended to bring the matter forward in a regular 
ihape ; but he had neither mentioned the time when he would 
«io fo, nor the £ads on which he. grounded his fuggcftion. 
- VouL ^ G The 
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*• Wc congratulate your Majefty on Ac adrantages which 
^ have been obtained- by the arms of the alUcd povrers, and 
^' on the favourable change which has taken place in the gene- 
^ ral fituation of Europe, fince the commencement of the war. 
^ We have feen with great fatisfa£lion the United Province* 
^ proteded from invaGon, the Auftrian Netherlands recorered 
^ and maintained, and places of confideraUe importance ac* 
^ quired on the frontiers of France : We confider the recap* 
^ tnre of Mentz, and the fubfequent fuccef&s of the allied 
^armies on the Rhine, as having, notwichftandtng the late 
^' advantages of the enemy in that quarter, proved highly be* 
^ neficial to the common caufe ;, and we are alfo juftly fenfiblc 
^^ of the powerful efibrts which have been made by yourMa** 
^' jeil/s allies in the South of Europe. 

" We rcflcft with particular fatisfadion on the manner la 
^ which the operations of your Majelly*s enemies have been 
*^ impeded, during fo great a part of the campaign, by the 
^ temporary poileffion of the town and port of Toulon ; on the 
** important and dccifive blow which in the evacuation of that* 
** place has been* given to their naval power; and on the dif- 
*^ tinguiihed condu£l, abilities, and fpirit manifefted on that 
^ occafion by your Majefty *s. commanders, officers, aind forces 
*• both by fcaand land. 

«* Wc Deg leave to exprefs the fatisfa£>bn which we alfa 
^ feel in feeing that, Airing the courfe of the prefent year, the 
** French have been driven from their poffeffions and fifliery 
*^ at Newfoundland 't that .important and valuable acquifltions 
•* have been made both in rfie Eaft and Weft Indies; and that 
** while our naval fuperiority has been midifputed, our com- 
•* merce has been fo fully and efleftually proteftcd. 

** We can aflure your Majeftj that wc are ftrpnely impreff* 
*< ed both with the necefiity of vigorous and peneverin| ex- 
^< ertionsy and with the expe&ations of ultimate iuccefs, front 
•* the confideration of the means by which the further pro- 
V gtefs of the allies has hitherto been impeded, and of the 
f * fyftem from which our enemies have derived the means of 
** temporary exertion ; fuch a fyftem,, diipofing arbitrarily of 
** the lives and propertv •f a numerous: people, and violating 
** every reftraint of juftice, humanity^ and religion, ftas ne- 
** oeflarily been produflive of internal difcontent and confu- 
*^ iion, and has tended rapidly to exhauft the na^ral and real 
5* ftrcngth of that country. 

" While wc join with your Majefty in regretting the neceC- 
^ fary continuance of the war, we are confident that yout 
,*♦ Majcfly's concern for the cflintial interefts of your people 
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«^ will induce your Majcfty toperfeYere in the purfuit of thofe 
^^ obje^ by which ^one the folid bleflings of peace can be 
** fecured ; and to take fucb meafures as may moft e^eftuallf 
^ provide for the permanent fafety of your Majeily's people^ 
^ and for the independence and fecurity of Europe. It is im« 
^ pofllble for us not to fee that the attainment of thefe ends i» 
** ftiU ohftrufted by the prevalence of a fyftem in France, 
^ equally incompatible with the happinefs of that country, 
^^ and with the tranquillity of all other nations ; and, under 
*< this tmpreilion, we fully concur in (he jnft and benevolent 
*^ featimients manifefted in the declaration which your.Ma- 
^* j^fty ^93 ii^ctoufly been pleafed to communicate to us ^ and 
'* we have feen with the utmoft fatisfafkion fo large a part of 
^* Europe united in acaufe of fuch general concern. 

^ We acknowledge, with pride and gratitude* the gracious 
•* manner in which your Majcfty is pleafed to exprefs.your 
^ Maieft/s fenfe of the unfliaken loyalty and firm attachment 
^ to tne eftablifhed conftitution and government, which, not* 
" withftanding the continued efforts employed to miflead and 
" to feduce, have been fogcncrally prevalent among all ranlu 
•* of yourMajefty^s fubjefts. The zeal and alacrity of themj- 
** litia, and the diftinguifhed bravery difplaycd on every occa* 
*• fion by your Majefty*s forces both by fea and land, have af- 
*• forded eminent proofs of the fame Ipirit which pervades and 
•* animates every clafs of the nation ; and encouraged as your 
•• Majefty's forces have been by the diftinguifhed example of 
•* your Majefty's illuftrious progeny, and by the fenfe of the 
" bleffings which it is the obje£l of all our exertions to prc- 
** fervc, they have maintained the luftre of the Britifh name, 
•* and have (hewn themfelves worthy of the caufe in which 
^ they are employed, 

^ We intreat your Majcfty to be perfuaded, that^ in all 
^ our deliberations, we fhall bear in mind the true grounds 
•• and origin of the war. We remember with juft indignation 
^ the attack made on your Majefty and your Majeft/s allies, 
,<< grounded on principles which tend to deftroy all property, 
*' to fubvert the laws^ and religion of every civilized nation, 
^ and to introduce univerfally that wild and deftru£live fyftem 
** of rapine, anarchy, and impiety, the effefls of which, as 
•* they have. already been manifefted in Francci furnifli a 
<< dreadful but ufeful leflbn to the prefent age and to pof- 
•* terity. 

•* We will 04 our parts perfevere with union and vigour in 
** our exertions, fenfible that by difcontinuing or relaxing the 
^ prefem efforts, we could hardly procure even a fliort interval 

" •f 
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nent, and having there nniverfally fpread her frantic fyfteni of 
def<dation, would at length bring her deftru£live principles into 
full operation in this ifland. We might not be the firft f^* 
ctifice '9 but afTuredlir neither we nor any exifting power in 
]liux>pe could long elcape her mercilefs dominion : No one, he 
thought, could doubt of this, who confidered the prefent cha- 
xa£lcr of France, as evinced both in her avowed principles, her 
deceitful profciBons, and her public conduA. 

Peace, every friend to his cotmtry mod certainly wiihed 
Ibr; but it muft be a peace in fa£l, and not in femblance only; 
a peace of permanency, not a temporary and delufive rcpofe. 
At prefent it was not to be obtained with fafety ; andanyfuf- 
^nfion of hoftility would in the end undeniably prove a mod 
deftru£live deluCon. Among the many a£^8 of horrid atro- 
city in which the prefent Convention of France gloried, it was 
impoflible, his Lordfliip faid, not to remark one, which par^* 
took, however, of the attribute of juftice. BrifTot and his 
fsi&ion projected and effeded the murder of his Sovereign^ 
and the deftru£kioA ofnnonarchy, BriiTot, and the accom-' 
plices of his deeds, had recently perifhed on the fcaffbld which 
they bad themfelyes. er,e£^ed and fupplied with vidims. In 
this fa£^, he faw not only a ftrong inftance of juftice, but s| 
well-timed warning to thofe who might think lightly of mo- 
narchy } an eftablifliment, under proper limitations, fo eflential 
to the fecurity of property, and tne prote£lion of individuals. 
It was no fmall fatisfa£lion, he declared, to find the fenfe of the 

}»eople of this country in general fo confonant to found rea- 
on and their true interefts. The proteftion which the con- 
ftitutibn afforded them, they gratefully repaid by the moft 
fincere loyalty, the moil unfeigned attachment, and the moft 
becoming fubmiilion to due fubordination and order. All the 
malicious endeavours of the difafie£ted had failed ; the good 
fenfe and honeft difpofition of Engliflimen had been proof 
againft all attempts to infufe fedition into their minds and to 
excite them to encourage proceedings tending to anarchy and 
revolt againft the eftablifhed government. 

The wife and vigorous meafures adopted in the laft Seffion, 
Kis Lordfhip faid, had been produftive of the moft beneficial 
ponfequences to the peace and profperity of this kingdom ; 
fay them the Jacobinical fadions, which had been engendered 
by art, and ftill lurked among us, had been expelled. In Ire«> 
)and, efforts no lefs daring and violent had been reforted 
to by the fame agents, or thofe actuated by the fame prin*- 
ciples; but the power of reafon rofe pre-eminent over the 
Intrigues of villany and anarchy, and the tranquillity of thefe 

countries 
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countries were now, he truftcd, happily fecured from all 
riolation or chance of being difturbed and overthrown. To 
render that tranquillity permanent, to maintain our national 
honour and chara£ker> and to make the whole civilized race 
happy, were obje£ls which, he had no doubt, a firm perfeverance 
in the war would e£Fe£lually fecure. 

The war, his Lordihip contended, was not only juft and 
politic, but forced on us by a neceillty which left us no 
option* 

The circiimftances of the war, he faid, were neither dif- 
touraging in themfelves nor difhonourable in effe£t. The 
tpTitoriesof our allies had been, fince the period of our being 
forced, by every poflible aggravation, and by every principle 
of felf-defence, to take part in it, reftored and prote£led ; our 
commerce had fufFcred no material curtailment ^ the difpofi- 
tion of a great majority of the people, he was fenfible, was 
friendly to the laudable purfuit of fupprefling the dreadful 
xeign of outrage, bloodfhed, and rapine ; and the fyftem on 
which our fanguinary foes carried on the war, could not be of 
lon^ duration, as their ' defperate rcfourc^ mufl have their 
limits. They declared war, and commenced hofttlity. The 
late temporary fuccefs of France on the Rhine had again de* 
moaftratcd her principles, and the views of her advocates at 
home. Wherever fhc conquers, her armies (hew the (ame 
fpirit of pillage and devaftation they ihewed lad year in the 
Netherlands j while at home, we find, on the firft news of hei: 
fuccefs, the enemies of our conftitution creep out again like 
beafU of prey from their fecret dens. He hoped, and doubted 
not, however, that every attempt of this nature would in- 
ftancly be crulhed by the united fpirit and loyalty of the peo«, 
pic. After other pertinent obfervations, his Lordihip con- 
cluded by reading the Addrefs he moved, which, as ufual, was 
an echo to his Majefty's Speech, adopting the principles, an4 
ailmitting the facts it contained. 

Sir Peter Burrell rofe to fecond the motion. He declared, 
that he ihould not have come forward, on the prefent occafion, 
in fo confpicuous an undertaking as that of feconding the Ad- 
drefs, did he not feel a thorough convi£l:ion that it behoved 
every man, who entertained a wifli for the well-being of fo- 
cicty, the prote£lion of his country, his liberty, his laws, an4 
his property, and who held in abhorrence afts thc.moft atro- 
cious and fanguinary that ever dil'graced the human race, boldly, 
and unequivocally to come forward and avow his principles.. 
Engaged, as we were, in a war with an enemy who reviled all 
foetal and moral ties, who had declared eternal hofUlity againii 

Vol. I. H every 
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every fitted fyftem of government, and whofe unprincipled and 
dfcfpcratc efforts at cniverfal dominion tRrcatened rfirvlrcll- 
htiltg of every orderly ftatc, and the very exiftcnce of civiKisetf 
itian^ how could a peace, at fuch a time, be propofed confiftent 
with the welfare of this kingdom, and the prote£tiori of hi? 
Majefty's allies ? To mak^ a feparate peace would be incom-» 
patiUe ^th the chara£ler of EngliOimen, who, true to their 
fakHf^nd' their treaties, will not forfaki thofe powers who are- 
engaged in the caufe of mankind, whofe territories in that 
cafe muft, 6Ti lort^y become provinces to fiance, and be fubjeft- 
cd to their unbounded ambition and cruelty^ in which cafi^ 
this tduAtry-mufl* be lisible to the infults, oppreffion, and 
finally, perhaps, to the dominion of an imphcabte, inveterate,- 
and, hlr would add, mitura? enemy, whofe government is- 
foundied^ on bloodfhed and rapine, ft was no' common enemy 
we were to apprehend and; guard* ourfelves againft in the 
French natron^ Revenge,- an^ not poffeffion', was the objcdt 
of their efforts r to deftrof, not to enjby, their purfuit ; nor 
would fuoccfe alter their principles^ The prefent war could' 
not be viewed in die partial Hght* of a conteft between £ng-^ 
land and France; nor could any mtereiled motives in the 
{m>fecution of it be- poflibly afcribed to us ; it was a' war of 
almoft all the powers of EuiK>pe againft. a fet of vile ufurpers». 
who, to accomplifli therr ptojedis, refpef): neither mau nor 
property, and are laying their- own fertile and beautiful roun** 
try in ruins ; who have deftroyed veligion in the expulfion of 
their clergy, and the open avowat of their infidel principles f, 
who hate fmnifiied order by the aboKtion of diflinflions and' 
neceffiiry gradations ; who deem the fuccefs of riie merchant^ 
in the acquirement of property bf his induftry^ an a£t of 
treafon ; who bring to the gmlhtine all men* of wealth } who* 
oblige the tradefman and fhopkeeper to difpofe of their arti-^ 
cles at prices arbitrarily fixed by their agents ;. and whofe 
mode of taxation is one invariable fyftem of {nunderand rob-^ 
bery; Such was die example which the common enenf y of 
mankind difplayed at this moment, to an aftonifhed, affirighted! 
worlds but, to give a juft pidhireof all their iniquities, it* 
would be neceflary for him, he faid, to enumerate the various- 
circumftances which had occurred fince the commencement* 
of the revolution in that oountry. 

It had been expe£led, that the light of order would gra-<* 
dually have broken in on the flormy clouds of the revolution;- 
but tnis hope was vanifhed. The a£lors were changed, but 
the fcenes continued the fame. The theories of Maraty from 
ndiich^ France^ herfclf ihruak with horror^ when they were 

firlt 
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firfr broached, were realized and carried into.pradice. Tie 
cxecudon of their fellow-citizens conftituted the- chief amuefe^ 
ment of the people. 

The views of the French rulers foon difclofcd themfelres 
after the memorable battle of Jtmuippe. They at once avowed 
their intention to ere6^ a fbvereign power on the rains of civit 
ized fociety. , The nation, loved by fome,.£eared by maay, and 
imitated by more, had funk fince that period tsto the loweft do^ 
luiement. If we had beea csqoled by them in 1792, what 
WYHild hajve been' our fiAiiatton at the y refent monent, when 
finilot aod the arniers o£ that moment were no nKnre^ The 
French nation had (kice<tha(t time declamd their pnrpofe of 
waging a war of extermination againd this coontry'. Their 
indinaiion in thisinftafioe happily .outraa t^ieir power. 

If a peace, were deflrable with fuch men^ it had not. yet been 
foited hoaw this pe^KX was to be obtained. W^e we to folicit 
thdr forgiveneisi We Aould And in this cafe fometbmg to 
/ieter us in jthc example of the city of Lyons. The late iac« 
cefies of the Freaoh were not so he regarded as an objedi of fn^- 
prife, where the property and the perfonal fervices of die fiib- 
jed were equally at d^e^mma^dof the ruling jpowers. b 
yras not to be expeded that the alli^ £Ould in the nrft inftance 
lure reiified a ntovement of this extraordinary deicripdon. 
\i flioold ferve ^y to put them on <heir guards as there was 
unhappily so part 'of E^^ope fuQciently out of the reach of 
dieir fuddcB excvrfions. }t became Engli;(hmen particularly 
to confidcTy ^tp in the fafcty of £«;ropet that ot our idand 
?ras tnyolTcd \ and that^ if the Netherlands fell i^ prey to the 
French^ ^%t cauje might be confidered as loft I 

Eng^^^nd, at die opening of the pre£?nt war^ wm^ not fuiE* 
ciently f repared, and for a rery extraordinary reafon. All 
parties had agreed, that our peace eftabliftimeat Aoold be 
reduced to its loweft ftandard, oathe ground ihat nothing was 
now to he feared from France, the anciei^t enemy m this 
country !r-rThe rehtkre fitjaatioa of both countiries was within 
^ laft year iion^pletely changed^ We were aow in a ftate of 
vigour suid a£live preparatioii. France had been nearly driven 
widiin her proper boundaries* jEier country was at prefent the 
iheatre of war, and the means intended for aggreflton (he had 
been obliged to convert ;o the purpofe of her own defence.. In 
.this refpe£k only were circumilances changed. Her difpofi- 
tions were (till the fame ; ruin and revenge were (lill her ob* 
jrds, and terror was (till her means ! Great Britain, alwavt 
renowned for the brilliancy of her atchievements, and whicn, 
fysL<it the eommencement of the piefent war, had 4iipby^ 



I 
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«£b of bntTcry, cooibge^ :ind genepoCty, that will ererlive to 
her honour; fliall ihc bow to the far^ige barbarity of her 
foes, when the means of conqueft, and a glorious iflue to the 
war, prefents kfelf taher view i Conyinced that fuch means 
amere within onr province, in concert with our allies, he (hoi4d 
condudewitfa giving Us heartj aflent to the motion of thanks. 
Mr. StdHvan faid, that he could not give a filent VjOte oi| 
this truly important occafion. The motives for ccHnmencing 
the war, in his opinion, ftiH continfied in full force. U 
France had depended on her regular refources, flie muftbefoie 
this time have been fubdued. Their means of fupporting 

- it wore moft extraordinary and npft unnatural. It was like a 
coavulCve efibrt in the human fraipe, which, though poweiw 
ful at the momoit, tended in the end but to weak0& and 

. mervate. 

Lard Wycombe avowed that he iras oi^e of thofe vdiO| laft 
fefBon, wten the queftion of war wa& brought forward, were 
of opinion that it was a meafu^e unoece^^ and impolitic^ 
convinced chat the objeds of it were attainable by negotia<« 
tlon, and that pood and falutary provifians might have beei| 
procured by us tor the oppreffed, and prqte^ion for the inno- 
cent. He thought at chat tipi^!, and Itill continued to think, 
that by fo domgi we fliould have pre\*ented, through our in-« 
fluence, the fate of the unfortunate Monarch and his Queen^ 
V(fhich was now fo much the obje£t of ottr condemnation and! 
pity. Since that period, he had properlv matured his ideas, 

' und could ind no one circumfhtnce that liad occurred to in** 

'dscehim to alter his opinion on t^e fubje£b ; on the contrary, 
he thought every recent event had proved it to have been weH 
founded ; and tne ill fuccefs which had attended our arms on 
the Continent, in feverai expeditions, afforded but a diftant 
pftofpeft of our efforts being ultimately crowned with fuccefs | 
and the rnd obje£b of it were every day moved ftiU farther 
from our attainment. Notwithftanding the interpretationa 
of fuccefs given to our various concerns in the war, he fhould 
boUiy fay, that, far from fubfcribing to this fond do£lrine, 
he confideted the arms of Great Britain as having experienced 
defeats, and (through the imbecility of his Majeft/js minifters][ 
misfortunes of the moft difcouraging nature. When the idea 
Wiis firil brooghc forward of a war with France, the ^neral 
opinion was, that the Britifti navy, withont comparifon tho 
grcateft and moft complete in the world, would ride viftorioutf 
over the feaf, aaid {htrtly annthikite that of France, reduced 
in its ftrength by a dimunition of its number, and the defec« 
tfon of its ofilceras'in whichi however, we are proved to* 
K , • hasp, 



bacfc been nriftaken \ for, notwithftandi«i}r tbe fuperiority of 
its force, the fea^ reoiaiiutinprotefleci, and'Ottr trade and oonir 
merce arc daily fuffcring by the captures made by the French, 

Saittcularly on the Newfoundland coaft i and from the river 
t. Lawrence to tfacGulph of Florida. Our firft expeditioh 
againft Martinique vras conduced in fbch a manner as he 
trailed would excite further inqfuiry and inveftigation. Jn^ 
Bnaica was left unprote6^ed to meet its fate. In the nexttplace^ 
the unproteded fituation of our trade andpoiTeflions along the 
whole coaft of North America, &c. required attention. When 
we coalider the nature of our Weft India trade, the produce of 
ihofe iflands cpmin? home from them alone the whpie Ameri'^ 
can coaft, what (hall we fay to the French haying the unintcr* 
mpted and undifturbed cconmand of that extenfive range i But 
for the infubordination of the French crews. Newfoundlami^ 
Halifax, and our other poiTeifions in that ^art df the worlds 
would moft probably have fallen a facriiioe to the force which 
was fitted out againft them. Of the Channel fleet and in 
aperatioo$, his Lordihip would forbear faying any thing at 
prefent, as his Lordihip purpofed making that a fnbje& of 
ktftin& inquiry hereafter. The expedition unfortunately un<* 
fdertaken againft Dunkirk, he could take upon him (o affirm, 
iras contrary to the opinion of the beft-informed men on the 
^ibjeA ; and that the only fruit that had refulted from it, wa« 
the unfortunaffe circumftance of having weakened our allie^i 
and expofed ourfelves to dtfgrace. To the expedition againft 
Ibblpn^ fimilar reprchenCon would befound to attach) ina& 
nutdi as, after all our wafte of blood and treafure^ hr was 
found to be untenable. With refped to Dunkirk indeed, par« 
ficolar blame was due, becaufe it had been undertaken with- 
out the adequate means of fuccefs. As a particular proof of 
^s, fiich gun4>oats as were conftrufked for that occafien, 
were neither ready lii due time, nor capable of carrying guns 
^ a. calibre fit -lo cope with thofe of the enemy. Nieuport 
muit have fallen into the hands of our enemies, but for the 
timely affiftance idSbrded to it by the arrival of his Honourable 
friend, XJeneial Grey. 

Of the Weft India expedition (under Sir Charles Grey and 
Sir Jotin Jarvis) Lord Wycombe faid, that he fhouki have 
entertained every hope from the known abilities of the com- 
manders ; but their force had been fo maimed and curtailed, 
previtms to their final departure, that he doubted if minifters- 
themfelves could entertain any very fanguine hope from their 
eteiticms< 

The 
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Hie condijidt of minifters to neutral powers would' fomit 
lie tntfted) alfo another ohjtGt of ferious invefti^tion. He 
^udjed particularly to ttie order of council, for intercepting 
Am^kap j0iip8 laden with the ptoduce of the French colonies. 
Tbt la^e 4>eec|i of the Prefidcnt, Mr. Wafliing|o% ihewedt 
that the AaMncans were not difpofed to be trifled. with| and^ 
iirom his knowledge, he could aver, that there was no circum-i 
^noe> which the Americans wo^ld be inclined more ftrongl]^ 
«o fefent, than fuch an attack on the fre!s4(yn of their conif 
j^acrcci 

HtsLordfbip's remarks tended in general to proTe, chat the 
BritiOiarms had fufTered defeats i not from any declenfionof 
Sieir bravery, but from a want of fyftem in thofe with whom 
de dire£tion of the war relied; and made fome very pointed 
Mographical obfervations on the fereral feats of war, expreffing 
jbts c6nvi£tioni that a profecution of hoftilities could jtend to 
90 other purpofe^an that of weakening our ftrengthand ouv 
rdbtuxes, and of cotirfe rendering us more infecure fiom 
t^ofe evils which we deprecate ;r the French govemmcntt 
which we are (b 9nxious to guard againll. He oonckded with 
snoving an Aa»endment to the motipn, thanking his Majefty 
for the con^municaUon he had been gracioufly pleafed to make 
to that Houfe, and earneftly recommending to him to adopt 
fuch meafures for bringipg ^bout a peace, as to hiqi might 
jcem wife and f>t« 

Sir James Murmy rofe to fet the noble Earl right with 
lefped to the relief of Nieuport. The Duke of York ha4 
lent ord<sr9> and had taken fteps which compelled the French 
to retreat from all the pofts which they had anailed. 

L^rd JFyc$mbe d^m^fkdtd whether Sir Charles Qrey had not 
ient an officer on fiiore, to announce to the commandant, that 
the next morning a reinforcen^ent would arrive i and wbethev 
tbecomiriand^nt did not decliire, that he was unprovided with 
ammunition---but .oi> thi^ promife he agreed tp ftapd o^t, and 
the place was.faved ? 

Sir Janus Murray faid, he. could f^Gt fell an^ thing pf that % 
be only knew, that hopes were given to .the Puke ofits being 
^^to hold out for a time. 

CqL Tarleton rofe tp oppofe the Addrefs, and condemned 
&c war in its undertaking and .condu£bf |f AddreQes, and 
die buGnefs of Parliament, wpre become . a mere form, and 
loft their fpirit \ if they were. to meet as a matter of courfe^ 
to thank the minifter for loiTes and difgraces ; what hindered^ 
0iat proclamations were nof fubflituted in their ftead at.once^ 
and alloi^ed the force pf law ? "tiow could they.juftify them<^ 

fclvc4 
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felveg to their obnftituents, in raifing taxes for the puTpofe of 
cantyfng on an afekfs and ruinous war, and {upporting a feC 
of beggarlv allies ? Ix)okine at the iituation of Europe, it 
mnft have been ^evident tfl^ alT| that civil M'ar was inevitable in 
France without the aid of external hoftility. It was by como- 
bination alone, that the Jacobins became Criumphatit, and hf 
the efforts of their extenial foes they W9re enabled to deprcA 
their internal enemies. On the other hand, we were in fidt 
poflei&on of domeftic happinefs and tranquillity, of trade and 
power, reaping all the benefit froni the didradion and dif« 
trefs of our neighbours. What then could have induced ua 
to mix lA the war ? After all that had happened, the Colonel 
faidy it Mras the duty of that Houfe to exprefs their fenfe of 
the manfver in which the war had been eonduAed ; and he 
conceived the mere detail and narrative of £a&s would be t\uf 
fevereft cenfure that could be paft ujpon the authors of them. 
When the Eritifh lion was once routed^ mach was naturalljr 
to krve been expe£led ^ but he would afk, what, after an 
exertion of twelve months, had been done ? Merely nothing f 
If, mdeed, a proper force had been early direfted along the 
Seine^ it might have reached Paris, ^nd much benefit been de- 
rived from it^ by affording the royalifts an opportunity of dit- 
playifig Acir true fenfe and wiflies., By this "meafurc, a fair 
inference might have been drawn fpeedily j either a fortunate 
HTue to the event, or eUe a demonftration of the utter impoffi^ 
bility of conqueil. He conjured the Houfe to interfere, and 
not fuffer the miniftry, by the purfuit of temporizing mea^ 
fores, to fufler our trade to be interrupted, and our arms 
difgracecL He reminded them of the various difafters thar 
have befallen us; the expedition onder Gen. Grey, crippled ; 
Toslon evacuated; oisr General there a prifoner; and our 
commiflTioner, an honourable Baronet, a member of that 
Houfe (Sir Gilbert Elliot), unable to communicate either 
confidence to chir allies, or comfort to his country. He meant, 
not, he faid, to dwell on the long catalogue of mtniftcrial 
•rrors in the conduct of the campaign > they were too noto-* 
rious ta need repetition : Commerce was the offspring of 
peaces and we^ as a commercial nation, fliould cultivate it 
ftrongly. War was the curfe and ruin of fuch a people;. Hq 
underftood that a rieht honourable member (Mr. Dundas^ 
ailerted in the Inft femon, that the multitude of bankruptcies 
proved the flourifliing ftate of the country. If tliat were true, 
we certainly had the mod ample tedimony of our increasing 
profperity, in the univerfal decay of trade in all the manu- 
h&uvitifi towns in the kingdom. U.Britain were to witldioU 
Jl ber 
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tier aflTidance, the alUes would be inftantly beateni and the 
fword flieathed. The prefent ficuation of the combined povrers 
affords an awful and an ufefol leilbn: The pidure is greatly 
different from that which might have been ftetched in the 
cafe of our neutrality. The Auftrtans and Pruifians would 
Lave found their weaknefsf and hatre feen their refources 
cxhaufted. We now offered to the world, the extraordinary 
fight of a commercial people paying half the princes of the 
&lobe» for fighting battles^ in which we had at mod but a 
Secondary concern. When Gentlemen fuppofcd France un« 
able to refift her numerous affailants, let them remember the- 
cxploits of Salamis and Thermopylae:, and refie£t what ex4 
eftlons the love of our country can infpirew Had we avoided 
the prefent war; had the money we had Squandered,, been 
more rationally expended, on our commerce, our marine^ 
and our manufaftures ; we fhouM have preferved our pro-» 
fperity and domeftic quiet, enjoyed all the advantages of peace^ 
Tcfpe£ted and admired by all, while didrefled nations would 
have folicited the fhelter of our wings for protetlion. 

The blood that had been fpilt he conceived to be moftly 
attributable to this country ; for if we had not interfered, the 
Auftrians and Pruifians would long fince have feen and ac« 
knowledged their inability to conquer France, and confc- 
quently the fword of defolation would have been iheathed. 
The Colonel concluded with declaring;, that, being fully con- 
vinced of the folly and madnefs of the war, he Ihpuld give 
his hearty aflent to the Amendment, 

Mr, Hawlins Brown faid, on fo important an occaGon he 
Would not give a filent vote. He fup ported the AdUrcfs, in 
a very fcuriblc and pertinent fpeecb. He denied that the 
obje£k of the war was the reftoration of the monarchy of 
France under any form : Its objeft was to fecurc the civij 
order of fociety iji Europe ; and when that was obtained^ 
ihc form of government which France might lAUme would be 
a matter of indilTercnce ; but while the French adopted a form 
of government tliat endangered all focial order, whether it was 
monarchical or dcmocratical, fuch government was in its 
nature generally aggrefllve, and provoked oppofit ion from a 
principle of felt-defence. 

Mr. Court£fini^ cxprcfled his fttrprlfc at the objeftions ftated 
in the Speech from the Throne to any negotiations for peace* 
He profeffed he knew not any found rcafon that could be. ad* 
vanced againft it* He took notice of an cxpreffion which had 
fallen from the noble Mover of the Addrefs, refpe£ling the 
affaffiaation of Briffot and the other deputies *, and expreffcd 

his 
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Ws aftonifliment that fo foul a murder (hould have been co- 
loured by the appellation of juftice. The war, in his opi- 
nion, was a war of acgreffion on our parts ^ and the firft pro- 
vocation had been given by the infultin^ rcje£iion of Monf. 
Chauvelih, the French AmbafTador, and the harfh rellraints 
impofed on our commerce with that country. 

He obferved, that the Defenders' in Ireland had been men- 
tioned by the noble Lord, as a proof of feditions exifting in 
that kingdom ; but it was notorious that thefe commotions 
had exiiled for the lad thirty years, and always on the fame 
pica of opprelHons exercifed on the lower clafles of the peo- 
ple. If loyalty had there (hewn itfelf more in the ihape of 
Tijgorous profecutions, it was only becaufe there was compa- 
Titively a greater number of pen Goners in that kingdom, an4 
with this dafs of men tlieir love for their country was in an 
pxaft ratw with what they got by it. 

The noble Lord, who moved the Addrefs, fccmed to have 
no objeftion to a peace with France, provided we firft con^ 
qiicred that country. Why a peace (hould not be ma<je before^ 
his Lordfhip would probably find it difficult to make out. His 

{refent argument put him in mind of a fpecies of courtfliip in 
rcland, where it was neceflary to commit a rape on th^ 
woman, in order to marry her afterwards. The nonourable 
Baronet who h;\d feconded the Addrefs, appeared in the true 
fpirit of an alarmift, to defpair of the country, by way of 
encouraging us to carry on the war. He could wiih that, bgw* 
ever hateful Jacobinical feelings were reprefented, the ho- 
nourable Baronet had imbibed fome of the French enthufiafm^ 
which led them to dcfpife danger, and to emulate the beft 
efforts of the republics of Greece and Rome. The Gentlemen 
on the other fide aiFecled too much to defpife the French, 
whilft their fentynents too plainly betrayed their fears. They 
ftiftained their feelings only by defcanting on vidlories whicK 
were never heard of, until they, were firft promulged in th« 
Speech from the throne. Mr, Courtenay had not before heari\ 
of our triumphs, which were now quoted for the purpofe oi 
leading us to new exertions. He had heard, on the contrary* 
of the port of Corkc having been Mocked up, and of feverai 
of our Ti£hiaUer$ having been taken by the Fl-ench cruizers. 
He could not divine in what way thofe new exertions were to 
bf etkStd, What number of men could we now fend to the 
continent? The Prince dc Cobourg had 120,000 men at 
the commencement of the prefent campaign ; the Duke of 
Brunfwick had 100,000, yet had he been obliged to retire 
before General Hoche, a conunander taken from the ranks. 
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Ancl the French, who had made thefe prodigious efibrts^ 
were fcprefentcd z§ ftarving. This afforded fome clue t^ 
the pqHcy of the minifter. It was probably his view ta 
reduce the people of this country to the fame ftarving con- 
dition, in the hope that it might drive theip to nmilar 
•exertions. 

There was, however, a fhortcr way to every defirable 
end. It was only the prefl'ure of the combined powers^ 
which gave energy and weight to the authority of the ufurp« 
alien in Paris. The attacks from without gave the leaders 
in the Convcntioti the fole authority which they poflefled 
.within the republic. Let the former be removed, and the 
people of France would foon look to their internal govern^ 
'ment : Robefpterre and Danton then, and not till then» 
would be found to poflefs as fmall a (hare of refpc£l as the 
prefcnt ipiniilers of this country ! 

fiut it had been the wifh'of the Right Hon. Gentleman 
oppofite to him, to fhew himfelf a JT^at war miniftery like 
hi^ father : He had now tried the lUppery afcent, and muft 
have feh his failure. If the prefent Earl of Chatham had 
ever fuch a purpofe in view, it was equally incumbent ott ' 
him to retire. To either may be applied what was onc<? 
faJd of the fon of an eminent literary charafter, • 

«» He tries to wnte beoufe his father writ, 
** And ihewft himfelf a hafiard by bit wit I** 

The purpofcs of the combined powers, Mr. Courtcnay ob* 
icrved, were cafiJy to be collected from their condu^i in Poland* 
NVhy had not miniders, who had been {b eaeer to aifift th^ 
Putch and the Netherlands againft the depredations of theiv 
neighbours^ done fomething in behalf of that unfortunate king* 
dom of Poland ? If the unfortunate King of ^at country h^ 
attempted to eftabllfh arbitrary power in his realm, he in all 
probability would have been fubfidized and fCipported. Mk 
lent Ills undion to the caufe of liberty, and wass ftript in 
confequcncc of every tvpc gf regal dignity. To aft with fuch 
men was degrading to me Britiih name. If we wifh to diflblve 
^18 vile connexion, and at the i^va^ time to deftroy the 
French Jacobin^ this could only be done by making an im*' 
Jnediatc peace with France. 

Lord Cliff din role to explain. He faidf that he had not at* 
tempted to vindicate the execution of Briffot, and the other 
deputies. lo his mind it was only the caofe of one fet of 
aflaflvi^ triumphing over another/ 

Mr. 
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Mr. Courtenay replied, that the noble Lord had called it 
*' an aft of juftice," an exprcffion which certainly implied 
fomething mentoricus. 

The Earl of Morningion began an able but long fpeech with 
(aying, that he would endeavour to Ihpw, as Ibortly as he 
could, that the fame neceflity that there was to commence the 
war, ft ill cxiftcd in all its force to compel us to the further 
continuance of it. The nation were convinced, and would 
always bear in mind, that in the origin it was a war of juftice, 
neceffity, and policy ; that it was a war into which we were 
forced by the aggrcHion of France : But if there was any one 
man in this country no^ convinced of this faft, his Lordfliip 
Caid, he held in his hand an authority which no man would dif- 
putej he meant the. pamphlet of the celebrated Briflbt. If 
that philofopher were brought to the bar, and ftood convifted 
of all the atrocities that have been juftly imputed to him, dill 
his evidence, as to the defigns of France, as to. her prcpara- 
Uons, as to her conduft with rcfpeft to neutral nations, and 
fiarticularly to England, would be received as moft conclufivc 
proof. What does Briffot, who was the foul of the Revolu- 
tion of the loth of Auguft, and who was the great mover of 
one of the great parties, fay of the decree of the 19th of No* 
vember 1792, commonly. called the Decree of Fraternization, 
or, in other words, of inftigating the fubjecls of the dJfFerent 
powers of Europe to rife in infurreflion againft the conftituted 
authorities ? ** The abfurd and impolitic Decree very juftly 
excited uneafinefs in foreign cabinets." ^ That decree ftill 
cxifts in France ; for no one of the afts, that have been done 
by the prrfent party, have truly and effeftually done it away. 
The fame fpirit of fraternization is ftill manifeft in their aftions, 
though difavowed in their writings. They have in all coun- 
tries, where they have "had minifters, uniformly and conftantly 
employed the fnrne atrocious means. Do we not fee, from 
the fpeecb of Mr. Wafliington, an J from the correfpondencc 
that has been publiflied, the conduct of citizen Genet in Ame- 
rica, how he infulted the firft magiftrate j he cftabliflied po- 
pular and diforganizing clubs ; he embodied armed men ; he 
credced a confular tribunal for the condemnation of prizes ; and 
all this he has done with the applaufe of his country. In the 
fame mnnncr did their minifters a£t at Con ftantinople.— There 
alfo they erected Jacobin clubs. In the Weft Indies -they pro- 
pbfed a ftill more horrid meafure, that of putting arms into the 
h^mds of the Negroes, in order to commit a general maflacre of 
all thofe who fliould objcft to their new fyftcm of things i by 

I 2 whicht 
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equal to the whole national debt of England. [The error m 
this ftatemenc was immediately noticed by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, and inftantlycorre<ftedbyhis Lordfliip."| They 
had eftimated the whole property of France at I50 millions; 
fb that they fpent in one year 196 millions more than theii' 
total capttah And how did they fupport this? By means 
which coald not laft ; by affignats, which grind the poor, cheat 
the rich, foment avarice, and promoie fpecdation : By forced 
loans of the moft extraordinary kind. They eftablifhed one 
in Auguft of a moft fingular fort : On all falaries and places of 
40L a year, the ux was 4I. and fo on till it rofe to 400I. But 
whenitcame t0 40(rir the tax was 220I. On all places and 
iaiaries above that funi» the tax was firft 220I. on the -firft 4C0L 
and on all above that fum, fo that no man was to retain above 
i8qI« a year ; and all this was to be paid before the month o( 
March ; and by this loan they are ^o get into their hands 
40 millions fterling. What a plan of finance was this f 
What ihould we think of the Chancellor of our Exchequer 
if he were to come forward, on opening his budget, with a 
plan for raiiing armies without uxtng the' people; and if 
he fliould call for a forced Joan on all property, and {hould* 
jreduce every man of fifty, ten, five, two, and loool. a year 
to i8(d. ? In the fame manner had they made their attacks 
upon commerce, they had reduced it to a non-entity ; but they 
had made a kind and merci^l decree, that any man who (houlcl 
prove that he was completely ruined,* (bould have an indemnity.^ 
Cambon had made a report on the growing indignation againft 
gold and filver. He had a fcheme to bury it again in the 
bofooi of the earth* And what was his fcheme? A decree 
to arreft all perfons who fhould be found to have concealed their 
treafure in the bowels of the earth. 

His Lordfhip next came to their attacks upon religion ; and 
he exemplified the connexion between religion and moral 
order by citing the memorable fpee'ch of the Abb6 Seyes, whpn 
he came to the bar to make a furrender of his indemnity. ^Mn 
the rigour of my judgment,"- fatd ke, ^ I abandoned religion, 
and then infurredion came into my heart.*' It is faid that 
they have now eftaUifhed a fort of religbn ; the Houfe would 
fee from Robefpierfe*s nrranifefto what that religion was : His 
words were — *^ What, accufe France of irreligion ! we, who 
have wodhipped God by the murder of Kings V* 

He next adverted to their criminal juftice, which, he faid, 
thev made an oibjed of revenue, and that 1000 executions . 
had taken {dace in Paris fince Mav kft, for pretended State . 
crimes aloncfc It was a remarkable fad, that, during the ' 
whole reign of the late unfortunate Louis, not oiie fuch execu- 
tion 
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tioa bad tal^n place. His Lordfl^ip entered at great length 
into each of the circumftances at which it is only poi^e 
* in this report tranfiently to have glanced, and from thefe he drew 
die cbnclufion, that though the power of the Republicans of 
France had in this campaign appeared to be formidable by 
their requifitions for raifmg'the people in a mafs^ by their fyAcm 
of terror, by putting the guillotine into permanent a£tivicy, 
by tbetr guillotine ambuianUy and by the ftill more horrid engine 
pf martial law, exercifed with all their armies; though by theib 
QCtraordlnary means, they had dtfplayed irrefiilible energy in 
ffiomentary efforts *, yet it was in fume degree contblatory to re- 
^cA that it was a power which 'muft eidiauft itfelf, and could 
not endure. Notwithftanding all this fy ftem of terror, the fptrit 
of revolt was notextinguiihed in France, In no lefs than forty** 
three departments the ftandard of Royalty had been raifed ; and 
now at Lyons, in their dying agonies, the people ftill ex« 
prefled their regard for Louis. Even if a general &ntimentfor 
peace ibould ibew itfelf, his Lordfliip faid, it could not be ob- 
tained ; they had pronounced it to be treafon to enter intaany 
negotiation for peace, till the unity and indivifibility of the 
Republic (hould be acknowledged \ and by this they meant to 
include aU the departments which they had fcixed upon from 
our allies ; and of courfe we could noi make a peace with them 
.without abandoning our honour. And how could we procure 
^y other than a deceitful repofe, until we ihali find a govern* 
ment in which we can. have fecurity ? He appealed therefore to 
thoTe who had agreed to enter into the war laft year, if thty 
would now confent to give up the conteft ? He appealed to 
them, if they did not feel lefs alarm at prefent than they did at 
the commencement of the laft campaign ? To what did they 
owe this, but to tiie barrier which we had been able tocredt be* 
tween ourfelves and them ? And whether, after thefuccefies we 
have obtained, it is not better to go on, than to t(uft to the re- 
ligion of Robefpierre, whofe piety confifts in the murder of 
Kings ? to the faith of Cambon, whofe fyft6m of finance is to 
be CMtabliibed on the profcxiptionof gold and filver ? to the mo- 
deration of Danton, who declares it to be treafon to- enter into 
a nego^ation, without abaudoniug the caufe of our allies > or 
to the friendibip of Barrere, who has pronounced, in bis r e« 
port uppn Toulon, that F ranee never (h^ ftop till England is 
Qverihrowp^? 

' [^His Lorfiihip was more than two hours on his lege, and his 
fpeechy of which the above report, from neceiiity^ can only be 
confidcrie^ as.an imperfect (ketch, was allowed by all who heard ir, 
tQ.be one of the mod con>pFcheniive, animated, and maOrerly of 
its kIndVbf late years delivered in the Houfe of Commons.] 

Mr. 
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Mr* Sheridan obtained the next hearing) and £:t out with ob- 
lerving that the Noble Lord who had juft fat down, had divided^ 
a fpeech, more remarkable for its ability than its brevity, into* 
two parts ; into a detail of the atroriLies that had' been com« 
mitted in the courfe of the Revolution in P>ance, and into 
a declamation upon them, in which he had thought proper to 
read a great number of extracts from a pamphlet of BrifTot, and 
had in reality put that gentleman upon his trial. He did not 
fee any other of the learned gentlemen, connefted with Ad- 
ininiftration, rifing in fjpport of trie profecution, nor did he 
think that the Speaker was y.^t ready to fum up the charge. 
In that ftate, then, he hoped he might be permitted to fay a 
few words to the real queition. He admired the emphafis of 
the noble Lord, in reading the extrads from Briflbt; he 
admired too his ingenuity in hi» obtervattons upon thefe ex- 
tracts ; but he could not help ft ill further expreffing his admira- 
tion that the noble Lord fliould have thought proper to have 
taken up fo many hours in quoting paflfages in which not more 
than one word out of ten was to d)e purpofe ; nav, in which 
every pafTage was truly and moft forcibly againft his argument, 
I'he noble Lord had let out with making a variety of quota- 
tions to prove that France had begun the war with Great 
Britein. Why the noble Lord thought it neceflary to bring 
this forward on the prefent occafion, was maniteft firom a 
paflage in the King's Speech, defiring the two Houfes to bear 
in mind the real grounds on which the war was undertaken^ 
and the caufes that led to it. What the real grounds of the 
war were, Mr, Sheridan profcflcd he did not know, for they 
never had been explained either to that Houfeor to the nation, 
nor had he ever been able to divine them ; but he knew the 
means by which we had been brought into this war ; we had 
been brought into it by repeated declamations on all that the 
frenzy, fclly, and rafhnefs of individuals in France, had either 
faid or written, by which the paffions of the country could be 
roufed, or their fears excited, in order to fecond the views of 
tbofe who had determined to plurtge us into it at all events. The 
fame fort of recapitulation, the noble Lord now thinks proper 
to Biake upon precifely the fame fort of authority, in order to 
provoke us to the farther continuation of it. What was the 
fum of all that he had told the Houfc ? that great and dreadful 
enormities bad been and were ftill committing in France 5 
enormities at which the heart fhuddered, and which not merely 
wounded evcryfeeling of humanity, but difgufted and fickenetf 
the foul. All this was moft true i but what did this provel 
except that we had driven the people to a ftate of madnels, and 
that, furious and dclperate, we had dcftroyed, or lulled to 
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Hcep, thore fentiments of humanity^ which could only be 
found predominant in a Aate of reafon ? We called them 
monfters; and we hunted them like monflers, we drovi< 
them to the extremities that produced the evil ; we bait'd 
thein like mad beafts, until at length we made them fo ; we 
Were, in truth, the authors of every one of thefe calamities 1 
for judge of human nature as it is, deprive it of a1) rational 
hope, deftroy all fair combat, and treat men as beads and mon- 
fterS) and all hiftory will prove that you make them fo. Such 
has been your treatment of France. You have made the 
monfters of which you complain. You cut them ofF from all 
the world; you hunted them in their inmoft recefles ; you 
treated them with every fpecies of contempt ; and now you 
come forth with declamations on the horror of their turning 
upon you with the fury which you yourfelves infpired. 

The noble Lord, in going over the pamphlet of Briflbt, Mr. 
Sheridan obferved, tells us rather whimficaily, that he pafles 
over this pafTage, and runs over that, in the very mom^ntj when^ 
by the bye, he enters more particularly into the detail of both j 
and difclaims all idea of entertaining the Houfe on the fubje£t, 
when at the Tame time he dwells upon ail the moft minute partiJ 
culars, and omits no one of the paflages which he pretends to 
pais over ; and all this is done to ihew the Houfe, that the 
fyftem now adopted by the government of that country is fo ab- 
horrent to the feelings of human nnture, fo contrary to all the 
natural love of harmony and of fecial order implanted in the 
heart of man, fo ruinous to external fcrce, as well as to inter- 
nal peace, profperity, and happincfs, that it. cannot ftand. Is 
this the conclufion that the noble Lord wiflies to draw from all 
the details that he has taken from the publications of Briflbt ? 
• I clofe with him on the fubjeft. Admit his faiSl<^, grant thiit 
the fyftem now prevalent In France is all that he has c;U!cd it, 
and what ought to be the confequencc to us ? that we ought to 
leave to the natural workings of the difcords which it is calcu- 
late d to engender, the t.ilk of its overthrow. That if it will 
not ftand of itfelf, it is not ncccflary for us to attack it. That 
if it be an oppofition to all the feelings that God hath planted 
rn the heart of man, it is an outrage on the Deity, feebly to in- 
terpofe our weapons where he has already erecled the certain 
caufes of its fall. Why dare to take the thunderbolts out of 
his han^, and ftrivc, by the petty force of human oppoiUion, 
to accomplifh that which is in the fettled order of eternal Pro- 
vidence, 

The noble Lord has quoted a number of paflages from 
Briflbt, to prove that a fyftem of fraternization, which was 0119 
•f the pretexts on which wc went to war, is ftill, in reality. 

Vol. L K ouimained 
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which has thinned our ranks, has only ferved to make us more 
'formidable. The alarmifts will hear this with new apprchen- 
fions ; they will no douht return to us, in order to diminifli 
our force ; and we (hall fwell our numbers, in ofder to come 
nearer in a balance of infigniHcance to the numerous hoft of 
the Majoritr.* 

The noble Lord, in fummoning up all the details into which 
y^2 h:.s gone, calls upon gentlemen to fay, whether they do not 
TjcI more confidence, and are not lefs alarmed at this time than 
they were laft year ? The queftion is apt, and well put : I have 
tio doubt, but gentlemen are lefs alarmed. Why ?. becaufe they 
Tiavc found out that they were alarmed without reafon, becau^ 
tie bugbear is vanished, and they now fee that the miferable de- 
lufion, by which we were drawn into this war, had no rational 
jFoundation, and could not ftand the teft of time and truth. A)] 
the noble Lord's arguments, and all the refult of his induftry 
in the quotations that he has made, is to hold out an aflertion 
to the Hbufe, that we were forced into war by the aggreffion of 
France, and that it was of courfe on our parts a mealure of ne^- 
ceflity, and not of choice. Why this* affcrtion is fo eternally 
made, though it is fo feebly maintained, can only be accounted 
for, by the fuppofition that Miniftcrs find it neceflary to their 
'prefent cnTbarraffrrents, to delude the public with the idea, that 
as France declared the war, France is indifpofcd to peace. 
Mr. Sheridan faid, he could take upon him to'aflert, that they 
liever havcmade out, to the conviftion of any reafonable and 
independent nirnd, the faft that the French were anxious for a 
war with Kngland? On the contrary, it i$ manifeft from all 
their conduct, that they were hoftile to the mealure, that they 
iiavc dcmoliflied the party who feemed in the lead to favour it j 
%md he believed that thty would not only be ready to make 
peace with England upon terms, not merely of fjrfety, but on 
terms which, are honourable imd-ad^antageous to the Empire. 
He declared, this from the view of their public declarations. 
They have,' he faid, pledged themfelves to the people, that 
^hey hive abandoned all idea of fpreadjng their do<5hines over 
torher countries : they have declared that their only tafk is to 
eilabliih fuch a Government as the people fli^ll chooferfor 
France ; and therefore the obvious conclufion is, that they muft 
at all times be ready to treat with thtir enemies, upon the priiv- 
tiple of being: left to the exercife of their own will withfn their 
own 1)0 jnf!ancs. 

• '!"hc nobL* Lord muft cxcufe him, Mr. Sheridan faid, if he 
afllrteJ in direct contravii^Vion to his opinion, that the war was 
inot a v/ar of nsccflliy on our part, but a war of choice j and he 

I / 
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was aftonifhqd to find that the Right Honourable Gentleman 
himfelf (Mr. Pitt) do«8- not feel it neceilary to his ownilignity 
to own the faS ; he wondered that he does not feel (haaie at 
the notion of calling it a war o^' neceffity. Would he make this 
ailertiou to his allies? Will he meet the queftion fairly?- 
Would he have ftood ftill, and feen the Auftriatis^ the PruC^ 
iians, and the other ftates of Europe, encounter France by 
themfelveS) if France had not comaittted an aggrefSon upoa 
us ? If he fays this, mark the dilemma into which he brings the 
nation. The war is called a war for human order, for the pre«» 
fervation of morals, of property, of religion, and of all dist if 
dear to human kind. Does he then mean to fay that he would 
have flood ftill, with his^ arms folded, and have fuffered human 
order, government, morality and religion, to take care of 
themfelves, if France had not implicated Great Britain by « 
fpecial offence ? Will the Right Honourable Gentleman fiiy fii 
totheKing of Pruffia? The King of PruiSa, Sir, at this mo-* 
ment tells you, even with a menacing tone, diat it is your own 
war i that it is a war which does not come within the tenor o^ 
his treaty of defenfive alliance, and that he is not there&>rd 
bound to furniih the troops for which he ftipulated on the event 
of your being attacked. He (ays, that you made the attack^ 
on principles, to be fure, which he calls juft, but he demands 
a new fubfldy, if he is to continue to fight your battles. To 
call it, therefore, Sir, a war of neceificy, throws a meannefs 
on the caufe in which you are plunged. You muft either aban** 
don the afTerdon of its being a war of necel&ty, or give up thf 
boaft of its being a war of principle. 

The noble- J#ord (ays, that, however defirous the nation may 
be of peace, we can only think of obtaining it on the gi ounces 
of (eeing a Government eftablifhed likelv to fecure to us peacc;s 
and that we c^n only make peace con(i{tently with the intereft 
of o^ur allies. What does he mean by fuch a Government si 
(hall fecure to us peace ? Muft we go on with war till we have 
eftablifhed a Government in France to our mvds ? If this b^ 
the Tyftem of Minifters, they fhould tell us what- fort of Go^r 
vernment they mean, and wKat are the hopes that they havet^ 
)bf{e£t it ; furely when a Government involves a country in \ 
war, they ougtit XA point out the fpecific means of afcertaining 
its objeft. The noble Lord fays with a fort of pride, that the 
French are in a worfe condition now than at the beginning of 
the campaign. In a worfe condition perhaps, as they have loft 
. many ihoufands of their people. All Europe^ Sir, i$ in ^ worfp 
^ponqition. 

; • . • 8«fc 
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r Butf *^ faid Mr. Sheridan, I demand a queftion more to tbe 
gMirpofe, and in truth, the only quellion with which England 
has to do ; I a(k you if there is any one man in this Houle or out 
^f it, who thinks that we* are nearer to the objedi in view, than ^ 
t^e were at the beginning of, the cauipaigii ? Let any man fairly 
and honcftly anfwer this queftion, before wc madly plunge into 
Bew horrors r Let us look around us at the ilate of our allies 
tnd at the circumibnce^ of the campaign* Almoft all the ad- 
vantages fo vauntingly enumerated were gained before we fepa- 
rated. Holland was faved, tbe French were driven out of tlic 
Kftthorlands and though indeed the frontier towns were not 
iaken^ we had profpecis which no man will fay we poflefs at 
ritis moment, it was faid, when Great Britain puts forth her 
mighty arm all, that is wanted to the overthrow and extinction 
l(f the banditti in P<iris will be foundi the Koyalids in eVery 
paft of France will rouze theinfelves, and hearing the voice of 
the BritiOi Lion, will rife v/ith a triumphant energy in every 
part of the kingdom. What has been the fad experience ? 
Tl'hcy have heard our voice indeed^ and they too fatally were 
fedttced by its attradlion. They declared themfelves they were 
rf>andon«d ; they are extinft. Good God> ate we to be told 
that the proi'pett is improved by the operations of the cam- 
paign! 1 he maflacres to which wc have doomed thefc mi- 
ierable creatures, by the h\(c hopes and promifts by which we 
bave deluded them, does not ft rve to brighten the profpecSt of 
the next campaign. Who again will be (6 ftupid as to liftea 
to tlic voice of Britain r What Royalift, after the fate of 
Toulon, of Noirmouticr, and of St. Maloes, will take courage 
©n the promifes of Britain to raifc the ftandard in France ? Nor 
is this the only change for the worft. At the commencement 
6f the campaign, two parties in th* mod inveterate opp^fition 
to each other, divided, tureafundur, and dispirited the French 
ficeple. In the convulfions of thefe part'es, all the efforts of 
tne nation were cnf.cbleJ, the hopes of the patriot difmayed^ 
exertion and enterprifc fliackled, and the whole fyftem de- 
ranged, foas to give ushop^G that by their lAternal feuds, they 
Should not be able to refift with efFedt the tremendous power of 
tire Combined Armies. What has happened ? To the aftonifh- 
ment of all the world, to the confuiion, to the diCnay of all, 
one of thefe parties, apparently the moft feeble, has not mcrel j 
Ibbdued, but cxtinguilhed the other I and fo little fenfation has 
this made in France, that the conquering party feems already 
icatedin the «qaiec poflefliori pf the mod ample authority ever 
poflefled by any Government, Their triumph has been fo 
complete, Uiat tUcy hav^ «.xcrcifed poWers Uiibeard of, and un« 

paralleled 
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parelleled in hfftory,and bv wiiich they have performed atcbicve- 
it)ents die mott tpemendous*^ Th^y have ieac a commUEoner 
even to a conquentig army, to demand- o^ them to deliver up 
their generals, and they have obeyed them without a fcruple. 
In all their orders, in all their entcrprifes, not a fmgle corps. 
has either (hewn dtfafFe6lion, or rifen up in mutiny to the Con*^ 
Tcntion. — Here then is a proof that the cor.dition of the /^illics 
15 worfc now ihan at the beginning of the campaign, for the* 
great experiment has been made ; all turope has men in arins^ 
agjtinft one nation, and that one nation, fired by enthufiafm, 
and fighting for what they conceive to be the caule of libertyi, 
has fuccQfsfully refilled them. 

** The nohlc Lord tells you that to be fure they have a great 
army, but it is not found \ thoy have a great deal of trcafure, but 
their profperity is not found ; they have made wonderful exer- 
.tion^, but their force has not a found foundation ^ and the 
noble Lord has taken great pains to (hew you bow all this 
Comes to pafs. It remindN me of a ftory of a tradefman, who 
had bought a houfe-clock from an ingenious young man, who^ 
without having learned the trav e, had invented anU made a very 
curious timc-piece. A neighbouring dock-maker was vcrjf 
much csiafper<iicd at this intrufion of the natural genius, and 
he took a great deal of pains to convince his neighbour, that be 
ought by all means to turn this clock out of doors. It was inw 
pofTible, he faid, it could go well as it was not made by tbe 
rules of thcart. It was in vain that his neighbour faid that ic 
went truly, that it told him the hour of day exadlly^ that h^ 
could wind ic up like other clocks, and that, upon the whole, 
he was well pleafed with it. The clock-maker aijfwered, that 
all that might be verv true, but it could not be found at the 
bottom It had not all the wheels and movements that were 
ufual ; and he at length cajoled the poor man to turn out his 
time-piece, and buy from him, at th ee times the cod, a clock 
that did not do him half the ferv ice. The loble Lord next 
tells us of the (hackles that they hdve put upon commerce ; 
and, with a great deal of piteou<; declamation, he has told us 
how little regard they have paid to that fourcc of national 
wealth. This is all, certainly, very true; and I have n-y 
doubt. Sir, but it has ariL'U from the exceflive alarm of fome 
diftinguiihed Patriot, who, viewing the immenfe po^vtrafl'.m- 
bling agalnft them, and, dreading for the freedom of his 
country, has cxclahned in the Convention, " Perijb cur Cornr 
mirce^ live our Conjtltuiion /"* The noble Lord next tells us of 

* Alluding loan expre^^aof Mr* Windhaniy membu f>r Noiwldk 
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Ae amazing taxes that have been laid on the people, and with 
great arithmetical accuracy has found that^ in taking from 
every man of 400K ayear, azoi. there only remained 180L to 
himfelf : in this he agreed with the noble Lord, he was forry 
it was the only part of his propofition to which he cot^d agree. 
But what did the argument prove ? That (b devoted were the 
people of France to the ciufe of Liberty, (b determined to 
maintain the ftruggle in which they were engaged, fo ready to 
liipport the party in power, that they agreed to a man to dir- 
fender all their fortunes, and, from him that poilefled io,oool« 
m year,<k>wn to him who was worth only 4ool.confented to live 
on I Sol. rather than yield to the powers c^ Europe. This is 
tremendous but to whom } To thofe who have to fight with 
iuch a people. The noble Lord makes a fpeech for the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, in which he is not more fortu^ 
nate than in his other arguments. He makes htm fay» While 
the gentlemen of France are thus giving up all their fortunes 
to prevent the poor from being burthened, what do I propoTe to 
4o r Do I talk to you of raiiing and (tipporting an army without 
laying additional burdens on the people ? Do I talk of pro-* 
curing v6luntary contributions, except of mittens, night caps, 
mnd under* waiftcoats ? Do I demand of the Placemen and 
Penfioners who fupport the war, to give up all their incomes 
except i8qL a year ? No fuch ^ing. All the gentlemen who 
Vf'dl come forward in fupport of this great and glorious war, are 
to (hare in the taxes that are to be laid on the people, and ac- 
cordingly look round me and fee how I have fattened aifd agl 
^randtzed aH the perfons who have come forward to my aid^. 
No man now can make a boaft of the facrifices he has made in 
order the better to oppoie the friends of BrifTot * In Elngtand^ 
Not merely thcmfclvcs, but their nephevirs and coufins, to the 
third and fourth remove, have been loaded with fpoih, and have 
been appointed paymafters, agents, commiflfaries with penfions, 
entailed upon the country, whatever might be their fervlces, 
merely for coming over to the fupport of the war. Good 
God, Sir, what a contraft do we exhibit, that in fuch a mo* 
men t as this; in times (0 big with national fate, the money 
fqueezed fiom the pockets of an impoverifhed people, from the 
^oils, the labours, and the fweat of their brows, fhould thus be 
fquandered as the price of pditical apoftacy ! It milbecomes 
the honour of a gentleman to give, it milbecomes the honour 
of a gentleman to take, in fuch a moment* This is not a d^ 

• Alluding to an exprel&oa of the pttfent Lord Cbanoriior, In the courfe oflift 
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for jobs and little dilrty trafEc, lucre, and emolument, unlefs it 
is meant to promulgate it as a dodlrine that all public men are 
impoftors, and that every libel of the French is founded in 
truth. What is the fort of language that we hear ? The order 
of nobility is in danger. I will fight for nobility, fays a 
Vifcount, much better if you Will make me an Earl. Make 
make me a Marquis, fays the Earl ^ give me a blue ribband, 
lays the noble Lord in a green one ; and thus, while the people 
9t large are told that the very pillars of the Conftitution arc in 
danger, they fee nothing hut a miferable fcene of intrigue for 
ftbe proflitution of honours, and the corrupt fquandering of na* 
tiona] wealth. Even the Right Honourable Gentleman himfel f, 
who made fo loud a boaft, in die commencement of his po- 
litical career, of his own difinterefted purity, who lamented that 
he had fallen upon times too good, and who wifhed that they 
were even more corrupt, to difplay with greater efFeS the con- 
traft of his magnanimity, takes to himfelf, in addition to all the 
profits of a£Hvc office, afinccure which he fwcils into an enor-^ 
movLs penfion. Sir, though thefe things have hitherto paiTed 
without obfervation in this Houfe, they muft not, (hall not con-* 
tinue fo to b^ overlooked. If the Reprefentatives of the peo-* 
pie do not (hew to the country a fpirit of vigorous correction in 
regard to the ufe of public money ; if they do not take care^ 
that not a fingle guinea fhall be fpent otherwife than in the 
public fervice, the people will foon be taught not to look to this 
country, nor to Parliament for relief. 

*^ But in all this fcene of jobbing and of plotting, what pride 
ought we not to feel, Sir, we who iia/e fuffered fo much from 
the rpproach of a coalition. When the pinching hour of necef- 
fity ccme, Minifters were forced to look to thofe men for aid, 
for joining with whom we had fuffered fo many accufuions. 
To be fure, it was not i very creditable thing to the talents, nor 
could it be very pleafaht to the feelings of the gentlemen on the 
other fide, that Government were obliged to make this fort of 
application. But that was for them to think of. When the 
King of Pniifia was to be rLX>thed and conciliated, his icz\ to 
be animated, and his flagging fpirit to be revived, they could 
only find a proper agent from ambng their number (Lord Yar- 
mouth *.) Nor could they even find fit couriers to carry home 
the difpatches on this important embalTy out of their ranks 
(Lord George Conway, &c.) When they flood in need of 
a perfon to prefer ve peace and cordiality between the Allies, they 

• Lately Lord Bcauchamp, ddeft fon of the Earl of Hwrrford, now Marquis of 
Hrrtford. In Lord Norch> wiminiftratlon^ Loxd Bc^udiA^ip h^ld the o^m of Cnf* 
/eter of his Majdly*s Houiehcld. 
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inade the fame application to Lord Malmltury ** Did thdy want 
apcrfon to preach to t' e people of Toulon the bleilings of am 
undefined monarchy, tney applied to the fame quarter (Sir GiU 
bert 1 liiot.) Dui uv-y itquire a perfon to condud the affairs 
of a nelrrhiiour n^; kingdom, they could find no noan convcr- 
fent with ihe forms of i arliamcnt, and properly veifcd in the 
coni'ttdt of pi:b.ics:ftwrrsy but in their numbLf, (iMr. Silvefter 
Douglas t. ) ]^id they feel it neGefiary to appoint an attorney- 
general to the Prince of Wales, a Welch Judge, or a (landing 
Counfel to the India Board : — fo deftitute and barren of all 
talents, learning and experience, were their own benches, that 
they were obliged ai^asn ta loolc to the other fide of the houfe, and 
to heap all the three oiHces on one mans (^^» Anihuther.) 

^ 1 do not mean^ hir, to impute to gentlemen improper mo** 
tives, but it is a little Angular, that )i>ft at the time when they 
thought their country in danger, they Ibould not have givea 
their fupport to the Governmont without the creation of fo many 
new places of enormous emolument to ibemlelves. His Ma« 
jefty laments tht burthens that are to be laid on his people, and 
yet M inifters are thus laviih in courting, nay parcbafingdeferter» 
by the mod Ihameful proftitution of the national ueafure ; I take 
it for granted that they have been forced thus to leok to the other 
fide, becaufe the nurlery for Statefmen formed by die Secretary 
of State oppofite to them, has not yet reared a fufficient number 
of plants for the neceflary confumption. I dart' fay that chough 
our Chiron is fk)W in his march, he will improve as he goes on ; 
and perhaps this year we (hall be calkd upon for an additional 
ium of money to turn the nurfery into a hot-bed. It is faid, 
that if we were defirou^of making peace, we have not the 
means — With whom (hall we treat r I anfwer, with the men 
that have the power of the French Government in their handf , 
I never will difdain to treat witli thofe on whom I make war : 
and furely no wife nation oi^ht to perfevere in the idle difdain 
of a ncgociation with thofe who are a match for them in war. 
A Right Honourable Gentleman oppofite, faid, that what made 
kirn (irft think of anegociation with America, was his looking 
at Genersll Wa(hingtoa*s army ; he had looked at it on the 
right, on the lefty on the centre, and according to bis curious 
phrafe, he could not aicommodate hmjelfzuy where. The fame 
was furely true of France, we had tried it .on ail (ides, on the 
ibuth at Toulon, on tiie weft by the Rhine, on the north by 
Flanders* on the eaft, by our fpying glafTes, at St. Maloes> and 
we could no where be accommodated. But I fee notwithftaud* 
ing our fatal experiment, we are doomed to go on ; the fatal 
determination is taken, and there is no rational hope that the 
good fenfe and fpirit of this houfe will reverie the decree.** 

^ Formerly James Harris, £fq. K* B. Ambtflador at various Europeta Covrti. 
*f A Oairiikih bioibcr-io-Uw to the Eail of Cuild/ord* 

^ Mr. 
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Mr. Sheridan Cook a rapid and mafterly review of the pro* 
ceedings of the campaign, t) (hew chat Gov erniiienc had not 
difplayed a hogle exertion becoming the dignity of the nation, 
or calculated either to maintain the fplendor of our name and 
arms or to accompUIh the obje<^ of the war ; that our trade 
iad every where been left to fortune j the American (horcs 
completely expofed : and here be gave an aftl:£ting pidlure of 
the fate ot Captain Courtenay,andfhewed tint even in the pointy 
of our attack, particularly at Toulon, Dunkirk, &:c. &c. we ha4 
ieen nothing but incapacity and blunder in thz e;(ecutio]9,as well 
as difader in the event. Thefe thiia^s muft, ho faid, be 
the fubje;^t of parliamentary invef}igalion. It was not epough 
that our precipiuce retreat from Dunk.irk was huiiicd up and 
compromised bctw^ca the M after-General of the ^^ Ordnance 
and the Fir ft Lordjof the Admiralty, bvcaufeone of them wa? 
brother to the Mi ;:fl:er. With rcfped to the tranfatftions of 
TouIoU) withouL iiopping to enquire whether the dcftrudtion 
of die {hips wis confilienc With the lawo of war, he would de- 
mand by whcL- orders the Conflitution of 1789 was firft ofrcred 
to the people, and by whole orders tha^ oiF^r was broken 
to them s and ic maft be a fubjccl of enquiry how Lordl 
Hood, who had fjtrcely taxed General O^Hara with nptkeep* 
ing his word, h. d bimfelf broken his word to the nation, about 
die ftrcngth and reliftance of the place. The cxecutipn of the 
plan for the deftrudion of ihe (hips, he would prove, was mif- 
Bianaged in all that depended on the part of Lord Head ; for at 
the Babel council of the uncombincd armies, an o^cr was mado 
to undertake the deftrudion of thefe fbips, which appears to 
have been accepted ; and yet fuch an inadequate force was 
.^iven for the purpofe, as to oblige Sir Sidney Smith to leave 
hfteen fliips of the line unconfumdd. He reproached ihem alfo 
for the expedition of Earl Moira, which was talked offo long 
as to deliver over all the unhappy Royalifts on the coaft to maf- 
&cre« The expedition of Sir Charles Grey had been equally 
ruined by protraSion ; and with refpedl to the whole of our 
naval campaign, it was in vain to eater into the detail ; for 
no man could with truth aiTert, that we had any wheie prc- 
feuted a formidable afpedl to the enemy. Of the CQudu<Sb of 
the channel fleet he would not fay one word ; he was fare that 
the noble Admiral had exerted his utmoft talents inthc fervice, 
^3u^h they all knew the induftrious pains that had ;bcen taken 
lo throw unmerited reproach upon him. That our trade had 
not been protcfted, the fstSt of the channel beiag now, or very 
lately, at the mercy of a few trench frijgates^ was a moll 
glaring proof. He iaid,^that he did aotmeanto propofe any 
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amendment ; he fliould be inclined to fupport, however, vty 
amehJoient that went to declare that this country ought to treat 
for a peace» whenever an opportunity for that purpofe prefented 
itfelf. [Mr. Sheridan's was generally allowed to be a WfA 
captivating and brilliant fpccch. J 

Mr. (P'indham defended Lord Mornington againft die accu&-» 
tion of not having fpokcn to the queftion. The noble Lord had 
recapitulated the condu£i of France in a manner fo mafter ly, fo true 
txiA fu ahrmingf as ferioufly to fix the attention of the Houfe 
and the nation. The Honourable Gentleman had warned the 
Houfe to beware of continuing a war which he bad defcribed 
in terms of reprobation. But, was the vrar to be avoided ^ 
No: the Right Honourable Member had himfelf adduced nu- 
merous arguments to prove it was not. For his own part, his 
n- nd vras made up fcr war. During the laft feffions of Par- 
liament, moft gloomy pictures had been drawn, and prophecies 
pronounced of the misfortunes that were to cnfue ; which the 
progrcfs of the cutvipai^n had falfiiicd. There had indeed been 
a vyritHy and fluctuation of events ; and if he were at prcfcnt 
afked his opinion of thefe events, dating from the ftiite in which 
we were fix months ago, he would frankly own it might be 
called unfuccefsful ; though if confi^ercd as it ought tabe from 
Ctu: commencement, he (hould then affirm it was the very re* 
verfe. Neither >vould he a'low it to be true, that the inter* 
it^rcnce of England had produced union and energy iq France. 
It was the duty o( other Governments to interfere ; for France 
was making war againft all Governments, all religion, and all 
[Principle. To war had all the crimes committed by the French' 
been attributed; but crimes could exift, and factions could 
exterminate each other without the aid of war. Since the Re- 
volution, France had become the enemy of every Govern-> 
meat', for the monfter was ** born with teeth." Flanders 
had groaned under the yoke of the French during their fhort 
refidence in thofe fruitful provinces, which had not only been 
pillaged but obliged to conform to the revolutionary mandates 
of the invaders, though no people were more rcligioufly de- 
voted to their ancient form?, and th^ Government of theii* 
progenitors, than the inhabitants of the Netherlands. How 
was it poffiblc to prefcrve jKace with the French, who find 
grounds of quarrel with every nation that dares to fufped the 
purity of their intentions: What nation had ever profelTcd 
moie peaceful princij)h'S of condudl j and what principles had 
ever been more productive of war i Why was the injuftlce of 
our interfcrcr|ce with the internal Government of France, fo 
much iniiAed on } Let any man examine. the conduct of ihefe 
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ijefonners, and deny, if be dare, the efFervefcence with which. 
tn?jr interfere in the Government of other nations. Mr, 
Windham then difcuflfed the inahility of Civilians to give rhe-^ 
tbric rules fufficieht for the regulation of nations in ail cafes^. 
cfpecially one fo unforefeen as the prefent ; and then cited Vatel 
Jo ihcw that that writer's great authority was rather favourable 
than otherwife to the proceedings of England on this emergency. 
Again he adverted to interference in internal affairs, and de- 
manded what muft become of the balance of power without 
fuch interference ? He infided that tlie internal regulations of 
M countries, frequently did, and thofe of France at prefent 
efpecially, zSeSt the neighbouring powers. Who fo preclfe» 
who io folenui as the French had been in inftituting rules I 
Who fo apt at breaking ihem ? The fete of the Briflbtines too 
had been deplored j for his part he faw it was true indeed, that 
tfiey " did but teach bloody inflruftions, which being taught 
returned to plague the inventor. Even-handed judice gave 
back the ingreJtents of the poifoned chalice to their own lips.*' 
Briflbt and his opponents were manufe£lured of the fame ftuf^ 
a part of the fame web. The energy of the French, Mr. 
Windham faid, had been emphatically defcribed; but if they 
were energetic, what ought we to be ? Superior as our cauie 
was, fhould we flumber, (hould we be outftript, bafely fue 
for peace, proclaim pur cowardice, and avow our inferiority ? 
No, this was not the fpirit of Britons, it became not their 
bravery, nor was it ufually adopted in their pmAice. Never' 
was there a period in which Britiih arms had (hone with greater 
luflre. Standing as we do, the defenders of the prefent and 
the future world, ought wc meanly to crouch in cowardice, 
and fupplicate in defpair ? Befides, by fubmtffion we could, 
only degrade ourfelves, without obtaining prefent redrefs or 
future fafety» Mr. Windham adduced many other argumenta* 
tive diftIn£ttons, nicely logical and difficult to report. 

Mr. Secretary Duncfarhc^zn with declaring that the Hon- 
curable Gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) who had preceded Mr. 
Windham, in the debate, eloquent as that houfd had often 
heard him, had never difplaycd language more forcible, talents 
more brilliant, or powers more aftonifhing. Nor was he barren 
of praifeiothe Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Windham) 
who /poke next in turn. Having paid this handfome tribute to 
genius, Mr; Dundas entered into a defence of the meafures of 
Adminiftration, willingly took his {bare of refponfibility, and 
declared, that inftea4 of errors, if errors they could be proved, 
he gloried in the part i; had been his lot to take, Situated as this 
country was at the compcnce^nent of hofiili tics, great exertions 
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had been expe£ted, and he was proud to aver) that they had 
hot only been fulfilledi but had even exceeded hope, and totally 
outrun expe£btion, Meyer was there a period in which they 
bad been equalled. In the month of September 1792^ the 
number of feamen to man th? Britilh navy, amounted to no 
snore than 15,000. This very inadequate force, by the forc- 
ilght and aSivitj of adminiflration, received a fupply of 54^000 
men. We had then only thirteen (hips of the line in commif*. 
ilon, and thefe were with miraculous celerity, augmented to 
eighty with frigates in proportion. Of land forces we had 
only 9000, and bv exertions no lefs extraordinary, 30,000 re- 
cruits had been raifed. He appealed to the houfe, whether the 
"wifdom with which all this had been planned, and the oeconomy 
with which it had been efFccled, could merit the afperity with* 
which Miniftexs had been ccnfured? did it not, on the coa« 
trary, demand the mod unequivocal applaufe ? What were the 
obieds to be purfucd ? The intentions of the enemy were ta 
be penetrated, their motions watched, and their plans counter- 
aSed. In the month of Marcli, Miniftry received intelli- 
gence or a PVench fquadron deftined to the Weft Indies, and 
Admiral Gardner was immediately difpatched with a fufficient 
force, in queft of them. The Mediterranean was the next im- 
mediate objedl of concern, the trad>; of which amounted to a mil- 
lion fterling, and there the French flag, at that time, reigned tri- 
ll mpliant. iiut foon Lord Hood appeared, and never was con- 
duct more mafterly, or efFcdis more glorious. The Italian 
States thrL-atened, and trembling in terror, took /hdter under 
the Britilh win;i, and there found faffty. The moft fanguine 
had never indulged hopes equil to thefe effeds. The next 
great objeft was the channel fleet, and to this the moft arduous 
attention had been paid^ aad v/ith the Cune fuccefs. The cafes 
of the naval department were numerous indeed, and embarraflT* 
ing ; but what praT,i could be too great for his Majefty's fer- 
vants, to whom t^is great truft was committed ; when it wa$ 
remembered, that iiiftcad of culpable remiffncfs, and an ex- 
pofed trade, as had been allegedi it fhould be found that fifty 
convoys had been provided for the fafe-guard of our trade, and 
that not one fliip under their prote£tion had been loft. Aa 
Honourable Gentleman had blamed Miniftry for leaving the 
coaft of America expofed; but it was known that their atten- 
tion had been called to the Weft Indies. Tobago had been 
taken; and though we had failed at Martinico, the fault refted 
with the inhabitants, who lud invited Britain to yield them 
fuccour, had aflced only a fmall force, and when a much larger 
had been fent, did not act with that firmncfs and alacrity which 
were necelTary to fucceis» He owA?d bim&lf to be one of 
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thofe who fought for, and expe£ted indemnification for the ex« 
pencesof the war, and he knew not where to look for it fd effec- 
tually as the Weft India iflands. Our own iflands were not^ 
could not be fecurc, while France fliould poflefs all the iflands 
fhe held at the commencement of the war. Was it therefore 
not highly laudable in Government, to turn its attention to that 
quarter where fuccefs had been the moft probable ? At St,' 
Domingo, we were at prefent in pofleffion ot Nicola-mole, its 
fl^rongeft fortrefs, and Port Jeremy, which had efcaped th$ 
ravages by which the ifland in general had been defolated. 
Vigilance in thefe latitudes was indeed necefl^ary, for is 
bad been the plan of France to fend emiflaries amon^ 
the negroes, excite them to infurredion, and , thus aU' 
ford employment for our arms- to quell tumuh in our iflands^ 
while Qxe mould purfue her baneful projeSs in Europe. In the 
courfe of his fpeech, the Right Honourable Secretary pro- 
nounced the eulogium of our officers, particularly of Lord Hood 5 
and applauded the maflerly manner in which the evacuation 
of Toulon had been effedied. Our fuccefles had indeed been 
great, and never was there a firft year of any war on record^ 
that had been equally fortunate. 

Mr. Fox faid, that notwithftanding the latenefs of the hoilr, ' 
the importance of the queftion, and the confufed mode irt 
which it had been treated by the advocates for the profecution 
of the war, rendered itneceffary for him to attempt, if poflible^ 
to diffipate the mift in which it had been involved ; he would 
therefore endeavour, once more, to obtain an explicit declaration 
of what was the real objeft of the war, that the people of thfs 
country might be no longer the dupes of Artifice and delufion, 
and made to believe, that they arc expending their money and 
their blood for one purpofe, while in faft they were called upon 
to do fo for another. On this point the laft few minutes of 
the fpeech of a noble Lord (iVrorningtonj long and eloquent 
as the whole fpeech was, had afforded more valuable informa- 
tion than all the reft. The noble Lord had faid, in very ex- 
plicit term?, that as long as the prefent, or any other Jacobin 
Government fubfifted in France, no propofitions for peace 
could be made or received by us. He wifhed this had been 
ftated laft year; and that neither the houfe nor the country 
had been drawn in to countenance a war, the objedt of which 
was not fairly explained to them, til, as they were now told, 
they had gone fo far that they could not recede. The Chan* 
cellorof the Exchequer, in the debates of laft feffion, although 
he deprecated the continuance of a Jacobin Government, yet 
faid, that he would not conflder that as a bar to a negociation,' 
provided cte objedls then held out, viz. the fafety of Holland^ 
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and the.excludve navigation of the Scheldt could be fecuredj 
and he iiluftratcd his doftrine hy his praftice, for he a£lually- 
did open a negociation with perfons deriving their powers froni 
tTie then Jacobin Government of France. What then became 
of the argument, that there could be no fafcty for neighbour- 
ing ftates^ no fccurity for the obfervance of any treaty while 
fuch government was permitted to fubfift ? That negociation, 
he (bould perhaps be told, was never meant to fucceed, and 
well did the mode of conducing it juftify the fuppoGtion ; but 
why was it not to fucceed? That the people of England 
might be deluded into a war on a falfe pretence of defending 
an ally, while the real objeft was the fubverfion of the ruling 
power in France. Again he would aflc the queftion, although 
he Ihould (huddcr to hear the melancholy info>mation; but if 
it was fo, let it be unequivocally faid, that we were engaged in 
a war which could have no termination, till we had extermi* 
nated French Jacobinifm, in other words, till we had con- 
quered France, In the prefumption of certain theories of otir 
own, we were to flrvske the wealth, the commerce, and the 
Conftitution of Great Britain, on the probability of compelling 
the French to renounce opinions, for whichj we had already 
feen, that they were ready to facriiice their lives. This at leaft 
was the cafe, if the majority of the Houfe had come over to 
the fyflem of extermination which was laft year avowed only 
by a few. 

He admired the fpeech of the noble Lord, and that of hi> 
Right Honourable Friend (Mr. Windham) the lefs, becaufe 
much of both was only imitation or tranflation of fpeeches and 
reports in the French Convention. The noble Lord afked, if 
we would truft to the religion of Robefpierre, the finance of 
Cambon, or the moderation of Danton ? The anfwer of the 
FVench Convention to his Majefty's Declaration appeared in 
ttrms not decent to be mentioned in that Houfe, to the wif^ 
dom of our Monarch, the good faith of another, and the chaf- 
tity of a third. His Right Honourable Friend treated Vatd 
with as little refpeft as M. Genet, the French Minifter to the 
United States of America. ** 1 would throw Vatel and Gro-< 
tuis into the fea,^* faid M. Genet, when their principles in* 
terfered with his notions cf the rights of nations. Juft fo 
would his Kight Honourable Friend treat them when they- 
controverted his ideas. By fome ftrange fatality vi^e Were 
l\ow conftamly reprobating the language and praSices of the 
French, and as conftantiv copying what we reprobated. More 
inclined as he was to follow experienced rules of judging and of 
ij^akingi he held the opinions of emioc^nc .ajfld learned men^ 
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difpaffionately given on fubjefis which they had fludied, as of 
great importance in reguUting their condud. Vatei, than 
whom he knew of no man more eminently learned in the fci- 
eoce on, which he bad written, laid it down as a principle, that 
every independent nation has an undoubted right to regulate 
its own Government ; and on this authority he had reprobated 
the condu£l of Auiiria and Pniffia in attacking the French, for 
no reafon but becaufe they were attempting to regulate their 
government ; a. condu£l which he feared had been more htsi ' 
Co the political oiocality of Europe, than any thing the French 
had yet done* It was true, as his Honourable Friend (Mr. 
Sheridai) had ftated, that the French were not alone charge- 
able with the carnage which had v^afted Europe. The Duke 
of Brunfwick*s Manifefto he confidered as the fignal for car- 
nage, and a general war* For carnage, by whomfoever com* 
mitted, he was no apologift ; it was equally repugnant to his 
feelings and hts judgment ; and therefore he had kept himfelf 
clear of all concern in meafures which tended to lead to it* 
But * diofe who negociated the treaty of Pilnitz, impartial 
pofterity would pronounce ffuilty ; and this country, if it had 
accedea to that treaty, would not be acquitted. To the treaty 
of Pilnitz he traced the origin of the war. Could it be pre- 
tended that France had been in all cafes the aggreflbr ? Had 
fhe been fo with refpeft to Pruina } The proof was obvious. 
We had a treaty of aHtance with Pruffia, by vrhich we were 
bound CD furniih certain fuccours if Pruffia iSiould be attacked* 
Were we called upon for thofe fuccours f — No fuch thing. ' 
Sufficient evidence that Pruffia did not confider the war with 
France as a war of defence, but a war of aggreffion, volun- - 
tarily undertaken. 

Whether we or the French were originally the aggrefljfs, 
made no ^gneat difference now. This much we know, that 
they offerra to negociate;, and that all their propo&Is were 
treated with difdain and haughtinefs, which could not fail to 
render peace iropoffibie. RobeHpierre, that great authoiity, 
whom the advocates for the war never failed to quote when 
they found him on their fide,accures Briflbt of having involved 
Francein the war with this country. On the ftrength of Ro- 
berfpierrc^s impartial judgnient in the cafe were Miniders ex- 
culpated from the charge of having caufed the war. Such were 
the arguments on which their friends defended their condu6l ! 
At that time, contrary to the opinion ol many ot his friends, 
tn the face of almoft the reprobation of that Houfe, he had 
recommended negociation in preference to war ; nnd painful as * 
it wastahim-to uiffer from men whom be had long lovei and 
. . M efleemcd^ 
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efleemed, on the moft mature refleAion, he felt as much 
folid latisfii£Kon in the advice he had then given} and the con- 
duct he bad purfuod, as it was poffible to £rive from the con-* 
fciournefis Uut they were precifely fuch as they ought to have 
been. 

But the origin of d)e war was now a fecondary confidera* 
tipn. The main queftion was, how can it be conchided? 
His opinion ftill was, that We ought to treat widi the prefent, 
or any other government to which the prefent may gife place 
iq France $ while others faid, and^ an awful connderation it 
vtASj that no treaty with any moditicatton of Jacobin Govern* 
ment could be fecure. The queftion of (ecuri^ he would now 
examine, confidering an attempt to negoctate in the onlv two 
points of view, und^r which, as appeared to him, it could po& 
fibly faH. His own opinion, or rather his conjedure, was, that 
p^ace might bs obcgined* But however well or ill founded this 
might be> we were firft to conftder whether fuch a peace as might 
be fuppofed attainable was To defiraUe as to induce us to neeo- 
ciate i and next, whether failii^ in the negociation woukfbe 
attended with fuch dangers as ought not to be hazarded. How<^ 
ever we might abhor the condud of Frenchmen towards 
Frenchmen, whatever indignation we might feSel agaihft crimes 
from which humanity ihrunk aghaft, hatred of vice was not a 
juft caufe of war between nations. If it were. Good God ! 
with which of thoTe with whom we are now combined againft 
France fiiould we be at peace ? We, proud of our own free-* 
dqm, had long been acOiitomed to treat defpotie governments 
with contempt, and to mark the vices of defpots with vigilant 
fenfibility. Of late, hovirever, our refentment had been moft 
readily excited by the abnfes of Liberty ; and our hatred of 
vice was v^ry different On dificrent fides. In France an old 
defpotifm \s overturned, and an attempt mado to introduce ^ 
free government in its rQpm. In that attempt great crimes are 
committed, and language \i^ ranfacked, and declamation ex-t 
haufted to raife our indigoatioo and excite us to war againft die 
whole people* Ip Poland, libertv is fubverted } that fair portion 
of the creation ((ized bv the f^entleft hnp of defpotifm ; tho 
wretched inhabitants r^ouced to th« f4me utuation with the an* 
cient Rdvjts pf their new matters, and ordered tofing Tt Deum' 
f<>r the bl^lTings thus conferred upon tbem ;-«?and what does all 
this producer Spmetimes a well turned fenSenoe toexprcfsouv 
forrow. But hatred pf vice is no jiift caufe of war, nor ever 
was among nat'ons; and vrhen he heard men declaim on the 
crimes of France, who knew how to reafon as flatefmei), he 
CQ11I4 not but fuipefl th^ ihey meant to deceive* Such a 

peace. 



J*«* %ul WOQDTAtiL'S PMMiMUtmJMt UKfRtS; ^ 

peace» it wat n^xt fittd| woidd not be fecure. He admitceS 

that it would not be foiecurt) for the permanent intereft of this 

country, as he could wiflij i)ut it would be. as fecure as any» 

peace that had been made with France at ao/ odier time^ and 

more fo, than any that they, who would make no peacd 

without the reftoratton of the monarchy^ could ever expedt 

to make. The prefent rulers of France had declared them- 

felves our natural ene^nies ; they had contrived fchemes and fent 

emiflaries to overturn our Confiitution. Had not all this been 

conftaotly done bv Louis XIV. ? — Was he not the declared 

enemy otour Revolution ? Did he not keep up a correfpondenco 

with die Jacobite p^rty among Us ; and endeavour by force and 

a*tifice^ to overturn our eftabli^ment in Church and State ?• 

Had oar new fangled politician^ lived in thofe times, they 

would have faid, before the peace of Ryfwick, *^ What ! treat 

with Louis XIV. who has made war upon youun)uftly,whohat 

fomented treafon and rebellion, who has attempted to deftroy all 

that, you hold facred, and inftead of a limited monarchy^ 

and the Proteftant religion, impofe upon you the fetters of 

defpotifm and Popery t" Such muft then have been their Ian* 

guage, but King William and his Minifters would have 

diought thofe who held it fitter for Bedlam than a Cabinet. 

It was (aid, that the Jacobins have threatened to ovcr-rua 

Holland, and extend their conquefts to the Rhine. Did not 

Louis XIV. invade Holland ? . Were his projeds of conqucft 

fo moderate as to be confined within the Rhine ? The whole 

argument then comes to this, that you muft be fatisfied with 

the beft fecurity you can get, taking care that the power, with 

whom you make a peace, {hall have no temptation to break 

it, either from your mifcondu^ or want of vigilance. The 

beft fecurityfor Holland is the Emperor's pofTef&onof the Ne<^ 

therlands, and repairing the fortifications of the barrier towns^ 

which the Emperor was bound by treaty to nuintain. Whe<* 

ther the Emperor ihould be obliged to do this at his own ex-^ 

pence, or whether Holland and Great Britain fbouldaiSft him^ 

was matter of difcuflion; certain it was, however, that it 

would coft us much lefi than another campaign. If we 

looked at the declaration to the people of France, the firft 

idea prefented by it, although afterwards fomewhat modified^ 

but again confirmed by the declaration at Toulon, was, that 

the reftoration of monarchy muft be the preliminary to peace. 

Now fuppofe that.inftead of the Jacobin Republic, fome ftablc 

£;>rm of government, but not a monarchy, ihould be efta« 

bli(bedf with which we might think it la'fe or neceflary to 

treatywbac would become of our promifes to Louis XVII. and 
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the people, of Touikm I Then a» to ouf fecurity, according to 
the declaration^ a$ ibon as the: French ha?e a King we will 
ceafe.to make war. upon them> and they may fet about modi-« 
£cation» of jthcir monaxchj. Bert how are^ithefe to be made I 
Not certainly with a guard of German troops funrounding the 
ball) where thofe meet \i4io are to make tlienx* Ffance will 
then be left in precifely the fame fituatfon 9S in 1789, from 
which flowed all the mifchtefs that are. now faid to render it 
impoflible for us to treat with them. Sach is the notable fe-» 
curity which the minifter propofes to obtain by way of kidefi* 
jiite duration 1 

The fame minifter promifed at Toulon, or rhofe whom he 
employed promifed for him, to reftore the Conftitotten of 
1789, and it was ia, hU reftored there. Louis XVIL was not 
ftyled King of France and Navarre, &c. but King of the 
French, and all the authorities appointed by the Conftiiution 
of 17B9, were rr-eftabli(hed« How did this agree with the 
condu^ of our Allies i While we were in pofleffion of Ton- 
Ion, General Wurmfer entered Alface, where he iflued a pro> 
clamation, dif miffing all perfons appointed to offices under the 
Conftitution of 1789, and reftoring, till further orders^ the 
ancient fyttem, which we are apt to call defpotic. He would 
fuppofe a thing too abfurd to be fuppofed, bac merely for the 
fake of argument, viz. that France were brought to fubmit to 
whatever we chofe to propofe. Mud ihehave a King ? She 
confents — Muft that King be Louis XVIL ? She confents-^ 
What in this cafe would be our fecurity i Minifters do not 
mean to reftore to France all they may take in the courfe of 
reducing her to this fubmiffion. By their own declarationt 
they muft have an indemnification for the expence of their 
fervices. Admitting tliat Louis XVIL would have a proper 
(enfe of gratitude; and that gratitude in Kings is ftrongerthanin 
other men-— a pofition, however, rather doubtful (for although, 
•• as rich as a King— «s happy as a King/* and many more of 
Ae fame fort were common fayings, " as grateful as a King.*^ 
had not become proverbial) ; yet as Monarclis muft be fubjeffc 
to the voice of the people, what as Frenchmen would their 
Voice be ?— " That France was deprived of her former poflef* 
^fionS) that ihe was (horn of her ancient luftre, and that no 
fair occafion fliould be loft of regaining what had been ra» 
.viftied from, her j" — ^and thus France would feize the firft 
opportunity of attacking us, when we might poffibly have no 
ally but Holland, and when Pruffia or Auftria might be 
leagued with France. Would any man fay, that this was not 
the probable courfe of <ivent5? Unlefs^ mdeed^ it could be 
ihewn, that Princes were more -honeft and true to their en- 
gagements 



gagcments than other men ; but ftom what hiftory he could 
colle£t this obfervationi he was yet to le^rn. There were 
certam high ftoicarfentimentSy-iiieh as •*• urelcndw whatbe« 
comes us to do, and that we will do, reg^rdlefs of confe-*^ 
qucnces,"— — ^On fach fcritiments meit might a£k, if they 
pleafed, for thcmiclves, bat they had no right to a£l fo fdip 
their conftitUents. Were Gentlemen ready to fay wiA De-* 
mofthenes, that feeing all the calamines which muft' follow- 
from their condud:,' yet thcfe calamities they would brave; 
and all this for the crufa^e againft the Jacobins I 

When he heard that the fuccefs of the cam^ira wa^ to be 
made matter of boaft- in the King's Speech', he thought hthd 
kigheft pit^h of effrontery to be found in the annals of any 
nation. Little did he imagine that his Majefty would think 
it neceffary to recapitulate from the throne all the fuccefles 
obtained l>efore the rifing of the Tall Seffion of Parliament— 
fbcceffes of which they had been told over and over. If, how*, 
ever, thefe fuccefles were to be eftimated from June, when 
his Majefty laft addreiled the Parliament, to what would they 
amount ? or if, which was indeed the only rational mode of 
forming a judgment of the future, the fituation of France 
when nrft attacked by Auftria and Pruflia, were compared 
with her prcfent fituation, what was the profpcft of final fuc- 
cefs ? Far from imagining that he (hould have had to contend^ 
that the campaign had been neither fuccefsful nor glorious^ he 
ezpe£led. to be aflced, when he came to talk of peace, •* what ? 
arc you fo pufillanimous as to fufFcr your fnirits to be dc- 
prefTed by a few untoward events ? Would you advife to 
degrade your country fo far as to offer terms of peace now, 
which we difdained to offtr in June, when our good fortune 
was at its height? When we havebebu repulfed at Dunkirk | 
when the Prince of Saxe Cobourg has been repulfed at 
Maubeuge ; when we have been driven from Toulon in a 
manner afiliAing, if not difgraceful ; when General Wurmfer 
has been routed in Alface ; the fiege of Landau raifed } and 
the Duke of Brunfwick can fcarcely proteft the German 
citi^ on the Rhine — to offer terms of peace would be to 
fuppHcate, not negotiatt/'-^— — Such an appeal to hb feelings 
for the dignity of his country, he muft have endeavoured to 
anfwer ; bit from this talk he was completely relieved by mi- 
nifters boafting of their viflrories. If the advantages we had 
obtained were fuch as they reprefented them to be, we could 
negotiate without difhonour ; we could affume the dignified 
charaAer of being in a condition to diflate the terms of peace^ 
and of foTbearing to infift on all that our Superiority entitled 
9s to demands Here then was an additional ieafon for pur^ 

- fuing 
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fuing the cottHe which he recomnicoded. The Right Hon. 
Secretary (Mr. Dondas) had faid, that our objeA in the Weil 
Indies was to gain a folid adTantage for onrielres, as an in* 
demnification for the etpences of the war. lliis» however, 
was a diftind Me£k from that of giving fuch a gOTcrmnent to. 
France, as minifters might think it fefe to treat with ; and in 
many refpeAs ccmtradiSory to the other. In purfuance of the 
objetl of foKd advantage to ourfelves^ whatever iflands wt took 
for Lottis XVII. we muft wi(h to keep) and as wewiflied to 
keep the iflands, muft wifli that Louis XVII. who would have 
»ri^ to demand them of us, (houid not be reftored^ and 
thus our two objeAs wouU run counter to each other. 

The Right Hon. Secretary had faid, that if we were to make 
peace with France on the principk of tai pofideiis^ the cajn-* 
paign wo\dd be the moft advantageous and the moft glorious 
on the records of hiltory. Advantageous in that point of view 
it certainly might be | but glorious it couM hardly be calledy 
when it was confidered that we were leagued in it, with fo. 
many other powers, againft a fingle nation whofe force vre had 
formerly met, not only without allies, but with thofe who 
ought to have been our allies marflialled under the ftandaid of 
our enemies. But the real obje£i of the war was to deftroy the. 
Jacobin power in France. Had we fucceeded in that obie£k^. 
Was it not clear to the apprehenfion of every man who pp&fled 
the iinalleft degree of in^rmation, that we were more diftantt 
from it than ever? 

. The Right Hon. Secretary had faid, that minifters had beea 
much embarrafled about fending the forces then at their di(j>o« 
fal with Sir Charles Grey to the Weft Indies, or with the £art 
of Moira to co-operate with the Royalifts in France. The an« 
fwer was eafy. if their war with the perfons who now govern 
France was» as didr friends now- profeflcd it to be, Biliam 
vfternidnymy they ought not to hare hefitated a moment. Afljft* 
in^ the Royalifts would have moft materially promoted their 
ob|e£t. He hoped that, as fometimes happens to men flu£tu- 
atmg between two purpofes, they had not fo divided their 
attention as to render both inefteAual. 

It was true that he, and thofe who thought as be did, had 
ftated the dangers that were to be apprehended from war $ but 
he appealed to the recolIe£lion of every man who heard himt 
whether they had ever faid, that the war was likely to be ter« 
minated in one campaign. On the contrary, was it not the 
meaning, if not the exprcG terma of the fpeeches made by 
thofe woo advifed going to war, that one campaign would be 
fufficient i Did not minifters know that the iame idea had 
WcR circulated by every minifterial fcribbler in every minifte^. 

rial 
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Ttal newfi>aper i and vm it not notorious,- that tUt dclaOoa 
bad iadoced many perfon» to approve of the wsitj who would 
have othec¥nfe opposed it ? His Kaght Hon. Friend ( Mr. Wind* 
ham) had ridiculed the idea of the war having united the 
Frendi among themfielves. Had it noti united them ? and 
what was worfe for the* eaufe of the allies^ given them an 
energy not eafy to be withftood ? At the clofe of thelaftfeiBon 
of Parliament, they had two parries ftrug^ltng for power—*' 
MarfeiHes, Tonion, Lyons, Boutdeaux, la Vendee, in a ftate 
of rebellion, or on :die point of rebellion. AU thofe, in addi^^ 
tion to the force of ten combined foragn powers, had France 
then to c<mtend with; and as far as could be coUe^dirom 
information, these wos not now an infurre£iion from one end 
of France to the other. What then was the inference i That 
there was no probaUtity, n<nr even poffibility, of overturning 
the Jacobin government of France in. another campai^, nor 
in another to diat. Hie French were now- infpired widi fodi 
sm enthufiaijcn for what diey miCcalled liberty, that »othin|^ 
but abfolute conqueft could induce them to lii^n to any jplaa- 
of internal government propofed by a foreign power. Coq« 
fidering the fpirit of the French in this point of Tiew^ he was 
not much comforted'by any thing that had been faid of their 
finances. Hie arguments of the prefent day reminded him df 
what he had heard in the American war. The Americans 
were reprefented as deftitute of money ; as making temporary 
exertions by means of paper, which a few halfpence mig^t buy 
to the nominal amount of 100 dollars ;' as exercifing on one 
another the mod intolerable tyranny j on the Royalifts, the 
mod unheard-of cntelty-— and then came what was now the 
mafter argument, that if fuch princii^ of refiftance were fu£- 
fered to exift, there muft be an end of all civilized govern- 
n^ent, and the monarchy of England muft be trampled in the 
duft. He was not then deterred from recommending, what- 
he now recommended-«*negotiatioii, whtls negoriatjon was. 
prafkicable. He lived to fee Great Briuin treat with that very 
bongrefs fo often vilified and abufed ; and the monarchy fub«.* 
lift in vigour full enough, certainly fuller than it had- ever 
before fubfifted in fince the Revolution. If ic were not pxe- 
fumptuous for any man to reckon on his own life,, he might 
fay, that he Ihould fee Great Britain treating with thofe> veiiy 
French Jao^mis-r-and mighrtbe period be as favourable for 
inaking peace as the prefent ! 

Having contended that as much fecurity might be obtained 
by treating now with Fiance, as in any cafe that came within, 
experience, or was prefented by theory, it remained only to* 
f aove that if m^Qtiation ihould fail| we had ipucb to gam, 

and 
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and mydiiag to kfe. We (hoitid demonftnte to all the world 
tfat the WBr» on our pan, was ftfi£Uy defenfiTei and wc 
Ihoald convinoe the people of England that their money was 
not expended to gratify the caprice of an individual, hat to 
fHoieAtthe honour and the intereftof the country. In f^no6 
the advantage woidd be ftiU sreatcr;«>*in Fcance, wbete entht^ 
fiafin fupplica the place of military difcipltae and military (kill- 
where It makes the people fnbmitito tyrannv almoft beyond 
human patience-^-we (bould diminifli that enthufiaiin by (hew- 
ix^ them chat they arc not engaged in a war of defence, buta 
war of conqueft. 

Mr. Fox then entered into an esamtnation of the condu£t 
, ctf the war, which he fhewed had been deficient in every ma- 
tcrial point. ** If,'* (aid he, ^ any independence of fpirit 
itmaina in this Houfe ; if there it a man in it not the fyco- 
shanc of miniften, that man cannot hold up his head and fay, * 
ke does not in his confoetice believe that the .campaign, as far 
as this country is coticemed^ has exhibited nothing but the 
imbecility of thoie who planned it. The minifter pofiefies 
great talenti, and great eloquence; and his having been fo 
long in office muft have confiderably increased the number of 
Kis admiMis; but he. muft pick and choofe from die very 
Wweft chis of thofewho pay court to him, before he can find 
thirty pevfona, even at his own table, who will fay that he is a 
war«miatfter. Thev will SeH us that he may do better another 
time^ but how much BrkiSh blood and trcafure muft be la- 
viifaed, whfle the minifter is ferving his ajpprentioefliip to this 
trade of war ? Mr. Fox -proceeded to confider the condu£l of 
mimfters towards neutral powers ; in the courfe of which he 
was led to foeak of America, and paid a high- wrought com- 
pliment to the charaAer of the Preitdent, General Walhtneton. 

He concluded with moving an Amendment to the Addrefs, 
tlie fame in fubftaace as that moved in the Houfe of Lords. 
* Tie Chamalhr of the Exchequer bxAy the queftion which 
had been brought forward by the Right Hon. Grentleman who 
fpoke laft, amounted to little Icb than negativing the Ad- 
dtefsy and' upon diis'piinciple, what had previoufly oeen faid, ' 
cxadly refierred to the fubje6^of debate. From the length 
to which- the difcnflioa had been carried and the latenefs of the ' 
Immt, it was impoffible for him to go much into detail ; yet in 
drcumftaacescn fuch jpeculiar aixl tranfcendant importance 
as the prefent, though he could add little more in point of ar- 
gtoiCBt) he dbafidicred it as incumbent on him exprcfsly to de* 
Kfcr htsr opmion on feveral points whidi had been urged by the ' 
Rttht Honourable Gentleman. He ftill confideredit as nc- * 
ct^Mry ia lihe preiJElat ftage of the queftion^ to rdfev to the . 

original 
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original grounds upon which the war had been undertaken. 
Th€ Hon. Gentteman on the other fide hadtold them, thai 
tbefi: were of little confequence ; and had infifted, that a fe- 
cnre and honourable termination of ^e war, was &e onljr 
point which ought now to occupy their dtfcuffion. It be^^^ 
came more nec^[arv to refer to thefe original * grounds, as^ 
while the prefent fyftem continued, there wasf itp probability 
for any fuch termination in the prefent ntomcilt. in recur- 
ring then to the principles on which they had f(5t out^ it would 
appear^ that the prefent war had not been haftily and raftily 
engaged in, but after due deliberation and mature conviflion.. 
It had been the opinion of the majority of that Houfc, anil 
of the. great body ef the nation, that it was undertaken upori 
girounds ftri^y defenfive ; and that the nation was'etjually 
compelled to engage in it by the obligations of duty, and 
the urgency of neceffity. An Hon. Gentleman had afced-** 
Would not we have engaged in the war e^en *if France had 
not previouily declared againft us ? — To thishe would attfwer^ 
what he had laft feffion affertcd, TTiat if we did not receJvd 
latisfa^on for paft injuries, an^ fccurity with refpeft to the 
future^ moft certainly we would. From the conduA of 
IVance, the war, in whatever fonri it^appeated, could only btf 
confidcred as aggrcffivc on their part,- As to A^hat wpre* thrf 
obje£ts of the war in the firft i.nftance, they had bech ftated 
by his noble friend (Lord Mornington)* Thefe objcfti 
were — Firft, That the fyftem adopted by the French, had dc-» 
teioped principles deftruftive to rihe general order of fodety; 
and/ubverfive of all regular government* Secondly, That the 
French themfclves, with a view, no dbubt, of extending theif 
fyftem^ had been guilty of ufurpations on ii\t territory of other 
ftates. Thirdlv, that they had difcovcred hoftilc intentions 
againft .Holland. Fourthly, that they had difclofed views of 
aggrandizement and ambition entirely new in extent and im** 
portance, and menacing in their progrefs not only the inde- 
pendence of this country, but the fecurity of Europe. Un* 
lefe it can be (hewn, that w^ were originally miftaken 5 that 
thefe were not proper objeflis of conteft ; or, that thefe objecfl^ 
art- already gained \ the obligations and neceffity which ort* 
gibailly induced us to undertake the war, operate with equal 
fofce- at the prefent moment. In that cafe, even fuppofin^ 
that dilappointment and difficulty had occurred in tlie profe- 
cutioa of the war, they ought to have no other efFefl than to 
in^ire us with additional vigbUr and ftimulatc us to rxtvif 
exertions. Though not infenfible to any failure or mifcarriag^ 
Aat might be afcribed to the mifcondu£k of thdfe employed 
m c6ndudiji£ tbt .operations of. the war, yet tlrffe could not 
¥#j^. I. * ^ N »6 



at aU afie£t the genend queftion, even if their condaft IuhIm 
yiuch demerit as had been ftated by the Hon. Gcmkiiimn 00 
^le other fidei However unpkaant he or hia coUaigiie» 
mieht &el froaa that peculiar fituaiioii of rcboofibility in 
^rhich they ftoodfthat vaanoreaiba wbf iheieihouldbe an; 
alteration in the fentioienta of the couotrf • If thofe dila»^ 
pointtnents and difficukies aiofe^ not from the nature of the 
^onteft, but from the mtfbondud: of thoie e n truft cd widi the 
fnanagement of public affiurs, the nation weve not tfaerefom 
io be difcouragedm the career of exeitiony and to (brink fnua 
Aeir duty. It thofe perfona who conduded his Majefty'^ 
councils wpxe unequal to die taflc^ let us not diink (b meanlf 
* ff the abilities of the oountryy as to fuppofe Aat lliere are nol 
ethers of fuperior talents^ without refortiag to the few in-- 
dtviduals who have ever fince its commencement d^overed 
principles inimical to the war. Sorely it is not neoeflarytx> 
^ppofe that all the abilities of the nation were exdufively niQ«^ 
iu>poiized by thofe individuads. But if^on the other b^di^tho 
ilifficulty was a(cribed to the nature of the cpnseft itfelf^ 
irhich} however^ he fiiould much more remty then would tbo 
f rgument with refpe£l to the mifcoodu& of mioifterS) or of 
thofe concerned in conducting the aAive operations of the 
^nxy be much weakened. He (aid, be would nvoceed Iniefly to 
take a view of the dificrent ftages in which the qucftioil of tha 

Shad been debated. At the concluiion of laft Seflioni he 
placed ks termination upon two circumftanccsi Firftf 
the Ming able to procure a peace upon tetms likely to render 
St fecure and permanent^ andiecondly, an indemnity fuit* 
able to theexpencc which the nation ibould hare incurred 
in carrying on the war* He had therefove» in the debate at 
the conclufioh of laft Seffion^ held out as a means, not only of 
Unnoying the enemy, but of fecuring thofe d^firaUe en^ the 
propriety of an interference in the internal government of 
yrance. Not that he had abiblutely infifted upon .an entire 
iubverfion of that gpvemment^ he bad always a^rted that if . 
e peace could be made upon terms of fecurity to this country^ 
ik> coofideration of the deteftable charaAers of the ruli^ 
men in FranoCi or of the crimes and horrors with which dm 
were fullied, ought to influence this country to ttp€t fnca 
terms. The Hon. Gentleman had then admitted this principlo- 
to be right both in point of expediency and. morality, lio 
mud here advert to an unfair mode of amtment which had 
oeen employed by the Hon. Gentleman. He had eodeai^ur* 
cd to give a dificrent turn to fentiments, by confounding -tfau 

Eriods at which they had been brought forward. Wheir chit 
i£i neutrality obicrved by thi» couot^yt witk tdned I*. 
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fitfy jhadtlieu bootTneivQl ftom Fnnoe. WImh the fjlkcm 
«liimd» tbe bmt fenfimenttcoitkl im foager iHpp'l7« If » fe# 
Teigncouatt^^vided intfr ttra potties iMid diMxyvered lulftile 
intcmioat .iMh leQieft Kr m iMtiafh k wo«ld teely be perfe^l/ 
4bir to oftdhammt.tD oppole Aek parties -to oat anotheri fo at* 
«> defeat the eAsfbot this enmity^ U^t efaeciklly^ if the 
tsontiMaiice •£ a fyftem vas die gotmiiA of that enmkjTt aa 
iiittfference to demov that fyfteto was pooticiilaiijr juftitaable* 
Socbw^diemeffeiUteof AecafeWtweeaFnuK^eai^ thie- 
icoimtryw Left year this i n te rfcreaee had been avowed and 
adHMtled ai a ground of aAieiip and itt propriety conld aoC- 
iitiely now be denied. Since hSt year^ a new fcene had beea 
opened^moieareiit&l aad extraordinary even than ihofe which 
mi imematlj been eaUbited. However the horrors and 
cfines which had tsdEe»platee in former periods of the Revo- 
Intioo might have exceeded all otpejiation) and tranfcended 
«ven the ntmoft Aretdi of imagination i diey jidw appeared- 
tKoif to have paved the way far fvdb horror8> and accumulated: 
crimes.beyoml whatever &ncy coaU have feigned or fear con-: 
€eiveiL .ThisgB had come to fiich a crifisy dnt he hadn^ 
difficidty t» decbre, that while that iyftem contiaiied, peace 
wnsi lefs defirahle to him than a wartmder any circumftaoceo 
of cfifiiftcr which he eodd* poSbly imagine. Not that he 
wonid Gontead that the mere abhorrence of crimesy Aat the 
moa deteftathm of chaiaAer, except dire£lly bearing upo4 
mir own £ifeSy» ooaM coaftttute any leafoas why we fliouUt 
cangein.a war^ bu^ in the prefent inftance^ the reafonin^ 
of UtnobfoFrienddiredlyap^ieil^ that rcafonine had gone— ^ 
firft^ to (hew <he horror and enonmty of the lyftem whicb 
•ow> prevailed in Frances Secondfart the danter of the ex* 
tenfion of that fyftem, if not %)eedily and effsSually refilled ; 
Thirdly, d^e m ea fuT CT vrfiich were esnployed for the purpofe 
of extending <hat fyftem:: Senrthly* the pTofpe£b of fucoefi^ 
ariuch we decive from the very natare ot thofe mcafilrest ii& 
our attemfrts to cruih- the progxefs of that fyftem: And fifthly, 
ifaat die fttcoefs of thofe attempta depends apoa the 'nmrnt of 
oar warlike efiarts; and that the capcamftances cf the cafe 
were fach, as entirely predladed all negotiation. The fpeech 
of his noUe Friend had been ftyled declamatory, upon what 
principle he knew not, eaecpt that ever^ efibrt of eloquence^ 
powenully exerted, was to he branded with the epithet of de« 
chmalion. The propofitioas, which he had broittht forward^ 
had beenuraed, not in a vagae and general way-^-dbey bad been 
fiijpported by ftxong h€t^ The hiftory of the rulers a( 
Wnmcthai beea tahen from their own motttb% from records- 

JM^ ' writtca 
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vrritten under their iti^pe£Hoi^ mi decrees faii6ti6iiMt)>f their 
^thoritj. From t)ie nature of their govemment, there co«ld 
be no aependance on &e chan^iers of whom it w&s com« 
pofed. 'nie ihifting of perfons took place like the ibiftingf 
of fcenes ; but the principles and procdedingt ftill continiied 
die fame* or only wore diftingmihea in their progvefc by iii-^ 
creafed gradations of enonnicy. On the 21ft of May, a liew 
government, more dreadful in its chara£ler, )ud more fatal in 
Its effefb) had taken p)ace-*dii8 was the Revolutionary 60* 
¥emmcnt.— >His noble Friend, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
faid, began by ftatingi that one of the leading features of diis go- 
vernment was the aibolition of religion. It will fcarcely be 
ftated, that this itep could only zScGt opinions^ orvhanre no in- 
fluence upon the condud; of a nation. . The ottindtion of 
religious fentiment was only intended to parvie the wayfbr liie 
introdu£^ion of freih crimes, and entirely to break afunder 
diofe bands of fociety which had been already loofened. It 
was intended only to familiarize the mind with guilt, and by 
vemovin^the obftacle of fear, to relieve it from &t reftrathts 
of confctence. Infidelity, as his noble Friend had reiharked^ 
was only meant to to hand in hand with infurre£bion. A fe« 
<k>hd meafure of mis revolutionary government was the de« 
' llni6iion of property, a precedent which tended not lefs to 
deftroy all ideas of juftice, than the former to eztinguifli all 
fentiments of pi^ty* Not lefs deteftable was their eondtt£k ia 
their mode of infiifliiig punifiiments — a mode wfaidi took 
away from the accufed all privilege of defence, and from their 
trials, even the appearance of legal forms. All Ask crimest 
however, they contrived to convert into fources of revenue^ 
From the pillage of the churches— from' the deftru£lion of 
property— ^frorn the confifcation of the effeds of thofe who 
i9irere condemned, they derived the means for conducing their 
military operations. They puihed every refource to its utmoit 
extent, as forinftance the unbounded circulation of Affignats, 
and- the impofirion of a forced loan. What can be expeded 
from a fyftem adding upon fuch principles, and fupported by 
fuchrefources? Refources fo defperate aflbrd in themfeWes 
the mod certain fymptoms and indications of the approaching 
decay of that fyftem with which they s^re conneded. If then 
' fuch be the fyftem— if fuch the means of its fupport; and if ' 
France in coniequence has during thefe few months experien« 
ced a degree of diftrefs, ^e mateft perhaps ever known in any 
country, what profped can uiere be of either ftability or per- 
manence to the prefent order of things ? Can it be fuppofed 
to reft on that fomething approaching to inftinf): — ^thatfpirit 
#f cntfai^fiafm which has been fo highly extolled by the Genn. 

Ucmei^' 
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thsmen cm tiie other fide ? What c%ik we think of the pto*- 
bohilit^ of the durati<Hi of a fyftem which has fent aemaiif 
fufpe&ed perfoiM to prifon or the fcaffold, as it has fent recruits 
to the field ? But it has been urge4» that the French have di& 
trngutCbed themfdvea in the field, nor wiU it be denied, that^ 
iiMJkpendently of any other circamftancC) the fpirit of a peo* 
pk may make them brave in the moment of a£lion. But 
their efforts are merely the eSkCt of a fyftem of reftraint and 
oppreilion, the moft terrible and gigantic that hasj perhaps^ 
everezill^. They are compelled into the field by the terror 
of ihit gmiUotine — they are fupported there only by thoie re« 
fiiurces which their defperate fituation affords; and in thcfi^ 
circomftances what can be the dependance on the fteadineia of 
their operations i On this ground, the more monftrou» and 
ItrriUe the fyftem has become, the greater is the probabiHtf 
diat it will be fpeedily overthrown. From the nature of the 
mind of man, and the necefiary progrefs of human afiairsy tt^ 
ia impoHible that fuch a fyftem can be of long duration; and 
fiirely no event can be looked, for more defirable than a de* 
ftru£lion of that fyftem, which at prefent exifts to the miferj 
of France and the terror of Europe. 

'^ As to the queftion of the Hon. Gentleman, whether I am 
never to make peace with the Jacobins i faid the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, it * is extremely difHcult to anfwer, and it 
would be neither prudent nor rational in me to give him any 
definitive reply in the prefent moment. It is a queftion, the 
(piution of which- muft depend upon a combination of events. 
As^circumftances may yary^ a different line of condu& muiL 
iieceiTarily be purfued ; nor would it be proper to bind up my. 
difcretion by pledging myfeJf at prefent to one fet of meaiures. 
In the prefent circumftances I have no hefitation to declare,- 
ihat I would rather choofe to perfevere in the war even amidit 
the worft difafters, and ihould deem fuch a condu^ much 
aaofe fafe and honourable, than to conclude a peace with the 
ruling powers in France, on their prefent fyftem. The quef- 
tioa of purfuing the war muft, in every inftance, depend upon 
the convenience, with which it can be carried on to ourfelves, 
9ih1. <ii that you muft be beft qualified to judge. On this 
great and interefting crifis, I have no hefitation to ftate, that I 
fliould think myfelf deficient in point of candour, if I did 
not moft unequivocally declare, that the moment will never 
(ome, when I ihall not think any alternative preferable to that 
€4 a peace with France, upoQ the fyftem of its prefent mlers* 
Xhe queftion I do not now mean to argue at large, both itom, 
the very advaaeed hour, and from the fuU difculHon which it 
}m already i^eceived. I ihall only touch oxi one or t>vo points^ 
r. ' whack 
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wUdi bare been Wcmghe forward fay the Hon/Gendeman ai: 
tke oomfe of hu argoMicne. Hk motion is ctrtaunljcovcbe^ 
Sftfm general temis,' and fiich as might cake in every tbiog. 
tkrtlhaveoonleiidedfer. bvecoinniendstohisMajeftyioantH 
chide a peace, nHienever it can be done upon fafe and adra»^ 

?eoiis temisi wilhotit any reference to Ae natim and form 
goTtrmnent which may erift in France. I likewife am of: 
tspiaion, that a fafe and advantageons peace ought to be con*, 
dode^ bat that die fecnrity and benefits of that peace rnnft* 
depend non the eftabKAmem of a government eftntiaH)^ 
wfcrent from the prefent : But thoagh the motion* from tfae> 
yeneral torHis in which it is exprefled, is calcnhted to gaia. 
no ftt6fe ob}e6}r, it is yet capable of doing nmch mifdue^» 
It means and fays, diat tiiis Hoofe feels diftrently from the 
feMnaents exprefledby hk Mriefty. It holds o«t to ovr allier 
that Aeytfre no longer to conbder ns as eager in the caufe,orr 
afting vpoii the principles in which we embarked aloi^ witk 
lihemi wlnle it mnft- impart encomttgement and ebnfi^nicetoi 
mir enemies^ The Ron. Gentleman has faid, dnt a treaty 
^Hth the French government wodd aifbrd us as good a fecu-? 
lity for the continnance of peace as that whid» w« derise4 
Mm the treaty of Ryfwick or Utrecht. He then, in his ufual 
way^ entered into a declamation againfft KineSt and fridfhflie 
^w might place eqmd dependance on the gfood faith of the pre«« 
fcnt government of FVance^ as on that of the Court of Louisr 
3BV. This I exprefly dehy ; and I affirm, Aat had^ that Kinp 
even ftfcceeded in his ambitious prcje&s to their frdl extent^- 
what we (hould then have fufiered might h«ve been confidered 
m a deliverance) compared with what mttft be the confequence- 
ef fnccefs attending tne prefent French fyftem. AU the fplen» 
' dour of fats court, all the abilities of his Generals and difeiplin* 
of his anmes» all the great exertions which he was enabled 
to make, proceeded from a high fentimelit of honour. The' 
cxercife of that power which he poflefled* however direfled W 
At purpoies tyf his ambition, was regulated by certaih prin*' 
ciples, and limited within certain bounds. No fudi prtn«^ 
ciples-a&uate the condufl of the prefent French rulers. The^ 
havecontrived to banilh alfreftraintSi and with an ambition moiw 
^fatiaUe, they have at dteir difpofal means of deftrudioft' 
much more formidable than that monar^ ever pofibfled in the^ 

Slenitude of his power. The Hon. Gentleman has.inaccittatelf^ 
!atcd» that I attach the fame degree of importance to the^ 
veftoration of monarchy in IVance as to the dcftmdkMi of tbw 
jnefejit iyftem. 

'* This is by no means the cafes I attach importance to the 
ssftoratire of monarchyj frx^m an opinion that in* the prefent 
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^K greater f>art of the people may be cbfpoied to concur* 

The ancient eoveniment I confidexed as the beft materials 

«pon which .they could work in introducing any change into 

the £ibric of their conftitiition. Befides^ at I have mottght 

k incmnbenty in any interference which I ^pofed in the 

internal afiairs of tfalat country, to confoit duefly the happi«- 

aeb of the people, monaichy appeared to me the fyAem moft 

friendly ta their true intoeftt* In anodier rcfpeCt, die Hoo« 

Centlennn haa .mifireprefentcd me, by ftating the leftitotton^ 

ef monarchy as an event which mnft necefiSrily be preceded^ 

bf the conqneft of France. >I confidcred amnarchy only a* 

the ftandanl under which the people of Fnmce might' l» 

vnited, a gofcmment which my noble Friend has prcmd t^ 

be moft agreeable t» the wtflies of two*thifds of the inhabit^ 

ants : fiat it has been (aid, that even the re-eftablilhmentof 

loyaky . would zScmd us^ no additional fecuiity for the per«» 

manence of peace, and that the French would ftill be equaUf 

formidable to this country* It is however, Ibreiy, a wild andl 

extravagant aiertion> that the m<Muirchy of France^ ftrippe4 

as it would then be of much of its power, and dimini(hed inf 

its revenues, Ihould be as fomiidable, as^fyftem which haa 

psovod itfeif to be anore ^tngerous than monarchy evac waft 

in the plenitude of its power and the height of its greatnefik 

But thete is one part of the argument of my noble Frieiid to 

whidi I nrnft paxttcularly call your attention, and whkh^ 

independently of erery other oonfideration, precludes evea 

the poffiUltty of our treating with France ki the prefent mo^ 

ment— « decree has been pafled by the Convention, forbids 

iling to treat with any enemy till they (hall have evacuate^ 

the teiritories of the republic i and on the iitK of April is 

was agam decreed, that thofe perfons ihould be puni&ed wicll 

deadi who ihould propoie to treat with anv power, which 

IbouM not have pievioufly acknowledged the independence of 

the Froich nation, and the unity and indivifiUMty of the re* 

puUtc, fbuaded upon ISierty and equality. Thus, by any 

propofal .60 treat, we (hould not only incur the difgrace of 

die moft abje£k humiliation^ but abibhitely put ouriehres at 

their meicyY snid become fubje£k to the necdfity of receiving 

any terms which ibey anight be difpofed to di&ate. Are you 

shea to withdraw your armies, to deprive yourfelf of the co^ 

operation of your allies, to forego aU your acqutiitions, t<^ 

give up Conde, Queihoi, Tobago, Fort Louiff ail the fa^o* 

vies in the Eaft Indies ? 

^ Are you to abandon all thefe acquifitions^ the rewards of 
^ur pail labours^ and the pledges of your future fuccefs i 

Shouli> 
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iUioaUjrou confen^6) do all this, (hoald you even haften to 
lendmn ambaiTador to treat with the Convention, yon not 
only muft acknowledge the unity and indivifibility of the 
French republic, but you mud do fo in their way. You muft 
sicknowledge it as founded on liberty and equality. Ton mull: 
iubfcribc to the whole of their code, and by this a& fandioa 
the depofition of your Sovereign and the annihilation of your 
k^giflature. It may be faid, that they would not infift upon 
all this to its full extent ) but of this I can have but little 
confidence, when I compare their pail declarations and con-' 
dn&. To whatever pitch of extravagance they. may have 
teached in what they have {aid, they have always outftript it 
by what they have done. The abfurdity of their expreiuons 
Ins in every inftance been furpafTed by the outrages of their 
condud i nor can we have any hopes of more moderatioa 
from any change of parties. In all revolutions that have 
hitherto taken place, the firft recommendation to favour has 
be^n hoftility to England. The moft violent have always 
predominated. Tlie leading feature in their chara£ker at 
prefent is a fpirit of military enterprife exerted, not for the 
purpofes of ambition, but every-where fpreading in its pro- 
grefs, terror and defolation. We are called in the prefent 
age to witnefs the polilical and moral ]^enpmena of a mighty 
and civilized people, formed into an artificial horde of ban- 
ditti, throwing oflF all the reftraints which have influenced 
men in focial life, difplaying a favage valour diie£led by ai 
fanguinary fpirit, forming rapine and deftruAion into afyftemy 
and ]>erverting to their deteftable purpofes, all the talents and 
ingenuity which they derived from their advanced ftage of 
civilization, all the refinements of art, and the difcoveries of 
iciexice. In this ftate, can there be any queftion but to refift, 
where reCftance alone can be efie£kual, till fuch time as, by 
die blefling of Providence upon our endeavours, we (hall have 
fecured the independence of this country, and the general 
interefts of E|lope ? It cannot be doubted, that there are 
many other points brought forward by the Honourable Gen* 
tleman with refpe£l to the condu£l of the campaign, and the 
treatment of the neutral powers, which I am extremely anx« 
ious to meet, but into which the latenefs of the hour forbids 
me to enter. My own ftrength, as well as the patience 
of the Houfe, is already exhaufted \ and I more wiUioglT 
poftpone them on the prefent occafion, as they wiU,^ with 
more propriety, form future an4 ieparate fubje&s of di& 
suflion." 
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The Houfe divided on }Ar. Fox*s amendment, 
Ayes 59 
Noes 277 

Majority 218. 

The qacftion on the Addrcfoi as originally movcdi wat 
then put and carried. 
Adjourned at half an hour pad iiTe« 



Lift 



of the Minority on the Amendment to the Addrefs ill 
the Houfe of Commons, on the 21ft of January t 



M. Lee Antonic, Efq. 
Sir John Aubrey, Bart, 
Hon. Ed Ward Bouverie, 
J. R. Burch, Efo. 
George Byng, jElq. 
J. B. Church, Efq. 
T. W. Coke, Efq. 
£. Coke» Efq. 
W. Colquhoun, Efq. 
J. Courtenay, Efq. 
T. C. Crefpigny, Efq. 

iohn Crewe, Efq. 
Ion. Thomas Erikine, 

Sir H. Fcthcrftonhaugh, Bart 

Sir H. Flctclier, Bart. 

Sir H. R. Fitzpalrick, 

Hon. Ed. Foley, 

Ralph Milbanke, Efq. 
* Jl. S. Milnes, Efq. 

R. H. Charles James Fox, 

! ^hllip Francis, Efq. 

John Harcourt, Efq. 

, ames Hare, Efq. 

Filmer Honeywood, Efq. 

Henry Howard, Efq.* 

David HoweH. Efq. 

William Huffey, Efq. 

Jofeph Jekyll. Efq. 

Sir William Lemon, Bart. 

Colonel Macleod, 

Hon. Major Maitltnd, 

Sir William Milner, Bart. 

Dudley' North, Efq. 

William Pluroer, Efq. 

W. Powlctt, Efq. 

Sir M. W. Ridley, Bart. 

Lord William RuffcU, 
n^ot. I. O 



Great Marlowi 
Clitheroe.' 
Northampton., • 
Thctford* 
Middlefex, 
Wendover. 
Norfolk. 
Derby. 
Bedford. 
Tamworth, 
. Sudbury. 
Cheihire, 
Portfmouth. 
Do. 

Cumberland. 
Taviftock. 
Worcefterfhii*e. 
Durham County. 
York. 

Weilmtnfler. 
Ekchingly. 
llchefter. 
Rnareibrouglu 
Kent. 
Arundel. 
St. Michael's. , 
New Sarum. 
Calnc. 
Cornwall. 
Invemefsfhire. 
Jedburgh, &c. 

Great Grim(by« 
Hertfordihire. 
Totnefs. 
NewcaHle, 

Surry, 
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to^ 
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Hon. St. Andrciv St. Jokni 
W. CunUffc Shaw, Efq. 
R. B. Shertdan, Efq. 
William Smith, Efq. 
Henry Speed, E(q. ' 
Lord Robert Spencer, 
Charles Sturt^ Eiq* 
Colonel Tarletoh, 
M. A. Taylor, Efq, -» 

Thomas Thompfon, '£fq. 
Lord John Town (bend J 

Sir Frederick Vane^ Bart. 

B. Vaughan, Efq. 
Robert vyner, Efq^ 
J. WafMrin Efq. 

C. C. Wcffern, Efq. 

John Wharton, Efq. - 

Samuel Whitbrcad, jun. Efq. 
Gliomas Whitmore, Efq.' 
Roger Wilbraham, Efq. 
Sir Edward Winninglon,* Bart. 
Earl Wycombe, 

Irt all 59. 



Biedfordfliire^ 

Prellon. 

Stafford. 

Camelfofd. 

Huntingdon. 

Wareham. 

Bridport* 

Xirerpool. 

Pook. 

EveHiam. 

Knare(borough«^ 

Winchdfeak 

Calue. 

Thir(k. 

Hereford* , 

Maiden. 

Beverley. 

Bedford. 

Bridgenortb* 

Bodmyn. 

Droit wich. 

Chipping Wy convbr. 
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William Adam, Eiq» 
Charks Grey, Efq. 



Total 6r. 



Rofsfhire. 
Northumberland. 



[In 6rder to make 6ur Work complete, and furnifli the iteadcr 
^vith the fubje^^s that called for and occafioned the Debates, which 
a-e in this pnblicaiion reported, it is oar intention regularly to in- 
fcrt Copies of all State Papers, Treaties, and Conven- 
tions laid QDon the Table of the Houfes of Parliament, and ajfo 
Copies of fiicn Protests as "Ihall from time to time be ent^rad 
en the Journals, of fhe Hoiife oT Lo/ds.] 



Jan. 1794.) 'TREATIES AND COKVWTIONS.. %^ 

i&itdientic Copies of the feveral Treaties and Conventions,, laid 
upon die TaUle in thetioufe of Lords by Lord Grsnv.illp, 
znd in th j Houfe of Commons by Mr. Secretary PyNDAa. 

i>>nvention between Hii Britaiuuck Majeily and the Emprefs of 

Ruflia. Sdgned at London* the a^th of March 1793. 

T^HEIR Majcfties the King of G seat Bwttin and the Emprefs of 
^ all the Ruflias* equally convinced of the importance and adr 
vantage to the two monarchies of the extenfion of the commerce 
which hxs hitherto fubfiHed between their, refpeftive fubjefts* have 
acknowledged the neceliity of immediately^ providing for this objeft 
by prelinunary fti^ulations, till a definitive arrangement for a 
treaty of .commerce can be agreed upon between the two crowns. 
F^r this purpofe, they have chofen and authorifed, viz. His Brir 
tannick Mijefty, the Mod liluilrioos and l4oft Excellent Lord 
William Wyndham, Baron Grenville of Wotton, one of his Ma- 
jefty's Pi^vy CounciU and his Principal Secretary of State for Fo- 
reign Affairs ; and Hor Majefty the Hmpcefs of all the Ruffias* the 
Moft ^nflrioas and Moft Excellent Lord* Count Simon Woronzow^ 
Lieatenant'General of the Arnttes of her iaid Imperial Majeily, 
lier Envoy Extraordinary and Miaifter Plenipotentiary to His Bri* 
tannick Majefty» and i^nieht of die Orders of St. Alexander New- 
&y, of the Military Or£r of St. George of the Third Clafs« 
^ of S;^ Vbukmir^ Gaeat Crofs of the FirH Clafs: Who, after 
communicating to each other .their full powers, finding them to he 
an good and due form, have agreed upon the following Articles : 

ART>icLB2.The treaty of friendfliip, commerce, and navigation, 
/concluded at St. Peterfbur^h in the year 1766^ between the twp 
monarchies, fiiall refnme its force and adlivity, which ihaU con- 
jcinue, in all the claufes and ftipulations, during the fpace of time 
Jiereafter ftxed ; and the two high contrading parties engage to 
employ tbemfelves, in the interval, in the arrangement oi a new 
^aty of commerce, for the pnrpofe of fecnripg, in a permanent 
manner, whatever xnay tend to confoHdate and to exteno the com- 
merce and the navigation of the Hritifh and Ruifian fubjedls. la 
confequeace wfiereoG His Britannvrk M^jefty, and Her Majeily 
the Emprefs x)f all <tiie Ruflias, engage ^nd pro^ife reciprocally to 
execote, obferice, and accompUfh, m all points, the above-men* 
tiooed claufes and ftipulations of tjie .treaty of commerce of the 
year 1766, as if they were inferted here ^ord for yrord, and in the 
fame manner in wliach they were executed, obferved, and accom- 
^liihed beJFore the year 17^7, being the dale of the expiration of 
the (aid Treaty ^ with exception only of thofe alterauotts which 
are agreed upon by the prefenit ^> ^nd which will be mentioned 
in the following Articles. 

Art. II. The college of commerce being no longer a court of 
jaMct, kw-foits, and other affairs of Englilh merchants efla- 
bliihed in Ruffa, (hall be judged and regulated by the ^tribunals 
eftabliflied for this purpofe, in the (ame manner as ii prafHfed witH 
xegard to other nations who have treaties of commerce. In return 
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cafe» from their find poTts for Fnncc, of any mtlifary or navit 
iloret> or com, gfain, lalt meat, or other provifions ; artd to take «1| 
Whcrme&{ms in their power for in juring the commerce of France, 
•ftd for bnngifl^ her, by fuch means, to jttft conditions of peace. 

AtT. IV. Ttieir Majefties engage to unite all their efForu to pre« 
vent other powers, not implicated m thit war, from giving, on this 
Ijccafion of common concern to every civiltzcd ftiLte, any protedion 
4irhatever, direftly orindireaiy, in confequcnce of their neutrality, 
to the commerce or property of the French, on the fca, or in the 
ports of France. 

Aar. V. Their Majef^ies, dcfirin^ mntually ind ardently tocofv- 
irm and confelidate, as muck as poffiWe, the friendlhjp and unioH 
TOW fi^iUnj: between them, and to protcft and extend the commerce 
between their refpcaive fubjeas, will authorifc their minifters to 
ptoceedi; without delay, to the formation of a de^nitive arrange- 
west for a treaty of alliance and commerce. In the tnah time, and 
«mtil that happy work can be eWt6ked, they have agreed to renew, 
mwf^nMy, the treaty of 1766, by a preJiminary agreement of 
we fame date with this convention, and exchanged hi Tike manner 
between the ahove-mentioned minifters. 

Art. \a. His Rritannick Majel>y and Her Imperial Majefty of 
m the Raffias, engage to ratify the prefent convention ; and the rati* 
aati09s theraof ftaB be exchanged in the fpace of three months, of 
tMmer, af It can be d#rie, to beconmutcd from the day of the-^gnature. 
^tijntn^ whereof, we the underfigned Plenipotentiaries of their 
majemtt ^ King of Great Britain apd the Emprefs «f aD die Ruffias, 
fcaTc figned the prefent coaventi^n, and have caufed the fells of our 
fnns to be affixed thereto. , 

Done at London, this twcnty.fifth of March, in the year opc 
thoii^nd fevcn hundred and ninety-three. 

S. Comtc WOROJ^ZOW, (L.S.) 

Treaty between His Brkannick Majcfty and the Landgrave of 

Heffe CalTel. Signed at C^cl, t^c 10th of April 1793. 
T>£ it known to thoTe who^ it may concern, that HisMajefty th^ 
^^ King of Great Brkain, and His Serene Highnef? the Landgrave 
of HefTe CafTef, in confideration of the Uria ties which unite the 
iVitereft of their rcfbedkive houfes, and having judged t]uit,^n the prel 
fent fituation of aftairs, it would contribu^e.tx) the reciprocal wclf3« 
9f Great Britain and of Hcijc, to cement and ftrcngthcn, by a new 
treaty of alliance, the conncdion which fubfifts between them; Hi 
Britannick Majefty, in order to regulate the objcds relattve to this 
alliance, has thought proper to fend to Caffel the Right Honourable 
Thomas Earl of fclgia, and of Kinkardine, Baron Bruce of Kinrofs^ 
^is Miniftcr Plenipotentiary j and His Serene Higlinefi has norair 
nated, on his part, for the fame purpofc, the Baron Maurice Fre- 
derick, oFMunclianfen, bis aftual Nfinifter of State, Privy Counfellor, 
aaid Knight of the Order of the Golden Lion, and his Direaor of 
the College and Trcafury of War; and John Francis Kunckel, Privy 
CounfeWor of War: Who, being' fumifhcd with the ncccflary ft! 
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powers, have agreed to take for bafis of the prefentTreaty, the Trea- 
ties which were formerly conduicd between Great Britain and Heffeg 
to adopt fach parts of them as may be applicable to the prcfent cir- 
comitancesyOr to fettle iy new articles thofe points, which it mav be 
heccilary to regulate othorwife. fyec^ tiling, which ihall not other* 
wife be fettled, ihall be doemed iubfi^tin^ in £M force, in the manneir 
exprelFcd in U^ above-mendoned Treaties! and, as k is not poffibi^ 
to fpecify each particular cafe^ every thin^ which ihall not appear to 
be determined in a precife manner, either m the prefent Treaty, or in 
the (ormet l^reatics, ihall be fettled A%-ith ecjaity and good faith, Uk 
conformity to the iame principles, which it is agreed on both fides t^ 
adopt, for the regulation of iuch cafes, whether during ther courfe of 
the war, or after its cpnclufion. 

Art. I. There (hall be therefore, in virtue of this Treaty, between 
His Majefly the King pf Great Briuin, and His Serene Highnefs the 
Landgrave of HelTe CafTel, their iucceilbrs and heirs, a flrid friend- 
fhip, and a iincere, firm, and conilant union, fo that the one fhall coiwr 
fider tlie Inteirefls of the other as his own, and ihall ftrive to promote 
them With good faitb, as. much as poflibie, and mutually to prevent 
and remove all diflurbance and injury. 

Art. II. With this view, it is agre^d» that all theformejr Treatiesv 
efpecially.tlioff of guaranty,, ihall.be deemed to.. be renewed and co««> 
firmed by the prefent l^reaty, in all'thcir points, articles, andclaofesy 
and (hall have the .fame force, as if they were herein iaierted word- 
for word, ioi^s much as the ikme is not derogated from by the prr*' 
fent Treaty. .^ - 

A rt: III, His Majefly the Iting of Great Britain, defiring to iecniW 
for his fervice in Europe a body of the troops of the Serene Land*- 
grave, and His Serene Highnefs, wifhing for nothing more than to 
give His Maj^ily real pro^ of his ffrong attachment for hiai,^en« 

fage9,bv virtue of this article, to keepiareadineis for thispurpofor 
uriiig tne ipace of three fucceflive years^, reckoning from the day of 
iht fignature of the prefent Treaty, a body of eight ihouiand men, as 
well infantry as cavalry, or chafTeurs, including officers. This corpi 
ihall be completely equipped, furntfhed with teats, and all neceflkry 
equipage ; in a word, fhaU be put upon the heft poflibie footine ; and 
nobody fhall be admitted into it but men capable of ferving, aocnow- 
ledged as fuch by the commiflary of His Britannick Majefty! This 
corps fl all march in two divifions; The &rft, cozifi^ing of four thou- 
iandmen, fhall be compofed of a corps of infaotry wit^i t^ artillery 
men, and of a regiment of cavalry. Formerly ibfi fignature of Trear 
ties preceded for fome time the period of the requifition for the marcly 
of the troops; but as, in the prefent circqmHances, there is no time 
to be lof!, the day of the' fignature of the pre^nt Treaty is deemed 
to be alio the period of the requiiitioir» and the fix& divifion of four 
thoufand men (hall be in readine& to pafs in reyie^v before ;he comV 
miliary of I^ii Britannick Majeily on the eighth of next month/ and 
to begin its- march the following day for. the placp of its deflinadon. 
The lecond divifion, conMing alfo of four tho^fand men, andcom^ 
pofed of a corps of infantry, of a lattalion of chaileurs, and of tw^ 
regiments of cavalry, fhall tc in rcadinefi to pafs in review ^ 5th 
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nf June, and fhall he ready to march in eight weeks front the (far 
ftf the eondttfion of the prefent Treaty, or even fooner if it it pof^ 
fiUe. Thefe troops (hall not be feparated, unlefs the caofe of waif 
Aoold^require it, but (hall continue under the orders of their Hefiafk 
chiefy under the command, however^ of the General to whom Hh 
BriUnnick Majeily iliall entrail that of his whole army: And thefe> 
•ond divifion fliall only be condnfted to thofe placet wJiere die IM 
ftall be, unlefs it (hould be contrary to t!ie plan of operations. 

Art. iV. Each battalion of infitntry of this corps of troops fliall 
fte provided with two field^pieces, and the officers, cannoneers> and 
iKher men and equipage attached to them. 

Art, V. In order to defray the expences to which the Serene 
Landgrave fhall be put, by equipping the above-mentioned corps of 
tight thoufand men. His Majefty the King of Great Britain promifea 
ID pay to His Serene Hi^hnefs, for elch liorfeman or dia^ooa, pro* 
perly armed and moui^ted, 80 cro\vns Banco, and for eacn foot fbl* 
dier 30 crowns Banco. This levv-money for the "Mt divifion ftall 
he paid fifteen days after th6 fienature of the prefent Treaty. V^ih 
ftgard to the Ievy*money for the iecond divkfion, one half thereof 
ft^l be paid on the eiehth of next month, and the other half on 
the day on which the fe<;ond divifion fhall begin its maKh* The. 
levy^money fhall be paid for the fame defcription of perfoni fo^ 
whom it was given in the former alliances. 

Art. VI. Beiides what is ftipukted in the preceding article* 



His Majefly the King of Great Britain engages to canfe to be paid 
annually, during the three vears that this Treaty fhall laf^, a fub-^ 
Hdy and an halt; fixing the fum according to the cuftom eflablifhed 



for the fubfidies in the former Treaties. This fubfidy fhall com- 
mence from the day of the fignature of this Treatv, and it ihaO be 
paid at the rateof two hundred and twenty-five thonfandcrowns Buco 
per annum, the crown being reckoned at fifty-three fols of Hollandt 
dr at four (hillings and nine-pence three farthings En^lifh money. 

When the faid troops (hall be fent back by hb Bntannick Ma- 
jefty, from the day ot their return into the territories of his Serene 
Highnefs, till the expiration of the treaty, the fubfidy ihall be 
continued upon the fame footing of 225,000 crowns Banco oer 
annum. TIk payment of this fubfidy fhall be regularly paid witl^ 
out any deduoion, and quarteHy, in the town of Cafief, into the 
military treafury of the Serene Landgrave, authorifed to receive it ; 
and ih cafe that on either fide it fhould be fudged expedient that 
the numberof the corps of troops fhould exceed eight thoufai^, the. 
fubfidy fhall be proportionably augmented, unlefs it fliall be other* 
wife agreed upon. His Majefty fliall continue equally to this corps 
the pay and other emoluments during the remainder of the mostU 
in which it fliall repafs the frontiers of HefTe, and arrive in the' ter- 
ritories of his Serene Highnefs, that is to iay HeflS^, properly fo 
called. 

Art. VII. With regard to what relates to the pay and allowance^ 
both ordinary and extraordinary, of the faid troops, during the 
time that they fliall be adually ia the pay of Great Briuin ; it ia 
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agreed, tliat, as long as thef (hall ferve in the empire, they fhaU 
enjoy the iame advantages and emolaments which his Majefty grants 
to'his German troops, according to the effeftivc eftablifhment df 
the laid corps of troops at the time of their being delivered, which 
fliaU be verified by a lift figned by the refpeftive miniftcrs of the 
high contrading parties, which (hall have the fame force as if {t 
were inferted wql-d for word in the prcfent treaty. During the 
lame that they Ihall be employed in the Low Countries, they fliall 
be treated in the above mentioned refpe<fl, upon the footing of 
Dntch troops; it being, anderftood that in both cafes, that is to fay, 
in that of the German pay, as well as that of the Dutch, the allow- 
ances (hall not be inferior to what was granted in former wars ; and 
ii the nature of the war (hould require that thofe droops Ihould ferve 
in different countries upon the continent of Europe from thofe 
above mentioned ; they fliall, in that cafe, be put; in every refpeft, 
on the lame footing with the moft favoured of His Majefly's auxi- 
liary troops. 

If it fliall happen that they ftiould be employed in'Great Britain, 
or in Ireland, as ibon as the notification, in fuch cafe, fliall be made 
to the Serene Landgrave, they fliall be put on the fiime footing, in 
every rcipcd, as tne national Britifli troops. 

All thefe allowances for thofe troops ftiall be paid into the military 
treafory of His Serene Highnefs, without any aDatement or diminu- 
dOB, in order to be diftributed. 

Art . Vni. If it fliould unfortunately happen that fome regi- 
ibeots or companies of the corps above mentioned^ fliould, by any 
accidents, be wholly or partially ruined or deftroyed, or that the 
pieces of artillery of other cffe^s, with which it may be provided, 
uoald be taken by the enemy. His Majeily the King of Ureat Bri- 
tam will pay the expences of the neceflary recruits'and remounting,, 
asalfo the value of the faid field artillery and elTe^^s; in order 
fixedily to reftore the artillery, regiments^ or companies to their 
former ftate : And thofe recruits fliall likewife be put upon the fame 
footing aa thofe which were fumiflied to the Heflian officers, in 
rirtue of the fifth article of the treaty of 1702, in order that the 
corps may be always preferved and fent back hereafter in as good a 
fiafie as that in which it wqs delivered ; and the recruits annually ne- 
ceflary (hail be delivered to the Englifli commiflary, difciplined and 
completely equipped, at the place of their deilination^ at the time 
which Ida Britannick Majefty fliall appoint. 

Art. IX. It will depend upon his Britannick Majefly to retain 
this corps of troops in his fervice kll the time of the duration of thia 
Treaty^ to make ufe of them in any part of Europe where he may 
have o.'!cafiott for them, provided it be not on board the fleet, from , 
ihe time of its quitting the territories of the Serene Landgrave ; and 
when His Majefly the Kine of Great Briuin fliall think proper to 
fend hack the flud troops, he fliall £ive three months previous notice 
to Hia Serene Highnefs, and fliall make him an allowance of a 
month's pay for their return, furniflfing them aUb with the neceflary 
means of tranfport gratis. 

Vol. I. P Art. 
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Akt. X. Hb Britannick Majefty promUes to attend, as much ai' 
poffiblcj to die fafety of the dorointons and pcffeffions of Us Serene 
Higlhiefs, and to dtredl the military operations* as mochas dream- 
fiances may permit, in fuch a manner that the conn try of His Serene 
Highnefs may be covered and fpared as mach as poffible. if, how- 
ever, notwithftanding the precaations which fhall be taken wiih chac 
view, the country ofhis Serene Highnefs (hould be invaded by the 
enemy, on account of his alliance, and the prefcnt Treaty, His Bri- 
tannick Majedy (hall endeavour to procure to the country of His- 
Highnefs the Landgrave, an indemnifieation proportionable to the 
lofs occafioned thereby, accojsding to what has been formerly don& 
on (imilar occafions. 

Art. XL The fick of the HeiHan corps (hall remain under the 
care of their own phy(icians, furgeons, and other peribns appointed 
ibr that purpofe, under the command of the General commanding, 
corps of thofe troops, and every thing (hall be granted to them 
which is eranted to His M'ajeftv^s own troops. 

Aar. XII. All HefGan deierte» (hall be faithfully reftored, ar 
often as the^ (hall be di(oovered in places dependent upon His Bri* 
tannick Majefty* 

Art. XIIL In con(ideration that the article oF recruiting be*- 
. comes daily more expenfive in Germany, on account of the nu* 
onerous armies which are there kept on loot, and that the vacant 
pay is regarded as the principal fund to defray that expence, it ik 
agreed, that, at the review to be made in the (pring, at the begin- 
ning of the campaign, by the coromi(rary of His Britannick Ma;efty« 
the corps ought to be complete, or &e pay of thofe wantine to 
laolnplete IhaU be retained ; on the other hand', the pav of thoie 
who may be wanting from one fpring review to the next (htll not be 
reuined; but fliall be allowed without abatement, as if they were 
. complete ; and, inftead of what was formerly paid for recruiting, 
.in the room of one killed or three wounded, it is agreed^ that, 
without dlilindibn;, each man furnifhed (hall be fupplied at the rate 
of twelve crowns Banco a head,, under the exprefs condition, how* 
ever, that what is here agreed on (hall only regard the recrwiting. 
Which is the object in this article. 

Art. XIV. All the expences of tranfport for the troops, aa 
well for the men as for their effi:^» (hall be defrayed by hi^ Bxi* 
tain nick Majedy. 

Art. XY. The fituation of aff^rs having entirely changed its 
afpeft ^nce the commencement of this negotiation, it is ftipulated*, 
that if His Britannick Majedy (hould find that he has not, in the 
prefent moment, occafion for the above-mentioned corps of troops,, 
and that his Majedy (hould countermand their march before the 
term fixed for the review of the firft divifion : in that cafe His Ma- 
jcfly (hall be bound to pay to His Serene Highne(^the levy money 
for the whole corps of 8,000 men, and a &Mh fnbfidy, for one 
^ear only ; that is to fay, 300,000 crowns Banco, which (hall be 
: laAead of the diSer^t (lipulations contained ia the above fourteen 
t articles.. 
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urtides. The payment of the levy money (hall, in fuch cafe^ be 
-nude on the 8th of the next month, and that of the fubfidy in 
quarterly payments^ in one year, reckoning from the dace of the 
iBgnatnre of the prefent Treaty. Bat it is exprefsly agreed, that^ 
in the mean time, this article lhall in no degree furpend either the 
preparations or the payment, which it has bm agreed on each £de 
to make. 

Art. 7CVI. This Treaty fliall be ratified by the liigh coniraa- 
ing parties, and the ratifications thereof (hall be exchanged u foon 
as poffiUe. In witnefs whereof we, the underfigned,aothorifedby 
ahe foil power of His Majefty the Kin^ of Great Britain, on one fide, 
and of his Serene Highnefs the reigning Landgrave of Heile CaAel, 
on the other, have figned the prefent Treaty, and have thereto pat 
the feals of our arms. Done at CaiTel, the loch of April, 1 703 
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Convention between hts Britannick Majefty and the Ltnd^i^tve of 
HeiTe Cafl*eL Signed at Maykammer, the 23d Day of Angnft, 1 793. 

HIS Majefty the King of Great Britain, and his Serene High- 
nefs the LandghKre of HeiTe OiiTel, having judged it man*- 
ally advantageous to ftrengthen and confolidate the ancient bonds of 
frieodfhip, which fe happily nnite the two fovereigns, by a treaty 
of fobfidy> concluded at CaiTel the loth day of the month of Aprtf, 
,1793 ; and His Britannick Majefly having thought fit, in the pre- 
fent iitoation of affairs, further to augment the cQ];ps of troops em- 
ployed agaioft the common enemy, has ^ barged, on his part, the 
Earl of Yarmouth, one of His Majefty's Mol^ Honoarable Privy 
Council, to negociate and conclude, with Baron Frederick SegiU 
.mond Waitz de Efchen, Prefident of the College of Trade, and 
Privy Councillor, and with the Direflor of tKc Trcafury of War^ 
John Francis Kunckell, Privy Councillor of War, in the name and 
on the pava of his Serene Highnefs the Lindgrave of HciTe CaileU 
an additional article to the treaty of fnbfidy, concluded the loth of 
the month of April, 1793 : which Minifters Plenipotentiary, after 
having commnnicated to each other their xefpedlive full powers, 
have agreed as follows* 

Additional Aaticlc. His Serene Highnefs the Landgrave 
of HeiTe Cailel, in order to give to his His Britannick Majcily a 
new proof of his eagemefs to comply with his deiires, engages to 
ibmiih, in the fpaee of three weeks, at the difpofal of Great Britain, 
a new corps of his troops of four thouland men, viz. one regiment of 
dragoona, one regiment of grenadiers, and two regiments of infan« 
try : which corps of troops, whethet for the duration of the engage, 
menty or the lobfidy, or payt is ceded to His Britannick Majefly 
ly His Serene Highnefs abfolutely upon the fame conditions whic^ 
Aave been ftipulated for the corps of eight thoufand HeiTians, whicj^ 
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*" , c uu <;ifi!ian Makftv • and to iWis end the 

*'■";"'" forSr oXS be r^^^^^^^ given » thofe 
neceffary and proper ui 

whom it "*V """'^ ,^e coorfe of the event* which may occur. 
Art. VIII. .". '" . , ^ J j,e cannot any longer, with 
His Sicilian M|yeftyftalU«di^^ „'ot only that he 

Jttrticeand d.gnity, *»'*."''"f 'A:--Utine. that the above-mennoned 
Will not make peace *•*"»«.* ^fhUueaiy, (hall be at the f*m« 
condiron., intbefccondart«leo»^thuu J,^.^ B,i^„„i,k Ma- 
time ofiered. on the part „ •' ^ ^ Majerty (hould, notwiih- 
Jefty, but alfo. that .f «'*^.^;f ^ ^.r. His Sicilian Majefly 
fc"? obferve a S a^d exaft neutrality daring all its farther d«- 

""r* TY His B'itannick Mi.jefly, at the future peace, and 
Art. IX. ^Wts B "» jj J ^ J purpofe, will give aU 

• at the congrefles whKh tnay J^f^'J/f,«,Uy ofT«^^ ,„d .ff^ci- 
reqoifite attention to the wei ^ y^^ 5,^^,^^ 

f«isfeaion and f«ority. ,„„ fl^ll be ratified by the high 

^* A- ^'^TiiesCd theratificaiions thereof (ball be exchanged 

contraaing P^'"f'' ^" „£ ^hree month., or fooner. if it can be 

in due form, in the *P*« °' '" j „{ ,he fignatore. 

done. .0 be ««'P"«f^;°'Sie und7rfigncd. furniJhcd with the full 

• l„ wi.«rr f er<^;j* te foverefgn,. have (igned the prefent 

Ktion. «d fave caufed the feal, of our arm. to be af- 

• Do'ne « NapU;. the uvclfth day of the month of July, in the 

year 1793- jg^K Acton. (L. S.) 

-/.« Marquis Ch.Demarco. {I., b.) 

(L.S.) W.Hamilton. M*j^^J^„„ „ Circello. (L. S.) 

July 1793- 

^HEIR M.iefties the King of ^reat SJ,!!? SnL^ 
1 Fruffia, in confequence o .he tics of fr'«>dft«P *^'^ ^e- 

by which they are now fo happ>1y nnued. ""J "n.mate y ^ ^^^^ 
Je of cibtbUOiingwih each other a more direa and ^^ ^^^ 

deotiifl communication upon every thing wmcn ^j. 

uKjuft and cruel war, which ^he^rfons -ho e«^ ^ ^^^^^i , 

J-rrBu;^^«^}o=^^^^^^^ 



r 



J».t794.1 TJIEATHS, CONVENTIONS, &c. rij 

pendent ftates • and even with the eXiflence of all focUl order ; Thei r 
Taid Majefties have thought proper toconcertcogetheropon the means 
of oppofing a fafficient barrier to the dangers which threaten all 
Europe, in confequence of fuch prificiples, views, and condudt. 
Their Majeftics have therefore aurhorifcd their refpeftlve Miniflcrs 
Plenipotentiary, to wit, Kis Maj.'lly the King of Great Braimin, 
the Earl of Beauchamp, One. of His (aid MajcBy^s Privy Council; 
and His Majefty the King of Pruffia, the Marquis Jerome dc Luc- 
cheiini, his A^iial Chamberlain, Knight of the Orders, of the 
Black Eagle, and of the Red Eagle : Who, after having communi- 
cated to each other their refpedtive full powers, have agreed to the 
following articles. 

Art 1 c L E I. Their Britannick and Pruflian Majefties will exert 
all their endeavours to ellablifh and to maintain with each other the 
mod perffdl concert, and the mod intimate confidence, upon all the 
ohjf^s relative to the prefent war. The two high contra^)ing 
parties, feeing in the fame point of view the indifpcnlab^e nccellity 
of continuing their plans and operations for the accomj. ilhmert of 
the j'ift and lawful objeA of a peace, in which aU Europe .nay find 
tranquillity and fecurity, will continue to employ their refpedive 
forces, as far as their circumflances will permit, in canyiug on 9 
war equally juft and neceflary. 

Art. II. Thfir Majeflies the King of Great Britain and the 
King of P'-offia reciprocally promife not to lay down their arms but 
by common confent, without having obtained reflitution of all the 
conquers which France may have made upon either of the two 
high contracting parties, or upon fuch other of the powers, friends 
or allies of Their faid Majedies, to whom th^y fhall judge proper 
to extend thi^ guaranty, by common confent. 

Art. III. The high contrading parties having already caken 
the refolution to (hut all their ports againll French (hips, and not to' 
permit the exportation, in any cafe, from their faid ports for France, 
of any military or naval dores, or corn, grain, fait meat, or other 
provifions, they reciprocally engage to continue thofe meafures, 
and promife to employ all other means wl ich (hall be in their power 
for injuring the commerce of France, and for bringing her, by 
fuch means, to juH conditions of peace. 

Art. IV. Their Majefties engage to unite all their ciForts to 
prevent, on this occafion of common concern to every civilized 
ftatc, other powers, not implicited in this war, from giving, in 
confequence of their neutrality, any prote«5lion whatever, direAly 
or indirectly, to thf commerce or property of the French, on the 
{ea, or in the ports of France. 

Art. V. Their Britannick- and Pruflian Majefties engage to 
ratify the prefent convention ; and the rectifications thereof 
ihall be exchanged in the fpace of fix weeks, or fooner, if it can be 
done, to be computed from the day of the iignature of the prefent 
convention. 

In witnefs whereof, we the under (igned, Plenipoientiarics of 

^i^ Majcfly the King of Great Britain and of His Majefty the 

0^2 King 
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Kine of Praffim, Kave figncd the prefent comrention, aad kwrtf 
caaled the feals of oar armt to be affixed threto. 
Done at the caanp before Majrence, the x4th of Jaly, 1793* 
Beavcbamp. (L*S.) Jerome MarquisdeLuccHfiiNi. (L.S.) 



Cofkvention between His Mt jefty the Emperor and His Britannick 
Majeuy. Signed at L.ndon, the 30th day of Aaguxl 1793- 

TTFS Majcfiy the Emperor and Hb Majcfty the King of Great 
I X Britain . finding themfelves equally engaged in a war with 
Fta ce, and defiring to ad conjointly and with vigonr, in order to 
provide, by that means, for the common interefts of their domtnioiit* 
as wrl as for the general tranquillity of Europe, have determined 
to elUbUfh with each other a perfeA and confidential concert and co*> 
op ration in every thing which may relate to that war. Their Ma* 
jeftics have therefore named for that purpofe their refpeftive minif- 
ters,to wit. His Majefty the Emperor, the Moft Illaftiiotfs and Moft 
Excellent Lord, Lewis Count of Starhemberg, Count of the 
Holy Roman Empire, his Hdual Chamberlain, and his Envoy Ex- 
traordinary ana Minifter Plenipotentiary to His Majffty the King of 
Greai Britain ; and His Majcfty the King of Great Britain, the 
Moll Illnftrioufi and Moll Excellent Lord William Wyndham, Baron 
Grcnville of V/otton,one of His Majefty's Moft Honourable Privy 
Council, and Hli Principal Secretary of State for the Department 
of Foreign Affaiis: Wno, after having communicated to each 
other tiicir refpe<flive full powers, have agreed upoh the following 
Articles : 

A an CLE L There Ihall be, upon all points relative to the pre- 
fent war. the moft perfcft concert, and the moft intimate confidence 
between the two high contradling parties; and they mutually- en- 
gage to employ tbeil* fcrcesi as far as circumftances (hall permit, in 
the moft eflicacioos manner, and to concert together upon ail 
military operations, in order to annoy the enemy, and 10 contribute 
to the advantage of the common caufe« 

Aar. n. I'heir faid Majefties reciprocally engage to fliut their 
ports againft French vcfTcIs ; not topermis in any iniUnce, warlike 
or naval floref, corn, grain, falted meat, or ether prcvitions, to be 
exported from their (aid ports for France; and to take all other 
means in their power to annoy the commerce of France, and thereby 
to reduce her to jull conditions of peace. 

Art, III, Their Majcftics engage to unite all their ofForts to 
prevent other power.', who (hall not take part in this war, from 
giving, on this occafton of common intereft to every civilized ftate» 
jiny protedlion whatever, dire<a or indired, inconfequcnccof their 
neutrality, to the commerce or to the property of the Frcn^* at fe^ 
or in the ports of France. 

Art, 
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Akt* IV. Their Imperial and Bncannick Majefties reciprocallf 
promife not to lay down their arma (unk& by common conient^ with* 
out having obtained the. reHitmion of ail the dominions, territories, 
conms or places, which may have belonged to either of them before 
the commencement of the war, and which the enemy may have taken 
during the coorfe of hofUlities, or which mav likewife have 
bebnged 10 fuch of the powers, friends or allies of their faid 
MajeUies, to wnom they (hall judge proper by common confent to 
extend ihis guaranty. 

Art. V« If either of the two high contrafling parties ihonld bo 
attacked, molefted, or diflnrbed in his dominions, rights, pofieffion^ 
or intereftsf at any time or in any manner whatever, by land orhf 
iea, in confeqoence and in hatred of the articles or ftipulations con* 
tained in the prefent convention, or of the meafures to be t^en bf 
the faid high contra6iing partied, in virtue of this convention, the 
other contraAing party engages to aOjft him, and to make commoa 
caofe with hini, in tlie manner .ftipulated in the preceding articles* 

Aet. VI. His Majefty the Emperor, and His Majeily the King of 
Great Britain, engage toratify the prefent convention ; and the rati* 
fcacion thereof (hall oe exchanged in the fpace of fix weeks, or fooner, 
if it can de done, to be computed from the day of the fignatnre. 

In witnefs whereof, we the underfigned. Plenipotentiaries of 
their refpedive Majefties, have figned thepieient convention* 
and have affixed thereto the feal of our armr. 

Pone at London, the thirtieth day of AogaSk, in the year one 
XhoBfaod feven handred and ninety-three. 

GRENVILL5. {L.§.> 



Treaty between His Briunnick Majefty and the Margrave of Badei(* 
Signed at Carlfruhe, theraift Day of Septemt^r 1793. 

BE it known to tbofe whom it may concern, that His Majefty the 
King of Great Britain, being defirons of taking into his fervioe 
a corps of the troops of His Serene Highnefs the Margrave of fia* 
den, to be employed in the prefent war againft France, and Hia 
Serene Highnefs being difpofed, as a proof of his attachment to I£s 
faid Majefty, to ^urni(h a corps of his ^id troops. His firitannick 
Majefty has thought proper to nonunate, on his part, as bis Minifter 
Plenipotentiary, Francis Earl of Yarmouth, one of his faid Majefty'a 
Moft Honourable Privy Council ; and His Serene Highnefs haa 
nominated, on his fide, for the fame purpofe, the fiaron of Gailing^ 
Minifter of State, and Prefident of the Chamber of Finance : Who 
being fnrniihed with the neceflary full powers, have agreed to tak« 
for bafis of the prefent Treaty, the Treaty concluded at CaiTel, thd 
loth of April iaft, between His Briunnick Majefty and the Land* 
(rave of Heflc Cailel. In cpnfe^uencei it U agreedi that Hi^ High* 

ncfl 
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ttcfs the Margrave of Baden ihall enjoy, proportionally, for hts 
corps of troops, ail the advantages granted lo His Highnefs the 
Landgrave of HefTe Cafie), as we]\ in the faid Treaty as in the fecret 
articles, in cafe there ft^ould be any ; that every thing which fhall 
not be determined by the following articles, in a precife manner* 
0)all be regulated, in future, according to tiic principles of equity 
and good faith, which have conducted the whole of the prefent ne. 
gociatton ; and the faid Plenipotentiaries have agreed, accordingly* 
upon the following articles : 

' Article I. There fliall be, therefore, in virtue of this Treaty, 
between His Ma^efty the King of Great Britain, and Hib Serene 
Highncfs the Margrave of Baden, their fucceffors and heirs, a ftridt 
friendfhip, and a £ncere, firoi, and conftant anion, fo that the one 
ihall coi)Ader the intereft of the other as his own, and (hall ilriyc 
to promote them with good faith, a^ much as poffibie, and mutually 
to preveflft and remove all dillurbance and irjury. 

Art. II. His Majefty the' K ng of Great Britain, defiring to 
fecorp for his fervicc a body of the troops of the Serene Margrave, 
ftnd His Serene H ghnefs,wiihing for nothing more than to give the 
King real pTOoh of his flrong attachment for His Majefty, and of 
his deiire to co operate, as mi^h as lies in his power,' towards the 
'common o^jeA of the prefent war againft France, engages, by virtue 
cf this article, to keep in readineb for ti.is purpose, during the 
fpace of three focceffive years, reckoning from the day of the iig- 
satore qf the pfelent Treaty, a body of feven hundred and fifty-four 
men,' including ofHcets, according to the fpecification hereunyo an* 
iiexed: This corps (hall be completely equipped, furnilhed with 
terti, and all neccflary equipage, nand fl all be put upon the bcft 
poffible footing, and none ihall be admitted into it but difcipHned 
men, and capable of ferving immediately, acknowledged as fuch by 
the Commiffary of his Bntannick Majelly. As in the prefnt cir- 
'cumftances there h no time to be loli, the above mentioned Pleni- 
potentiaries have agceed thai the day of the fignaturc of th^ prcfcnt 
Treaty (hall be deemed to be alio the period of the r?quifition for 
the match of the troops above mentioned ; and tha: the (aid troop$ 
ihall be in rcadincG to pafs in review before the Commiffary of His 
firitannick Majcl^y on the loih of the month of Odober 1793, and 
ilhal} be ready to begin their march en the following da) lor the 
plsce of their deftination. Tnefe troops fhall not be feparated, on- 
Jefs the courfe of the war (hill require it, but (lull continue linder 
the orders of their Baden chief, under the command, however, of 
the General to whom^ His Bhcannick Majefly (hah entrufl that of 
his whole ?rmy. 

Art. 111. Ench battalion of infantry of thi'i corps of troops 
fhal) be provided with twoieid- pieces, and theofHceT3, cannoneeis, 
and other men and equipage attached to them. 

Art. IV, In order to defray the expence to which the Serene 
■Margrave (hall be put, by equipping the above-mcnt'oned corps of 
feven hnodred and ^ty-lour men, iiis Maj:l^/ the King of Grea| 

liritaia 
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Braitain promifes to pay to Hts Serene Highnefs, for cilch horie- 
manor dragoon, property arm.'d and mounted, eighty crOtvns baaco, 
and for each foot foWier. thirry crowrs banco. • This levy .money 
ihall be paid in ^fteen days after the fignature of the prcfwt Treaty, 

Art. V. Befidea what is ftipulatcd in the preceding article. 
His Majelfy the King of Great Britain engages to caafe to btf paid 
to the Serene Margrave, an anniml fobfidy during the three years 
that this Treaty (hall laft. Thb fubfidy ihall commence fom the 
day of the fignature of this Treaty, and it fhall be paid at the rate 
of twenty-one thoafand two hundred and iixteen crowns banco, per 
annum, the crown beifig reckoned at fifty-thTce fols of Holland, or 
at four ihiilings and nine pence three farthings Englifti money. 

When the faid troops Ihall be fent back by His Britannick Ma- 
jefty, from the day of their return into the Margraviatc of Baden, 
till the expiration of the Treaty, the fabfidy ihall be continued upon 
the fame footing of twenty-ons thoufand two hundred and iixteen- 
crowns banco, per annum. The payment of this I'ubfidy (hall be 
regularly made wirhout any dedu^lion, and iquarcerly, in'the towa 
of Carlfruhe, into the military treafury of the Serene Margrave au« 
thorifed to receive it ; and in cafe that, on either fide, it ihould be 
judged expedient that the number of the corps of troops ihould ex- 
ceed feven hundred and fifty- four, the fubfidy fhall be proportion-* 
ably augmented, unlefs it (lull be otherwife agreed upon. His Ma- 
jefty ihall continue equally to this corps the pay and other emolu-. 
ments, during the remainder of the month in which it iliall repa^ 
the frontiers of the Margraviate of Baden, and arrive in the terri- 
toriesof His Serene Highnefs. ^ 

Art. VI. With regard to what relates to the pay and allow- 
ances, both ordinary and extraordinary, of the faid troops, during 
the time that they ihall be adlaaiiy in the pay of Great Britain, it is 
agreed, that, as long as they ihall ferve in the Empire, they ihall 
enjoy the fame advantages and emoluments which His Majefly 
grants to his German troops, according to the eiFe^ive eflablifh- 
ment of the faid corps of troops at the time of their being delivered, 
which ihall be verified by a lift iigned by the refpedive miniflers of 
the high contra^ing parties, which ihali have the fame force as if 
it were inferted word for word in the prcfent Treaty. During 
the time that they ihall be employed in tha Low Countries, they ihall 
be treated in the above-mentioned refpedl, upon the footing of 
Dutch troops; it Being underftood that in both cafes,* that is to fay* 
in that of the German pay, as well as in that of the Dutch, the 
allowance ihall not be inferior to what was granted in former wars 
to the HeiTian troops ; and, if the nature of the war ihould require 
that thofe troos ihould ferve in different countries upon the continent 
pf Europe from thofe above mentioned, they fhall, in that cafe, be 
put in every refpe^ on the fame footing with the moil favoured of 
His Majeity's auxiliary troops. 

• All thefe albwahces for thofe troops iball be paid into the miliury 
treaAiry of His Serene Highnefs, without any abatemen: or diminu* 
HOD, in order to be diftributed. 

Art. 
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Art. VII. If it (hoQld oolbitiiiuitelf kappto chatfiMM 
psnics Of the corps above-mefitioned* (hoold, by any ac^idents^ be* 
wholly or partially mined or deiifoyed» or that the pieces of artiN 
lerj or other effeds» with which it puy be povided, fluU be uken 
by the enemy. His Majefty the King of Great Briuin will pay «he 
<» pence 5 of the neceflary recruits and remoanting, as alio the vahie 
ei the laid field-pieces and effic^^ in order fp^dily to refl»re tfao 
artillery, regiments, and companies, to their former ftate ; and thoie 
recruits fhall likewife be pat opon the fame footing as thofe of the 
troops fsrniihcd to His Majefty by His Soiene HighneTs the Laod-. 
grave of Hefle Caflfel, by the Treaty of fabfidy, figned at Caflel the 
loth of the month ol April of the prefent year ; fo that the corps 
of His Serene HighneTs the Margrave of Baden may be always 
preferved and feat oack hereafter in af good a ftate as that in which 
St wwi delivered ; and the recroits annually neceilary (hall be deli- 
iwred to the £ogliih commiiTaryy difciplined and Completely 
tqaipped, at the place of their dcfiinatioo, at the time which Hia 
Britanntck Majefty fliall appoint. 

Ait. VJU. It will depend opon his Britannick Majefty to re- 
tain this corp5 of troops in his fewice all the time of the doration 
of this Treaty, to make nfe of them in any part af Europe where 
he maj have occafion for them, provided it be not on board the 
fleet, mm the time of its quitting the territorita of the Serene 
Margrave ; and when His Majefty the King of Great Briuin fhall 
think proper to fend back the faid troops, he ftiall give three montha 
previous notice to His Serene Highnefs, and (hall make him an 
allowance of a month's pay for their return, furnifhing them alfo 
with the neceflary means of transport gratis. 

Art.. IX. His Britannick Majefty promlfes to attend, as much^ 
atpoffiUe, to the fafety of the dominions and poftefiions of His 
Serene Highnefs, and to direA the military operations, as much at 
circumftances may permit, in fuch manner that the country of His 
Serene Highnefs may be covered and fpared as much as pofltble. If, 
liowever, hotwithftanding the precaoticns which (hall be taken with 
that view, the country of His Serene Highnefs (hould be invaded 
by the enemy, on account of the prefeat Tre:\ty, His Britannick 
Majefty (hall endeavour to procure to the country of His Highnefr 
the Margrave, an indemnification proportionable to the lofs occa* 
fioned by the invafion. 

Art. X. The fick of the faid Baden corps (hall remain lender 
the care of their own phyficians, furgeon?, and other perfons ap- 
poDted for that purpoie, under the command of the colonel com- 
manding the corps of troops, and cvtry thing fttall be granted to 
them which His Majefty grants to his own troops. 

Aut, XI. AH deferters from the faid Baden corps ftiall be faith- 
^l!y reftored, as often as tkey ftiall be difcovered in places depen- 
dent upon His Britannick Majefty. 

Art. XII. it is agreed, that, at the review to be made in fpring, 
at the bogtnnlog of a campaign, by the commifiary of His Britannick 

Majefty^ 
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lajefty; the corps ought to bfe'compleat, or the pty of thofe 
wanting tp compleat fhallbe retained ; on the other hand, the pay . 
of thofe who may be ivanting from one fpring revicvr to the next 
fh^H^nor be retained, bat fhal! be allowed wichoEK abatement, as if 
they were cpmplest ; and, inftead of what was formerly paid for «- 
croiting, in the room ofone killed or three wounded, ii is agreed, 
that each man furnilhed ihall be pai5 for, without diflindion, at 
the rate of twelve crowns Panco a he^d, under the exprefa con- 
dition, however, that what is here agreed on Hiall only regard the 
recraicing, which is referred to in this article. 

A<tT. Xllf . All the cxpenccs of tranfport for the troops,, as well 
for the men as for their cfftfts, Ihall be defrayed by His J^ritannick 
Majcfty, • 

Art. XIV. Thii Treaty (hall be ratified by the high contraaing 
parties, and the ratification^ thereof ihall be exchanged as fooiuas 
poffible. 

in witnefs whereof, we the underfigned, authorized by foil 
powers from His Majeity the King of Great Britain on one 
fide, and His Serene Highnefs the reigning Margrave of Baden 
on the other, have figned the prefcnt Treaty, and hive thereto 
put the feals of our arms. 
Done at Carlfrube, the 21ft day of September, in th€ year of 
bur Lord onb thoufand feven hundred and ninety three* 
YARMOUTH. (L. S.) 
Baron de GAILING. (L- S.> 



Treaty between His Brttannick Majefty and the Queen of Por^ 
tugal. Signed at London, the 2 6 ih of September, 1793- 

THEIR Britannick and Moft Faithful Majcfties having re- 
folved, in confideration of the prefent circumllances of 
Europe, to fubftandate, by means of a Treaty adapted to thofo 
Circnm(lance5, their intimate and mutual confidence, as wfcll as thet 
friendlhip and good underllanding which have been (o happily 
eftaWifhed between their Au^uft Predcceifors, and which they ara 
always deiii'ous more and more to confirm, and improve, have 
named foV that ourpofe, viz. His Britannick Majefty, the Moft 
Uluftrious and Moft Excellent Lord William Wyndham, Baton 
Grcnville of Wottoo, one of His Majefty's Moft Honourable 
Privy Council, and His Principal Secretary of State for the Dc* 
partment of Foreign Affairs ; and Her Moft Faithful Majefty, the 
Moft Uluftrious and Moft Excellent Lord Don John D' Almeida de 
Mello Caftro, Member of the Council of Her Moft Faithful Ma- 
jefty, and Councillor in her Council of Finances, Knight of the 
Order of Chrift, Commander of Port Ancho, in the Otder of St. 
James, and Envoy Extraordinary and Minifter Plenipotentiary 
from Her faid Moft Faithful Majefty to His Britannick Majefty ; 
Vol. I. . R Who, 
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Who> after haviag coni^otticated to each other their refpeAiTe Ml 
Povvcrs» have agi-eed upon the following articles : 

Aa Tie LB I. Their Britannick and Mod Faithful MajelUea 
will employ their utmoilb attention, to re-eftabiifli the public tran*^ 
quility upon folid and permanent foundations, and to maintain their 
common interefts and the fecurily of their rcipedive dominions. 
And Their Majefty's engage to aft in concert, and in the mod in- ■ 
timate confidence* for the accompli(hment of thefe falutary ends. 

Art. II. Tbeperibos who have exercifed the powers of govern- 
ment in France, having declared againft His Briunnick Majeily an 
unjaft and unprovoked war. Her Moil Faithful Majefty^ confirms 
the obligation which Portugal has contraded by former Treaties for 
concurring in mutual defence, and engages to forniOi, as an auxiliary^ 
power and an ally of His Briftannick Majefty,. all ihe fuccours 
which ihall be compatible with her own fituation and fecurity, in 
order that they may ad at the abfolnte difpofal of His Britannick 
Majefty. . 

Art. III. In confequence of what is fttpulatedin the preced- 
ing article, and in order that the Briti(h and Portuguefe veiiels 
may be mutually protcded during the prefent war, as well in their 
navigation as the ports of the two high cootradlng parties. Tlieir 
Britannick and Moil Faithful Majefties have (lipulated and' agriead 
with each other, that their fquadrons and flups o£ war (hall con- 
voy, without diAindion, the trading veflels of the two nations, in 
theiame manner as i$ ettabliihed for thofe of their own nations* as 
far as circumliances may permit; and that both their ihips of war 
and trading veiTels (hall be admitted and prote£led in their refpedi ve. 
ports, and {hall be furniihed with all the fuccours of which they 
Any ftand in need, at the current prices of the country.. 

Art. IV.. Her Moft Faithful Majefty promifes to (hut all her 
Ports againft all the French ihips of war and privateers, during all 
the time that France ihall be at war with His Briunnick Majefty ;, 
Her Moft Faithful Majefty will prohibit her fubjeds from exporting 
from her faid ports for thofe of France^ or from carrybg to the 
pora of France, from any other oort whatfoetver, any military or 
naval ftores, or even corn, faked meat, or any other proviftons ; 
Her faid Majefty alfe engages not to gi^e^ nor ta permit her fub* 
jeds to ^givcr any proteSion whatfoevcr, cither direflly or indi- 
redJy* to the trade or property of the French, on the fea, or in 
the ports of France ; and will take, in confequence of what is de- 
clared in this article the moft fevere meafures, in order to maintaia 
she above •mentioned prohibition in its full force. 

As T. V. If either of the high contracting parties (hould be at- 
tacked, nolcfted or difturbed in any of their dominions, r:ghts» 
pofteflioAs, or interefts, ac any time or in any manner whatfoever» 
by fea or land, in confequence or in hatred of the articles or ftipn*- 
lattons contained in the prefent Treaty, or of the raeaiures to bo 
taken by the faid contra^ing pinici in virtue of this Treaty, the 

o:hec 
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Other contraflidg party engages to 'aflift and to make commoa 
caufe, in the manner dip.ulated by the aforefaid articles. 

Art. VI, Their Majeflics, in confequence of the ftipulations 
of the Treaties no.v fubfifting between them, as well as of thofe 
contained In this Treaty, mutually engage, that in cafe, during the 
prefentwar, either for the reafon above-mentioned, or for any other 
caufc, France fhould attack the dominions of Her Moft Faithful. 
Majclly, or her (hips of war, or trading vefTels, or Ihould commit 
any hoftUities whatever, they will not only make common caufe id 
the faid war, and afford to each other all pofEble fuccours conform •« 
ably to the faid Treaties, but alfo that, during the faid war* they 
will (hut their ports to all French (hips whatfoever ; and that they 
fall not lay down their arms (unlefs by common conlent) without 
having obtained a due fatisfadlion, as well ^s reftitution, 0/ all the 
oominions, territories, iflands or pofleflions, which (hall have be- 
longed to either power before, the commencement of the war, and 
of which the enemy may have tak?n poiTcfTion during the coarie o£ 
hoAiliciei. 

Art. VII* Their Britannick and rooft Faithful Majefties civ* 
gage to ratify the prefcnt Treaty^ and the ratifications thereof 
fhSl he exchanged in the fpace of fix weeks, to be computed from 
the d^y of the figjiacure, or fooner, if it can be done. 

In witnefs whereof, we, the underfigned M«nifters PlenipoteDti-* 

ary of their Britannick and Moil Faithful MajelHes, have figned 

the prefefit Treaty, and have caufed to be affixed thereto the 

feals of our arms« 
Done at London, the twentj^-fixth day of September, one 

thoufand feven hundred and ninety- three. 
GRENVILLE. (L. S.) 

D.JOAODE ALMEIDA DEMELLODE CASTRO. (L. S.) 



Trratv between His Britannick Mtjefty and the Landgrave of 
Hvfle Darmfladt. Signed at Langen Candel^ the Cth day of 
Odobcr, 1793. 

BE It known to thofe whom it may concern, that His Majcfty 
the King of Great Britain, being defirous of taking into his 
fervice a corps of the troops of His Serene Highnefs the Landgrave 
of HeiTe Darmiladt, to be employed in the prefeut war againft 
France ; and His Serene H'ghnefs being dtfpofcd, as a proof of his 
attachment to his faid Maje((y, to furnilh a corps of his faid troops. 
His Britannick Mnje(!y has thought proper to nominate, on his 
part, as his Minifler Plenipotentiary, Francis Earl of Yarmouth, 
one of hb faid MajcHies MoH Honourable Privy Council ; and his 
Serene Highnefs has nominated, on his fide, for the fame purpofe. 
Count Fancis de Jenifon Walworth, Knight of Malta, Marihal of 
Jus Court, and Colonel of Cavalry, and George William Panzer- 
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bteter« his Coancl^Qr of the Chamber: who, being, furniflied with 
the neceilary full powers^ have agreed to take for bafis of the pre« 
fcnt treaty, the treaty concludecfat Caflel, the loth of April laft, 
between H $ Britannick Majcfty and the Landgrave of Hefle Caffel ; 
and the faui Plenipotentiaries have agreed, in confequeace, apon the 
fpllowing articles. 

Article I. There fhall be therefore, in virtue of this treaty 
between His Majefty the Kin$r of Great Briuin, and His Serene 
Highnefs the Landerave of HefTe Darmiladt, their fucceflbrs and 
heirs, a Hrifl Friendlhip, and a fincere, firm and condant anion, (6 
t^acthe one fiiall confider the intereft 6f the other as his own, and 
fliall i^rlve to promote them with good fairh, as much as pofliblej and 
mutually to prevent and remove all difturbance and injury. 

Art, II. His Majedy the King of Great Britain, dcRring to fc- 
cure for his fervice in Europe a body of the troops of the Serene 
I^andgravcj and His Serene H'ghnefs, wiihing for nothimg more 
than to give the King real proofs of his ftrong attachment for his 
Majefly, engages, by virtue of this article, to keep in readinefs for 
this purpofe, during the fpace of three fucceflive years* reckoning 
from the day' of the fignature of the prefent treaty, a body of three 
thoufand men, including officers, according to the fpecifiQatian 
hereunto annexed. This corps fliall he completely eauipped, fur- 
nifhed with tents, and all necelTary equipage, and mall be put npoa 
ihe bell poiTible footing, and none fhall be admitted into it bat dif<« 
ciplincd men, and capable of ferving immediately, acknowledged 
as fuch by the Cammi/Iary of His Britannick Majefly. As in ihe 
prefent circumftances there is no time to be loft, the above mentipn* 
cd Pleuipotentiarie's have agreed that the day of the fignature of (he 
prefent. treaty fhall be deemed to be alfo the period of the requiii- 
tion for the march of the troops above mentioned ; and that the (aid 
droops fhall be in readinefs to pafs in review before the CommifTary 
of His Britannick Majefly on the feventeemh of October of the pre<< 
fent year, and to begm its march the following day for the place of 
its deilination. Thefe troops fhall not be ieparated, uolefs the 
cottrfe of the war fhould require it, but fhall coninue under the or- 
ders of their HefTian chief, ander the command, however, of the 
general to whom his Britannick Majef^y fhall entrufl that of his 
whole army. 

^ ', Art. III. Each battalion of infantry of tiiis corps of troopt 
'fhall be provided with t^o field pieces, and the oiHcers, cannoneen^ 
and other men and equipage attached to them. 
*. Art. IV« In order to defray the expences to which the Serene 
Landgrave ihall be put, by eouipping the above mentioned corps 
of three thoufand men, His Majeilv the King of Great Britain pro- 
mifesto pay to his Serene Highnefs, for each horfeman or dragoon» 
properly armed and mounted, eis^hty crowns banc0|and for each foot 
foldier thirty crgwiis banco. This levy money fhall be paid in 
fifteen days after the fignature of the prefent Treaty, . 
^ Art. V. Bclidcs what is flipulatcd in the preceding article, His 
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JA^dtf die King of Great Bxitaiii cscttet lo caafe to ht paid » 
the Sereoe Laiiwrave> ao aontial (3b£dy dnrii^ die diree jeais 
that this Treaty £all laft. This fobfidjr IhaO coaneAce ^m the 
day of thefiguatoreof tbisTreat^f anditihall bepaiiar'the rate 
of eighty four thouiand three haadred aad (eveocy-S^e crowns 
banco per annam^ the crown being reckoned at fiity-thiee (ob of 
Halland^ or at four QiilUngs and nine peace three fuihingt Engpifli 
mon^. 

When the faid troops (hall be feat back by His Britamick Ifa. 
jefty, from the day of their retam bto the territories of the Scttam 
Landgrave, till the ezpiratioa of the Treaty, the ftib&dy ihaH be 
continaed upon the fame footing of eighty- foor thooftfd three 
hundred and feventy cronmf banco per annom. The payment of 
this fubfidy fluU be regolarly made withoac any dedodion, and 
qaarterly, in the town of Dannfiadt, into the general treafary of 
the Sereoe Landgrave authorized to receive it ; and in cafe that, 
on cither fide> it Ihoold be jodged expedient that the nomber of 
the corps of troops Ihooid exceed three thoofand, the fubfidy Ihall 
be proportionably awmentcd, anieis it ihall be ocherwife agreed 
vpon. His Majefty wall continne equally to this corps the pay and 
other emoluments* doring the remainder of the month in which it 
ihsll repafs the frontiers of Darmftadt, and arrive in the territories 
of His Serene Htghne(s. 

Aar. VL With regard to what relates to the p%y and allow- 
ances, both ordinary and extraordinary, of the fiid troops, during the 
time Oiatthey (hall be actually in the pay of Great Britain, it is agreed 
that as long as they (hall ferve in die empire, they fltall enjoy the 
fame advantages and emolnmenu which his Majejy grants to iua 
German troopi, according to the eiTeciiire eilabliihment of the (aid 
corps at the time of their being deliverec*^ which (hall be verified 
by a lift figned by the refpeAive miniilers of the high con trading 
parties, which fhail have the fiune force as if it were inferted wora 
for word in the prefent Treaty. During the time that they ihall be 
employed in the low countries, they ihall be treated in the above- 
jnentioned refped, upon the footing of Dutch iroopf, ,it being OBr 
derftood that in both cafefy that is to fay, in that of the Germaa 
pay, as well as in that of the Dutch, die allowances (hall not be in- 
ferior to what was granted in former wars to the troops of Hefle 
Cafiel ; and, if the nature of the war fhould require that tbofe i 



Ibould ferve in different countries upon the coatineot of fimme 
from thofe abovementioned, they ihall, in that caie, be p«C» m 
tyery refped, on the fame footing with the moft favoared of His 
Maj ell y's auxiliary troops. 

If it IhaU happen that they ihould be employed in Great Britain, 
or in Ireland, as ibon as the rxtification, in foch caie, ihall be 
nsade to the Serene Landgrave, they ihall be pot on die fame foot* 
ing, in every refped« as His MajeAy's Bridih troops. 
. M thefe allowances fcr thofe troops iball be paid iato the gene* 
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1)6 STAW PArtRS, 

I. When monarcliy fiiail be re-eftaUiflied in Pranee, and z trtiW 
ef peac« iha)l be.madi(B and concluded, Aipulating, in fivoar of bu 
Ma)eAyt and his allies, die reflitudoii of all ccuiquefts made by 
France during the war, and a joft indemnittcation for the lofies and 
•xpefloM thereby incurred, and a proper fecurity f jr the future, 
Hia Majefty will rellore the town, harbour, and forts of Toil^lon, 
logtiA^er wi.h the ihips and ftores therein, accoi^ing to the engage- 
ftient entered into tH* that parpofe, by the faid Vice- Admiral. 

II. His Majefty has given dirediioni that die moll effe^flual meap» . 
fnrca flull be taken for the proteAioii of tlie ptrfons and propefly of 
file inhabitants of the faid town> and lor Droctfring them xkt fupplks 
of provifions, and other artides, of whidi they may fiand in nco^ ; 
and Hit Mafefty is aMb pteafed to approve of continaing all peHons 
wto hdd dvil or fliiBtnry employments, in their refpdttve placea 
and occunations, aa 6r as circnmftances and the good of the com* 
moo €••(« Witt permk. 

• III* Ilia Mtf^ w9l do every thing in hia power, and inooncert: 
with his aUsca« ta repd any attacks which may ce made againft Tou- 
lon, and to natni^is protcdion to all thole who may be defirous 
to have rtosoHt to it, under proper conditions* 

IV. ffia Majefty ardently wiflies the happinefs of France ; but by 
no moane defirea, on that account, to prefcribe the form of its go* 
verrment. The King claims the right of taking a part, only be- 
caufe thfanMchy^ whkh now defolates that country, threacens the 
tranquitiiiy of his own fnbjeds, and that of the other powers of 
Europe* whole peace and fafety materially depend on the re-eHab- 
liQiment of order in France, and of a regular fyfteai» wUch may 
hold out. in them a ftcore ground of necociation and firiondihiD : 
And bis Majefty does not hefiute to dedare, that tho re-eftablim- 
mcnt of monajxhy» in the perfon of Louis XVIL aai tho lawfid 
heirs of the crown, appears to him the beft iao#eof accompBflung 
thefe juft and falutary views. This form of government has not 
only prevailed in France from the earlieft times, but, being capable 
of ludi liroitaiions as may fuit the refpedlive circumftances of dif- 
ferent nations^ has been proved by experienca to be the beft adapt- 
ed, in great countries, to unite the advamagea of fecurity and order 
with real liberty. 

Sttch a fyilem, fubje^l to the wife modifications which may here- 
after be made therein, in a regular and legal manner, when tranquil- 
lity (hall have been reftored in France, would aifbrd to his Majefty 
the beft and moll pleafiog profpeA of terminating the evils and mife* 
ries now endured by the French nation, and of the renewal of a re- 
gular and amicable intercDurfe between that country and other llatea* 

It is to the attainment of this important ol^efk that all hia Ma- 
jefty 's meafures wiUte Areftod ; and his proteflion and affiftaneo 
will be extended* m-fat^ cifcumftances will admit, to all th<^e who 
xaaoifcft their de£po to concor in fo falutacy a work. 

HOOD. 

6ILBERT ELLIOTT, 
CHARLES O'HARA. - 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesdat, January zi. 

The Hottfe went to St. James's to prefent their Addrels t^i* 
liisMajefty* 

HOUSE OF COMMONS^ ' ^ 

•JThc ufual committees and orders were renewed- 
The report of the Addrefs was brought up, and agreed to. * 
Mr. Fox reminded the Houfe that copies of certain trea^' 
ties 'had been laid on the table fp late in the lad feflion thai 
thore was not an opportunity: of jtakiog thf m into con(iderar 
tion. He wiihed to know whether or |iot it was^intended 
to move for taking them ioto conGderation, becaufe fpme o^ 
^hem appeared to be fo adverfe to the intcrefts ofQce^ ]}ritain» 
that if Minifters did sot mean to c^U the atlendoa of th^ 
floufe to them^ he would. 

The Chancdkr of the Exchequer faid, TLtvf gentleman migh| 
move to have them brought under difcudion, or hiight delir 
ver his fennments refpe^ing thdm when the fubfidies ftipulats* 
td came, to be moved for in the Committee of Supply.' 

Ordered tha( th? Chaplain preach before tlj^c I^oufe on th^ 
3.olhinftanJt, 

• HOUftE OF LORDS* . 

THURSDAY, ^tf«//tfry 23^ 
• TftlAL OF MR. HASTINGS. 

The. Duke of Norfolk moved^ that the order upon their 
Lordlhip Journals, to proceed further on the trial of Warrea 
Haftihgs, £fi). be read \ which being doue» it appeared that 
the day appointed for that parpofe was the fecond Tuefday ia 
(his feflion. 

His Grace then moved that the order be difcharged, and 
that they (hould further proceed on that trial on the 13th o£ 
February. 

A fliort converfation took place between Lord Radnor and 
the IfOrd Chancellor^ after which the motion was agreed to. 

MOTION TO ACI^OWLEOCS THE FRENCH ILEPrB(.IC« 

- Earl Stanhope. ^^^ Mj Lot€s, I have Always been of opi^ 
nion that many of the proceedings^ whfch haye been adopte4 
with refped %o France have been adopted from mifcoqception^ 
from falfe intelligence, or from ignorance of ^e leading prln- 
ciplesy and of the moft important fa£ts of the French Revoluv 
tion. It is, therefore, my wifli and my intention to ap^rcr 
Vol, I. S ciatc 
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eren on wbicb tKe Prttfiians were encampedy fold forioMe 
the price at which they were put up. 

** Another expc£lation held out was, that tlic Pruflians an*. 
Auftrians were the fined troops in Europe, and that tlie French • 
wanted difcipline. My Lords, I have fecn perfons who hav^ 
talked with the Duke of B^nfwick and the Auftrian Generals 
op the fubjed of French difcipline, and they are abfolately 
ilarmed: — Beat themonMondav>Tuefday,Wedhefd&y, and they^ 
bring men to the cannon's moutn, and attack again on Thurfdajr 
and thofe difcipltned troops are forced to retreat; and yet they 
f^l want difcipline ! My Jx)rds, I am fare I do not mean any 
thing direfpedfttl to the allied powers; but what was thedit« 
cipline at Toulon ? A fortie was made by EngUfli troops^ 
9paniflb Neapolitan, Portuguefe, and Emigrants. 

** When orders were to be given, were they given with 
that promptitude which is fo neceflary in military operations ? 
No : The coAimands were given by the General in one Ian* 
euage, and the different commanders were forced to fend for 
uie interpreters, who were not always to be found. In confe-* 
qiiencc, one half of the troops employed in the ibnie were killed 
afid wounded, and the other half ran away« Was this owing 
to mifcondttd^ i No : The fortie, we are informed, was well 
planned and well executed ; but the troops difobeycd orders^ 
and this they call difcipline. Tnis confufion at Toulon was 
like the contufion at Babel. 

. ** The next mode by which the French were to be conquered 
iifas by preventing tiieir getting com, and ftarving them. 
l^rance was to be hertmtically feaUd up; or, as wasfaid during 
the American war« they were to be fubdued by a fyllcm of 
Jiarvatum — by the cruel and difgraceful proje£l of creating a 
famine. Good God ! thirty millions of the human race were to 
be ftarved ! The folly of fuch an idea could only be equalled by 
its wickcdncfs- But were the armies alone to be ftarved ? No : 
They have proved that they will take care to fupply themfelvcs 
\7ith proviGons. The old men tlien, the women, and the 
children, the infirm, and the aged, were to be ftar^'ed ! When 
the young, the a£tive, arid vigorous began to feel the want of 
bread, and the preffure of famine, the natural e(!e£l would be^ 
they would be forced into the armies in order to be fare of 
being amply fupplied with provifions* But the trtkth is« that 
France is in no want of provifions. 

. ^ My Lords, in the debate of Tuefday, the only nolfleman 
who appeared to me to make ufe of fair reafoning, or met 
the queftion properly, was the noble Lord who feconded the 
motion for the Addrefs; and he allowed it was impoIGble to 
imiute th^ French in the mode of raifing troops. I will da 

the 
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the DoU^ Lord jufttce"— it is^ my Lords, impofiible. The 
raxnifters of this country will not enter upon fucli a mearure ; 
tke Pruffians and Auftrians much lefs. But the excellence of 
the French military fyftem confifts in not enlifting foldiers for 
life-^they only ferve for a number of years : Indeed under 
the old govecnment they were not enlifted for life. Thus the 
drill*ferjeant8 and veteran foldiers have been difperfed through 
the country, and have taughc the people a mode of difcipline 
which has made them excellent foldiers even before they eater« 
ed into the army. 

** If this rifing of the people in a mafs be what the French 
call it. Tie Lever ef Arcbinudesy the effedt, I infer, muft be 
terrific! 

<' Your Lordfhips do not feem to be fully imprefled with 
that enthufiafm which pervades the minds of the French peo- 
ple. Of that enthuGafm I will give your Lordfhips an in- 
ftance : A battalion was accufed of entertaining counter-re- 
Tolutionary fentiments^ of finging counter-revolutionary fongs, 
and of trampling the national cockade under feet. As foon 
as the intelligence of this difafie£lion was received at Paris, 
the relations and friends of rhe battalion, to the amount of 
600, proceeded in a body to the Convention, and demanded 
that the national vengeance (hould cut off thofc traitors to the 
Republic. You have heard, my Lords» of one Brutus who 
condemned his children to death, but he was a public officer 
and a magiftrate, and only did his duty. Here were, how- 
ever, 600 perfons, who, bound by no law, but animated 
only with a fenfe of the duty they owed to their country, fa- 
crinced all the fond fentiments, the endearing attachments of 
kindred and friendfliip, in order that traitors might receive the 
juft recompence of their treachery. 

•* The French, however, have committed many crimes.— 
They have taken the Civil Lift \ they have taken a quantity, 
a griat quantity of property from the Clergy, and immenfe 
ftttns from individuals, fo immenfe that they will be fufiicient 
to.defray all the expenccs of tlie next campaign. They have 
alfo removed the bells from the churches^where they were un- 
profitably and ufelef&ly dangling. They have made the eofid 
asid filver faints defcend from u\& altars, and have fent tnem 
to the mint, the crucible, and the melting-pot. But do I de- 
duce the wealth of the Republic from thefe things? No. 
If I am afked where the treafury of the French is, I fay that* 
it exifls in the hearts of the people. They will not want 
jQoney while there is a fingle crown In France, nor recruits 
for their armies, while there is a. fingle man in the country { * 
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time all the other minifters were, to be fafpeaded, and the 
buCnefs of the nation was to ftand ftilL 

" As foon, however, as the party called the Montagnt came 
into power, they produced a conftitution in a few weeks. Of 
the effe£l of this conftitution, I will aflbrd you a ftrong proof : 
When the conftitution appeared, the departmental forces were 
marching to overawe Paris. The conftitution met them on 
the road» and was received with fuch applaufe that they all 
letumed home and laid down their arms. 

*' I will read to you, my Lords, feveral extra£ts froni the 
conftitution, and you will fee that the declaration of the Rights 
of Men does not lanftify the principle of equality of property, 
as has been wickedly reprefented^ No, my I^ords, the 
declaration ftates, that 

* The people of France, convinced that die forgetfulwfs 
^d negleA of the natural rights of man, are the fole caufet 
of the misfortunes of this world, have refolved to promulgate 
in a folemn declaration, thofe facred and inalienable rights i 
in order that all citizens, being able to compare at all times, 
die meafuresof government wi3i the end of every focial infti- 
tution, may never fufier themielves to be opprefied and dc^ 
graded by tyranny. 

* In order alfo, that the people may never lofc fight of the 
foundations of their liberty and their happinefs — the magi& 
trate of the rule of his conduA, and the legiflator of the 
objeA of his miffion — 

. < In the prefence, therefore, of the Supreme Bdng, the 
following declaration of the Rights of Men and Citizens i^ 
made: 

< I. The objed of fociety is the conmion good, 

* Government is inftituted for the purpofe of guaranteeing 
to man the enjoyment of his natural and imprefc|r)ptibl« 
rights. 

« II. Thefe rights arc. 
Equality, 
liberty. 

Security of perfons and property.' 
<* The following is the definition of liberty, and a moce 
accurate definition never was given by the wifeft. men of 
any age : 

< Liberty is that facred principle which permits every maa 
to do that, which does not injure the rights of another.: Its 
principle'is nature — its rule is juftice— its end public good— it 
confifts in doing unto ethers us tm weii/c/ they Jbrndi do unto you.* 
Thus the great baifis of th^ Chxiftian religion is made die iuiir 
4amenul principle of the French conftitution/ 

*Th€ 
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•* The definition of property iSf that 

• The right of property is, that right which belongs to every 
citizen to enjoy anddtfpofe of at pleafure» goods and revenues^ 
the fruit of labour, and the produce of induftry.' . 

•* Such 18 the outline of the French republican conftitution : 
H it be fo iiiricked, that all natbns muft plunge themfelve» 
into carnage and havoc to deftroy it, let minifters fpeak out 
and tell us fo. 

" I will now ftate what the French fay with refpe£l to 
foreign powers : 

• The French people is the friend an4 the natural ally of 
every free people. 

^ It does not interfere in the government of other nations : 
It does not fnffcr other nations to interfere in its own.' 

■^ They do not fay that Great Britain is not free. No : 
They once joined in the Jacobin club the flags of England^ 
America, and Francct as three nations fit to be united. 

^ This conftitution thus affords you a guarantee, which may 
induce you to make peace with fccurity — a guarantee of 
every parifli in the kingdom : For it was voluntarily and una^ 
nimouffy fubfcribed to by every parifli in France, as foon as 
it was prefented to them. 

** It might hence be fuppofed that a fufficient reafon was 
aflbrded to minifters to follow the advice given by Lord 
Chatham during the American war.— «< It is not,* faid that 
great man^ * repealing fcraps of paper and parchments called 
Ads of Parliament, that will produce any advantage : Repeal 
the ill-blood and ill-will that fubfifts between this country and 
America!* 

** So do I advtfe the minifters of the prefent day : < Repeal 
th^ ill-blood and ilUwill that fubfifts between France and 
Sngland,' and you will then do wifely and well. 

** A noble Duke. (Portland), not formerly in the habit of 
fupporting adminiftration, and a nsble Earl (Carlifle), in* 
veighed, in the debate of Tuefday, againft the French at 
Athetfts. My Lords, I can difprove this chaige i jbut I will 
firft fay, that we have 00 right to interfere in matters of 
religion. 

'^ My Lords, I wID not pretend to aflert that there are no 
Atheifts in France } there certainly are i but atheifm is not 
the charadler of the prefent rulers* Robefpierre, who has 
been within thM day or two fo much vilified and traducedt 
was lately accufed in the Jacobin club by a member, of having 
too much religion. 

*< Atheifm prevailed in France before ihc revolution. In 
ihat kingdom there were three defcriptions of people 1, the 

Vol, I. X griftocratfi 
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ariftocnts and the clergy, the middling or trading; clafs, tmd 
the peafantry ; thcfc two latter claflcs, as in moft countries, 
were the true and zealous believers, and fincerely attached 
to their religion. 

** The Atheifts of France were the rank Ariftocrats, and fc- 
Teral literary men and the forcmoft among the clergy. I re- 
member when I was in France, twienty yearsagO) being anxious, 
as a foreigner, to be prcfent at every thing worthy notice, I 
wfcnt to a private houfe in Paris where meetings were fre- 
auentlyheld of the firft literary charaftcrs of the times, for 
tnc fake of converfation and contcft. At fuch meetings a great 
deal of wit and repartee was to.be Heard, and I was prefent at 
a curioos argument between Mohf. d'Alembert and a foreign 
Ambaflhdor, the reprefentative of ^ Sovereign Prince, 1 don't 
mean the noble Earl near mc'' (I^ord Mansfield), (Lord Manf- 
field and other Peers faid, " You mean Carracdoir ). Earl 
Stanhope faid, " My Lords, I named not any pcrfon, but it 
was the Neapolitan Ambaflador. The qucftion agitated was, 
whether the exiftcncc of a Divinity ought to be impolcd ou 
mankind ? D'Alembert faid • he thought it wiis a fair frrMd.* 
The Ambaflador denied it, and maintained that it was too 
grofs an abufe to be paiTcd on the piiblic. At this converfa* 
tion, My Lords, there were prcfent many noblemen, ladies 
of di{tin£tion, and many bidiops, and of the higher clergy^ 
wearing their gold crofles and their other infigTn.a. My Lords » 
I will ftatc another curious faft in fupport of my argument ' 

Tht Bijhop of Durham rofe to fpeak to order. His Lordlhip 
(aid, that in common with the reft of theHoufe he had liftene4 
with great patience to hear the noble Earl's /<yrra^j which^ 
although it might have been proper for the place, if the noble 
fiarl had enjoyed the honour of a feat in the Club of Jacobin^ 
at Pa^is, certainly was by np means confident with tlie dcr 
cency and decorum ufually preferved in that Hoofe,* ^here 
fome regard was paid to religion. Jle trufted, therefore, as thq 
greater part of the noble Jtarl's ipeech did not apply' to the 
motion with which it vms generally underllood he meant to 
conclude, the Houfe would join ^itn him in expreiTmg a wiih 
that the noble Lord would forbear from difcuiling topics toq 
ferinus in tbemfclvcs to dc treated with le\nty, in any place, 
much more in a dignified and auguil aflcmbly, fuch as that 
Mtras in which he had the honour to addrefs their I^rdfhips at 
that moment. Witli regard to the per^nonent conftltution, of 
Avhich the noble £arl had fpoken in terms of eulogium^ the 
leading members of the Jacobin club would hinx had very lit- 
tle policy,' if they; had' nbt held'Dut tb the people a form ot 
conilitution plaufiblc in itfelf^ but calculated rather to deceive 

the 
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the laiiHon and cover their own meafures, than intended hj 
thofe who framed it, ever to take place, or be carried into 
execution. . 

Tie Earl' 0/ AKngd$n reminded their Lordilups that die 
ik)blc Earl had told them in the courfe of hig fpeeeh, that he 
wifhed to be hanged. Let the Houfe but give the noble Earl 
rope enough, and he had no doubt but he would hang himfplf. 

Earl Siatih$p€ rofe again, and faid, as the learned Prelate 
bad diought proper to, call him to order, he oughc to have 
(hewn in what particular he had been difdrderly. In fa£l hi| 
had not^bee^ out bf order in the fmalleft degree * \ but it was 
a little extraordinary, that the Honourable and learned Prelate 
ihoold have chareed him with having advanced arguments tlut 
4ici hot apply to his motion, before he had infinuat::d what his 
motioii urould be: He would, however, proceed with lus 
fpeech, and (late that curious fa£t he was about to mention^ 
when he liad been interrupted. Among the (lores taken in 
La Vendee — (Here there v3as a general exclamation of difgufl) 
My Lor<l5, faid the Earl, \ am not defending atheifm, Of 
jollifying the fa£t that I have related. I fay it was infamous 
rcroking %o decency, and (candalous in the higheft degree. I 
am myfelf a friend to religion, and I countenance no abufe of 
It) but. My Lords, I will proceed to'the othar fafi: I Was about 
to ftate — (The expreJftoH oj^ difgujl beiUg reiterated J^ his Lordr 
ftip faid. My Lords, I will forego my purpofe, though it was 
the mene (tatement of a matter of fa£t 1 but it is enough for 
me at any time to forbear what I was about to Caty, when I 
iinderftand-that the Houfe does not like it. 

*^ As the fub}e£l is dtfagreeable to your Lordftiips, I 
am furc I will not prefs it ; but as the French had been 
accufed of atheifm, I conceived it to be perfectly relevant 
to prove that atheifm was encouraged by the old government 
and not by the Qew*-One event, however, I will (late, and in 
that I will be as toujgh as the Bifhop. This event occurred in 

. * His LordOitp was corre^Iy right that he was not difordfrly ; b«t rurcly 
•die Eifliop ^as not only dofcnOble; but'lsudable on fl ftiM lironger ground 
thao a i&erfi loatcer of form. lo tiims like thepr^fcnt iti» highly ncctfTaiy 
to watch over every expreflion, tending by itt effcft 10 leflfen ihe reverence 
for rctigion* the main prop of ali inhordination and ordefi in eveiy civi- 
IFted country; and the higher the ^kfTembly in which the expreilion eicapoa^ 
'iht iiMre is it to be guarded againft. The feelings of the Houfe on tli£ 
.pccaGon beft fpoke the rmprcifion of a tale, (hocking to a ChrilHan audi- 
tory« even though avowedly told with a view to prove thni the atheifm and 
the moral depravity of the noblcc and hightr oraers in France, during tim 
exiftence of the monarchy, had paved the way to that dreadful fcene indail|r 
•rcprofentation, which every £ngli(hman is almoft compelled to look aW 
httt turns frpi^ with the ut^noft horror and deteftatiaa. 

Ti the 
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die Jacobin club, in which one member having dedared, that 
he believed in God, there was great ^plauTcy and all the memp- 
bers rofe up at once and made a fimilar declaration. . 

^ A few wor4s I wi(h to hj with refpe£l to the oondu^i of 
Ihis country to neutral powers^ To oae (Naples) England 
fays, Too fnav withdraw from yomr neutrality^ and recciTC 
ftill the protediioa of the allied powers : WhHe to another iht 
fays, Tou (hall not fecede fr<Mtt the combination t 

** My Lords, I have trefpaied on your time feoa long^ 
tfierefore (hall conclude, by moving, 

* l!liat an humble Addhrefs be prefented to bis M^eftyi 
fcumbly to reprefent to his Majefty^ that the French nation hat 
CYprefsIy recognized this facred pnaciple, * That no country 
poflefles the right to interfere with another indepeadciU nation iT 
to ftate to his Majefty, that in the i tSth and i ipch artklea ct 
the ConftitHtion, they have dechied^ that the Freadi people 
h the friend and natural ally of every firee people, and that k 
iloes not interfere in the government of other nations— 4iunihlf, 
tiierefdre to bcfeech his Majefty, in his equity and |iiftice> to 
ACKNOWLEDGE TifE FRENCH Repuklic, and thftieby la j 
the foundation of a ^eedy reconciliation and a petmaoenc 
peace/ 

^* My Lords, do ^e thing that is fight and jttft> and leavf 
the reft to God.** 

Tie E^l ofjiHagd^ (aid, that K the noble Lord's motiom 
had been, that the prefent republicanr anarchy of France was 
the beft 9od fitted government for the blood-thirfty robbex» 
and impious murderers of that country, and that we, acknom^ 
ledging this, (hould bkid ourfelves to keCT them in .that ftate, 
as the one beft adapted for fuch a race of monikers, and not 
fuifer diem to have a monarchical, or any better form of gor 
▼emment whatever, he would, with heart-felt pleafure and 
fatisfaAion, fecond the noUe Lord's motion ; but the motion 
lieing what it was, in his opinion, the beft ai^giunent againft it 
was that which'it had alroidy received9 viz. a good loud hnji^ 

Lord Darnlrj faid, he had wiAed to have ftated his fent^^ 
meats on the prefent crifis of affairs^ when the Addre(s to hia 
Majefty, on his moft gracious fpeech from the Throne, waft 
moved and under con(ideTation v out as the time of the Hou(e 
bad been occupied by hearing other Lords deliver their opinions 
in fupport of the Addrefs, with n^ore abilities and more elo* 

Juence than he could pretend to, he had forbom oflering htm* 
tlf to their Lordihips attention, as when he had an opportunitr 
of doing fo, he perceived the Foufe to be too much exhanftei 
and fatigued to ixftcn to any argumenti* whid^ he loight lurve 
t wiihcA 
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wiflied to ftate. He would content hhhfelf on the prefeht oc-* 
cafioa'with making a few obfervations both relative to the 
motion of the noble Earl made that day, and to the general 
topic refpcAin^ the profecution of the war* His LordOiip 
then, in ftfong and expreffive terms, ailigncd his leafons for 
aMiciirr&ig, M he had doile -by his vote, in the Addrefs to his 
Majefty prefented the preceding day. He niaintatned that it 
was impoffibkf for the King's minifters to attempt a negotiatioa 
at pstfent, without fcdlying the national honour, and violating 
that £Ood faith to her allies that had ever diara£lerized Great 
Britami. He faid, he could. not but condemn the motion c^ 
the noble Earl y he ftould fhudder, if he fuppofed the miniftry 
of this country would ever treat with thofe, whofe defign it was 
to <isftA>y'Ae feiws, the liberty^ the happinefs of every coiin- 
try, and the Chriftian religion. He agreed with the noUe 
Ini^ (Fordand) that the war was defend ve; he gloried, in 
feeing the noble Duke adding luftre to his numerous amiable 
^vate virtues,, by this fuppoft to miniftry, at prefent fo ma* 
tcrial for the preftff^tioii of the country: The noble Earl, he 
obferved, had told their Lordftiips, that the French had won- 
derful refources 5 he agreed with the* lioble Earl ; but fo much 
Ae greater tlieir fefourcesj fo much the greater din^et we ittuJt 
«q»^ from their honourable intentions. He (aid lie loved hi^ 
country ; no man wiifaed for peace more ; but to treat \yith the 
btood<^hirfty^ would be imprudent.' So f^r did he differ widp 
tlie noble Eari on the'fubject, and fo convinced was he of the 
mexpediency and impolicy of the niotion, that if the French 
were defiroud to make peace with Great Britain at the prefent^ 
to reftore all their acquifitions, and to put his Majcfty in pofle& 
lion of their territories in the Ead, and their iflands in the W^^ 
ladies, as die price oPpeace,'the miAifter'who (hould propofe 
either to treat for or accept it, would deferve to lofe his head* 

The Earl of Waribicii gave his opinion ftrongly in favour of 
a ^i^ous profecutioii of the war, and expreiTed fome degree 
of farprife that a noUe Earl, with whofe amiable character in 
private life, and with whofe many perfonal virtues he was fo 
well acquainted; could have prevailed upon himfelf to bring 
forward fo extraordinary a motion at fucn a momentous ctiCs, 
whea every appearance of unanimity and cordial attachment 
to what hd confidered not merely as the caufc of Great Britain^ 
but of all Europe, was fo evidently and fo mdifpenfably neccf- 
fary. 'His Lordfhip complimented minifters on the condu£b 
they had purfued, thought it entitled them to the praife of 
their fellow-'fubjefts, and could not help repeating his aftonHh- 
ment that a noble Earl of fuch known purity of mind, {houM 
]»?e aAcd the part the noble Earl hacl done that day. The 

French, 
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Jhcnclif his liordihip ohferved, did not deferve.to be acknow-^ 
kdged as republicans^ becaufe their conduj]: had (hewn that 
they had no pretenHons to that charader; In their mad career, 
there was ilo law, human or divine^ that had not been openl)! 
violated ; and they muft have convinced every rational man that 
a peace v^ith them could neither be permanent not fecure. 
The ^rcat niafs of people in this country had (hewn themfelveft 
fieadily attached to the Conftitutioni and loyal to their Kingi 
and the army and navy had difplayed the fame fteadinefs to 
lefift every effort to feduce them from their duty. Under thef<j 
drcumftances, all the vigour of the country mould be called 
into a&ion ; and little doubt/ he thought> would be entertaiu'* 
cd of our being ultimately fuccefsful. 

• The queftion was put on £grl Stanhope's rootiw^ and no^ 
gati^d without a diviiion* . ' 

Adjourned to Tdefdayi Jan. 2gi 



HOUSE OF COMMOl^Si 

Monday, January 27, 

Several private petitions were prefented, and ordered (d 
lie on the table. 

Mr. Huffey prefentcd a petition from the Woolcorabers of 
the City of New Saturn ; it ftated, that, in confeqUence of 
the introdudion of a miachine, by Isrhich the ^ivork d^ thisity 
men could be performed by one, many Woolcombers w«te 
reduced to great dillrefs from want of employment in their 
i>urmefs> and prayed relief. Read, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr, Baring prefented a fimilar petition from the Wool- 
combers of the City of Exeter. 

Mr. Rofe prefentcd a petition from the Inhabitants of "tlic 
Sorough of Seafotth, complaining of the undue ele&ion of a 
Member to ferve in Parliament for the faid Borough ; and oa 
his motion, the matter of the petition was ap}5ointed to be 
taken into confideration on Monday the lotli of March; 

MR. HASTINGS'S TRIAL. 

Mr, Burhe moved the fame lift of Managers as had been 
appointed heretofore for condu£Ving the Impeachment i and 
alfo that Mr. Speaker do attend in his place, at ten o'clock on 
the morning ot Thurfday, the I3tli of February, to receive 
a meffage from the Lords, and proceed to Weftminfter Hall, 
whatever may be the number of Members prcfcuti wliich 
motions were agreed tp, • 

Jffr, 
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' Mr. Wigley gave notice* . that on the (ame day he wouI4 
move that a nieflage be fent to the Lords, requeuing then} tQ 
proceed dc die in diem^ till the trial ihould.be (concluded. 

AMERICAN INTERCOURSE, 

On the motion of Mr. Dudley Rider, the American Tntett 
fTourfe ASts were appointed to be taken into confideration oi^ 
"VN'^cdnefday the aj^th^ 

SUPPJ-Y. 

Mr. Hobart brought ^np the Report of the Committer cf 
^uppl^f which was read, and agreed to ttetn. con. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved* '^ That an humble 
Addrefs be prefented to his Majeftyi praying that he would 
dire A the proper officers to lay before the Home, Accounts of 
tlie Ordinaries and Extraordinaries of the Navy and Army for 
|he prefent year*^' Agreed to, and fuch Members 4S were of 
|he rrivy CoifxicU 4efired to prefent the lamc^ 

f:ONDUCT OF THE COURTS OF CRIMINAL LAW OF SCOTLAVD* 

Mr. Adap\ otfervedj. that it was neceflary for him to fay a 
-few words on a fubjeA, of which he had given notice in the 
' lad feflion of Parliamenti as he felt it neccffarv to make fome 
^Iteration in the form of the motion \^'hich he had intended to 
make- The Houfe would reco}le6t, that in the laft feflion, 
near the copclufion of it, he gave potice that, early in this, 
he fhould bring forward a motion relative to the criminal law 
of Scotland, under a committee of the whole ^oufe, on courts 
of juftice, or under fome fuch form, for the purpofe of afBmi- 
Jating tlie criminal law of Scotland to the criminal law of 
England. He had been induced to do fo in the laft feilion 
from the dcciGon in the Houfe of Lords, then recent, that no 
appeal fliall be had to them from the decifion o.f the Court ©f 
}ufticiary in criminal cafe^. Since that period certain trials 
in Scotland had taken place, that niade the fubje£l ftill more 
liecefTary to be difcufleJ, and made \\ advifcable, as he thought, 
for him to bring the queftipn forward in a different form from 
that in which he intended originally to introduce it : At that 
iime hU indention ^as to move for leave to bring in one bill to . 
give ^n appeal from the criniinal courts of Scotland to the 
Houfe of Lords, in like manner as at this time obtained from 
^ic difierent courts in England, and to put the criminal laws^ 
Vrith regard to appeal, upon the fame footing in both coun- 
tries. He meant alfo to provide in the fame bill, tliat crimen 
;iml mifdemeanours affefting the ftate fliould be put on tht 
fame fooling in both countries ; that a grand jury Ihould be 
^d In Scotland in die fame cafes as in £ngland ^ to put the 

powdt 
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power of the Lord Advocate in Scotland on the fame footing 
SIS the office of the Attorney General of Bhgland ; and fu^ 
as had for their objed the introdtt£lion of petit juries ia the 
inferior courts of criminal' jurirdlAion, and the regulation of 
the puniihments for contempt, and of the method in which 
iritnefTes were examined in both coiintries. * 

All of thcfc things he intended to have been included in one 
bill } but the late judgments of the Court" of Jufticiary in Scot- 
land had made it neceflary for him in fome meafure to alter his 
pl^h of proceeding. He would ftate the nature of the motion 
which at preftf nt he intended to bring forward. He ihould bring 
forward tw6 diftiridl bills; The one relative to the q^eftion 
of appeal from the decifion of the Court of Judiciary ui 
Scotland ( the other for a{fimilating the Criminal Law of the 
two countries. For that purpofe, he ihould move for a 
Committee of the whole Houfe^ tn the nature of a Committee 
on Courts of Juftice. But though he fiiould bring the fubJcA 
forward in that fonn ; yet» in the courfe gf agitating the biU^ 
it was by no means improbable, if nobody el2e fhould do k» 
that he might move tJxe Houfci That it might be an inftruc- 
tion to the Committee to infert a claufe, gitjng the right of 
appeal exprefly in all criminal cafes that have happened in thi; 
courts of Scotland in the year 1793, in order that it might be 
determined whether the late decifions of that court, ia fome 
recent cafes, were confiftent with law or not \ and next, if 
the unfortunate perfons who are now fuifbring under the 
judgment of the Court of Judiciary thought themfeWes ag* 
grieved, fuch, for in^ance, as Mr. Muir and Mr^ Paimei*| 
and others, it would give them an opportunityi if they Oi^uld 
think fit, to bring the matter upon which the whole of ^eit 
cafe turned before the Lords, for a full di&uflion and final 
determination. This appeared to him highly ncQeflary after 
what had happened; for moft unqueflionably the pubiie 
mind was agitated upon this fubje£t, and therefore it ought to 
be difcufied; and there would be no mode, in his opinion, fo 
proper as that which he had prefumed to propofe } and there** 
fore it was, that in giving notice, he entered fo fullv into the 
fubje£t, as well alfo as that he might not be accuied, when 
the difcuffion came on, of going beyond the biU of which he 
had already given notice. Having ilated the nature of the 
inftrudion he Ihould move tb be given to the Cotmnittee^ he 
faid» he was then ready to make the motion of I^ave to bring in 
the bUl, or, if thi? Honourable Gentlemen on the other fide of 
the Houfe thought proper, he would give notice, &c. of the 
day on which the motion fhould be mad^ and the fubje^ 
>^'''ht be debated or the bill bropght tei and the difcumon 

alight 
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Blight be rcfenred for the time of bis moving for an ioftruc- 
tion to the Committee of. the Houfe to admit the claufe for- 
a^l^teal, ipall cnminad cafes determined in tKe Courts of Scot- 
limd in the year 1793^ '^^ fuhfta^ice of the (irft mptioa 
ymif that '^ k«re be^iventto bring in a bill to give appeal in. 
crimiaal cafes from the Courts ^f Scotland lo the Houfe. oj^ 
Lord^, in matter of law.** 
Mn Seartkarj Dundoi admitted, ^hat the matter and. pro«v 

* pofitio.n bad been dearly and candidly ft^iteil by, the Leaped 
aod. Honourable Gentleman. > JEIe iaul he &ould liptairgue 
tlie matter then, as he undef (tood a future time W9uid b(t ap- 
pointedrlor the difcuflion.of it. It had been pbfervi^^ij^t a 
certain quefUon, arifing out of a late judgment given jj^L the^ 
northern part of this^icin^dom, had agitated the pi^^lic mindi 
whenever that queftion Ihqukl be faroHght forward!^ h^.(|iould 
bexcady to take apart in dvexliibui&on. , With regard £p the 
fentescea pafied by the High ,Court of Jufticiary,. )ie waa 
ready then .or at any time to maintain their. legailityiH, and 
would throw fuch tight upon 4he fubje&» as ^ould .ipuier 
that point as evident as poflible to the Houfe. Bi^t he'did not 
cfaoofe to fufier ihis ftage of the bufinefs to p^s ipvithoiit fa^4 
ing tint the feotences alluded, to were completdj/ounded la 
la;w, and that every information to the contrary was entirely 
without foundation. ' . 

Mr^ 2^»Af. faid, he knew not what. light the Right Hon. 
Gentleman might be able to throw on the fubjicdi bfit he 
ihottld have iniagined that there could not be much objc^ioni 
to the mode, of proceeding proppfed by his, Hon* Friend* 
7!he bringing in. the bill was to bring the fubjedl foni^td for 
diic«(fion. The claufes in it, or the whole tenour of the 
billf might or might not, upon due invedigatibnf be deemed 
to be proper. The bill itfelf muit i^and 0/ fall on its own 
merits^ Xhe fentence of the Court of Judiciary m^ht or 
plight not be legal, might be judicious or otherwiXe. Thefe 
were queftions which were independent of the legality of the 
fentence upon which the debate upon the motion for fpecial 
inilru&ion to the Committee might arife, or might, be in*, 
jtended tobe moved for, and wo^ld come propeily and resu<» 

' larly before the Uouie to Be examined. It was poi&ble» for 
inftance, that thoie who might think thefe Judgments per^ 
feAly legale might yet think thf fubje£l proper for, a bilU 
There might be thoCe who thought, that although the criminal 
Jaw is not, yet it ought to be^ the fame in the northern as io 
the foudiern part of the kingdom. Whatever might be the 
iegality of thefe judgments, of tins he was fure, thatthofe 
imohaA any refped tor the law of Enj^and^ and wiih^ to fee 
. Vol, I. • U ir 



it frfp«ao4 hf the ptA!i<i, could not wifli -to argiie thcfe poittU^ 
fepomefy, arnd -tritnowt reference to each oth^i • 

f*f Ckaftcelkr xf the' B^ebe(jt4ii^ fiSd,- fce dUfered itom the 
Right Hon. Genticmnn upon the latter pai% of hi* obCcr¥«- 
tion J for he thought fhc diftinft jiointt to VhkH hi alladed 
fliould be argued ftpstrately, H^ thoTc iould join Hi arty pmrt of 
the bill for altering tjie law, who haclnotloubtof the kgttlity 
of the late jttdgnients, if the alteratibirr were dot to proceed 
ttpon die ground of an admtflion- of Ai^h flk;gii)ky. H€ 
wMwd to meet thlc difcuflSon upon thenaHwte of the fTtopofed 
sitenition of the law, and the cjueftion of -legalttf of the 
judgments alluded to, feverally upon their tliftinA and fepa- 
jpate merits. 

Mr, Sheridan faid; he would decline entering into any dif- 
euflten of the queftion of legality at prefent; that queftioa 
might pcriiaps turn out to be tinncceiTary, for pbflibly if the 
^w was. found to be fp now, they might be aUe to ptore that 
the law ought not any longer to conttnue fa. He <»uld notg 
however, help exprcffing a hope tliat the unfortunate* gen- 
demcn who were now fuflfering the judgment (fuch as it 
twis) of the Court of Scodanc^ would not be pot into a 
fituatton to deprive them of the benefit of th^ di^fition of 
the Houlc, if it fheuld happen to turn out in favour of 
them# 

• Mr^ Secretary Dundas faid, the Houfc IhouH entertahi no 
fach confidence againft the regular courfe of law. 

• Mr, Adaniy in explanation of what he intended to movey 
iKfefly ftatcd, that he had endeavoured to make it clearly un^ 
derftood, that his intention was, upon bringing in the bill 
for an Appeal, not to difciifs the qiidlion at all rcfpcfting the 
late trials ; but to confine himfclf ftrittly to the gfeneral quef- 
tion of the propriety or impropriety of giving an Appeal. 
T!Tic proper time for difcuffing the trials alluded to, would, in 
his opinipn, be when the inftriiftion to the Committee was 
p5oved, to give the bill a retrofpeft to the year 1793. 

Mr. &biridafi faid, there Ought to be nothing done by 
fttrprifc on either fide in this bufincfs. The only proper way 
VouMbc, for his Honourable Friend, after the fecond ready- 
ing of the bill, and before the commitment, to move for the 
Jnilruftion to the Committee, than which nothing could be 
more regular. 

Mr. Artjtrutker oh]t(ktA to this mode of proceeding; whal^ 
ever his Honourable Friend intended to move, he would do it 
at bis own option, he would do it to-day or tc^morrow, or 
any orhcr time. If tf^e fcntence were fuch as ought not to 
fcive bccnj'^and could not legally be paflcd, they (hould movo 

whatever 
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whatever they picafed'apbn it, and when A%j pleafed^ biH a 
liodceof tbiakind ouglit not to have produced fo many ob^* 
fenrations. He was glad) howeTer, that tlie whole matter^ 
was'to be debated in the Houfe of Commons ^ ai it waa aiore 
sc^ar than any other mode of proceeding ilN>ttld be. Mou- 
thing, in hie <^>mion, could be mote clear wan the legality o£ 
the fentencea in queftion». But feme perfonsf upon what 
ground he could not tcU, had fcattered abroad whifpera, «nd 
had alleged many things that^ from the fliapethey appeared 
in, would not admie ai combat, and conld not fairly be di£- 
qiflcd. He had no donbt but that the whole condua ofribe 
Court of Judiciary would appear to be com^letdy legak 
• 'Mk F$m fajd,. he did Hot underftand what the learned 
Gentleman meant by whsfpcrs ; the fabjeA had been loudly 
fpofcen of, and he knew nothing of any whifpers upon that or 
my other fttlne&, conne£kd with his duty as a mendber of 
that Uottfe. He did not pretend to be inhdUble, bat he it\t 
no difficulty in faying, that, at far as he bad means of in* 
formation and of knowledge, be believed the fentencea al» 
huled . to, to be illegal ; but h^ wa^ not quite fure he was 
right. But he had little difficulty in fayingi that prima facU 
tlttfe fentences were iUegal, unjuft, slnd feVere. He had* ftill 
Ie£i difficulty in faying, that if the Court of Jufticiary in 
Scotland had the difcretion by hw to gire the jodgm^t they 
had giTcn, and if it was even prudent to pronounce it at the 
time it was pronounced (though by the way he did not think 
any thing like it), yet in his mind, there could be no refpe£l 
for the laws of England in thofe who had the care of the exe- 
cutive government, if they put fuch judgment into execution. 
He knew not what, to tliink of the confidence of tho(e*who 
chofe to execute a fcntencc, upon the Idgality of which there 
was a doubt, upon the fcverity of which' there poffibly exifted 
but one opinion, and all this, by way of anticiifation of the 
decifion of Pariiament, for that would be the effeft of putting 
thofe judgments in force, before the determination of Parlia- 
ment could bo had. He had too much reliance on the can- 
)dOur of the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Dundas), tawhofe 
care the executive part of this proceeding chiefly belonged \ 
he had too high an opinion of his good fenfe, his knowledge 
of propriety, £is fenfe of humanity, and his love of juftice, to 
fuppofc that he would place theft unhappy perfon* in foch 9^ 
fituation that the determinatioh of Parliament might be of no 
itfe to them. 

The Chaniffflkr ff tie . Exckenuet ipoitticd out the only rc- 
^ior aad proper mode of obtaining a fufpenfion of any 
fcntenceof a criminal court of juftice, tfsu by humble petition 
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Tlfi Lord C^ir/r^/br faM, in conftiniiily to the tiriial and 
regular mode of proceeding, it weuM te ]»topor for the noUe 
Earl to declare what was the fubjed of hU intended motion^ 
aH without that intimation their Lordihipswouli hep0nUulat>Jf 
ordered to afTemble for an indrfimU purfofi. 

Ear! Stanhope replied, that in order to comply witk the learn- 
ed Lord's idea, he would ftate> that what he had to fubmit to 
lihe confideratidn of the Houfe, was a Motion on the fabje^l 
of' the fentence of tranfpottatioily lately pafisd on Meflrs.. 
Muir and Palmer, whofe cafe he meant to bring before their 
Lordfliips j and if the learned Lord diJ not think this expla* 
nation fuiHcient, he was then ready to enter into the merits of 
his intended motion. 

Lord Lauderdale pr^fl^d* bis noble Friend not to purine this 
snotion, as it might tend to injure the progrefs and eSeSt of a 
proceeding already inftltufed with great felemnity in another 
Honfcy with a Tiew t6 the fame objefE. He begged his noble 
Priend, at leaft, to poiVpone it, until die fateof what wa« now 
depending in another Houfe was determined. > 

Bari Stanhope faid, his motion would n«t interfere with what 
was going forward elfewhere. It 'went merely to procnra 
the fnfpenfion of the fentence' of trinl^rtation of thofetwo 
Gentkmen until then: cafe had been argued before the Houfe^ 
which his Lerdfhip confidered as the proper phiee for the dif- 
cuflion of all matters relating to the criminal judicature iof tho 
lingdom. 

The Lord Chancellor put die quellion, that the Ixyrds be 
fummoned for Friday, which was carried, and theik their Lord* 
frips adjourned to next day. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

. ' Tuesday, January 28. 

The Navy, Army, Ordnance, and other eftii^cs ordeiedt 
were laid^ before t)ie Houfe. 

Mr, Grey dbfcrved that the eftimatcs of the eztraordinaries 
9f the a.cmy were of conGderable importanqe, and. thai . it 
would be proper to have them printed, as was ufu^Uy done at 
the latter part of the American war> for that they could noV 
irell be perufed by members at the table. On the fuggeftion 
of the Secretary at War, he agreed to poftpone his motion 
upon that fubjca till the next day. 

TTie 3ou^, in a Committee, pafled a refolution <^ the 

j/Wnerican Injp^courfe BUl^ received the report^ and gave leave 

to bring 111 a bill for cotiiiiiuliig the law oew in force^ for re* 

4 gulatiDj; 



jltilating tlie trdb hrtveen his Mmjeftj's fubje^, and the iiH 
habita^ti o£ the Unified States of America. 
• Jlfr* Rtfif mtnred for an accoaht of the moi^ej granted to 
his Majeftyby loan on Ezchcqusir Inlls for the fenrice of th* 
jcar 1793V— Ocderod. 

thATt TRADE. 

Mr. Wllberft^ci gavft notice^ that on Ftiday the 7th of 
Jcbruary lieif, he wouM move for leave to bring m a bUl fox* 
abolifhing the trade carried oti from the coafl; o£ Africa to Bxi-' 
fifli fettlements in the Weft Indies. 

HESSIAN TROOPS; 
Mr. Grey faid, what be \ra$ abont to mention might poi^ 
f bly liave been deemed more rejpaiarly introduced, if he haA 
ftated it on the day that his Majeity'9 meflage was brought up | 
but he confidcfcd it to be a ful^'e^^ of the utmoft importance^ 
nnd therefore he conceived, the agitation of it could never bt 
deemed irregular. What be alluded to was the intrbdu£lion of 
foreign troops into. Great Britain* He deCred to call 6n the 
ntnifter for an.eq^nation of the laading of the Hefliaa 
troops, of which the Houfe had ^n account by a recent mef- 
lage from the King.- Heknew there wasa preeedeAt, or fome« 
thing lik&one, in the year 1784, but it did not amount to the 
circumftances of the prefent caie, and there ought to be fome 
reafon affigned for this ftep.. On the elofe of the laft war* 
in 1784, a body of Heffians were landed in this country, in 
their way from America to the continent. But then the ne* 
cefiity for their landing arofe froin the ishpoffibility of their 
proceeding direfkly home, on acoonnt of the rivers along 
which they were to pafs having been frozen. At prefeitt, he 
could not but obferve, that neither the amount of the numbers 
of HeiBans fo imported, the obje£i of dieir deftination, nor 
the time it was expe&ed during which they were to remain 
our guefts, have been fpecified^ points upon which he had '^^ 

no doubt, explanation would render univerfal fatisfa£tion. 
' Th$' CbanciUor of the. Esechequer agreed that the precedent 
in the year 1784 did not amount in circumftances to the pre«p 
fent ca^<^that beingra time of profound peace, and this a time 
of war. If the Hon. Gentleman had any fpecific motion to make 
nipon the fubje£^, he would be fo good as to give notice of it« 
As far as he could do fo confiftently with his duty« he had^ How* 
ever, no difinclination to explain, for the farisfoftion of the 
Hoiifis upon this fubjeA. It was ftated in his Majefty's mef* 
Cage to the Houfo that they were ftationed, where they now 
pre^ for the puvpoies of ponvenience to the troops 9 what were 
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to be their military operations for the fttpport of his Majefty'r 
government herealteri was not fit matter tor difcoilion in that 
phce. The place where they now were, was thought by bis 
Majeft/s fenrants, the moft conrenient for their rendezrovs. 
How long they Ihould ftay there was not fit for him to ftate, 
for the reafon he had already aiSgned. With regard to the 
number of themi that he could not ftate, for no regular ac-» 
count had as yet been made out, and they were not all ar- 
rived. But he mufl; repeat, that the precedent, as alluded 
to, in time of profound peacCi could not be fairly applied to 
the prefent cafe. 

Mr. Fox obferved, that confiderable' difficulty and embar- 
TaflTment would be thrown in die way of the bafinefs of the 
Houfe, if, when a member defired an explanation of any 

5)articular thing, he was called on to gi?e fpecific notice of a 
jpecific motion } and then, when a fpecific motion ihould be 
made, he was to be told that fuch a motion was nrniecefiarr, 
for that if he had only alked for an explanation, he roignt 
have had it without a motion. Such a pra£kice was growing 
coo much into ufe^ it was a very improper cme, neither very 
Tefpe^tful for the dignity of the Houie> nor very conducive to 
the convenience of it. With refpoft to the prefeat bufineis, 
fome might be of opinion that the King might bring into 
this country a foreign force to any amount, without the pre- 
vious and exprefs oonfent of Parliament, and that it was ne- 
ceflary only tor his Majefty to fend a fubfequent mefiage to 
that Houfe— -he owned for his part that he wanted informa* 
tion upon that fubje£b. He thought, from the nature of the 
meiTage the preceding day, ibmething like a doubt was enter- 
tained of that power, and that his Majefty's minifters inform«- 
ed the Houfe in confequence of that doubt. If fo, the Houfe 
ought to examine the fubje& a little more clofely ; for there 
was nothing that would juftify alarm more than the extenfive 
cxercife of fuch a prerogative. On die former occafion a bill 
for die fpecial purpofe had been thought neceflary ; and that 
this was a time of war, did not in his opinion fet aiide the ne« 
tfieflity of an explanation. 

Thi CiaftuUor of the Exchequer faid in reply, that whether 
the meafure was right or wrongs .he was not now to contend ; 
as that point would probably be hereafter difcufled. At pre* 
fent it was enough, if what had been done was to be found 
(n former proceedings. Then, as now, notification of the fa£k 
had been given to the Houfe, and an immediate vote of ihanks 
to his Majefty for the communicadon had been made. With 
lrefpe£i to xne bill brought in on the former occafion, that 
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V^as merely for the porpofe of billeting the men, and woul4 
not have been adopted if that meafure nad not been neceflary« 
S^or would fuch a precedent be followed on the prefent| unleiii 
9 Cmilar neceility mould render it expedient. 

ACCOUNTS OF SALAHIBS. 

Mr. Sheridan rofe^ in purfuance of a notice he gairt ye& 
terday, and in compliance with the impatience which the 
Chancellor of the lachequer manifeftedf or feemed to 
msmifeft, to make his motion j upon whichf he apprehended 
^ere could be no difcuffion^ fince from the temper of the 
Right Honourable Qentleman, fuch aa it appeared when the 
notice was given^ he could fcarcely avoid agreeing to what 
would be moved that day. for^ as it was tot firft duty qJT 
that Houie to. inquire in^o the application of the public mo^ 
ney, fo it was this intereit of every minifter, fuppofing hint 
to be fair in his condudj and clear in his accounts, to coun-»i 
tenance the inquiry } and at no time in the hiftory of this 
country was inqiiirv, in his opinion, more neceflary than at 
. prefent We had neard in the Speech of the Sovereign, in- 
fori|iation of the- mod important nature, information deep!/ 
interefling to the people of Great Britain. Very foon the 
Chancellor of the Exchenuer would have to bring forwar4 
hk budget : That would be an awful and a trying day i 
He feared it would then appear that the furplus of revenue 
which had been fo much poafled olF, and the application o£ 
it for the reduction of our debt, whatever be the merit of 
the plan, would all and at once be fwept away, ai^d with it 
would vanilh that pleafing profpeA of alleviating the hanUhipf 
of the people by a reduSion of the ta^pes. All that cheering 
hope, too, of reducing our peace eftabliflimcnt) aa well aa 
the redii£lion of our debt, and the alleviation of our burdens, 
which had year after year been held out to us, and which 
year after year we had waited for in v^in, would vaniflii 
For if peace was concluded tormorrowi a vaft number cf 
years muft pafs away before we could even hope to be in the 
^une fituatloz^ as at the commencement of tlic war. It 
was, thereforei the right of the people to know how their 
money was expended, and it was the firil duty of that Houfe 
(0 take care pat the public purfe was pureljf s^nd properly 
adminillered, that not one fi^pence fhould be idly fquandered 
by the minifter, nor any thing ilone that would dimiaifli bf ono 
DAorfel, the n^eal of the labourer and diftrefled family, or that 
uny thing (hould happen, that tended to wring from Ac pooc 
any part of their pittance. The preceding day he had made 
^fe of the yurordjoi as applicable to fome part of the miniftei*3 

VpLf It % condufly 
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Lord Tarmwth declared his leadinefis that every thin^ in 
which he was implicated (hould meet the public eye fairly. 
In the prefent initance, he had to ftate, that he had neither 
dcmaudiBd nor received any falary or gratuity whatever for 
the bufinefs he had been employed in; the only charge he- 
Iiod made l^iras for the aAual extra-expences he had been put 
to in following the King of FrttiTia, So that, fo far irom a 
chaTge, be had been, a faving to the. country of that money 
which any other perfon in his fituation muft have coft« The 
whol^. of hb expences did not amount to mote than a few 
hundred pounds. He was therefore happy at diis motioai at- 
it would* feirve to dtflipate idle rumouf% Doth with rdjped to 
hinit and al|b to his brother, wfao» it was faid, had received 
cool, for each time he came backwards and forwards to^ 

Mr. Burhi approved the principle of jeakwfy watchinn; 
over the expenditure of the publit money; but that principle 
he thought might be carried to6 far, or originate in impropefi^ 
or illiberal motives, motives of perfonalitv or ill-will. 

Mr. Fm declared it to be his opinion^ tliat if a fingle guinea 
waj fpeat in thefe miffions, it was mote dian they were worth ; ' 
3^ he was an yit^ejr enemy to all duplication of embafly. With 
reipe£E to the condu£t of the noUe Lord himfelf, diere could 
be no in^putatlon of Uame on him ; if he were empl(9yed, hr 
certainly qad a right to remuneration for his fervices; it wat^ 
ndt againft the noble Lord, but againft the mi n ifte r that font* 
him, that mifcondufl was charged. 

Mr. Burhe declared he law no dtfierence betwera HtntjAkr 
and Hitjcbbee. ^ 

The motion was agreed to« 

The next paper moved for was ^ An account of llhe M-- 
pences atteddbg the miiBon of Lord Mahnibury to the coiMt 
of Berlin,*' 

, Mr. SteriJan here took the opportunity of declaring, that 
he himfelf did not believe Lord Yarmouth had accepted WHf 
laiary for his Cervices ; but that he had not omitted it, beeaisfe* 
it might be obje£ied to him, that he bad left out thofe part*' 
of the public condufl that merited to meet the pubtie eyet 
and only held up the bad* 

Tbf ChoHcelUr of tht Excheqtur obierved^ that the Hon« 
Member contradicted his. former aflertioas. Ho had d€clare<l 
that the general ground of his motions. was fafpicion, and 
yet he now faid tint he did not believe there was any founda- * 
tion for his. motion refpe£ling Lord Yarmouth. 

Mr. Sheridan begged to know whether it might not tfiMr 

into the fapient head of a miniftery that be had coupled that 
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with hi« Other motions, for the fake of contraft between good 
and evil. 

* Tie Chanet^ ^ thi Exchnpter faid, Will the Hon. Gen-^ 
tkiAan now petievore in his aflertion ? and if he does* 
can he imagine that any member in this Houfe will credif 
him-»? 

^ Mr. Sheridan refo in great Iieat to r^lj— 4!ut Was prevented 
by Mr* Faxy who declared chat he, for one, believed the 
aflertion, becaufe he knew the fad. But furely it was not 
too nmdi to fay that hi« Hon. Friend was as amply entitled 
tO^sredit'forh^adertionsas the Right Hon. Gentleman, ot 
any ineAlb<»'*of that Houfe. He did not agree with the- 
Ki^ht Hoo. Gendeman (Mr. .Burke), who h^daiTefted, that 
his Hon. Friend had been a^iuated by any motives of iU-will 
or perfonality in his prefent motion : There could be no ill- 
wiU in inquiring into the expenditure of the public money* 
He SA not believe that the noble Lord had received any 
emolument for his-embafly, yet it was bis duty to inqttire 
what were the expences of his miffion. And it was necef- 
fary that his Hon. Friend (hould mention names in order 
that he might not be accufed of partiality, and that the po- 
litieai charader of thofe who had not received improper' 
emoluments, might appear brighter by being contrafted with 
thfttof thofe -who had. Mr. Fox concluded by remarking, 
thskt if the condttfk of the Right Hon. Gentleman had beea 
irreproachaUe, he onght rather to thank his Hon. Friend 
for bringing it to the teft. 

Mr. Sheridan contended that his knowledge of the hSt 
was apparent from the wording of that particular motion, in 
yrhich he had ufed the term expence^ as applied to Lord 
Yarmoftth 5 whereas he had applied the term falary to all the 
other appointments.; -He thanked his Hon. Friend for having 
prevented his anfwering the infinuation thrown out againft 
nim in the moment di heat. All he fhould fay at prefent 
W2», if h« repeated his aflertion, whether any member of 
that Houfe would doubt or not, he could not be certain, but he. 

• Thit cxpitAion^ whish poflibly th€ CbamaBior of the Exchequer di4 
not hin/df perceive the force. of, or did not mean to apply at a pcrfoiml 
affront, was near occafioning as much ilHordcr in the Houfe, as the Iat« 
Earl ef Qui Idford^s reply (ivbefi Prcmitr) to Colonel Barr<, after th«' 
CoWitcl luad made rather a ^roTs attack on the noble Lord, at a late hour, 
and after a warin debate, in which the irritability of a man*s fetir«gs» 
iFheliad poflefled any, miift have been provoked by the afperiiies levelled 
at him in the heat of conteft 1 It \va«t the only occafion that .we recoiled: 
|lf Jbora NortVs (uifering binifeU to be put ofT his guard. 

believed 



i66 WOODFAfe'S I*AltLIA»*ENtARf REPORTS; {doUMdftis 

believed it was in that Houfe alone that the Right Hon. Gen^ 
tlcman would venture to tell him fo. 

Mr. Torke interrupted this altc^reatioili bjr obferving ho^r 
hard ic was for four hundred gentkmeui lent up from the 
country to iiitnd the buGnefs of their conitituentsi to be 
obliged to liilen to mere perfonal altercation, and indeed ab-* 
f6lute nonfenfe, when coniideredin compStrifon with the more 
important bufinefs of the nation* 

The motion pafTed. 

Mr. Sheridan added one more motion : 

•^ That there be laid before the Houfe an account of thtf 
expenditures of the fums of 50G0I. and iiyooo). gnmte^ lad 
fellions of Parliament to defray the expences of the Indi^ 
Board of Control." 

Ordered.— Adjourned. 



HOUSE OF LORDS. 

WipNESDAT, January 29. 

. A mefTage was delivered from his Majcfty fimilar to that 
fent to the Commons, on the fubjed of the landing of the. 
Heflian troops in the Ifle of Wight. 

The Earl of Lauderdale confidered this as an unconilitu* 
tional meafure. He afked the noble Secretary of State how 
long they were to remain » what was their number} and 
whether they were to be increafed ? 

Lord Grenville faid> he had it not in command from his 
iMajeily to make any other communication, than that which 
wasVonvcycd in the mcflage. 

The Earl of' Lauderdale remained in his firil opinion, and 
maintained that their Lordfliips ought to have more informa* 
tlon on the fubje£t. 

The Houfe, on motion, then pafled a vote for an Addrefs 
to thank his Majefty for hb gracious communication.«^Ad-> 
jpurned. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, January 29. 

Mr, Montgomery moved for leave to bring in a bill for the 
purpofe of in^realing the capital of the governor and com- 
pany of the tiank of Scotland.—- Granted, and Mr. Mont^ 
gomery and Mr. Dundas ordered to prepare and bring in the 
lame. 

Several accounts of exchequer bills were prcfcntcd, and 
ordered to He upon the table. 

Th€ 
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The American Intercourfe bill was read a firft time^ and 
ordered to be read a fecond time. 

TV Secretary at War laid before the Houfe an cftimatc of 
Jhe charge of foreign troops in Britiili pay, 

SUPPLY. 

The Houfc having refolved itfelf into a committee of the 
whole Houfe, the follovjr}ng refolution was read : 

*^ That it is the opinion of this committee, that eighty«(ive 
tfaoufand men be granted to his Majcity for the fea-fervicc^ 
for the year 1794, including twelve diou(and one hundred 
^nd fifteen marines/' . ' 

Mr, Fox rofe not, he faid, to oppofc the refolution juft 
propofcd to the committee \ for however they might differ in 
opinion on other topics, he bjelieved it was generally agreed, 
that if we were to carry on the war at all, we (hou)d, under 
the prcfent circumftances, carry it on with vigour, particularly 
the naval branch of it. It was perfeftly proper to inquire in 
that Houfe, into all the condu£t of the war on our part ; and 
particularly into the manner in which our naval force has been 
exerted. Mr. Fox faid, he (hould refer to fcveral fafts as 
skpplicable to the fubjeft then before the committee 5 fonie of 
which he might ilate very inaccurately perhaps, and if he did, 
he fhould be glad to be correfted, but many of them he fearpd 
were too true. On the motion for the Addrefs of that Houfe 
to his Majefty, very high language indeed had been ufed by a 
Right Honourable Gentleman f Mr. Dundas), whom he was 
forrynot to fee in his place, in favour of the prodigious effort* 
of the naval fcrvice fince the commencement of the prcfent 
war J declaring that it had never been better exerted at any 
period than it had at this, mod particularly with refpcft to 
convoys. The Right Honourable Gentleman had exprefly 
ftated, that of tl^s fevcral fliip^ failing under convoy, not one 
had been loft, and that our commerce had been wonderfully 
protctled ; many aflfcrtions, and round ones too, were made 
to that cffeft. He confcffed he heard them, as he thought 
the Houfe ought tp hear fuch ro^nd aflertions, with confider^ 
tiblc jealoufy and diftruft. Since that time he had taken 
paixls to incjuire into particulars upon this fubje£t, s^nd he was 
forty indeed to fay, that the refult of that inquiry had been 
very unfavourable, and that the fads he heard related, he 
feared, were but too well founded. The Baltic fleet came 
home in danger of beinp all taken by the enemy, and he be- 
lieved that fixteen or levcntecn fail of it were a£bu;illy cap- 
tured and carried to Norway; whether they were yet con- 
llemned or not, was another aueftion *, but this proved, as far 

a§ 
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as an inftance could prove, that the panegyric beftowed on 
our convoys, at the opening of the fellion, would, if the Righl; 
Honourable Gentleman haid pleafed, have admitted of an ex- 
ception. The Quebec flee( failed under the convoy of ooq 
ibip only, and that, he was told, unfit for Tea, or, to ufe a 
common exprcflion upon fuch a fubjedb, not/ea*woriby : This 
ihip, he underftood, was called the S«v(»rn ', it was true in« 
deed there vfzs another, a frigate, fent to wait for this ilee|r 
at the ifland of Bic, in the Gulph of St. Lawrence | but no 
intimation whatever had been given to the mcKhants con*? 
ccming thet order, fo that the veflel might as well have re* 
inained at home. What happened to the Severn i (he wa% 
feparated from her convoy, as her coipmander had (lated,. in 
a gale of .wind, and came home : And it was true that part of 
the fleet which was deilined for Qr^t Britain came hon\e( 
alfo, there happening at that time, by mere chance, to be 
nothing to oppofe; iUll the rifk was great, and entirely un- 
warrantable. With regard to the part dcilined for Spain and 
Portugal, he coiild fay nothing i but it was very pofllole, tha^ 
fomc or all of them might be taken, as no account whatever 
of their (afety had yet arrived, to quiet the anxiety of the 
merchants on their account; He knew that it would be. 
ai^ued, that there was no poflfibility of preventing accident^ 
Ot that kind ; bi;t he would leave \t to the confideration o| 
that Houfej^ if one fingle crazy vefle) was a fuigcient convoys 
for the Quebec fleet, bound as it was for fuch different porta 
of Europe i In thefe two cafes the trade of the country had 
been injured, or put iu imminent danger for want of fuffiden^ 
orotedion. He ne^t called the attention of the'^Houfe ta 
inftances of the delay of convoys, to ^e great prejudice of the 
inerchants and the nation at large. Was or was not this a 
fa£t : That a whole fleet was ready to fet fail fyom tbc Weik 
Indies, on the 15th of May, or thereabouts, but did not, and 
could not for the want of convoy, till the 2:)d of Auguft, or 
thereabouts ? Here was a whole fleet freighted with moA 
Taluable merchandizes from the Weft Indi^, delayed and 
kept in harbour for three months, for want of convoy : The 
\ob upon fuch a delay muft be very great, an4 the danger to 
which they muft be espofed great ajfoj fince by coming fron^ 
the Weft Indies in the month of Auguft, they had to encounter 
great ftorms and other perils of the fea, incident to a voyage 
at that feafon, from that part of the globe. It was true thev 
arrived, but it was with great difiKuIty; and the conduu 
which bad been fo much extolled with refpe£k to convoy, wa^ 
not fo very meritorious as had been ftated to the public by the 
Right I^on. Gentleman. Mr% Fq^ faid, hf ftated this upoi^ 

inform- 
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information; but he had no difficulty in declaring, hebelieiped 
It to i>e true. He would mention another fa£t, which was 
perhaps not quite fo certain : The delay of the Mediterraneaa 
neet> for want of convoy, had prevented fome merchandizet 
intended for the fait of Salerno and other fairs in Italy, froBt 
arriving in time ; in confequence of which there was a litiga- 
tion now between the Engliih and Italian merchants^ about 
receiving the eoods : What the refuk would be, it was impo£> 
fible to tell ; but the litigation would of courfe be expenGve^ 
and attended with difagreeable circumllances. He ftated thefe 
fa£ls to the Houfe, in order that they might reflet a little 
upon the fubje£b, and confider how lightly the matter had been 
treated on tne opening of the feflion^ and that diey might 
paufe a little and examine fa£ls before they gave implicit 
credit to every general and round afiertion : For it had been 
generally and roundly ftated, by the Secretary of State, that 
none of the (hips had been taken — there had been no delay 
for vrant of convoy ; whereas there had been delay, and that 
not the delav of a fingle ffiip, but of a whole fleet. What 
^xcufe mlnluers could make for fuch endeavours to miflead 
the public, he could not tell s they could not plead ignorance 
of Uiefe things furcly, when they were boaftbg of the pro- 
tection which our convoys had ^iven to our commerce in all 
parts of the globe. Another thing not verv flattering to the 
pride of EngliQimen, was the fa63:, that at tne moment when 
the Right Hon. Gentleman was boafting of the vigilance and 
a£livity of adminiibration in reipeft to convoys, fix French 
frigates were mafters of the Channel, and had been fo for a 
confiderable time ; and had taken, as he had been informed, 
lixteen fall of very valuable prizes. He exprefied fome apprc- * 
henfion of the fate of the vidualllng fleet from Ireland i and 
faid, there was a rumour of its bein^ taken and carried^ intp 
a port of the enemy. Befides this, a fleet deftined for the 
Weft Indies had been detained for a confiderable time^ on 
account of a rumour that there was a French fleet out, too 
powerful for us to attack at that time, in chat quarter. Such 
fa£ls as thefe were fufiicient, in his mind, to create fome 
degree of doubt and jealoufy, and to prevent the Houfe from 

fiving an implicit confidence to pompons declarations or 
old aflTertions. He thought it right to ftate thefe things to 
the Houfe, as grounds of the reafon he had for his jealoufy 
and diftruil of the information which the Houfe received of 
the miniftcr on the opening of the feflion. The fcrvice of the 
navy we were told, on the whole conduck of it, had never been 
hetter performed than it had fince the commencement of the 
war. But fuppofc the whole of the Right Hon. Gcntleman*s 
Voi. I. Y aifcrti<?n 
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aflertion to have been unqucftionably true j fuppofc the fct- 
vice had been as well pcrfonned in tni$ war a$ it ever was— 
Would that be fufficient ? Would the Hoafe be fatisficd with 
that ? Was it matter for praife, and a thing to be wondered at^ 
that Great Britain, in the plenitude of its power, and with fo 
much courage (for courage in a public conteft was a part of 
power) (hould be equal in her navy to what (he had mani- 
fcfted on many occafions ? Was it a wonderful thing that 
after having bought, or obtained, or any thing elfe, a part of 
the French, and deprived them of the ufc of great part of 
their pavy, we fliould afterwards be able to proted ourfelves 
at fea? What a miferable compliment to Great Britain! 
that with Spain and Holland in alliance, (he can proteA her- 
felf by fea againft France alone* and in that ftate do juft as 
much as ihe did in the year 1781, when (he contended alone 
with France, Spain, and Holland united ! He had oiade fome 
inquiry, as he had already told the committee^ and he Ihould 
make ftill more into this bufinefs ; and he had fome doubt 
whetlier it would not turn out, that in point of fa£l there 
were not more taken of our fliips in the year 1781, when we 
contended with all thofe powers, than have been taken from 
lis (ince the commencement of the prefent war. He thought 
it necefTanr on the prefent occafion to make thefe obfenraitions ; 
not that he thought them arguments that went immediately 
to the queftion before the committee, but that they might 
poflibly la^r the foundation for a future inveftigation of the 
fubje6l. He had ftated fa£^s, many of which he knew, and 
all of which he believed to be true, but he deCred not to be 
underftood -to pledge himfelf for the truth of the whole of 
what he had ftated, becaufe, as muft be obvious to the com- 
mittee, fome of his information might poflibly be defedivc or 
erroneous. The public ought to be rightly intormed upon the 
fiibje£^, and not to be put in a Hate of difoiay ^nd confufion 
hereafter, at finding they had been unhappily deceived by the 
fpeech of the Right Hon, Gentleman— a fpecch whicn in 
fome parts of it he mufl: fay he did not think confiftent with 
the belief of any welUinformed man in the kingdom, 

Tie Chancellor of tl:e Exchequer allowed the matter 
brought forward by the Hight Hon. Gentleman to be very fit 
for difcuflion. TJpon Ibmc particular points which had been 
ftated, he could not fpeak with the pr^cifion he could wifb, 
becaufe it did not fall immediately under what had much 00^ 
cupied his attentipn : Thefe he ihould leave to the fuperior 
information of his Right Hon. Friend, whofe abfence was 
occafioned by fudden indifpofition. What he ^ould ftate 
muft arifc only fro^n general rccoUcftion, There were two 

fading 
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leading points in the fpeech of his Right Hon. Friend^ on 
the motion for the Addrefs to his Majefty, viz. That no (hips 
that had failed with convoy had been captured; and that 
there were not any materially delayed for want of convoy. 
He bad reafon to believe his Right Hon. Friend did not 
make that afiertion without much inquiry into factsi or 
without having reafon to be believed in the truth of it ; and 
he would further fay, he had not heard any thing yet to con- 
tradifl that ftatement. He himfelf would alfo make inquiry, 
and he ihodld be ready to difcufs the fubje£l, and to fee whe- 
ther there was anv matter for blame on any perfon. But that 
was another queuion — ^Whether any material negl^St had 
been manifeft, and whether any (hips had been really taken in 
confequence of infufficient convoy, were the queftions now 
for inquiry ; not whether any fliip or (hips had been taken at 
any time or place, fmce the commencement of the war: 
That would be too extravagant a propofition to be debated, 
ibr we could not cover the feas with our fleets, nor be fecqrc 
againft the inclemency of the feafons, fuch as contrary winds 
and tempefts. All thefc obfervations he applied to the Baltic 
fleet, but did not (late whether any had been loft* He next 
took notice of what had been faid rcfpe£ling the Quebec 
fleet : It was admitted that it was not taken, nor any part of 
it, and therefore, fo far, there was no inftance of contradidion 
ih what had fallen from his Right Hon. Friend. Whether the 
fhip under whbfc convoy they came, was equal to the undertak- 
ing, he could not tell,but he (hould be inclined to believe it was* 
Until fomething ftronger than bare aflertion was advanced to the 
contrary. If any of the Quebec fleet deftined for foreign 
ports were taken, it mull have been after they feparated from 
their convoy ; and they were very few. With regard to the 
fleet that was faid to be waiting for its convoy, he did not re- 
collcft exaflly any thing as to the date. He could not pledge 
himfelf to prove that no (hips, literally fpeaking, had at all 
waited for a convoy, for he did not know cnouj^h upon that 
fabjeft to fpeak with certainty what might have occurred. 
But he muft obferve, that nothing was eafier than to ftate 
dates when fome fliips were ready to fail, when they did fail, 
atid when the convoy was ready *, but that \var» not enough, or 
any thing like it, to ena'ble any man to coiidude v/hether or 
/lot there was any negligence in providinji; the convoy } that 
would depend ujTon the r^queft of merchants when tliey 
might be ready, when agree to fail — whether the winds were 
fiair, and a thoufand other circumftances, none of which ap* 
pearcd in the prcfcnt cafe. With regard to the licet for the 
Mediterranean, h^ recollerted perfeclN t!iai the delay arofc 
' y 7, on 
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on account of the neceflity there was to make inquiry into* 
flie force of the enemy, and thefe were ,the principal points 
that had been mentioned by the Right Hon* Gentleman. 
With regard to the circumftancc of there having been fix 
Trench frigates fix days in pofleffion of the channeli he would 
not difguife the truth, but it was eafily to be accounted for ;-- 
but he had no hefitation in faying, that, the whole of the cir* 
cumfiances taken togetheri our luccefs was beyond the moft 
i&nguine expc£tations, and beyond that of any other war. 
We could not undertake to make all our efforts uniformly 
iViccefsfuJ^ and be fure there never (hould be any part where 
die enemy might not for a time be our fuperior ; and fup* 
pofing the faA to be fo, upon whom was blame to attach for 
it ? When intelligence arrived that the French were in the 
channel, our fleet had returned to refit, after having been 
long at fea without feeing the enemy. And it was to be re- 
colle£ked, that the French^ from the very nature of their 
^tuation, having abandoned all their foreign pofleffions, while 
we wene groteSing ours, could concenter their force to any 
particular objeft, and change it when they pleafed, and there- 
fore this temporary fuperiority was not at all to be wondered 
at. We had at this time a greater force than iKe enemy, al-^ 
though they had the ftart of us fo much at the commencement 
of the war. It was well known, that before we armed at all^ 
the French had fixteen fail of the line in' the Mediterranean ; 
that Cnce that time we had jprotefted and fafely brought home 
all our valuable Eaft India fleet, and prote£led our weft Indian 
trade, and with all the multiplicity of objeAs before us — with 
all our trade and territories to proteS — with all the viciflitudes 
of feafons in a variety of climates — with all our exertions in 
the Mediterranean, where we had fent a large fleet, the efibrts- 
of which gave fuch general fatisfa£^ion — yet with all this we 
had fifty (ail of the line. Gonfidering all thefe things, this 
country had, in his opinion, great reafon to triumph in the 
fuccefs of its maritime power^ efpecially whcT) we recollefir 
the decifive blow we had given to the maritime power of 
France at Toulon, iand that we had been able to block up the 
•i^hole of the Mediterranean until that was effcfkcd.^ We.had: 
been out for a great length of time, and ready for a£lion' 
againft their whole naval force. Did the enemy ever meet 
' us ?— Never. After being out for a long while, and looking^ 
for the enemy in vain, it became neceflary to return, and then 
the enemy were able to colleft their force, and concentrate it 
into one point, and have a temporary fuperiority. ."If the 
enemy would not engage with us, and we could not meet 
u'ith them, the fault was not ours. As to the want of in- * 

formation^ 
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formadon* and the idea that from the publtcity of fome oF 
the proceedings of Franae, it was eafy to obtain knowledge of 
what they intended to do, that appeared to him to be founded 
on a very fuperficial mode of thinking* It was not that be* 
Caufe they a^ded all the opennefe and candour of a demo- 
cracy, that in fa£k they were one. The faft was direftly the 
leverfe 5 by the prclcnt fyftcm of government in France^ 
there was as much capacity for fecrecy) and they had as miich 
power over every article of property, and over tne afbiona an^t 
perfon of every individual, as ever was poflefled, and mose 
than ever was poflefled by the tnoft defpotic monarch upo» 
carA ; and therefore he was not very uneafy under the char^ 
of want of information as to the intentions of the French* 
But as it was probable that this fubjeA will be difcufleft. 
again, he need not fay any thing fbrther upon it till that 
time. 

' Admiral Gardner defended the eonduA of the Board of 
Admiralty. He gave an account of various convoys that KaJ- 
been fent out, and had fafely condu£ted fleets laden widi 
merchandize of great vahie. -At the fame time he dated the 
impoflibility of preventing the French,* fo long as they were 
in the pofieflion of Cherbourg, from makuig defcents upon 
our coaft, though the whole channel was covered with- 
cruizers j for they could get under way in the night, and re- 
turn by the next morning. The Admiral read a ktter front* 
the Matter of Lloyd's Coffee-houfe to Mr. Stevens of the Ad- 
miralty^ ftating, that almoft all the vi£tualling fleet were 
fefe arrived, either in the viver,, or fome of the weftcrn? 
ports, one oinly having been taken by the enemy«. 

Mr. Fox having cxpreiied great fatisfaAion on hearing that 
Hone of the vi£lualling fliips were taken, took notice of all 
that had been faid by the Chancellor of the £xche<)uer, whofc 
anfwers he declared had been evafive and unfatisfa£tory* 
Mr. Fox maintained the principal points whkh he had infiftedk 
4n before^ namely, that fixteen fail of the Baltic fleet bad 
actually been taken. It was true, he fatd, they were fep»- 
tated iTom their convoy, that was the very thing he com- 
plained of,, for the convoy feparated from the whole fleet, andi^ 
the whole had nearly been captured, but £xteen of them were 
aftually taken ; to fay therefore they were not under convoy 
when they were taken, was an unworthy quibbt^v fince the 
very reafon of the complaint was their not having been pro- 

?erly convoyed. The obfcrvation made by the Right Hon« 
ientleman on the government of France, did not lend to de- 
fcribe it as a government of anarchy> fince the Right Hon*. 
Ccntieman. had admitted diat it poflefled great power, great 
^ fecrecy^ 
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iecTtcy, and all the properties o£ abfolute defpolifin. He 
moil certainly did not himfelf think it a government of an- 
archy ; he ftated it to be a furioos and a rigid tyranny, the 
moil complete defpotifm that ever exifted, Much» Mr. Fox 
obferved^ had been faid of our great fuccefs (ince the com-. 
mencement of the war ; the Right Hon. Gentleman afcribed 
every thing to our prodigious efibrts i he had denied that Ve 
commenced the war with advantage, inafimich as the French 
had commenced their preparations fo early as 0£tober 179a ; 
but he (hould recoUedl, that it was one of Briflbt's charges 
9gain(l the Minifter of Marine, that the promifed preparation 
was not €Se£kcd. When the prelent war was entered upon» 
we had as allies, not only Spain and Holland, but almoft 
every Power in Europe againft France Cngle ; and the Right 
Hon. .Gentleman boafts of the fuperiority of the Englifli fleet 
over that of France, when in tfie late war this country 
maintained her naval fuperiority, not only over France finely^ 
but united with Spain, Holland, and America: Whea 
this fuperiority of our fleet, and our naval exertions, were 
fpoken fo much of, the Right Hon. Gentleman quite forgot 
tne naval exertions of our allies Spain and Holland; but he 
fuppofed ,vire (hould hear of them on a future day« when 
there {hould be a propofal for paying for them. If ever 
tliere was a period when we had a right to <. pe£l complete 
prote£iion to our commerce — if ever there was a period when 
we had a right to expeft fuperiority at fea — if ever there was 
a period in which that ought to be manifefted to the world — 
if ever (here was a period in which we ought to benefit by our 
fuperiority at fea — the prefent was that very period. Let us 
then ceaie to boaft of our prote£lion to commerce, but endea-* 
vour to extend it. What anfwer had been given to his aflcr- 
tion concerning the fix French frigates being matters of the 
channel? Should there not have been in all the provident ma- 
nagement of our naval power fome arrangement that would 
have prevented this ? But it was impoflible to have anv intel- 
ligence of what the French intended to do: True; out we 
could have intelligence of what they or any other people at 
war with us were likely to do ; which was that of cruizing in . 
the channel if there was no force to oppofe them. But our 
navy was fuperior to that of the enemy now, fo that nothing 
need be dreaded in that refpeft. " Wliy, yes,'* faid Mr. 
Fox, ^^ the fuperiority of our navy is unqueuionable, and no 
man rejoices in tliat circumftance more than I do. But it 
would be ftrange indeed, if it were othcrwife. It would be 
ftill more ftrange if this country, with Spain and Holland, 
united againft France^ Grgly aud dillndlcd, we could nor 
4 * mainta*V 
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maintain a JTupcriority in our navy. That wc ffiall be inferior 
t9 the French in our navy can never happen. No nalfinanagc-r 
ment, no incapacitj,.no inattention, no imbecility in any 
adminiftrationi be it ever fo weak or ever fo inattentive to its 
duty, can ever give the French a fuperiority over us at fca.** 
He ftill maintained, however, that none of his bbjediions had 
been fully anfwereJ, and that it had not been proved that any 
thin? he had dated was unfounded or untrue. 

ne Chancillor of the Exchequer faid, the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman had gone too far when he mentioned any treaty be- 
tween the naval powers alluded to ; No naval power had beeA 
fubfidized by us ; and the aid of our naval allies had not 
been of fuco a nature as to dlfengage any part of our owii 
naval force. The attentiop of Holland had been necefTarily 
dire£ked to her own continental defence, and confequently 
too much to its army, to leave any room for exertion by fea ; 
we had, therefore, the trade of Holland to protect, in addi- 
tion to our own. The naval exertions' made by Spain had, 
indeed, been ^eat and honourable, efpecially at Toulon, 
but that could not enable us to concentrate our force at home. 
If we had not fent into the Mediterranean a fleet fuperjor to 
the French fleets the important advantages arifing from the 
farrender of Toulon would not have been obtained ; for the 
Spaniih fleet, although fitted out with great difpatch, was 
ooliged by ficknefs to eo into port \ and it was only by Lord 
Hood's being able to block up the French flect'^in Toulon, 
and prevent any fupplics of provifions from afriving, that tlic 
place was compelled to furrender. The general conduft of 
the campaign, ne would leave to the impartial judgment of 
the Houfe* and of the country; but if brought forward as 
matter to be examined on any future f^cafion, he trufted, he 
fliould be able to prove, that, far from aflfording any ground 
for inquiry or cenuirc, it had furniflied much' ground of fur- 
prife and congratulation. 

. Mr. Sheridan difavowed any intention of going into any ar- 
gument upon the refolution before the Committee ; he rofe 
merely to make a few obfervations, and he would do it as 
fliortly as poflible. He thought the Right Hon. Gentleman 
had forgotten fome of his own treaties, clfe he muft have re- 
collected, that the Neapolitan (hips of war were to be paid by 
us for carrying Neapolitan troops to Toulon. Whether or 
not it was fit to keep fo great a fleet in the Mediterranean, 
after Lord Hood was in pofTefTion of Toulon, would be fit 
matter of difcufiion when the bufinefs of Toulon came to be 
Inquired into. That event of the war, which was one of the 
l^gft important features of ^ naval campaign, muft como 

under 
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voder difcuffioo i ^nd akhough he did not mean to wejudge 
the cafe, he could not help (aying, that the capture ot Toulon 
would be the greateft curie upon the country that it had erer 
experienced} for he did not doubt that it would ftimnlate the 
Trench to a regeneration of their nary, and that we ihould 
flext year hare reafon to lament our fuccefs in this, mftance* 
"Hie Right Hon. Gentleman fpoltd of the naval exertions of 
Spain as in fad of no ufe ; and, contrary to all the ibnner 
^durations of miniilers^ affirmed, that the turrender of Toulon 
waft not obtained by die loyalty of the inhabitants, but bv 
ibrce and famine. A Right lion. Gentleman (Mr. Dundas) 
whom he was forry not to tee in his place, had qontradifted 
the ftateroent of a noble Lord (Lord Wycombe) of the de-» 
fencclefs fituation in which Halifax had been left» and hidp 
ahxt there were 4,000 men to defend it. A letter from 9 

(erfon in whom Ivt could confide, dated Halifax^ Dec. 7tlH 
aced the diftrefled fituation of the inhabitants, who were in 
the utmoft alarm from want of a proper naval force to prote£k 
their trade, that every fhip which had failed from thence, for 
fome time pad, had fallen into the hands of the enemy: 
That the Ambufcadc French frigate had been permitted t^ 
icour the coaft, and had fitted out,, as armed vdTelsy feveral 
of her prizes to cruize »;ainft the trade : That Admiral 
Soufflet, with three (hips of the line, had been on that coaft ^ 
that it had been his intention to take Su Peter's and Cape 
Sreton, and winter at Louifbourg, and pay them a vifit ia 
the fpring, and that then he could meet no refiftance. Mr. 
Slieridan read the letter, which faid, that ther? was only one 
frigate at Halifax, two companies of artillery, two of in* 
fantry, and three hundred volunteers unfit for any fer<» 
Tjce. 

Thi Cbancelhr of thi Exchequer faid, he did not recollect 
that his Right Hon. Friend had faid any thin^ more than that 
there was a fufficient force at Halifax to repel an attack at the 
time an attack was fuppofed to be threatened. P^t pf 
that force had been afterwards fent to the Weft Indies ; but by 
the exertions of the Governor, and the loyalty of the inhabit- 
ants, it was foon replaced : And that the information received 
from the Governor differed materially from that ftated by 
the Hon. Gentleman^s correfpondent. 

Admiral Gardner faid, one frigate was fufficient for Halifax 
during the winter, when the harbour was frozen up» and an 
enemy could not approach. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, the exertions of the Governor, and the 
loyalty of the inhabiunts, had produced the 300 unferviceable 
recruits mentioned in his letter. The plan of the enemy waa 

not 
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not to attack it in the wiftter, but iti the fpriogt before any ad- 
ditional force could be fent to it. 

Lord Wycombe faid, he (hould have anfwered the aflertion of 
the Right Hon. Secretary* (Dundas) on the firft day of thd 
feflion, when it was made, if the rules of the Houfe had per- 
mitted. If no addition had been made to the means of de- 
fence which Halifax poffefled before the war, the naval ftores 
there were open to the depredations of a very fmall force. 

Mr. Mincbin took notice of that part of Mr, Fox's fpeech 
which related to the captain of the Severn, the (hip appoint^ 
cd to convoy the Quebec fleet. He faid, he was well acquaint- 
ed with the circafnftances of the return of that fleet, becaufe a 
relation of his, againft whom he was forry to hear any thing 
infinuated, though not faid, commanded the convoy. T& 
voyage to Quebec was the firft voyage of the Severn ; flie had 
been feparated from the merchantmen by a gale of wind of 
feveral days continuance, fuch as no one of the officers on board 
bad ever experienced ; and returned to port fo much damaged, 
that (he was not fit for fea again till two months afterwards. 

Mr. Fox faid, the Hon. Gentleman totally mifconceived, 
and confequendy mifreprefented his words, in faying that He 
had thrown out any inlinuation to the prejudice of the officer 
who commanded uie (hip appointed to convoy the Quebec 
fleet. The time required to repair the damages of the (hip 
tended only to prove what he had ftated, viz. that (he was 
mfufficient. 

Tie Lord Mayor con&nned what had been faid by the Chan- 
ceHor of the Exchequer as to fuccefsful prote£lion aiibrded the 
difllerent fleets of merchantmen by a variety of convoys. 

Mr. Alderman Anderfon faid, the merchants trading to the 
Baltic were all highly fatisfied with the protection aflForded to 
the trade, and the punctuality of convoys ; if any merchant'* 
men had been taken, that was not the fault of the convoy, but 
of the captains of the merchantmen, who would not wait till 
the convoy thought proper to fail. 

ilr M, White Ridley reminded the Houfe that he was not 
only a Member of Parliament as reprefentative for Newcaille, 
but was concerned in its trade and commerce ; therefore he 
deemed it his duty on the part of his conftituents to declare, 
that the trade of that place had been better prote£led (ince the 
commencement of the prefent hoftilities than it had been in 
any former war. This, in point of juftice, he felt himfeljf 
bound to afcribe to the vigour and exertions of the executiv^^ 
govemmeift. 

' Mr* Brandling aUb (aid, the people of Newcaftle had nevc^ 
found fach prot^ion aflTorded to trade in any former war. 
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Sdre% iK)t to make peace widioat reftoring to him the terrn 
tones he had loft. 

FoT the fiike of argument, Mr. Fox iaid» he wonld admit 
tha^ the reftoration of SaToy to the King of Sardinia was ne-. 
ce&ry to the balance of £urope> and tbit no peace ought to 
be fhade with France but upon that condition. Why, eren 
in that cafe, fetter ourfelves with an engagement which we 
could not pofiihly know that we iho^ld be able to fulfil? 
"When the time ot treating for peace came, with how nmch 
more advantage, and how much more honour to ourfelvesf. 
Iboidd we not have been -enabled to treat, without the dog of 
this convention upon us ? Then might .die minifter have faid 
with an air of dignity, ^^ The Kiilg of Sardinia is not to be 
opprefled becaufe he is weak. In all the tranfafHons of ns^ 
tionSf juftiqe is to be regarded as welt as power. The reftora*- 
tiqn of Savoy is demanded by juftice, and eflential to the 
future tranquillity of Europe. We iliall liften to no propo* 
fitions for peace of which this is not a preliminary."^— With 
bow much more advantage and honour might we thus have 
ftipulatttd for the reftoration of Savoy, if this miferable treaty 
bad never been made ? We fliould then have ftood forward as 
the protestors of the weak, and the defenders of the balance 
^ power. Now, we had not given, but fold our afiiilance to 
die King of Sardinia — and >fold it for what ? For nothing. 
ICnifters having done this, hthI the Houfe having lan&ioned 
it, they were next to call upoa^ p^le of England to pay 
a fubiidy of aooyoobl. He knew, Mr. Fox faid, that m every 
war to be carried on by a confederacy, the weaker powers 
whom we engaged in that confederacy muft be paid by us : 
But we were not certainly to pay them all ; nor thofe whom 
we did, for defending themfelves f Did we fuppofe, on the 
prefentoccafion, that the King*of Sardinia had no inclination 
^o defend his own dominions! If we did, our money Jhouid 
bave been aiked for as a grant, not as a ftipulation, which 
was to involve us in difficulties of a thoufand times more 
coofeqiience than the value of our money. We could not, 
however, fuppofe that the King of Sardinia was not inclined 
to^ defend himfelf, without our paying for it. Our treaty, • 
therefore, was not a purchafe, for we did. not buy the King 
of Sardinia's inclination i nor was it a gift, for we, the givers^ 
qawe under an obligation to the party. to whom we gave. It 
might be faid, that the treaty bound the King of Sardinia to 
continue the war as long as we might think fit, even after he 
himfelf might wifli to conclude it. If this was what we had 
gained by th^ treaty, would not the neutrality of the King of 
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.knofbis qfirttons%y From the precedent read from the Joiir- 
nals» £arl 2>tanhope proceeded to obferre, that the bill for re- 
. vetfing the attainder againft Alderman Cornifh originated in that 
UottfC) paiied in the courfe of four davs, and was fent down to 
ihe Commons for their concurrence. Flie attainder againft Al^ 
^cnaonSydney and William Ruflelififq. commonly called Lord 
'R«0el9 were alfo repealed bv a fimilar procefs^ in confequenck 
of the recommendation of ais Majefty to' the Houfe to take 
the fame into its confideration. Thefe were die grounds on 
wJiidi he would bring forward his motion with refpe^ to 
JIAr. Musrttthe proceedings againft whom he pronounced to be 
pf the moft extraordinary, and, in his mind, the.moft uniuftifi* 
^c fiat ore that ev^r came before a court of juftice. In this 
unexampled trial, their Lordfliips muft be furprifed to hear» 
Hhat the Lord Advocate was fufiered to bring forward ensry 
collateral £a£b and circumftance which he thought neceflary tb 
/criminate the.patmel, or, agreeably to the phraftology of At 
Engliih courts, the defendant ; and though the moft prominent 
of thefe collateral fa£is brought s^ainft the pannel on hU ttiai 
were not charged in the indi^ment, ftill the pannel, who, ac^^ 
cdrdiiig to law and juftice>i ought to have been allowed to have 
availcfl himfelf of the circum(&nce, was not admitted to do fo^ 
the Lord Advocate declaring, that if all the fa£ks neceflary to 
fupport the charge were there infertcd, the indiflment would . 
cover thet walls of the court. What, he aiked, would their Lord^ 
(hips fay totheManagers of the impeachment, if they had omitted 
feveralof their moft important charges againft Mr. Uaftings in 
the articles* and afterwards attempted to prove him guilty of 
fuch charges i Surely their Lordfliips would not fuffer them to 
proJEt hy their own negligence, becaufe, forfooth, they might 
have apologifed for their remiiTnefs, by faying, that the intro* 
du&ion of fuch charges in the articles of the impeachment 
would have occafioned them to extend to fuch a length, that 
they would have covered the walls of Weftminfter Hall. 

Nothing in his mind* the Earl faid, could be more abfturd, 
or derogatory to the principles of law, or of common fenfe. 
Sutthc principle, when attempted to be efiaUiihed on the im- 
peachment, was four fevcral times repelled by their Lordfliips 
tn tjif! oafe of Warren Haftings, in the inftances that he would 
mention. Mr* Haftings was charged by one of the Managers 
with haying afted criminally in laving received ftz lacks of 
rupees from Kelleran. The pioduAion of this evidence was 
objected .to by Mr. Law, the counfel for the prifoner, becaufe 
the fa£k was not charged in the impeai^ment ) whereupoii 
their I^iordfliips. adjourned to their Chamber of I^irtiament, and 
ifter debate rc(Qlved that fuch evidence W9« inadmiflibk for- 
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the reafoo alEgned. On the igch of April 1790, the Ma* 
nagen interrogaied a witnefs, whether or not more oporeffioii 
did not exift undev the new inftitutions eftabliflied by Mr. 
Hafting8, than under the old forms that |>revailed before his 
aniv^l in India ? The queftion was alfo objeAed to by the 
counfel far Mr. Haftings, becaufe the charge was not con^ 
tained in the impeachment, though he admitted that the 
word ** opprel&ou'' was inferted in the articles. Mr. Plo- 
mer contended, that the Managers could not come forward 
witKany charge founded on genml words, without fuch Aatrgc 
was ftated in full and precife terms in the impeachment. lar. 
Burke replied, by declaring, ^* that he did not contend that 
any fuch proceeding ibould be tolerated/' but ftill he infifted^ 
*^ that the Managers for the Houfe of Commons were not 
bound by the rules or forms of precedent inordinary cafes, and 
that Xuch privilege was their Magna Cbartay and therefore they 
were juftified in fuch proceedings ;" but when their Lordihips 
met in their Chamber of Parliament, they wifely and properly 
adheted to the Ariel principle of the law of evidence, and re- 
folved, that the Managers were not competent to call witnefles 
to any.fa£b not fpecifically charged in the articles of impetclw 
ment. His Lordihip next called the attention of the Houfe t» 
its further proceedings on the impeachment, when the Ma» 
nagers attempted to implicate Mr. Haftings in the enormi* 
ties of Deby Sing. Another effort to produce queftionable 
evidence againft Mr. Hailings was made in May 1790, on si 
eircumftance not charged in the impeachment \ all of which 
would appear to have been refifted by their Lordfliips in their 
Journals, on the fame grounds that they had objededj in 
the firft inftance, to hear wttnciTes againft the prifoner. His 
LordOiip read aftatementof what pafiedin WddminfterHaUi 
in each of the inftances he had ^ferred to, from his own notes 
taken during the trial, and mentictned the particular pages of 
the printed evidence, where they would be found, together 
with the rcfolutions of the Houfe on each occafion delivered 
in Weft minfter Hall by the Lord Chancellor, by their Lordfliips* 
directions. This was not only law, the Earl faid,but wasa maxim 
founded in the eternal principles of juftice. And if the admif^r 
fion of evidence, to prove fa£ts. could not be fufiered in the cafe 
of Mr. Haftings, who was to have months, and even years to 
prepare his defence, how much more forcibly did it apply to 
Mr. Muir, who was to anfwer on the moment ? But this was 
contrary to the extraordinary do£bines maintained by the Lord- 
Advocate> and countenanced by the Court of Jufticiary in Scot-» 
land. The law of Scotland, his Lordihip faid,aUowed a defendant 
fifteen days notii:e»«nd a copy of his indiOmenti that be might' 
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tendattt on the cxertiMit nudct it t^at fair to fay, Aat if the folr- 
^y paid to die fog of Btnlinta flio«ld appear itoote to fnrtbef 
the attatnsnentof that f^iceefc» tlm if the ^mc film were laid 
out in any other way, that fobfidy would in Mt be an aft of 
eeconomy. Headmittcd that filppliesforcarryingon'a war muft 
prefs hard on the peaftntry ; but, while he kmentcd like truth of 
the aygument>he mnft obferte that it waa u applicable to every 
odier war aa to thia. lite trite <{iieftion to be confldered wa9^ 
fluU we make every exertion of onr owtt| and dnw all poffible 
aiiliftance from every other power wd can bring on the hea4 of 
France, in a war the mod impoitant of any in which we eveir 
were engai ^ e d I If| when Sj^oo^ feamen were voted the other 
daV| 5000 mene had been aflred for, %oiild any man have ob^ 
jed:ed to the addition? Certainly nor. Yet a 200,000). fubfidy 
to the King of Sardinia, did not exceed the cKprnce of 5000* 
additional feamtn, and the afliftanee obtained by it was more 
tefiedbsal. With tefped to the fttpulation that peace fliouU 
not be conchidcd, without the reftoration of all the territories 
•f the JContra&iTig parties, it was the praftice in every fuch^ 
treaty. If we were not bound by treaty, we ^ould be bound 
hf policy, to prevent France from muhipljing her porta m the 
Mediterranean, by keeping pofleflioh of Vitle Tranche and 
Kic^. Bcfidta, we were aihe^ bound by the treaty with 
Naples to maintain a n«ra1 fon^e m that quarter. If we Ihould 
bring Vtance to negotiate for peace with a govermnenc, coa- 
ftdering itfelf tinder obligations to the combined poweta; or 
if we ihould compel die prefent anarchy of fVanoe to fue for^ 
peace, would not Nice and Savoy in either caft be vellored i 
fr unfortunately we ihould be obliged to treat on odier tenns 
than fccurity for the balance of power, all fecurity for our 
own tranquulity muft vairifli (a circumftance whkli he de- 
freditcd) ; but under fuch tnrcumftances the King of Satdimt 
%ould neither be able or willing to carry on the wav, nor wau 
it at all likely that he would deOre die continuance of it on our 
part. Whether, therefore, we were fueceAfol or unfuccGiF* 
lUl, our fti^ulations to the King of ^rdwiia colild'not nrilkatc 
agaiflft our mterefts ; and until Gentlemen flioi&kl think ptopor 
to prefer a deluriverepofe to a profpeA of (bcurityby vtgoroctt 
exertion, he truftcd the treaty urould be ag^peed to* 

JUr. Grtj faid, he rofe rather to obviate a miftoriception of 
what had fallen from his Right Hon. Friend. M whieh Scmde- 
men tin dieuther fide frequendy diofr 10 d#baie^ than widi 
any hope of enforcing the at^umentt ilready niraMsd againft 
the treaty by addilional reafoning upon the fubfed. /Neither 
his Right Hon. Friend, nor thdfe who ad«d with hhn, had 
t^red any dppofittea toigiving energy to pcofitciw die Mrar, if 
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ft v«re to b^ profe^tedj thef dM Ml AeitToire wMt to b^ 
confickrcd as ** ufelafs o{>p0fer8;"««»-» light in ftrfaichttto'Hoft 
tGentlenftan who fpoke laft l>ut one, had tho«fi;ht proper to 
liold thcM up. The qiieftky» then lb be debated was, ^ Waa 
A\s a fireaty cakulated to give energy to the war^" He 
<4eiiied that hia Right Hon. Friend 4iad tued the epkher, ^ ui*» 
^recedented /' but if hts Right Hoth Wiend had «fed that e^t 
jthet^ ht m^ft, Mn Giey laU^ heartnany more eirettoiftahoesy 
than had yet been ftated, befcMrp he eoutd thiidtdiat it did not 
•pplyi as well as the epithets alfm^d Trndi/nfttk^eit^ To prov^ 
^y refemblanee in point of precedent- between this and fois- 
«aer treattesiit mitftJbepftHPed that they were coneiuded under 
fcireumftanees nearly fimilar. AH the arguoienta of Gentle** 
enen on the other fide had proeeeded oo tne prefiimptien diat 
they were fo. At the time of conckidhig one of the tueatiei 
referred to ( 1 703 )» inftead of inding the Vang of Sardinia afh^'- 
ally engi^ged in a war widi Prance, aUd part of his territories 
fakes from him) we found ham the aUf of France, -and fav^ 
liim the terms ftipulated in that titety to wididraw him noiia 
France, The terms ftipulatedi ibereforc) might properly ba 
iCon$dered as the price of bietdtiog his alliance mth Fraoc<$^ 
Md taking part with ua» Itt defiaidt oi other argim^oty tte 
favourite topic was reforted to^ whicki^ as had been htftly fnxig 
made mens paffipns inihvfik their teifoa; a«d the {{o^ie was 
told that die anarchy of France wis naore dangerous than the 
ambition of ]>ottis AlV. What Was die natiue of our con^ 
teft with that tQonareh/ A conteft for oul^ conQitution and . 
our Kbertr; for the pojiitkal exifl^ce and the independenefe 
of every ftajb( in Europe^ What ntore could mix conteft be 
now} At the time of concludiii^ fike treatv of Worms> the 
King of Sardinia was engaged in war* and had loft part of hia 
ibminions. To diat trtatVii howetpri the Queen of Hungary^ 
our ally, was a pirty. £>id it appear that our prefent alltea . 
were parties to the prefent treaty r If die precedent were as 
apt as (ScRtlemen could deOne* did it JFollow, that a bad treaty 
concluded tben« would juftify concluding a bad treaty now? 
One dtfetence between ih$ two treaties was ih'iking) in the 
ffomier^ there were three oohtraftin^ powers | in the prefent^ 
icwo onVf ; Admtttingy then, that, for the prcfervation of the 
JMance of power) it were oeceflary to prcfesye Sardinia entire^ 
^ flionld apply, not to gaidini^i bat to other powefSi Had 
l^e ib done m die prefent inftange^ there had Wen a greatier 
^milatity between the two treaties. He admitted that Saroy 
loughttp b^ recovered for ^he King of .Sardinia, But this 
pught tp be m^de a general obje£jb of ^ cpnjedera^y againft . 
^r^ccj as wa$ don^ by the treaty of Worms. The other 
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<ona|biT|l4 power^' fBighl )istre^ coneurred with u$ in thU-ob^ 
je£l ; but this did not appear by 3oy information of whk}i the 
Houfe was in poiTcflfions .and undl he was afiured of it he muft 
confider the^prefent treaty a# iniquitous and abfurd. Was it 
neceffsary to give all that was^ given by the treaty to the King 
.of Sardinia, to induce him to join the grand alliance i If it 
.was neceiTary^ he fiioald ftiti complain that in j^iving it we 
boun4.QUr^^)ves down to ^erms injurious tp our own interefts. 
It qi^rtatnly.tf^ fomething lingular, that thofe minifters who 
faw Sa^y ta|&en from the K^ng of Sardinia, and who^ after 
it yri^ t^keih-boailed of their neutrality, and had been ready to 
.treat, with the French after its cc^queft, without mentioning 
At (as was evident from the cprrcfppndence between Lord 
GrenviUe and. MonGeur Chauvdiin), now come forward, and 
talk of its importaace, after they have prevailed on the King 
of Sardinia to accept of a fubiidy, coupled with a (lipulatioa 
,that it ihouki be recovered, and demand the alTent of the 
Ifoufe to their treaty. It had been deemed common-place, 
;Mr* Grey fai<}, to.fpesJc- of the -cxpenccj but he for one, 
although he did not grudge the 2oo,oool. a year, would not 
agree to takea.ilulling out pf the ppcket»of his conilituents, 
already burdened more thftx^^f. any former period, to make good 
a treaty concluded.withoot a4ue regard to the benefits they were 
to receive^ in return for (he ftipiilacigns they had entered into. 
Mr\- Canmng • rofe,. fpr the firft time, to deliver his fenti- 
me^i^io that liqufe. He.begaa.with obferving, that if the 
^queflion were ^ to be -s^rgued on. the mere narrow ground of 
faking the treaty intp contideratiqn.abllractedly, and difcufling 
it iipon its abilra£l merUsc.Iv: fhpuld certainly have leftjt in 
other and abler h^inds^; >ut the U^aty having a much more 
^extentjvc references and being tp^be copfidered, not as ^ mere 
mercantiFe tranfa£tion, |n. which ^bf .Qx^£l proportion of pro** 
fit and lofs of wh^at wa#.tp;,t>ei ^vepi and what gained, were 
to be minutely b&lancedi) He truded befhould be exculed for 
prefuming to offer hiftif^if to the attention of the Houfe, 
Looking at the treaty itfe)f, there were but two poflible ob* 
jeflions could be made to it i the one was, that under all 
cxifting circumftances it ought Qot to be made at all, and 
therefore could not po^ibly be right ^ the othpr» that on com* 

• Mr. Cunning was educated "at Eton, ttt the hvSt time as the Hon, 
|. B. Jenkinfon, w'nh wfaom he hM Always livrd in hahittof the greateft 
intimaeyt and it is faid, he ha^ been i>ietucht into Parliament through 
Mr. Jenkinfon^a intereft. Mr. Canning is the young gentlenutn on whofe 
promifin^ talents and abilitres Mr. 3^rid:m pafTed fo warm and clecant 
an eulogiom two rcflions fince, in the courfe of the debate in which Mr. 
Jenkinfvn imprefled the Htjufe of Commons fo forcibly by the eloqutnce 
fUid knowlcdge.dif|day«d in^iisfirft fpeccb lit ParliaoDcot. 
. * .. 3 ' . - paring 
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pjiring it with: fimtlar treaties that precedcfQ it> it muft be 
deerofid bad> inafmuch as it propofed a greater price for Cnii^ 
Jar advantages^ pr accepted of a lefs return for a umilar reward. 
Upon the . firll pf .lihefe grounds, he had not heard any 
<^ntlenian attempt to rely, and thereifore it was whollj 
AinneceiT^r]^ for him to offer any argument in its fupport. 
With tefp^dt to the fecond pbjc£lioi], he had been at fbrnc 
j)aiQS in comparing the prefent with preceding treaties, and he 
^ivas free to confeS he was unable to difcover tliofc defe£b fo 
ftrongly infifted on. He was ready to admit, that the treaty 
cf Worms was not exa&ly fimilar in principle $ but thjcre was 
one treaty as yet untouched upon, which, he conceived, would 
4n thp moft complete manner meet every principle upon 
which ihe prefent was founded. He alluded to the treaty of 
1758, concluded between this country and the then King of 
JPruiBa ;.. who, in the midft of a war, in which be was involved^ 
was actually fublidized by us to the amount of 670,000!. per 
^nnum,' and the^ounds upon which tl)is lubfidy was exprefly 
ilated tobe granted,* were thefe three ; I'hat he was oppreflei 
by enemies, who had attacked him on all fides ) that he was 
in appearance Unable to refift themj and that his overthrow 
would be dcftrtt£tiye, to the balance of power in Europe : 
Here then was a precedent, eftabliOiing bodi the principle and 
fa£fc upon which the prefent treaty was founded ; a precedent 
which, it mud be remembered, was carried not only without 
oppofition, but wi|h triutnph> through that Houfe, and 
^received , the united Suffrage of the whole nation. The 
.queftion then was concerning the balance of power, and how 
far it was conne^ed with the neceiCty of granting that fub- 
fidy. He would a(k whether this quedioii was more likely to 
avail in taking the money out of the pockets of our ignoraut 
peafantry, than that which concerned their deareil itucreils. 
and on which depended their very exiftence? Could it have 
been dated to them, that the balance of power depended otf, 
their putting (heir hands in their pockets to aifid a man com«i 
paratively as poor as themfelves; or was it likely that they 
ihould underftand the fubjedb better, than when told, that in 
fubfidizing the King of Sardinia, they were contributing to 
their immediate prefervation ? It having been admitted, on 
all hands, that the King of Sardinia was too poor, and too 
impotent, to carry on the war alone; the qucflion was, 
whether we ihould fupport him, or whether inafmuch as it 
was fuppofed the Earl of Yarmouth had. negotiated bcft be- 
caufe he had cod us nothing, fo we were to fuppofe the King 
of Sardinia wpuld fight the better becaufe he was left unpaid? 
He did not mean any perfonal (difrcfpe£l to the Right Hon. 
Centlexnaa to whom he alluded ; but^ according to his argu- 
ment. 



^ti WOdDFALL'S PAKLIAMtMtAllY tLEPtilM, [C^uniltii' 

apprehended, that if we did not proceed with the ' ntmoft 
Yigoor, we might expcd an invaGon of our iiland. 

The Aidcrman faid| he had hearj doubts entertained of the 
legality and propriety of the manner in which the UcfCan 
troops had been hnded in diis country: He thought it x 
natter highly neceflary, and therefore laudable. So far was 
he from feeling any uneafinefs on this occafion, that he 
're]6iced at it$ and he hoped that more of them^ or other 
foreirn troops, would conie here, for they might all be wanted 
for the protedion of England againft an invafion. He did 
not call upon the minifter to explain the' reafon why thefe 
Heflian troops were landed here : No doubt he had a good 
reafon for it, and poflibly that might be an- appreheniion 
of invafion. He hoped they ihould all join and concur ia 
opinion on the propriety of doing every thing in public and in 
)>rivate to fupport the war, to the utmoft of the power of 
every man in the country. The prefcnt war was certainly 
diftln6l and difierent from every other war we had ever been 
engaged in *, it was a war for the protedion of all civil focietyx 
The Alderman declared, therefore that he fhould vote for the 
minifter, in order to fupport it $ and he trufted it would be 
conduced wifeljr, till it ihould be brought to a happy and 
honourable termmation. 

The queftion for referring the treaty between his Majefty 
and the King of Sardinia to a Committee of Supply, wa« 
put and earned : As was alfo a loan> to be raifed by£xche* 
quer bills. 

The Houfe then immediately refolved itfelf into a committee 
of the whole Houfe, to confider of a fopply to be granted to 
his Majefty; and the Tefolution for allowing his Majefty the 
fumof two hundred thoufand pounds, to enable his. Majefty 
to make good his engagement with the King of Sardinia^ 
pafled immediately. 

Mr. Yar ke fut a (hort queftion to the minifter, and die 
fubftance of the anfwer given by die Chancellor of the Ex-* 
chequer was. That in the coiirfe of a long and laborious cam«* 
paign, the force of the King of Sardinia had been confiderably 
diminifhed, but his Sardinian Majefty had moft unqucftion-^ 
ably made very confiderable exertions on hi» pan for the 
common caufe. 

The Chancelhr of the B»eheqifer then moved two refolutions^ 
to allow his Majefty four millions five hundred thouiand 
pounds for the prefent ycsir/ by loan on Exchequer bills i 
which were put and carried. . * 

The report was ordered to be received^ 

CONFIS- 
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CONFISCATION OF THE PROPERTY OF FORElGNas IN FRANCE, 
The Hodfe being refumed, , 

The Chancellor af the Exchequer dcfircd their moft ferioug 
attention. He faid, 

That a circumftance had come that day to his knowledge, 
from authority on which he had reafon to rely, which from its 
very lingular nature he thought it hi« duty at that moment to 
fubmit to the confideration of the Houfe, $ecaufe it was of fo 
uigcnt a kind as to require immediate attention. He had re- 
ceived intelligence which he might confider as authentic, that 
ttc French Convention had verified in point of fad, what 
lomc time ago exifted in this country as a rumour, not wholly 
credited at that time, but what was agreeable to the general 
fyftcm of French finance, and had a£lually pafied a decree, That 
all perfons without diftinAion, having any property in France, 
being foreigners, and all perfons in France having property in 
foreign funds, (ball give an account of it within a certain 
time, which, according to the fafhionable jargon of that 
country^ was to be put in ajtate of repiifition. The whole pro- 
pertyof every individual, from every country, holding any 
property in foreign funds, was to be taken into their hands im- 
mediately, and the proprietors were to be compelled to take in 
lieu of it their affignats in payment at par. And all the 
bankers and raonied men are bound, within a day, to give in 
an account of the property in their hands, and alio to declare 
the names and defcriptions of all other perfons who, to their 
knowledge, have, or are entitled to, any fuch property within 
a certain time, to be difpofied of in the fame way. Havine 
heard this, he confidered it as matter of great importance, and 
diereforehe dated it in this manner now. Gentlemen would 
feel the nature of the fubje& to be preiEng, and would there- 
fore turn it in their minds. He could not ftate it preciiely 
enough for the Houfe to rely on the whole of it, and ne could 
not now fay more than that he felt it his duty to give this 

Sneral information* The novelty and the delicacy of the 
\>}C& were obvious to him, and he^svas fure, to them all. If 
npon confideration of the fubje& it ibould appear neceflary 
for the Houfe to take any meafure with reference to this, it 
muft be important in every point of view to do it without 
delay. But whatever Reps were adopted, tliey might lofe their 
cScck if not adopted immediately. He might not be able 
to fubmit any thing the nezc day, but thefe circumftances being 
in their pofleflion, and tliis iii formation being laid before 
them, he (houid beg permifBon of the Houfe, to- avoid, further 
trouble and protra^ioD, to adjourn until nest day, in order 
Vol. L D d that 
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that in the coarfe of tw«ity-fouf liours ' Gentlemen might 
turn the fubje£l in their miniidy and then meet and take 
it into ceoMctitim on the Report of the Committee of 
Supply, 

The qn^ftion btt itcfeiviftg the Report of the Committee of 
Supply next day Wae then put and (Carried*. 
' The Houfe, on i^tkkbn, agrieed to g& into a ComBiikee of 
Supply on Mondiay. 

/ iurcouNTs OF salaries; &c, 
Mn. Sh&idm aflced the Chancelbr of the Exchequer 
whetberhe Jtad^any obfcdion to the papers laid that day.be-f 
fipiee the Houfe^ moved for by htm on a former day^ and relating 
^o/tihe di&re^t fahries and emoluments of different officers 
appointed! during thei/prefi^t war^ being printed i And whe^ 
t&er the (ame falaries were giren to Genend CTHara and 
Lord Hood, as lo Sir Gilbert Elliot I • ^ 

7he Cbancelhr of the Exchequer faid, thsit neidler General 
CHara nor Lord Hood were to haT« any falaries for their ap*' 
pointments at Toulon, nor any farther emoluments on tha| 
ttecQunt. *£ie had no objection fio having the papers alluded t# 
printed. 

They 'were ordered to be printed accordingly. 
Lord Tarmtiith profefied himfdf anxious to explain a mat** 
ier that might be mifconceived \ it referred to the account he 
had given the Honfe a few nights fince of the esipeaces of his 
foreign embaiTy. It was not his intention to have faid one 
yrdrd more tlian he had faid on the fufajed of his msffion to 
^le King of Fruifia, had it not been necefiary, for the reafoit 
tie had ftated. There were fb«e lams of money which he 
Mras direAed to enqdoy upon odier fervices, fuch as eftsfeftes,. 
&o. befides the mon^y €X]pended on his miffion* The whole 
amounted to 1566I.', he had faid on a former day he had kid 
out only a few hundreds. All that' he clahned was 800L or 
.900I. The otiier was adiftinfk futn, which he was direded 
to employ in other fervices. His only purpofe inftattng thefe 
points to the Houife was, to verify the aflertioas he had already 
made, and he trufted the Houfe would not be diifatisfied with 
this expbnQtioo* He begged leave to ftate alfo, what had 
•bceifc. granted on precifcly the fame fervice to Sir Andrew 
•Mitchel, whom he was obliged to follow, the King of Pruffi« 
-being then at the head of his army. In the courfc off the laft 
arrar> 1 200I. wm granted to him, and 3000I. afterwards for per- 
•fomnng that fcrvipe. His Lordlhip faid he did not claim any 
-xitgcee of merit tb himfelf, for this di&rence bcmeirn him 

and 
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and' Sir Andrew Mkclie{« TbcMipptobatioti of his Majefty 
for hia ftmce ha4-ivi2ide an impreiSoii on bis mindj fufficieatlf 
fari;i8f9£bo«]r« 

TRENCH OFFICERS. . 

Mttfoir MaUfsnd^ faid, he had reafon to iii^polc th^t thertf 
frere Froich officers upon the eftablifhment of the ftaiF, uadei: 
the Earl of Moira, 

The Chancellor of the Exch^qu^ faid^ he believed there were 
fame meritorious men of \&ax defcrlption with his ]liord(hipt 
from attachment t6 his Inordfhip and the caufe in which h« 
was enga^d; but what their offices were, or what their pay 
^as, he did notTuiow. 

Major Maitlani faid, that, however meritorious thefe Gen- 
tlemen might be, he conceived it tx> be perfcdly illegal) 
drat they ihould receive pay ef tlus ceuntry when at W4r with 
France. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas was of opinion, that an exceeding 
|rood rcafon might be affigncd for the employment of thofc 
officers. If any thing was moved upon this ful^jeil, he would 
be ready to anfwer it the next day- 

Mr. Whitbread laid, it was fingular enough, that a pradice 
ilated by bis Honourable Friend to be illegal, (hould not be 
anfwered by the minifters, nor even properly recoileftcd by 
them; they fcarcely feemed to know whether the faAs were 
or were not as ftated, or they might have given a plain anfwer 
to a plain queftion, 

Mr. Secretary Dttndas faid, he could not blame himielf for 
not recoUeding a circumftance, which until that hour he had 
never heard a word of. 

Major Maitland then faid* as the Houfe was to meet next 
day, he would then make a. motion on the fubje£l. 

NAVY. 

Mr. Habart brought up the Report of the Committee of 
Supply. . 

The Refolution for granting to his Majefty for the naval 
fervice of the prefent year, eighty-five thoui'and men, in- 
cluding twelve thoufand one hundied and fifteen marines^ 
being rend a firft time, and the qucdloh being put for the fe- 
i:ond reading, 

* Brother to the Earl of Lauderdale, a M<i]or in the army, and hai 
Termed in India, from whence he returned a few yeaw ago, and came ai- 
moft immediately into Parliaroenty aad hat fuppoj^ted the Opfoniionum- 
fotrmly from that tlnf <9 thif « 

D d a Mr. 
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Mr. Huffrf faid, he did not rife to give oppofmon to the Re» 
folution before the Houfe ; on the contrarv, it had his heartf 
concurrence ; but his objed was to know wnether it was really 
intended, that the whole of the eighty-fve thoufand (hould be 
hrne and mujlered with all convenient fpeed. He wifhed to 
have (bme afliirance that by all proper means the navy would 
be inereafed as much as poffiUe. He had for fome time had 
it under confideration^ wnether he fliould fay any thing or not 
fipon die fubje^i, being ftrongly convinced of the propriety of 
flrengthening our navy. Tlw honour of this country, and 
every thing great and dear to us in it, depended upon its 
ftrength. He had heard it faid by an Hon. Gentleman fMr. 
Ryder^I, if they were afked for an addition of five thoufand 
to the eighty-nve thoufand already voted, inftead of grant- 
ing two hundred thoufand pounds fubfidy to the King of 
Sardinia, it would have been granted. He agreed in this ob- 
fervation, for he muft plainly fay he could not help thinking 
that five thoufand men added to our navy, would be of in« 
finitely more fervice to us than any exertion of the King of 
Sardinia. If peace was to be obtained (and no man wimed 
for it more than himfelf ) upon fafe and honourable terms, it 
was to'be procured by the exertions of our navy; for the fe* 
curity of this country depended upon onr ^avy, and if this 
augmentation could l»e made, he thought it ought to be done. 
Every good man muft wifli it to be done. It was painful to 
him to fpeak at all upon fuch a fubje£k — ^but this was not a 
time to be filent. Every man ought to come forward and ftate 
his anxiety. Our naval force was great; we were at this time 
contending with one power only, with France. Were we 
fure we fhould have no more to contend with ?-*It was pof* 
fible we fhould, and for his part he thought it probable ; he had 
great apprehenfions on that account. 

Admiral Gardmr rofc to reply to what had fallen from Mr. 
HufTey* He declared that he faw no reafon why he (hould not 
anfwcr the qucftion that the Hon. Gentleman had put. There 
were at this prefent time from fcvcnty to fcventy-fivc thou- 
fand men borne and mtifieredy and what was wanting of the 
complement voted, would be completed as foon as poflible % 
the exertions in that department were greater than had been 
ever known before; the fliips were fitted out and completed 
f after than we could man them, a circumftatice which had 
never occurred at any former period. With refpcft to what 
had been faid upon the fubje£l of convoys upon a former 
night, he had fome documents, which would fully convince 
the Houfe, that the negle£t imputed to the Bohrd of Ad- 
miralty had been founded in miftake. With regard to the 

Baltic 
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Baltic trade^ he read the Minutes of the Admiralty* fUltng 
what convoys had been applied for, when fent, with what 
ihips^ and with what (hips they returned ; that, while under 
convoy, not one fingle veflel had been loft -, but that part of 
one convoy, under protection of the Lizard, had not obeyed 
the ufual fignals, but feparated from the fleet, and of this cis* 
cumftance, giving the names of the vefiels difobeying the 
Captain of &c Lizard, complaint was made at the Admiralty^ 
but no complaint had been made on the part of the merch^mt^ 
concerned in that trade. With regard to the Quebec fleets 
the fecond ground of complaint againft the Admiralty, he ftatedt 
that application had been made by the merchants to appoint 
aconvov tumect the fleet at the Ifle of Bic before the 8ch of 
September; upon this duty the. Melampus was ordered, but 
afterwards changed for the Arethufa, wmch arrived at the ap^ 
pointed place before the time appointed; but the fleet had 
failed before her arrival ; and if any of them were taken, it 
could by no means be imputed to any negle6}: at the Board of 
Admiralty. The fecond convoy from Quebec was by the 
Severn, who waited for the trade, at the requeft of the. 
merchants, tUl after the 25th of 0£lober% which was the oc'* 
cafion of the merchants being obliged to pay double infurance; 
the event of this was, that the fleet at that time failed under 
her convoy -, that part of it bound for Spain and Portugal by 
defire parted from the convoy in a certain latitude, and from 
the other part the Severn was feparated by a violent ftorm, la 
which the danger was fo great as to render it neceflary to 
throw part of her guns overboard to fave her. In this cafe^ 
there was no fhip taken, while under convoy* The othbr 
complaint was the delay of convoys | he ftatcd that the Welt 
India trade, the principal of it at lea(l« had failed under convoy 
according to appointment, the ad of May ; but that fome time 
after application was made, not in the regular maimer through 
the Chairman of the Committee of Weft India merchants^ 
but by fome individual, for a convoy for a part of the trade, as 
a matter of favour, and out of the ufual way i it was never* 
thelefs complied with ; and the reafon of their being detained 
fo late as Auguft, was to avoid the danger of arriving in the 
Weft Indies juft at the time of the hurricanes; fo that in no 
cafe had the contradidion to the ftatement made by his Right 
Hon. Friend (Mr. Dundas) been made out. 

Mr, FoM faid, he did not pretend to know where the blamo 
was due, but that as it was his intention to inquire more mi- 
nutely into the fubje£t, at prefent he only wifhed to know if 
he underftood the Hon. Admiral in hi^ feveral ftatemcnts. 
.With r^fpe^ to tlie Baltic fleeti he maintained what he had 

formerly 
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formerly ibted and aiTerted, that the fa£b which lie had chafed 
had been by no means contradi&ed, vi%. That a fleet failed 
from Ellineur or fome other port^ he wsls not certain, under 
the convoy of a (hip of vrar ; the ihip came home whhout the 
trade, fifteen or fixteen of iKrhich were taken and carried into 
fomc of the ports of Norway. As to the Quebec fleet* die 
fa£k he had ftatcd, and that ftated by the Hon. Admiral, might 
poflibly both be true. He admitted a veflel had been fenc to 
the ifland of Bic ; but his complaint was, that die merchants 
of Quebec had not' Information of it, and that it might haye been 
as well fvfSered to remain at home. The Hon. Admiral ftated, 
that die Arethufa had been fent to that place at the particular 
reqneft of the Quebec merchants here ; but it was poffible 
that they had neglected to inform their correfpondents in Que- 
bec. The ftatement made concerning the Weft India convoys 
di€fcred in point of date from his ; but the one convoy might 
very v^ell have failed the id of May, and another be ordered 
for the 1 5th (according to the dates which had been given to him )^ 
and delayed to the latter end of Auguft : Thefe were points be 
certainly would take an opportunity of inquiring into, and ht 
fhould nave done it the preceding day, had not he been taken 
«p with other bufinefg. 

ThfChancelisr of the Exchequer implied with fome degree of 
warmth. He entered much at large into the hiftory of the 
difierent fleets that had been convoyed during the prefent war, 
and juftified the afiertion of Mr. Dundas, refpe£bing the general 
protection given to trade. He entered into a minute ckstail of 
fa6ts, relative to the Baltic fleet, the Weft India fleet, and the 
Quebec fleet \ and maintained, that in the cafes of them all, there 
was no inftance of negligence on die part of the Admiralty s 
he hinted, that Mr. Fox, at the rime he advifed the Houfe to 
be on its guard again ft the aflertion of minifters, was himfelf 
deficient in caurion in what he advanced, and tiuit the Houfe, 
fhould have as much reliance on the reputation of one party as 
the other. He then adverted to what he called an anonymoue 
letter, pToduccd»on a former night by Mr. Sheridan, itating 
the diftrefied (ituation of Halifax, and their apprehoifions of 
a vifit from the French ; — he (aid, his Right Honourable 
Friend had fome documents to produce, which he truftedwould 
convince the Houfe, that the information conveyed to that 
Hon. Gentleman \\*as unfounded. He doubted not, as his 
Right Hon. Friend would name his authorities, that the 
other Hon. Gentleman would not refufe to do the fame. He 
was happy his Right Hon. Friend was prefent to do himfelf 

i'uftice, which, as he was more competent to do, he'ftiould 
eave to him 5 had he been abfent, be with pleafure would 

have 
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have undertaken his defence. Hecxpreffcd fomc furprifc that 
Mr. Fox fliould have ftated as calamities, points, that turned: 
cnrt> many of them to be doubtful, and fame not as he had 
teprefented them j by which it appeared that his information, as 
far as it went, was not to be relied on, for that it wa^ 
contradi£led by miniftcrial documents of undeniable authority. 
He enumerated them in their order, and concluded with wilh- 
ing that no falfe imprefBon {houldbe made upon the public by 
an accufation of negligence in minifters without foundation. 

Mr. Fox complained of the acrimony with which the Right 
Hon. Gentleman had fpoken of his affertions, which he feemed 
to think were made without good grounds; but nothmg which 
had been advanced, had, he declared, changed his mind on the 
'fubjeft, nor haditat all gone to controvert what he had afierted ; 
he defied the Rigiit Hon* Gentleman to come to a fair proof by 
evidence at the bar of the Houfe \ he faid that he fhonld cei^ 
Mainly inquire further into the matter ; and if it turned out 
that he had been tnifinformcd, he would not beafhamedto 
apologiase to fuch a body of men as compofcd that Houfe, for 
taking up their time upon a light or groundlcfs fufpicion j but 
he infifted upon it not to be a part of his charaftcr, to take 
fubjeSs up lighily, or to be ready to aflert for fa£ls, what he 
liad not good ground for believing to be true. Such was the re- 
liance he had upon the quarter from whence his information 
came, that he could almofl pledge himfdf for the veracity of 
it : And he begged of tlie minifter not to imagine, that be- 
caufe, by fuperior talents, he had in general the good fortune 
to convince that Houfe, and poffibly alfo to convince the Houfe 
by other fuperior advantages, that he could convince the 
Public, or convince that Houfe even againft the evidence of 
fa&s, clearly proved. The Right Hon. Gentleman, he ob- 
fervcd, was not content to fpcak oh this plain fubjc£i in the 
rude, uupoliflred ftyle which he had himfelf ufed ; the Right 
Hon. Gentleman thought it too vulgar, or not fo well caicu* 
lated to perfuade as the high-founding lofty periods, in which 
he chofe to drcfs his thoughts. The truth could not be altered ; 
and upon fuch topics as the prefent, there might be as good 
evidence as what in pompous language was called miniflerial 
documents.*— He concluded with faying, that all he wanted 
was, a fair inquiry into this buiinefs. 

Mr, Vaughan maintained that the Weft India trade had been 
•greatly neglcfted with regard to convoys ; there were thret 
points in which that trade was to be confidered, outward- 
bound, homeward-bound, and on the ftation: In each of 
thefc three points ncgle£t, he faid, had been manifelled ( the 
outward-bound had been delayed for want of convoys, the 

home* 
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borne ward-bound had not fufficient convoys for their protec-> 
ttOQ, in proportion to the magnitude of the trade and the 
ralue of their cargoes. As one inftancej he cited the great 
Weft India fleet, valued at four millions, being fuffered to 
come home under convoy of a 28*gua frigate : The Commo- 
dore on the Ration, it was true, had fhifted his flag from on 
board the Europa, a fifty-gun (hip, on board one of the prizes, 
and fuffirred her to convoy them as far as the Gulph of Florida ; 
but from thence to England, they had no other convoy but the 
frigate I and on the ftation, fo ill was the place defended, that 
any French armed fhip might have gone into the harbours of any 
of the Iflands, and cut out the veflels. He faid that if inquiry 
were made at Lloyd's or on the Royal Exchange, whether our 
trade had been fufficiently proteaed or not, it would be 
learnt, that the merchants in general complained of want of 
prote£kion to their (hips and cargoes. 

Mi\ Alderman Anderfon faid, me trade to the Baltic had been 
better and more effedually protefied, than in any former 
war; and that the RufTian merchants, who were the principal 
perfons concerned in the trade, were perfedUy fatisfied on that 
head. As the Right Hon. Gentleman had requefted him, he 
had made the inquiry, and what he then aflferted, was the re- 
fultof it. If any vefTels were loft in that trade, it was owinj 
to the merchants themfelves, for the convoys went as regular 
as the ftage from London to Hampftead, in which, if thofe 
who wanted to go were not in time, they were left behind. 

JIfr. Fox explained* that the fa& he wiflied to be informed 
upon, was, whetheritwasnot a fa£t, that a fleet failing from 
the Baltic under convoy, the vefiel appointed to ^at duty did 
not return without the fleet; and whether 15 or 18 tail of 
them had not been taken and carried into the ports of Norway ? 
He reminded the Houfe that he had not faid any thing with re- 
gard to the general prote£kion of that trade. If he made any 
aflertion wim refpe^ to it, it was, that it was protected better 
than any other part of the trade. 

Mr, Smith faid, the exertions made for the proteftion of the 
trade had been cffeftual, and were highly meritorious* He 
contended, that this country was in a worfe ftate to protc£l her 
trade, than when we were lighting finglc againft France, Hol- 
land, Spain, and America united. 

Mr. Thornton declared, as a merchant, that he felt the trade 
had been fufficicntly protcftcd, and from one particular clr-*^ 
cumftance it appeared evidently fo ; for he was an under- 
writer ; and fo carclefs were the people about infuring, froni 
anoDinion tlicir trade was not in danger from the enemy, that 
the bufincfs was fcarcely worth following. 

Mr. 
2 
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Mr. Dt0fidas ^xpreHed Ixis concern that lie had not been in 
the Houfe on a fornier night, when the fubjedt had been di& 
cuffed^ and when aflertions of his had been queftiohed, whicH 
a plain nactative of fa&a would fq evidently fupport;. He faid • 
lie would not enter into any difcuiTion upon tiie bu Chefs pf 
xronvoys, as it had already been (etUed : He would ju^ read 
to the Houfe a fimple ilatement of fads', from tl(e letters of 
the governor of Halifax, a man of the hij^hed probity aTi4 
virtue, not recofnmended on account of any political con- 
iiexion« blit o^ account of his many virtues, and he 
wiflicd he had ipany more fuch officers to recommend: The 
letters, from the. 8th of January to the 3d of November, ftatec^ 
4hat the place was in arcfpeSablc (late of defence j t^^t there 
urcre four thoufa|id ipilitia that could be brought together on 
••two hours notice; and that 9 160 were in the whole l^ttlcmenit 
.—-that thefe men were animated with the flncereft loyalty, 
and the (Irongeft deteilation of iFrench princFples-^that (ow^ 
of them were refpe£lable men of lool. per ann. and uj>^ 
wards: that others had givea fecurity for the return of 
their arms, with which they were fupplied oiit' of his Ma- 
jefty's (lores — and that many were Itatc4 to be men 
who had fervcd in the army, in good healthj and fine-looking 
fellows. The Right Hon. Secretary conttaftcd this report 
with that conveyed in the letter produced by the Hon. Gentl^ 
man (Mr. Sheridan), which reprefented, as he had been in- 
formed, that tliere were but two companies of foot, two of 
artillery, and 300 wretched creatures called Militia. He hoped 
the Hon. Gentleman would have no objeftion to produce the 
letter, or give the name of his corrcfpondenti after he had 
Hated the nan>e of Governor Wentworth as his author, who 
had in of&cial documents given that communication, which lie 
recited to the Houfe, and which he trulled would be deemed 
a fuificient refutation of die information o£ an individual, 
bowever refpe£tahle, bccaule bis means of information could 
not be thefame as that of the pecfon entruftcd yv^ith -the gc^ 
vemment of the place- 

Mr. Sheridan faid, he felt fomewhat aftonifhed at the fort of 
converiation which had fo uncxpeflbedly taken place, and which 
heafcribed to aRt. Hon. Gentleman, whofe abfence' had been 
T)Ccafioncd on a former night by a flight cold— he was glad to 
fee that though it had occafioned his abfence from the Houfe, 
he had been able to employ himfelf fmce in his oiEcial capacitv. 
•He was that night fo much indifpofed in the fame way hinifelf, 
as to prevent him from troubling the Houfe for any lenjih of 
time. With regard to the letter which he had produced on xnc 
fbrmet evening* be knew of no right that the Hon. Gentlemlm 
iiad to pronounce U anonymous* merely* bccaufe whatever 
. Vdl. L £ ci con- 
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confidence he had in the authenticity of iti contents* it ap- 
peared to him improper to give the name of the author. He 
maintained that nothing had come out in the courfe of the de^ 
bate, that 'took in the ^alleft degree from At degree of credit 
which he thought that letter entitled to. He had been called 
upon to produce it by one Right Hon. Gentleman^ who ha4 
quoted part of it, and the arguments he had ufed upmi it on a 
^rmer nighty which that Right Hon. Gentleman faid he had 
takendown in the very words at the time; but this note, fo 
)art!cularly taken at the time, the Right Hon. Gentleman had 
'orgotten to bring in his pocket, though he knew that the dif- 
cuflion was to be renewed that night; He could not produce 
the letter for the fame reafon, viz, becaiife it was not in his 
pocket, but with this ftrong difference as to the caufe, that he 
knew nothing at all about this queftion coming on. He cq»« 
traded the boafting and lofty manner in which two Right Hon, 
Gentlemen had defended the conduA of the Admiralty on th6 
fubje£i of convoys, with the plain, manly, and candid defence 
of the Hon. Admiral. He contended, that, from the letters 
produced by the Right Hon. Gentleman, it was proved that 
there were no fortificationSf nor was the colony in any adequate 
ftate of defence, previous to the 27th of Auguft. After 
commenting upon letters dated the xoth and nth Odobett 
he remarked that the laft letter which the Right Hon. Secreta^ 
admitted he ha(I received, was dated pth Nov. Nowhebeggea 
that Gentleman would recolkfb, that the letter he had produced 
was dated ^th Dec. and wiflied to know freally, if minifieit 
had received ho' letters fince, an<lif fo, from what caufe that 
proceeded ; for notwithftanding the pompous account 4>t 
9000 militia, he had no better opinion of the force in NoVi 
Dcotia than he formerly ftated ( The Right Hon, Gentleman 
had ftated, that 4000 of them weit coUeded in Halifax* 
merely ' on an emergency, and after aO the compliments 
heaped upon them, had faid that iltll thej had their exercife 
to learn,' being, as they were defcribcd, freehidlders and mer- 
chantSr He muft allow in one fenfe of the word that thejr 
were good men, particularly iri giving fecurity to return the 
arms. He contended howevcf that nothing had been advanced 
eiiJier that night, or formerly, which convinced his miflfil) 
or ought to convince the country, that his former ftatement was 
not completely true : He would therefoix reflate it, by declar- 
ing that dunng the whole campaign there was not in NovaScoCia 
any naval ftrcngth, or any force on land adequate to the de* 
fence of that coI(3ny in theevent of its being attacked \ and he 
ft^errci that out of doors, in Lloyd's, and at the Roya| 
Exchange, if any inq&iry was made where the befl: informal 
tioi; could be obtained, it would be found to be the onanimfliit 
• . i . . opinion. 
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opinionj that the trade and commerce of this country had not 
met with that protc&ion which it ought to have done from the 
Admiralty, One or two Gentlemen indeed had delivered a difr 
ferent opinion in thatHoufe, refpeding particular branches o( 
trade, but none of them could take upon them to declare that 
what they faid was the general fenfe of the London merchants. 
One Hon. Member had taken a curious way to prove the effi- 
cacy of the protcdion given to oar trade by the Admiralty, 
when he ftated that by under->writing he had made mote laft 
year than by all the other branches of trade, ext^nfiveasdiey 
were, in which he was engaged. Now the fair inference 
to be drawn from this, was exa&y the reyeffe i and it became 
a cenfure upon the party that it was intended to panegyrife, 
becaufe nothing could be more true, tlian that in proportion to 
the greatnefe of the rllk, the advance of premium rofc, and 
thus all the double premiums, which the Hon* Gentleman had 
gained by under-writing, were occalloned by the inadequacy of 
the protedion of convoys whtcli our trade had experienced* 
He was furprifed to hear Gentlemen compare our fituation at the 
commencement of the American war, with our Gtuation at the 
beginning of the prefent war. Then we had to contend with 
many and great powers, whereas now we had all Europe as 
our allies againft one power. Even our good ally the Emprefs 
of Ruffia, upon this occafion, has bound herfelf by folemn 
treaties never to lay down her arms till Great Britain had 
made peace, though by the way (he had never yet uken up 
arms in the bu&nels. As to what had been faid of our cap 

. tures at fea, he believed it would be found that France had 
taken as many fhips from us as we have taken from them. 
Earl fTycomte dechrcd he had heard nothing that tended to 
refute the arguments he and other Gentlemen had ufed on the 
former night i and he faid he gave coniiderable credit to the in* 
formation contained in the letter of the 7th of December, 
which Mr. Sheridan had produced. He acknowledged he was 
aftohilhed to learn the great exertions whkh had been made to 

. cilabli(h a militia in Nova Scotia, but at the fame time he 
confidcred the keeping up fuch a militia as highly detrimental 
to the induftry, and of courfe the profperlty of the colony. 
The noble Lord, with great knowledge of that colony, repra» 

. fented the efFefts of obliging the Quakers, who were the moft 
ufeful and indutbrious part of the inhabitants, to quit theic 
fituation, and likewife Hated the inconvenience and lofs that 
had arifen from fending negroei from thence to Sierra Leone, 
and concluded by reprobating any fyftem, with regard to that 
colony, that could occafion expendimxe. 

£%Z Mr. 



'Mr.Murke clbkritif Aaton oncfidcof the HouTe, officiS^ 
JAforrnktion was given, which was oppofed onlyby a letter with- 
out a name. . Hepaid many compliments to Gorernor Went- 
worth \ and Ruma having been mentioned in the debate, ht 
pb/crvcd, that that great Princcfs fcemed to haVc loft much in 
tKc cftimation of her former moft partial admirers, wliidi 
*]|>roved the inconftaney of poKtical amours. 

Mr., Grey obje^cd to the mode in which this debate had 
^cn brought on, a& hrcffular, and hoped, as the qneftions in 
difcu&on were of the higheft importance, fome future orf- 
porttinity would Occur when an inquiry refpefting them mignt 
TC catricd on in a more proper and formal manner. The 
;tlight Hon. Gentleman who (poke laft, if he got tip for any 
^urpofe, certainly had rifen to enter upon a defence of Go^ 
vemor Wentworth, ^hen that gentleman had never in any 
[way been attacked. That Right Hon. Gentleman p'retcndctt 
to diflike farcafm ; there was one fpecibs of farcafm which hi: 
never would let pafs unnoticed in that Houfe, and which w^ 
'common with that Right Hon. Gentleman, as well as fomc 
others, Ruflia had been mentioned in this debate, France in 
others, and generally acconipanied by inHnuations, that Gen- 
tlemen on that fide of the Houfe had partialities for this and 
that country. To this he would uniforxnly anfwer, that he,* ami 
thofe who held the opinions that h^ did, had no partialities but 
foQ reat Britain, and the interefts of their coniHtuents^ 
upon this principle they had a£led withregard to Ruflia, and widi 
regard to France, and ever would do whenever called upon by 
their country to do their duty, and to defend its rights and in- 
terejis. As to the inconilancy of political amours, no man 
had a better right to know that from experience, than the 
Right Hon. Gentleman, who had allowed his favourite, his 
wedded wife Poland, to be torn from him by the hands of 
proud and favage ravHhers, without even a 'ftruggle to retain 
her. Before Mr. Grey fat down, he wiflied to have the plain 
anfwer of Yes or No from an Hon. Magiftratc, to the queftion 
put by his Right Hon. Friend, which yet remained ui\« 
artfwered, although the Honourable Alderman had twice rifen 
for that purpofe, and fat down without doing it. It'was^ 
whether \6 fhips bf the Baltic fleet, under a convoy homeward- 
bound, had not been captured, as ftated by his Right Hoii^ 
Friend. He was convinced that all the merchants, if confulted^ 
would be decidedly of opinion, that the conduft bf the Ad- 
miralty had been defective and inadequate to the protedion of 
'our trade. To thofe who faiddthcrwifc, he wtjuld-afk, if they 
could dare to convenribe merchants of London, and try ta 

make 
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make them vote thanks to tlic Adntiraky for thehr ^boaftmi 
protcdion. The cincumftance of fi« French fngatfes craiziag 
in the Channel was admitted-; what hstd been (aid of theC(Hk 
iteet of yiduallers had not been denied \ and the deltty^ rc>- 
fpeJHng the convoy of the Jamatcar ffeet wsls eftaUiflied bo^ 
yond contradi£^i6ny as well as the lintdequacy of die convoTv 
appointed to cohdufl a fleet valued ac four milH6os» and'whkni 
left that fleet with only a I8*gun frigate and three ftx^. Cd 
proceed from the Gulph of Florida home. 

Tl\e Chancellor of the Exchequer thought every faticClOb> 
tioti' that was 'neceflkry had been given on the fnojeS;, and 
ail future inquiry unneceflfary. * 

Mr, Burke in explanation faid» with political amours fae 
had done— his miftrefs Poland he vefigned to a more youdiftd 
admirer, who was all vigour and love. The. ancient Thefeus V5- 
fignedhis Ariadne to the youthful Bacchus ; he would proteft 
her from the rude hand of Dcfpotifm, had he the poWer ^ but 
wanting that, (he muft fubmit to her fate. He did'not defok 
her frdm want of defire, but through impotence. 

Mr, Fox went over the different t1)pics that had been tonchS^ 
upon, and faid that aimoftall that he had aflerted being ad- 
mitted, and the reft remainiag uncontradicted, there only re- 
mained one point at ifiuc between them^ and that was rcfpe£l- 
ingthe delay of the convoy to the Jamaica fleet ; on that a^ 
all the aflertions he had made on matters of hGt^ heonly 
wiflied, and had a right by the ufage of the Houfe tq demmid 
an inquiry, that he might have an opportunity of bringing 
. evidence to the bar, or before a Committee, to prove what 
he had ftated ; and were he inclined only to mention now the 
Situation of our naval ftrength and condu& in this montli af 
January, he ihould think that fufficient to prevent minifters 
from continuing that vain boafting and parade, which they had 
adopted fior a few days paft of this JeiDon. 

Alderman Anierjm anfwered Mr. Fox's queftion tn the ^me 
way as before. 

Major Ma'alani faid^ he conceived ihere was fomething ex* 
cecdingly rcprehcnfibie in the little attention that had been be- 
' ftowed on the convoys to our trade. The Houie muft^befifr-: 
prifed when informed, that there was no other convoy to the 
Jamaica fleet, which .contained property to the amount mi 
four millions, than a Angle fnip of the line. He was thtrcfote 
of opinion, that fome inquiry ihould be inftitoced withrefpe£lto 
the conduft of the Admiralty. i 

Admirsl Gardner yitthftdanH the trade was ncfv^r better 
prote£ked at any period^ thxa it had been dming the : jpfifeftnt 
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war. He infiftcd diat one Kne«of«battIe (hip was fnfficient to 
C0nTOT a fleet acrofs the ooeao. It was true that he had km a 
f 4 to look after the fleet, wUch had been convoyed hj a co» 
gan (hip, a frigate of 28 guns, and two iloops, but that mip 
fetomed withdut overtaking the codvojr^ and as that fleet hid 
ffrrircd without lofing afingle ihip, it ihewed that it was pro* 
perly prateAed. There was no danser, he &id, except when a 
fleet approached their place of deftination, and Lord Howe 
was ready with the oiannel fleet, to convoy the trade into 
liarbour, 

Mr. Grtf faid, nothing had been uttered on the other fide of 
Ae Houfe, that did not demonftratc that there was a tiecefiity 
of an inquiry being inftituted into the defeacelefii date, not 
.only of the Atlantic, but of the Channel, particularly the 
latter, where the enemy continued to oommit depredatioos on 
the trade. 

Mr. Dundas fupported the afiertion of Admiral Gardner, 
but ftated'liothing new on the fubje£l. 

Captmn Berkley recapitulated the aflTertlons made by Admiral 
Gardner, and recommended Gentlemen, who fpoke fn the 
other fide of the Jloufe, to ftudy nautical matters, be£gfke ^;y 
attempted to fpeak on maritime affiurs. 

Mr, Sheridan toft once more to lay that he apprehended the 
Hon. Admiral and Captain who had juft fpcAen, had deviated 
from the propriety of debate, in prefuming that no Gentleman 
was qualined to fpeak on the queftion, but thofc who fat on his 
' fide of the Houie. He appealed to ieveral naval gentlemen 
"«ear htm, cooverfant in naval afiairs, if there was not a ihame« 
.ful deficiency on the part of thofeentrufted with the protc£Hon 
-of our trade. Though not in office, he apprehended that they 
were not the lefs qualified to give an opinion on the fubje£t. 
Minifters, he obferved, had come down that day, with vo- 
luminous documents, to overpower every argument that went 
*Tto prove thenegleA that cxpofed the trade to the capture of 
the enemy. &, continued Mr. Sheridan, there were any 
liiteners to our debates, how humiliating to Adminiftration^ 
to have it faid, that thofe Gentlemen who oppofed the mei* 
fures of Government, called for an inouiry, on a fubied to 
whioh its fupporters declared that the friends of Govern* 
meUft were alone competent to decide. If this were the cafe» 
ihey may have a complete triumph in expofing the weaknefs 
of thole Gentlemen with whom he had the honour to 
igree. 

Mr. Vottghan made a pointed reply to the arguments of 
Admiral Gardner and Ca{i<ain^Berkley, and aflertedi that the 

mcr* 
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oierohaats in general held a language jelatlve to comroys^ £» 
re£lly the rcverfe of their ftatements *. 

On the qneftton being put on the iLt&mpc$f it v^ agree4 to 
without a diYifion. The report was ordered to be made 09 
Mondav. 

On the motion of StrTepperArden f the Mafter of the Rolls), 
a vote of thanks was paiTed to the Chaplain for ll^is e^tcelict^ 
fc^nqion on the fubje£k of the Martyrdom of King Charles. 

• * A« the following fatement may be confi'fered U betring Ibpm* vA%» 
jHon to U)C Jtr^rding debate^ and others on the faoic fubjcdk^ it wijil not 
be an ufelert matter of reference to the reader. 

$tatemenr» taken from Lloyd's Lifts, of tbe'Veflels captured fromiWe 
I ft of February 1793 (the Commenci^aient ot the War), to the ift of 
Fdbrtiary \f$^ 



BytheKnglifti. 

French ^of whkh 

75 V^'yf'^f' 
teerfl,4fngatrSy 

and i^tM^y 
Dutch 
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Danifti '»> 
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American V 
Spanifli ' 
^ngliOi j(baving 

French property 

on board) 
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- By the Dutch. 
French • 
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By the French* 
EngUfli-^oiF which 10 art 

and a irigatas) 
Ptttch 
Dantzig» 
DaniOi ' 
Hanbufv 
'An^ican • 
Bremen ' • 

Spaniih 
Portoguefe ^ 
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4« 

4 
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Tbe above does not include the captures at Toulon» which 9fBOQIi^ 
Jby the Gasette account, to 45 (hips of all ibrts, burnt or caixied oid 
*^ French - - 410 

Englifli - 1^4 

ISpaoiardS - 30 

Dutch - a— -^iS 

Balance 94 

in favour of the French ajpitnft all the Combtocd Powers. Recspturee 
iars allowed for in tbe above ftatcdienr. 

Mr. 
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« * Mr. Mmafif'j^tttntad af fev bi^iil docaments lit the B^r of 
tbeHoufe. 
Adjourned till ne^t dty* 



HOUSE OF CpMMQNS 
Saturday, wFtf^rwi/jp i. 

BAK& OF SCOTLVVNO. 

The bill for enabling the Governor and Company of the 
Vank of Scotland to increafe their capitil to afty amoi&at not 
exceeding one miUion fteriing, was read a firii timC) an4 
ordered to be re^d a fecond time* 

JJfr. /i&i^ btoTight up the report'of the Committee of 
jjupply. 

ITic fame having bcrn read a ftrft, an4 ordered to be read a 
fecon^time^ •after ^e fecond reading Mr. Hobart moved^ 
That the Houfe agree with the firft refolution of the Com* 
mitteey viz, *^ That a fum not exceechng 2oo,oooL be granted 
to his Majefty, to enable him to fiiifil his engagements with 
the King of Sardinia-" : 

Mr. Grey rofe, <>ot, he faid, to oppofe. the motion^ but to 
ftate fome new objections to the treaty itfelf. When the 
■matter had laft been agitated, his Rig|it Hon. Friend (Mr. 
Fox) Ifad cafuallyj let (lip an epithet, 'which occafioned the 
treaty's being argued almoft entirely upon the" ground of pre* 
cedent, a ground Upon which the merits of any treaty never 
Ihould be argued, becaufe every treaty dcpepded folcly upon 
the circumftances^f the day, aod the fituation of affairs. On 
the ground oFprcce^ent on the former night, Mr, Grey faid, 
he had not be^a prepared to fpeak, but upon looking into tlie 
fubjedi fince,; he trufted he coutd make it appear, that the 
precedents qu#ted by the gentlemen who were the advocates 
lor this treatfr, would by no means bear out their argu-^ 
ments. The treaties with Sardinia, in 1704 and 1743, had 
been feleded as precedents for the prefent treaty, but they 
vftrt by no xoeans appficable. The Situation of Sardinia at 
thofe periods^ and at the time of concluding the treaty upon 
the table, was eflentially different. At the time of entering 
into the firft of rhefe treaties, the King of Sardinia was Jthe 
aAive ally of i*'rance^ to detach him from that alliance, it 
was neceffary to offer him fome fingular advantage, to. coun<v 
terbalance the lofies he muft necelTarily ludain %om his breach 
of faith with france. In the fecond cafe, the treaty of 
174^ 'the JS^ing of Sardinia, it was true, was tiot actually in 
alliance with France, but was hojptatinj where to fix, and4ia«-. 
' * , f ' lancing 



lancing bctxvctti the allies aenid FVanice, with a ieeming pr6» 
ponderancfc in farour of tke latter | and to ttiefe three treatm 
all the BeBigcreht Powers were parties. But what was the 
cafe in the prtfent inftance? Sardinia vras not the ally of 
France, riot even netitral with regard to that country, bat at 
a£hiai war with her. On the contrary, (he had been ftri^ped 
^Df Savoy, and the reft of her tcrrkories weie in iinminent 
danger \ andljy the treaty we had exclttfivcly bound ourietve^ 
not td iriake' peace till Savoy and Nice (hould be reftored. 
He eamelHy intreated the tittention of the Hou£^ t?othe di^ 
ferent fitvations in which Saroy ftood at the different periods 
when tte fcveral treaties had been made ; and read {torn hiC- 
tory, a paflage, fheWing the great' confequence of our alliance 
at that time. Hh principul objeft, at the ptefent lAoment, 
Mr. Grey faid, was confined to an ebcpreffion which- had 
fallen from an Hon. Member (Mr. Powi3)on the fotmtt 
night, cbficeniing the payment of the Sardii^Jan tt>oop^ em*- 
ployed at Toulon. He wiftied to hear diftirtCtly,- wietihet* 
thofe troops, for that fervice, received nothing from thia 
country in addition to the fubfidy of 2oo,oool. granted to 
his Sardinian Majefty by the treaty ? 

Tke Chancellor of the Exchequer in reply faid, that nothing 
on the part of this country had been given, or engaged to be 
eiven to the King of Sardinia, on account oFthe fervice of 
nis troops at Toulon. The fubfiftence, and extraordinary 
cxpenfc of thcfc troops while at Toulon, would probabljr be 
defrayed by this country.. 

The other refolutions of the Committee of Supply were 
then read, and the whole report agreed to. 

JRCNCH PROPERTY IK FOREIGN COUNTRIES* 

The Chancelkr of the Exchequer reminded the Hioufe, that 
he had the preceding day undertaken to inquire into the cir- 
cumftanccs of the very Angular tranlaftion, which he had then 
thought it his duty to ftate in fuch general terms, as would 
beft convev a juft idea of a matter, highly important in itfelf, 
and from jts nature well eittitlcd to parliamentary confidcra- 
tion. The refult of the information he had received he was 
teady to ftate to the Houfe, and on fuch refledion, as from 
tke fliortnefs of the time he had been aWc to give the fubjeft, 
he was fully confirmed in the neceffity of taking fomc imme- 
diate meafvfrc, to guard againft the dangerous and deftruflive 
cfFeft$ which would otherwife be produced by it ; at the feme 
lime, he did not mean jco trouble the Houfe with any fpecific 
sliotion that day; he thought it would be more convcnier(t to 
poftponc,it Until Monday, as he was fuHv perfuadcd, that 
' V»L.I. Ff ' during 
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iturlng that ihert interval, no injury or inconvenience couU 
arife from the delay* He meant, therefore, at the prefent 
moment to give notice, that either he, or fome one of his 
learned fKends, would on Monday move for kavb to bring, in 
. a bill adapted to the occafion. At prefent he would ftate the 
cxrcumltances of the tranfa^iion as 41iortly as poi&ble^ with 
his view of the fubje^l, and the natural tendency of the mea- 
fure, which he fliould think it his duty to propof<?; and lie 
.believed he could not more effe&ually do thiis, than bv read- 
ing extra£is from two papers, on the authority of which he 
.«ould entertain no doubt, when he conGdcred the channel 
through which they came. The firft of thefe papers pur- 
ported to be a decree of an extraordinary commifllon inftituted 
in France, in oonfeqUence of a refolution of the joint Com- 
mittees of Plnance, of Public and General Safety and Sub- 
f^ence. Whether there was any antecedent decree of the 
Convention, on which this was founded, was not fo clear ^ and 
indeed that was the lefs material, as thefe papersL were (b 
complete in themfelves, and fa fully explained their own 
meaning, that hardly any further or other information could 
be necefTary. He then read the decrees or papers to which he 
alluded, of which the following is the fubftance* 

" The CommifConers having confidered the decree pf the 
a5th of December laft, by the Committees of Finance, of 
Public and General Safety united, which put under requifition 
the refources and the induftry of France, and particularly of 
all the Bankers, Capitalifts, and Agents of Exchange ; and 
being defirous of arriving at a rapid execution of every plan 
for promoting the happinefs and dignity of France, now 
decree — 

' That all merchants, capitalifts, and all others, who are 
pofleiTed of funds in foreign couatrie^ ihall, between tliis 
day and the next decadt [here he faid he muft confefs, he vra» 
not fufficicntly acquainted with the new French calendar, to 
hy what that day was], make a decbration of all the effcds 
^nd funds pofleiTed by them abroad, and of all the merchandife 
they poffefs there, fold or unfold. 

^ That they ihall equally declare, upon republican veracity, 
any citizen whom they are acquainted with, who pofl'cifeft 
funds or mcrchandifes in foreign countries, 

* There Ihall be fcnt with the greateft expedition commif- 
fioners to the cities of Bourdeaux, Marfeilles, Havre, Dun- 
kirk, Breft, Cherbourg, Rochelle, St. Maloes, &c. to obtain 
tlie fame ixiformation, and the fame declaration y and letters 
of requiCtion ihall be fent to the reprefentatives of the people 
at Mdotpelier, &c» 

*Niiv 
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* Uint oommiffioners (hall be fele£^ed from among the 
hinki^Si anid nine from the agents of exchange. 

< The Committee of Public Safety {hall be invited to take 
oflF immedfately "the feals placed upon the books of the bankers 
and capitaKfts who are now in a ftate of arreftation; to witb^* 
draw from under thefe feals all papers and documents, in 
order to obtain the fame declaratbn required by the pre- 
ceding article. 

^ The commHBoners taken from among the bankers (hall be 
charged with t:arryinff on and watching o\'cr the execution of 
this decree, and punifli with the fcverity of the law all thofe 
who (hall be guilty of delay, or oppofe the execution of the 
decree of the United Committee of Finattcej of Public and 
GenO'al Safety, 

• The National Treafury (hall receive all the money that 
Biall be produced in confe<i{aence of thefe appropriations,* 

This was followed by a paper fix days afterwards, which 
purported to be iin inftru&ion to thofe perfonst merchants^ 
bankers, capitalifts, &c. who are the obje£ls of the papers in 
queftion, to give an account of all the funds, credits, bills 
of exchange, and other property, in foreign countries, be- 
longing to them : And thefe accounts are required within two 
days to be brought into the Public Treafury; they are next in- 
formed thev were to have a receipt for the property fo brought 
in, and to oe paid the value of it in affignats at par. That the 
commifGoncrs expeft from all thofe proprietors and account- 
ants republican fairnefs anil ^celerity, and that all delay and 
fraud will be puniflied with the feverity of the law. This 
was ftated, tlie Chancellor of the Exdiequer faid, in the form 
of a circular letter fent by the commiffioaers to eaeh indivi* 
dual who was the objeft of the decree. 

Hzving thus ftated the principal features and ground-work 
of the plan concerted by the French to injure Great Britain, 
by wounding her in the moft fenfible point, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer faid, that upon the tendency of tlie papers 
ivhich he had jull read to the Houfe, there could be but pne 
opinion, viz. that it became the indifpenfable duty of his 
Majefty's minifters to fubmit fome means of counteracting fo 
mtkhtevoits a defign to xhe legiflature of this country, and 
calling upon them for their aid and advice, to render the 
ineans propofed practicable and eifeftual. The Houfe could 
not but be awnre, that tlK nature and cSc£k of what he had 
read to the Houfe was this, That whoever has the power of 
drawing biUs of exchange— whoever has debts owing to hira 
firom perfons, in fore^n countries — ^whoever has the difpofal of 
funds, merchandife, or property of any fort in foreign coun- 

F f :i. mc% 



t 
tries-— thofe who poficfa any o|f th^fe thiqjg^.AV^^^oir IndWU 
dual accounts^ {hall deliver tLem up inftantly l^^ti^ ftat€, that 
they maybepotne the pi4>lle i^opcri;^ of Fraucef and flatallre'* 
. ceive in lidu pf tibcsn aiJ^^ats cftimated at paaci^ a^ the £uU pay? 
xnent aiKl equiy^i^ni fOr the whol^ of this transfer to fhe ft^€. 
From their ftatf ment of tblime^ure it was. obv^^s it united 
two diftinft diarafteTS ciluaijy qlear — ^the Qnp, * wjbVcf y oC 
the citizens of France, by making them, whethpr they would 
et AoTi trgH^fst- that which is valuable for xh9l wjuch they 
liughc not think valuable at alh They were coiiftraiaed ta 
tak^at par t^at trhich at times was worth only one-fcvcutb« 
The next thing was, that all debts owing from individuals in 
countries at war with France, inftead Qi going Jo the indlvin 
duals for the purpofe of commerce, (hbuld go to fopply tliQ 
means of carrying on the war. Under fuch a tranfafL^on, 'he 
thcu<ght it equally obvious, that to prevent its operative eflFc£k 
there required on our part a certain manifeftatioa of ^gjard to 
our own intereft, and our own fecurity \ and even if, thsfo 
w<:re out of the qucilion^ a certain degree of regard was due 
10 the prefervadon of our mercantile good faith, in order to 
prevent transferring by this mixture of fraud a^nd fovce the 
payiBcnt of their lawful debts from the peribns who are intitkd 
to their receipt tjo the ftate. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer reprobated this new and 
alarmiflfC m^afure of the prefent rulers of France, as a compU"* 
cation of tyranny, fraud, and injufUce; at once a proof of th^ 
fniieribk fhifts t9 wbiqh the revolutionan^ govenment of 
Paris was driven to provide fuppKes, and the total difregstfd 
f>f every principle of pr^tefVion and juAice, which aM gl^ 
vernja^^ts owe^ to thofe who fubdut to their fubje£tion. 

As a further elucidation of the important matter before the 
)foufe', it would be neceflary,, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
{3u4s tq advert. to the general principles upon the fubjefl by 
e^ur laws, of which moft gentlemen had undoubtedly feaie re^ 
eolk^ion. One of the principles was, that the paymqit o{ 
any debt owing to an alien en^my may be fufpended during 
war ; no a^ion for debt can be maintained to enforce the pay- 
ment ; and the King might, iif he thought fit, attaqh it ?s be^ 
longing to an alien enemy. But the mitigated and xaildex 
practice of modern timqj, frot» a deHre to continue, ever* ia 
a ftate of war, as much a$ poflible the benefits of mercantile 
Jntercourfe, which were for the advantage of individual^ 
without. trenching on the ptaJ^lic fafety, had long ago fuffeced 
the rigour of the law to relax, and brought this principle ii^ 
ij^s full extent into difufe. Cut although the pra£lice waa 
ajuch to be applauded, when only this, ufc "SYA^^Wade of it^ 

yet. 
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yet» i£ inftead 6f ^^nfwering the firft ends of it, whidi were 
that of prefemng the intereft of the individual, lubje£i: tp the 
Umitaiion of not ticaiching pn the intereft of the ilate» it itv* 
verted both thefe propofitionsj by plundering auid dcftroyiog 
property, zttA by brewing good faith, ami on the other handj 
mcOyy* manifeftlyi. and without difguife, forcing a fu{»ply^ 
not cdUateraUy, but dire£lly, into the cof&rs of thoTe with 
whom we are at war; and, in addition to this, to fuppprt the 
credit of the incredible mafs of affignats already To much conw 
plained of, and which were made the principal engipc of the 
war. The government, by. feizing into its hands all the property 
of individuals, by compelling them to draw biUs of exchange 
upon fixch foreign countries as they had cither credit or pro* 
perty in, and receiving in lieu thereof ailignats, stcould thereby 
ereate a fund, conftituting in reality a tribute paid by this and 
the other nations combined againft the French repubKc^ to 
enaU^ it to carry on the war againft themfclves* He thought, 
therefore, it would be confiilent with wifdom, fouiKi policy, 
juftiee, and humanity, to ufe our utmoft exertions to prevent, 
at kaft with regard to our own country, this meafurc of the 
French from taking e0e£l. He alfo wiihed to have it under-r 
ftood, that fome means (hould be adopted for fccunng the 
property of the individuals of that country, and to quiet their 
minds upon that fubjeft. Thefe circumftances amounted to 
an ample juftification for departing from the practice that had 
long obtained with rcfpeft to the exifting laws on the fubjefl:, 
and, therefore, he ftiould think it his duty to propofe a mea- 
fure for immediately prohibiting, under a penalty, the. pay- 
ment of any bill of exchange, or the difpofal of any fuiuis be- 
longing to perfons refiding in France, at fuch a time as that 
this appropriation would have attached on them. But although 
this was the objed, the moft prefling in point of time, there 
were other obje£is which the humanity of the Houfe would 
fiiggeft as a^moft equally requiring their attention, although 
they would not, in all probability, be fo liable to be defeated 
by delay. A fecond objcft of the Britifh Parliament would 
be, to prevent the fubjc£bs of France from becoming fuffcrer^ 
by the tyranny of France, ami to preferve for them entire the 
profpe£l of the payment of thofe debts which the defpotifm of 
the prcfent rulers of the French would have feized from them. 
There was another object equally important*: Whatever mea- 
fute plight be ncccllary, it was our duty to bear in memory, 
that, in our attempt to prefer\'e their property, we fliould not 
be the caufe of facrificing the lives of .thefe unfortunate per- 
ibus^ and therefore to conceal their names as much as poffibte 

woul4^ 
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Would become a ncceffary part of our cafe. This was matter 
for difcuffion, and matter which might require much coo* 
fideration. He fliould have thought it his duty not to hatve 
paffed over the day, without moving for leave to bring in the 
bxl), had he not made inquiry upon the fubjed, and been 
given generally to underftund, that the delay refolting from 
the interval between then and Monday, would not be attended 
with any bad tffcGt. Parliame^nt he hoped would take fome 
rapid ftep on this fubjeft ; and he tnifted, that after what he 
had ftatedi there were not any merchants in this country who 
would accept any bill of exchange, or doanya£l which would 
operate to prevent the immediate efieft of the meafufe whidi 
the wifdom of Parliament might think proper to adopt. He 
cave notice that either he hinifelf, or fome learned friend qi 
his, would move for a bill on the firft objeA be had men« 
f ioned on Monday ; and he hoped Gentlcnien would take ad- 
tantage of the interval, and turn the fnbjed in their ndndsy 
fo as to come prepared to difcufs it with diat degree of can* 
dour, intelligence, and judgment, which its importanoe re* 
quired. With regard to the other obje£ls, he Would fabmit 
them to the confideration of the Houfc, the firft opportunity. 

FRENCH OFFIC€RS IN BRITISH PAY. 

Major Maithfjd AeCivcd to alk a queftion which the Secre- 
tary of State (Mr. Dundas) had fard he was not prepared to 
anwer the preceding night. The Right Hon. Gentleman had 
fince had time to inform himfelf of that, refpcfting which he 
ought never to have been in want of information ; and he 
dcfircdto hear from him explicitly, whether or not there were 
French officers employed as aids-de-camp to the Earl of 
Moirn, and receiving Britifli pay. 

Mr. Secretary Dtmdas faid, he did not feel himfelf bound by 
duty, or any other confideration, to give an anfwer to any 
fuch queftion. His opinion was, and he begged to be under- 
ftood as giving only his private opinion, that the Earl of 
Moira had a right to employ fuch inftruments as he might 
think moft fit for executing the fervicc with which he was 
cntvufLetl. To mention the names of French officers in any 
way contributing to the operations of the war, was a matter 
of much delicacy ; and he defired the Hon. Gentleman cnc0 
for all to underftand, that he ftiould decline anfwering any 
queftion, whatever might be the Hon. Gentleman's motive 
fpr putting it, that tended to difclofe the meafures of his 
Majtfty's government, the fuccefs of which might depend 
upon fccrefy, unlefs he was commanded by the Houle to 
j^nfwcr. 

* Major 
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MaJQr Maitland in reply laid» that being himfelf a militarf 
man, he could not be fuppofed to have meant to call for any 
information concerning the expedition of the noble Earl, the 
communication of which nxight prove injurious to the objeds 
of tlie fervice, or the iiucreils of the country. The fads he 
had wifhed to afccrtain, might be leartit from the meaneft 
private foldier ferving under his Ix>rdfliip \ though the Right 
lion. Gentleman feemed to conCder it a$ a very curious and 
important Cabin^ fecret. He understood from good author 
rity, that there were French oiliccrs employed under the 
command of the Earl of Moira, and in Britl(h pay. If fuch 
iva« the faS, it was contrary to la\y, and a ilt fubj^ci of 
inquiry by that Houfe. He was ready to admit, that the 
fituation of fuch French officers wa& delicate, and that thca 
fervices might be ufeful \ but if they were to be employed ia 
a legal way^ the delicacy of their fituation would not be 
violated, and their fervices would not be lefs important. All 
the army under the command of the Earl of Moira muft know 
whether any fuch officers were employed ; andt therefore, to 
ftate the fad to the Houfe of Commons, would not be di(- 
clofiug any (late fccret. If the motion he was now to make 
fhould not be affented to, he faid he would take another op- 
portunity of bringing the fubjett before the Houfe. The 
Major concluded with moving, *' That there be laid before the 
Houfe the n;imes of fuch officers, natives of foreign countries* 
now in fervice under the command of the Earl of Moira, and 
receiving Britilh pay." 

Mr. Grey fecond'cd the motion. He declared, he was fomo- 
what furprifed at having heard liis Hon. Friend's queftion 
refufed an anfwer, on grounds which appeared to him to be 
fo frivolous and fo idle *, hut lie was forry to obferve the bed 
part of the praftice of the conltitution broke in upon, and its 
principles departed from daily, under one fpecious pretence or 
other. The Secretary of StatQ Jiad faid, that the Earl of 
Moira had a right to employ fuch inftruments as he might 
think fit for executing the lervice with which he wa? entrufted* 
He would tell the Right Hon. Secretary, wlut the Earl of 
Moira had not a right to do : He had no right to empluf 
foreign officers in Britilh pay, within this country, without 
the authority of Parliament. If the motion fhould not be 
carried, he defired to he underftood to give notice, that he 
(hould again bring torward the fubjeft, and fubmit fome mo- 
tion to the Houfe relative to the landing of HciCan troops in 
tliis kingdom. 

The queilion on Major Maitland's motion was negatived, 
and the Houfe adjoutned till Monday. 

4 HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, Fti. 3. 

FRENCH PROPERTY IN F.ORfiIGN COVNTRRS. 

Tie Soiidtor General (Mr. Mitford) rofe to move for learc to 
bring in a bill) the grounds and neceflity of which had been 
fully explained by his Right Hon. Friend on Saturday, in 
what his Right Hon. Fiiend had faid relative to the late decree 
pailed in the French National Convention* The SoNchor 
General faid» he faw no occaCon to expatiate on the fubje£b 
then, becaufe if any difference of opinion fliould arife on any 
part of the provifion vhich fhould be propofed, it might be 
dtfcufled in fome llage of the bill : He would therefore con- 
tent himfelf with moving ibr leave to bring in a bill, the title 
of which he conceived would fufikrieady explain the obje£l of 
the bill itfelf. He moved accordingly, " That leave be given to 
bring in a bill, to prevent the application of debts in the hands 
of any of the fubje£ts belonging to his Majefty, to or for the 
difpofai of perfons refident in France, under the power of the 
pcrfons who exercife the prefent government in France, and 
for preferring the produce of fuch property to the individual 
owners thereof/* 

The queftion was put and agreed to, and the Attorney and 
Solicitor General and others ordered to prepare and bring ii\ 
the fame. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

The Houfc in a Committee of Ways and Means, for i"aifin^ 
a fupply to be granted to his Majedy, voted a continuance for 
another year of the duties now payable on Land and Malt, &c« 
1 lie report was ordered :o be received next day. 

I<eave was given to bring in a bill for regulating his Maje(ly*e 
marine forces while on (bore. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 

On reading the order of the day for the Houfe to refolve 
itfelf in a committee of the whole Houfe, to confidcr further 
of the fupply to be granted to his Majefty, 

The ChnnceHor of the Exchequer fold, the accounts of the 
army, ordnance, and extraordinarics of the navv, were very 
niuncrous. Whether it was intended by any Gentleman to 
enter into any particular difcuflion of them, he could not tell ; 
they were all now before the Houfe; he rofe now chiefly for 
th: purpofe of faying, that he fhould make a general reference 
to tbem all, in the courfe of what he ihouid fubmit to the 
Houfe on Wcdnefday. 

The Houfe having rcfolved itfelf into a Committee of 
Supply, paiFcd a reiolution moved by* Lord Arden, diat 
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.558j02iL be gnnted tx> his Majeftf for the ordinaries of 
the navy. 

His Lordfliip aMb moved, that 547,3 loK be granted to his 
M ajeily, to defray the expences of building and repairing fhips 
of war, and other extra work, over and above the fum to be 
allowed for wear and tear, for the year 1 794 : This refolu* 
iioo was likewife agreed to.- 

AKMY ESTIMATES. 
flke Secraary at War begged the attention of the Committee 
to the fubje£l of the army at prefent, and of the troops requi- 
fite for the fervice of the current year. He reminded the 
Hoiife that it had fallen to his lot to perform this duty for 
fome years paft, and hitherto he had only had the regular and 
limited nnmber of a peace eftabliihment to ptopoie. The 
ittuation however in which we found ourfelves involved, by 
the unprovoked and unjuitifiable aggreiSon on the part of 
France, and the confequent exertions we were bound to make 
to enable us to repel that aegreiTion, called upon us to make 
more vigorous efforts. Thefe. exertions he was happy in being 
able to aflert, were fuch as he had no doubt would reflcA the 
higheft honour upon thofe to whofe fpirk and talents they were 
principally to be attributed. To what extent they have been 
made, would beft appear by a comparative eftimace of what 
had been done in tormer wars, from which we could alone 
Judge of what had been eifefled in the prefent inftance. F^r 
this purpofe he dated to the committee the number of troops 
raifed beyond the peace eftabliihment in any one year during 
the war of 1756, as alfo in the late American war, fron 
which it appeared, that the greateft number of men raifed in 
any one year of thofe periods, did not exceed 212,000 men. 
— -Uuring the fliort period of one year, that the prefent Mrar 
had continued, we bad by various means, by the addition of 
new corps of cavalry, guards, .marching regiments. Sec* 
aAually raifed new troops to the amount pf no left than 
37,165 men, a number infinitely greater than could be pro- 
duced at any former period. Having thus ftated the fuperi* 
ority of exertions made for conducting the war, and the necefr 
fary vigour to enfure fuccefs and peace; he concluded with 
moving, ^ That a number of land forces, amounting to fixlf 
thoufand two hundred and forty-four efle£kive men, com- 
miffionedand non-commii&oned officers included, be employed 
for the fervice of his Majefty for the year 1794." 

Mr. Hujfejy in repiv, began with expreSing his concern, that 
with the beft inclination to promote every meafure that could 
promifc to further that fuccefs which muft be univerfaUy 
wiihed for, he \XM oUigcd to give his negative to tliid vote .of 
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troops, a negative he would give with additional fatisfaftiotit 
jf he could hope it would be ciTcftual. The Hon. Secretary 
had been at the pains to ftate to the Houfe, the comparative 
exei:^ions in raifing troops during the former and prefcnt wars ; 
•he could have wifhcd he had gone a little further, and ftated 
the operations cffcfted by thofe troops in other wars, and the 
prefent, whence we could more juftly eftimate the comparative 
advantages. The Houfe had heard the detail of wars in the 
years 17Q9> I7^> ^nd what troops bad been engaged in the 
whole of the American war. He wiQied he had heard as wdl 
as the number of the troops, the efie£l of employing them in 
the years 1760 and 1761. And after the number of tfoops 
in the American w^r, he (liould be glad to hear what benefit 
this country derived from the employment of thofe troops ^ 
and then he (hould like to hear ftated, what benefit wc are to 
expert from our prefent military force. He was almoft 
afliam^d to look at this augmentation of our military fbrccs 
becaufe he was afraid we (liould never be gainers by it : If it 
could be {hewn to him that wc might, he ihould be ready U> 
• fubfcribe to the augmentation ; but he had heard nothing yet> 
to make that appear probable. He declared himfelf, on a 
former night, an advocate for the augmentation of our navy ; 
becaufe he knew that if thev would do their duty, (and what 
reafon was there to doubt it r) they would be of more real ufc 
to this country than an augmentation, fuch as this, ten times 
' over: A few good (liips had ten times the force for us, of any 
land operation. He wiflied the minifter had ftated fome induce- 
ment fo the Houfe, for w^at was now aiked } for he confefled 
^at he felt a great deal upon this fubje£l, and h^ could not 
make up his mind as to any good that could be gained to this 
country, by this augmentation of its military fcrc:. We 
ihould only plunge ourfelves deeper and deeper by it. This 
country. Gentlemen would recoiled, was encompaOcd.by fea 
—the great obje£l of its rcfources was commerce. "What was 
likely to extend that commerce, and increafe thofe cefources? 
—Our navy. There were now borne and muftered, as Kc 
heaird on a former day, between feventy-five and fcventy-fix 
tboufand men. If we could afTord to augment in any part of 
an armament, why not make this one hundred thoufand ? The 
difficulty did not appear to him fo great, as to fome it might 
appear. A fhip properly manned was one that had one-third 
landfmen, one-third ordinary, and one^third able-bodied fea- 
men. Our fhips, eren on returning from an expedition, would 
be able to afford fome towards this complement. He could 
not help prefting thefe points on the confidcration of the 
Houfe, aud for the confidcration of the public, for he was 

perfuadcd 
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p^fuaded that we I^ad no good to expe£)^ from the augment* 
atioii of our army In this war. He did not mean to fay any 
tiling difrefpe«iful of the army. The army might by their 
exertions afford very material fervice to this country when 

Eroperly employed ; but upon this occadon he could not help 
lying he did not fee tha^ their utmoft exertions could be 
benencial to Great Britain , and therefore he was bound 
to give his negative to the motion then before the Commit^ 
tec* 

. Major Maitlani faid, he (hould vote for the motion then 
propofed \ but he begged leave to lay in his claim to take a 
different view; of the fubjc£l, from that which was taken by 
tiie Honourable Gentleman who {poke lad, for he was one of 
thofe who thought that the exertions of the army, under 
prudent dire£lions, arifing out of a prudent plan, might be 
rendered highly beneficial to this country. Whether that 
had been the cafe hitherto in the prefent war, was a quedion 
which he intended fliortly to examine. The Hon. Secretary 
at War had faid that more troops were now employed thani. 
in the American war ; he had no doubt but that the ftate- 
ment was correct m that particular. But that was not the 
point to be difcuffed j it was not the number of troops raifed 
that ought to be attended to, but the manner of raifing them, 
and when raifed the manner in which they were employed. 
If levy«-money to a greater amount was expended uppn the 
prefent plan, than on any former occafion, there certainlv was 
an end of all the merit in raifing men which was claimed. 
He did not wilh to fay (and he begged it to be underftood as 
fpeakingof the whole army), nor did he believe, that any blame 
could be afcribed to any of the generals, officers, or men em- 
ployed in the prefent war *, many of them he knew to be men 
of* the higheft chara£ler, and for whom he had great efteem ; 
and in (latine all the numbers at prefent employed, it would 
iiave been well if the Secretary at War had mentioned the ef- 
fects produced by the exertions of which he boafled, and 
bad dated the military operations of the campaign. It would 
have been well too if the Right Hon. Gentleman, or any other 
perfon in his Majedy's Council, had dated what all our force 
had to contend with, and then he believed it would appear that 
we are fighting againd that for which military prowefs is noc 
a match, ior there was no military ikill that could alter fenti* 
ment, or any military valour that could eradicate opinion. It 
would have been well too if the Right Hon. Secretary had had 
the candour to date that all our force was now to be employed 
agatnd opinion, for then we ihould fee the fituation in which 
we dood, and what probability we had of ultimate fucceik. 
^s that, however, 's^'aa not immediately the fubjeft of that 

Ggi night's 
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night's difcufiion) but might be the fubjeft of a futitre one, 
he would not puriue it any longer at prefent. The Houfc^ 
the Major faid, was then met todifcharge one of its moft im- 
portant funftions — that of taking money out of the pockets 
of its conftituents for the fupport of Government ; and in that 
point of view it became the Houfe to inqairc^ whether the 
money already levied on the public had been well applied^ 
and ^diat was to be expected from the application of it in 
future. We muft confidcr then, whether in the former cam-* 
paign minifters had made good ufe of what they hatf in their 
hands ?— -and this queftion would again refolve itfelf into two 
points — ^whether they had not employed fxaall force nrfierc 
great force was indifputably necefiary ?— and whethtr they had 
not employed great force where fmall force would have beea 
fufficxent ?-^He cared not what the force was, for the fake of 
the prefent argument ; his bufincfs was at this time to inquire 
whether the force, fuch as it was, had been well or til :^lied. 
In difcufling this he {hould leave out of the qucftion the whole 
•f the condu£b of our allies — what that might have been, 
Ikiight alfo be the fubjeft of difcuflion hereafter^ and when it 
Aould, he (hould be ready to argue and to.prove that tbe fuc* 
cefs of the alKes was infinitely inferior to what might reafon« 
ably have been expelled, and that the allies are at this tine 
in a much worfe ftate and fituation, than they were at die 
commencement of this campaign, or at the time of the Au- 
Itrians defeating Miranda at Maeftricht. The Major faid, he 
would confine mmfelf to the operations of Britifli troops com«^ 
manded by Britifli generals, upon every one of whidi, he 
feared it would be found that we had completed failed. Ifc 
believed it would appear upon the difcuffion of that fubjedy 
that inilcad of honour we had met difgrace— inftead of vic- 
tory we had found defeat-^infiead of advantage rained, wc 
had experienced lofs fmfiered— inftead of credit for mt wiiiotn 
of our plan, we merited nothing but contempt-^In a word, 
that there was nothing in any part of the campaign, that could 
be faid to give K> tliis country any one point of advantage, as 
a national objed. In one place, our force was found inad^ 
equate to the objeft to be gamed. In the other it was more 
than the objcft couW be worth, if gained. But he begged' 
again to repeat, that he meant not in the moft diftant manner 
cither to cail cenfure on the generals, officers, or men, triioi 
compofed onr armies, but to impute blame to minifters, to 
whofe mirmanagcment and mifcondu£t foleiy he attributed all. 
our misfortunes. 

• The Major proceeded to take a review of the principal 

events of the late campaign. The fucccfs that followe<uhe cm- 

bnikatiou o£ the guards for Holland, by the relief of Wil* 

I liamftadt^ 
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iMmftadti waSf he fatd, by tio means to be attribttted to any 
wi{(lom or forefight of miniftqrs» becaufe tKat being merdy 
a defetifive meafure, no previous plan could poffibly be 
atdoptod to infiirc fucce{$. The firft fair point for conlidera*^ 
tion of the f«bjeA> therefore, was that of the cond«£t of the 
Britiih at Vaieaciennes. When they came before that place 
(they did) as often they had done, and he trufted always womtd 
do), they acquitted themfeives with honour and glory tm their 
country : From their number, and from the number of the 
alliesf they fucceedcd in their obje£l} but from their ^lumber 
and the time takeir up for tha^ purpofe^ there was nothing 
wonderful in what was done on. that occafion, conlideriag 
that it was done by air the combined powers. \Vhen^ how* 
^ever, they came to zQ, Separately and without die alKes, as they 
did before Dunkirk, the confequence was difgrace ; the event 
not only reie&ed di%race upon the arms of this country, but 
had alfo been the cauie of the melancholy Ctuation in which the 
aUied armies had been eyer fince* Some Gentlemen from tiieir 
fmiles feemed to doubt this, and feemed to doubt whether tiie 
fiege of DunktriL refle£led difgrace on us. He would, for the ptir^ 
pofe of being well underftood, repeat, that the fiege of Dunlcirk 
refledked diigrace upon this country, and that it was in a grea(( 
meafure thecaufe of the fubfequent calamities which were fete 
by the aUied armies. What happened upon this occafion ? The 
Major faid, he muft again declare, that it was not the con* 
d\itt of the commander^ but of the minider, which he blamed^ 
At illuftrious Prince wlio commanded at that fiege was f«fi« 
ciently brave, there was no doubt of that* But the quelliem 
was, wh^her the means were adequate to the end propofed**- 
and it might be a queftion worthy of diXcuifion hcreafteri^ 
whether the expedition was undertaken with the advice of his. 
Royal Htghneis the Duke of York and the Prince de Saxe 
Cobourg, or without their -advice, by the Cabinet of England. 
How fsir in point of fa£t that fiege was tmdertaken by the gai'^ 
lant and illuftrious General -who commanded the Brltiih 
troops, upon his own fuggeilion, or by the interference of mi-* 
nifters at home, it was impoflible for him to poiTefs adequate 
information to foe able to ftate. But upon the very fiacc 
of it, the means employed were inadequate to the end pro^ 
pofed, and the expedition completely failed : This he believed 
to hare arifen either from ignorance or negligence at faome« 
The fituation of his Royal Highnefs on that occafion was very 
eomfortkfs: He faw himfelf forfaken by miniders: He faw 
himfelf left defencelefs. The officers under his command 
faw themfeives in that fituation, and the expedition failed. 
Why did he ftate this i Not for the Jake of faying that the 

pof* 
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pofleffion of Dunkirk was not defirable, &r deCrable . it 
certainly was^ but he dated it to (hew that the plan for taking ic 
was ill-contrived, and that it failed in the execution. It had been 
ftated by a gallant Admiral (M'Bride)| whofe veracity was as 
imdoubted as his courage, that the petty gun«boats annoyed 
our troops upon thatoccafion confidcrably; and to them like* 
wife we owed the lofs of one of the firn officers ihat graced 
the Britifli name» Major Moncrieffl He believed that the 
whole of the difgrace which fell upon the Britifli arms at 
Dunkirk, ought to fall upon the minifters who advifed it, and 
aot upon his Royal Highnefs the Duke of York. But if it 
Ihouki turnout othetwile, hou'ever illuftrious his character. 
Be could not be free from blame ; and that ought to be in- 
quired into hereafter. He underilood that when the Duke 
txmc there, in expectation of all the requifites, there was no 
battering cannon neceifary to carry on the fiege, and that other 
cflential articles were wanting, owing to the negligence of 
ibinifters. Upon the whole of this buiinefs, therefore, he 
muft repeat his former afiertion, that all the fubfequent mif- 
fortunes of the campaign were to be attributed to it, inafmuch 
as our difafter before Dunkirk ferved as a fignal for rallying 
throughout France. The confequence of our failure at this 
phce was fuch as he had already dated — the defeat of the 
rrince de Saze Cobourg at Maubeuge. The next objedl, a 
link in the chain of incidents which made up the connexion 
of the events of the campaign was that which took place 
ai Toulon, and upon this fubje£fc the language of miniders 
was curious. They aflumed credit for having deftroyed the 
French navy at that place* We certainly had given them a 
finrere blow in that refpe£t y but where was the praife to arife I 
We had got Toulon by treaty, and we loft it by force of arms : 
How did this prove our military advantage ? We got Toulon 
by promifes to the French there.— We loft their confidence 
by betraying them. How had minifters conduced themfelves 
upon this occafion ? They fent a force that was inadequate 
to keep it— we were faithlefs to our truft, and the only Uiing 
in which minifters exerted themfelves, was that of creating 
a Staffi incrcafing the officers, and purfuing all the expenfive 
part of a military eftablifhmcnt, and addin? to the means of 
corrupt influence; in (hort, upon the face of the whole of this 
expedition, there appeared, as far as minifters were concerned^ 
nothing but corruption and incapacity* 

If Toulon was of that confequence it had been formerly 
ftated, why was the expedition planned under Sir Charles 
Grey fufiered to be diverted from the prcfcrvation of it? 
After the capture of General O'Hara, the General who fuc- 

cecded 
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ceeded him (Dunda$) ftatpd in his difpatchcs the doubtfulneft 
of being able to hold Toulon withouc the poifeflion of the 
heights, which yet they were unable to preferve for want of 
troops. Thus the objeft failed, let the fault be where it may; 
With refpeft to the expedition under General Sir Charles 
Grey, how did matters ftand? That expedition was poftponed 
by repeated interruptions and delays until it was at laft fet fo7<- 
ward in fo boifterous and dangercfus a feafon, that by the laft 
accounts, he was feen ftruggling with ftorms with only one 
man of war, a frigate, and three tranfports. Thus did mi- 
nifters fritter away the efforts of the nation, and the expeditioa 
became nominal, for the fake of eftablifliing their fayouritc 
meafure — the Staff. 

In refpcd to the projefted expedition of the Earl of Moifag 
the conduct of minifcers had been as bad, if not worfe thaa 
in every other particular ; for that gallant ofEcerj whofe fkifl, 
knowledge, and valour, he did not doubt, after being attended 
by a variety of people, his expedition, as his Honourable 
Friend (Mr. Sheridan J had faid on a former night, ended in im 
invaHon of this country by a troop of Hefllans. Thus he had 
iftated, as briefly as the fubje^ would admit, all the objeSls and 
the e£feds of the different expeditions of the Britifh forces, as 
far as related to Europe. He would next proceed to ukc a 
(hort view of them in the Weft Indies; where the fame 
fcries of mifconduft and misfortunes prefentcd themfelves to , 
his view j where, whatever we undertook by force of armf, 
as in the expedition againft St.. Lucie, failed ; and where our 
fucceffes, as in the pofleffion of part of St. Domingo, was the 
cffeft of negotiation, not military exertion* Tobago was 
taken, which was the more defpicable, as it had been poiMed 
before by the Britiih, and had many Britiih inhabitants. But 
the expedition at Martinique had completely failed, and that 
by an inadequate plan, which, on the part of the minifters, was 
Ihamefully conduced : The fault, he would repeat, was not 
the fault of the general, or the oiEcers, or the men, but of tlie 
mintfter, and fo it would appear, when a proper inquirj 
came to be made into the fubjeft. The whole of the plan 
of the minifters in the Weft Indies, as well as their plans in 
Europe, were inadequate to the ends propofed, and had con- 
fequently failed. Whether we looked at home orabroad* tht 
condixSt of minifters had been one uniform fyftem of ne- 
gligence, in regard to the interefts of their country, its ho- 
nour, and its dignity ; and hardly any thing was to be feen to 
arife out of it, but difappointment and difgrace ; and when 
they came to anfwer to thofc charges, he wiihcd, for the 
honour of tlie Bijtiih charader, (blong renowned for bravery 

and 
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friendihip or perfonal intereft. If there exifted a party in this 
country which manifefted a wi(h to lower the monarchical 
power, that party would be defeated by not rendering that 
power odious by a wicked and dangerous ejctenfion of the 
prerogative of tne crown. Let the Gammons prove true to 
the people, and the people would remain obedient to the Com- 
mons. We have no invafion to fear, faid Mr. Fox, but an in* 
vafion of the conftitution i and the Parliament, which was its 
natural watchman, would regard with a tenacious and a jealous 
eye any meafures calculated to deftroy the balance of power in 
tne Three Eftatesy* by any unconftitutional extenCon of the ' 
prerogative of the crown. When the eyes of the world were 
turned to the Conftitution of England, he implored the Houfe 
not to fufier its admiration to ceafe, or to affift in permitting its 
noble ftrudure to be defaced. Ireland, he faid, was a free and 
imperial kingdom; though (he may allow of foreigners at home^ 
yet if they once crofTed the Channel and arrived in this 
country, they muft be conGdered as an illegal army, and Go- 
vernment could not, without the confent of Parliament, fufier 
them to remain in this kingdom. It was therefore incom* 
patible with Magna Charta to oppofe the motion of his Hon. 
Friend. The preamble of the Mutiny Bill, '' Whereas a 
ftanding army in time of peace is againft law," was always 
tlie fame in war, as in peace*-a clear proof that a diftin^iion 
between peace and war with refpe£l to the prerogative of the 
crown never entered into the contemplation of thofe who 
framed it. He purfued his fubje£i, and entreated that the in- 
troduft ion of , foreign troops on the prefent occafion, a mea- 
fure perhaps not blameable in itfelf, might be qualified, in fome 
way or other, fo as not to eftabliih a precedent of right in the 
crown> and make the Bill of Rights appear to be conCdered 
as a fuccefsf ul ufurpation, not, as it really was, an honeft de- 
claration. He called on the Gentlemen who had taken part 
with him in the debates of 1775 "^^ ^^ abandon their former 
fentiments, without well confidering the importance of them. 
Let them reflect that the queftion was the conftitution, and the 
weapon the army ; and that fuch queftions were not to be 
governed by nice points and diftin£tions, like common law 
cafes. If there was any caufe of alarm from any internal 
party hoftile to the conftitution, which he did not believe, the . 
true way to combat fuch men was to fhew pra£tically that they 
were wrong : To prove that the Houfe of Commons wicre 
virtually, if not literally, the reprefentativcs of the people; 
that they were vigilant for the interefts of their conftituents ; 
that they were as much on their guard agauift the encroach- 
ments of prerogative as againft thofe of any too popular party \ 
2 but 
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thtts nan whofe meritorious fenrices defeived better were fu- 
perfededt tinlefs Ihey could raife money to purchafe that to 
whicb their fervices gsve them a fair claim j and he was con- 
fident that when the account came to be wound up and ckrfed, 
khe puUic would not gain by this plan ; and although, confl* 
derinff the thing in itfelf, it might be fair thus to raife the 
tnca for the purpofe of faving expence, yet in ite principle 
it was extremtly cenfurable, inafmuch as it was clearly un<i» 
tonftitutional to raife men for the public ferrice, without the 
ezprcfs confont of Parliament } and if economy was the ob- 
jeii of our minifters^ inftead of bidding defiance to the con^ 
ftitation, which they daily praifed, they (hould look around 
diei^i and they would fee a long lift of ufelcfs places that 
tnigbt be foldi and the produce brought into the public purfe* 
The taft point, which he meant to advert tO| the Major faid, 
%ras the enormous axfd unprecedented expence of the Stafl^ 
which Exceeded by many thoufand pounds the expence of the 
Staff at the moft brilUant period of &iti(h annals. It amounted 
at prafent to the fum of 971O00L pet annum-^a fum exceed*- 
ing by ^o^oooL a petiod when the wars of this country were 
guidoi by the late Lord Chatham, and being much beyond 
any period of the American war. From all thefe fzOiSf it was 
dear that mlnifters paid no attention to economy, but pur- 
fued plans improvident in themfelves, and utterly inadequate 
to the ofajefib propofed. He concluded with obferring, that 
akhoud^ he could not ^icquiefce in tlie eftifftate of the ex- 
traoidmaries on the table, iie muft from neceflity vote aWay, 
to a raft amount, the money of his conftituents ; nor had 
he any (atisfaflion from the fuccefs of the application of the 
laft burden they had bome*; yet he might go away with this 
chilling, this miferable refle£lion, that he was voting away 
their property upon that which would not benefit any honift 
individufld in this country. 

Mt. JifAmfin faid, as the fubjed might be agitated at a 
future opportunity, it would not be neceflary for hmi to enter 
very muck at large into this fubjeS i and moft efpecially the 
material pavts of it appeared to be within a narrow eom<- 
pafc. Two pointfr would naturally fuggeft themfelves for 
Confiderationt Firft^ ^^ Whether the campaign, as far » 
our mUtcat y opetafions were concerned in it, had been fuc*- 
eefsftil or unfuceefsful ? Secondly, fuppofing any part of it. 
CO ha^ bOM unfuGcefsful, whether that want of fuccefa waa 
ot was not attributable to Oovetmnent V* Or, \a other words* 
^ whether any blame was fairly to be attached tb minifters or 
not ?'^ In the mft plaee, he maintained that if the campaign had 
bten fueoefe^oly gcnarattyijpeaking^rivfa /«(i#j it waa to bf taken 
^.Voj..I. : Hi that 
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th;it they deferred praife, and on the other handj although die 
t^cccfs had been general, yet there might be room for Uame 
from the evidence of a particular a£l of niifcondu£t. Confi« 
dering their conduct in the(e points of view, he did not fee that 
miniilers had been to blame in anv part of the campa^. It 
was obvious that in the courfe of tnis war we had employed in 
one year 109OCO men more than at any other period of the £une 
length, and fo far it was evidence of merit, becaufc it ap- 
peared that miniilers had been attentive to the public force* 
The fiege of Dunkirk had next been alluded to. Upon that 
point he muft admit, that Dunkirk was a confiderabk obje£l 
to this country i but although a conGderable obje^, it was 
by no ^eans the higheft obje£l we bad upon the continent 
Mr. Jenkinfon faid, he would take a view of the fiege of 
Dunkirk, and he Mattered himfelf, could pix>ye that the means 
taken to carry on that fiege, were, under all the circum« 
ftances, the bed that could have been adopted; for it muft be 
remembered that, although we wiilied to take Dunkirk, yet 
that it was an eflential part of our plan to divide the arms of 
the enemy. At that time it was held, that until Maubcuee 
ihould have been taken by the allied powers, BruiTels was in 
danger ; it was therefore eflential to us that Dunkirk (hould 
be attacked then, if attacked at all, becaufe, if not attacked 
then, the foil being marihy, it would be fruitlefs to attempt 
the attack at an advanced period of the feafon ; and he was 
ready to allow, that if the means which were neceflary for 
that iiege did not arrive, and if thofe who had the condu£l of 
it had remonftrated, and after that the cabinet of this country 
had infifted on carrying on the £ege without affording the 
means which had been applied for, it would be on their part 
unjuft and highly criminal : But be could anfwer for that 
which had pafied 'between the General, who had the command 
of that fiege, and the minifters of this country, that no fuch 
correfpondence had taken place. If a remonftrance had been 
made, if it had been faid, that the fiege of Dunkirk was im* 
practicable, or that in a military point of view it ihould not 
have been undertaken, the cabinet never could have thought 
of it. But let it not be imagined, that when he was defend- 
.ing Government fron> blame upon t}iis occaGQn,he was calling 
.any upon the illuftrious perfon who was at the head of the 
£ege. Every thing was done that could be done. The expe* 
dition had failed* But was it expected that we were<ncver to 
fail ^n gny thing wf: undertake, and that particularly at a time 
•when fome in that Houfe were fo ftrenuoufly infifting on the 
jgreat ftrength and courage of the French i Our feoond obje£k 
wa^ t|^e (agtur^ of Quefnoy $ w^ took tbatj and we failed to 
^ .. . .late 
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take Dunkirk. With regard to the ordnaticc that was to have 
been employed at the fiegc, he had heard, and he believed it 
•was cxprefsly defircd by the commander, that ordnance (hould 
-not come down, until they had arrived at Dunkirk, for fear, 
in the interim, of its falling into the hands of the enemy. 
'The confequence of which was, that the fiege was unfuc- 
cefsful, and the confequence of the fiegc there was, that we 
were fuccrfsful in another quarter, the French were brought 
down from the Rhine and the Mo2el]c, which weakened the 
«nemy very much — an objecb, at that period, of the greatell 
importance to us and our allies. 

He next adverted to our operations in the Weft Indies, and 
faid, he was confident there was no caufe for blame on mi- 
xiifters in that quarter. It was true that we did not fucceed at 
Martinique and Gaudaloupe, but the plan for that purpofe 
was'rteverthelefs a good one, for at that time we had reafon 
to apprehend, they were in the power of the ariftocratic 
party. In the interval that had elapfed between their fetting 
out, and their arrival at the place of deflination, a revolutioa 
took place, and the democratic party had gained the afcend- 
ancy. When the forces had arrived, this was a circumftancc 
that required prudence and difcrelion. The General at firfk 
debarked part of the forces ; but, as foon as they found that 
no fuccefs was likely ultimately to enfue, but that, t>n the 
contrary, a great number of the' men muft, were the obje^ 
to be purfued, inevitably have perifhed, they re-embarked 
them again. In faft, we had been betrayed, and treachery 
could not be forefeen nor guarded againft, and therefore no 
blame was on that account alfcribable to minifters. 

Toulon, he faid, was certainly an ohjtSt with us, but 
when he was afked, why we did not fend troops there to keep 
it, he would anfwer, that although Toulon was an obje6^, 
yet it was not of fuf&cient magnitude, when held in com- 
petition with the chance of our taking the French Weft 
India illands, to outweigh that objc6t. Beftdes, Lyons and 
Marfeilles, as well as many parte of the fouth of France, were 
Rt that time favourable for an infurrc£lion againii the ruling 
power of France, and would have fucccedcd, had the Lyonefc 
Men able to hold out as long as minillets had reafou to hope 
they would; and therefore tkey were juftificd in thinking 
that our additional force might have been better employed in 
the Weft Indies than it ct)uld at Toulon i where indeed it 
could not have been wanted, but for the unforefccn furrcnder 
of Lyons. 

The expedition of the Earl of Moira, he felt himfelf pre- 
pared to defend. Notwithitanding what ha^ been faid againd 

nil 7, , ir, 
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it, that expedidon was well cosccrteds and the reafoo why it 
liad not been tried, and probablr why it woidd not hafc been 
fucoefsful, waSf that the royalifts did not endeavour lo gaii| 
poflleffion of fea-ports, previous to which it would have been 
ompoffible for us to fend a fufEctent force to that country, to 
give reafon to exped fucce& : And he appealed to the Gentle- 
men of the army, who were preijeott whether this weie nofc 
vndeniably the fa£l« aqd whether they did not in their con* 
fciences believit) that the royalifts alone were to blaaet and 
that the fault did not attach to the Earl of Moira or bis army. 
Mr. Jenkinfon added fome general obfervatioos on the whole 
fubjeft of his argument, and contended that tlie exertions of 
Government, during the whole of the campaign by fea and 
land, had been at leaft as greaty as vigorous, and as fucce(sfu}, 
as at any other period. Sure he was that no Uame was to be 
imputed either to minifters, officers, or men. But if any Gca^ 
tleman (hould think proper to move for an inquiry, that would 
. be the time to enter fully into the fubje£b $ and if fuch an oo* 
cafion fliould offer, he would be ready to meet the queftson. 

Mr. Drah^ who had rifen at the fame time tnat Mr. Jen* 
idnfon did, defired that the aueftion might be read. He thea 
entered into a defence of the grounds of the war| and faidt 
he wiflied to imprefs the Ifoufc with thofe fentiments which 
they Mid juft received from an Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Hufley) : 
k fortiori^ thefe fentiments were ftrong iq his mipd. Tbcic 
was no remedy for any circuitous talk, in hk opiaion^ but 
interruption of the member. What ht had heard was noib 
irrelevant, but founded on the bafis of good fenfe. The navy 
of England was our boaft, our honour, and our pride \ but 
the queftion was not, whether a fupplemental force (hould be 
added to the navy of England in the profecution of this ipsrW 
^ffr. All CMX force, Ab:. Drake faid, ouf^t tn be exerted 
againft the formidable power of Frances and the queftioa 
was, whether we fliould zQi up to our profeffions, or relax in 
our exertions. He profefled himfelf a zealot for the welfare 
of his country; a zealot for her fuccefsji and every thii^ 
that concerned her interefts» he faid, was near and dear to Uf 
heart. ^ He would therefore give it a difinterefted, cordial» 
patriotic, zealous, and dutiful fupport.. He (aid, he admired 
economy, but this was not a fubje£l to which w^ iHight t^ 
apply it. 

Major Maitland rofc to explain ; and (hortly ftatedi that he 
had complained of the condu£^ of the cabinet, and he had 
been anfwered, that the condufl of the cabinet was wife* 
He reminded the Houfe, that he had exprefly faid, that it wa^ 
not of the Briti(h genersds or the Britifli troops he complained i 

lie 



Fjeii. ll ^ WOODTAIX^S PARLIAMENTARY REPCHIT8. *«4i 

ht believed they had done, and he belief they would dotl]>eir 

4uf:y, but they h^d been pUced ia a fituation where gaU^a^ 

and merit could be of little ufe to their country. With n>- 

gard to Dunkirk, it was faid that ^he poflcflion of it was de^ 

firable : He did not conceive that the poflefiion of Dunkirk 

was particularly deiirable, nor had he fo argued it \ h& had 

Hated that ^ fiege was improperly carried on, and that af«* 

faction had not been anfwered. It waa faid t&at orders hid 

been given, that the ordnance at the fiege of Dunkirk was 99t 

to be proved until the Duke came for it, for that i| sti^ 

^ have been taken by the enemy.— Certainly it might :-^But if 

* it was not ready for him when he came up, how was be tp 

make any ufe of it?«-11iere was another part of the iiege of 

Dunkirk which had not been mentioned, that of letting four 

infignificant French gunrboats comeottt^ and our not havixig a 

^ngle veifel at the time to take them. 

The Major gdded to his obfervation^ ^ the conda^ of tlie 
campaign in the Weft Indies^ particularly the attempt on 
.Martinique, and the expedition of the Earl of Moiran atid 
^till maintained diat the whole of th? campaign had bew 
unfuccefsful and difgraceful to uf, on account olslj of the 
fX)ndu6^ of our minifters. 

Mr. Hujly faid, he could not allow minifters the credit iittf 
claimed for raifmg more men than had been levied ia any 
former war. He declared, that his wiihes were not for oon^ 
queft, but for a fafe and honourable termination of the war in 
which we had unfortunately been involved. The msnifter 
himfelf had called for the vigilance ef the Houfe over the ta^ 
penditure of public money. Was not the dirediion of the 
force, for which money was voted, a fubje£k equally important^ 
and over which the Houfe ought to be equally vigilant i He 
was fick of the war on the continent, in which his was pef- 
fuaded every exertion, as far as we were concerned, moft 
ultimately fail. He called upon the Right Hon. Geatlemaa 
at the bead of Adminiftration to tell the Houfe and the eowfr- 
try, diftin£tly, what was the real obje£l of the war, and what 
he hoped to obtain by perfevering in the war on the contineiit» 
and what probability there was of obtaining that objeft? 
Thefe points fatisfied^ be would give his afleut to the mea&ire 
propo^. 

Lord Fielding replied to that part of Mr. Jenkinfon's argu*- 
ment, in which nc had contended that the Generala who 
commanded the eapedition againil Dunkirk having made no 
f emonftrance that the means afibrded them were inadequate, 
Ijuottlers^v^wre therefore txcmjfC from blame. What authoriry> 
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his LordOiip a(ked, had the Hon. Gentleman for faying, that 
the Generals were fatisfied with the means promiftd them, or 
that all the means had been afforded which were promifed ? 

Mr, Jenkinfin in explanation f?.id, he did not mean that 
Generals were anfwerable for all the details of every particu- 
lar operation they undertook, much lefs if Government neg- 
lected to furnifh them with all the aid that was promifed. 
Mr. Jenkinfon faid, as none of the officers employed in the en- 
terprifc againft Dunkirk had ever ftated that Ae force entrufted 
to them was inadeauate for the purpofes for ^hich it was in- 
tended, no refponfibility could poffibly attach upon minifters, 
though the expedition had failed. 

Captain Berkeley faid, the army eftimates being the fubjeft 
of the debate, he was not prepared to fpeak on the ordnance. 
To one remark, however, he could make fome reply. If his 
information was right, the ordnance for the fiege of Dunkirk 
was required to be ^t the place of its dcftination between the 
21 ft and a4th of Auguft, and it aftually arrived on the 24th. 
He was forry that Sir Charles Grey, whofe force had been re- 
prefented as inadequate, was deprived, by the campaign in the 
Houfe of Commons, of the fervices of an officer (Major 
Maitland) whofe talents might have contributed fo much to 
the fuccefs of the campaign in the Weft Indies. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he was happy to ilnd 
that there was no dire£l oppofition to die queftion ; and as all 
the collateral topics of debate were announced as matter of 
future and more formal difcuffion, when the fenfe of the 
Houfe might fairly be taken with refpeft to the conduG of his 
Majefty's minifters, he (hould touch but very briefly on them 
at that time 5 a line of conduA which temporary indifpofition 
would oblige him to nurfuc, were he otherwife inclined. To the 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Huffcy) who had called upon him fo 
pointedly, he muft anfwer, that he could not enter into any 
detail of the intended operations on the Continent \ but that, 
looking 'at the general charafter and defcription of the war, 
looking at the internal ftate of France, upon a change in which 
more tnan upon any other circumftance muft the poffibtlity of 
a fafe and honourable peace depend, he could fay that a naval 
war would prove inefficacious, becaufe it would not bring that 
immediate preflure upon an enemy, which was neceflary to 
accelerate the profpeft of peace. France, he faid, had com- 
mitted and was perfifting in the commlffion of fuicide on her 
own commerce. She was not only carelefs of her colonies, 
but it fecmed to be her fyftem to deftroy them and her com- 
merce. Let Gentlemen but r^colkft what were the caules 
X which 
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wKidL kd to the war. Tbcy were, firft, the encroachments madej 
and attempting by the French on the territories of other 
pomrerSf to reftrain which had, in all former times^ been held to 
bt the policy of Great Britain. The next, which was infa6b 
for otir own comiherdai and maritime fafety, proved that the 
oontinentai war was neceflary. The French had over-run the 
Attflr^ir i>fetfaerlandsy and threatened Holland with an invaflon*. 
I£ wfc fufFered them to add port to port, and commerce to 
CQiaihefce ; if we fufFered them, to poflefs themfelves not oAly 
of all the ports and means of naval and coiQmerciai force 
which Holland aiForded, but alfo the Intermediate ports of the 
Netherlands, however fafe we might think ourfelves from im- 
mediate attacki what profpeA couid we look to of future fe-« 
curityP.To fave Holland from an invaf&oo, and to recover 
the Auftrian Netherlands, the only barrier for Holland againft 
the force of France, were true Britifli objeds— objects in which 
Britain was as deeply and as immediately interefted, as the 
Emperor himfelf. But to obtain thefe objectsy he would appeal 
to the judgment and the candour of every reafonable man, if i% 
was not neceflary to undertake a continental war. 
' During the Arft campaign of the war, whatever judgment 
might be formed of it, or whatever epithets might be applied 
to it by others, he fhould contend, we had been ejninently fuc- 
ce(sful, although not (as what campaign of fuch extent ever 
was ?) without fome important failures and reverfes. The argu« 
inent to be deduced from this would militate diretSUy asainft the 
condufions of the Honourable Gentleman i for all tho^ reverfes • 
had been owing to the inadequacy of the force brought into. die 
field againft a people, who did not carry on war by levying and 
equipping armies like other powers, but who might rather be 
Confidered as an arm^d nation. If any argument was tovbe 
built upon this, and he was aware of the ufe fome Gentlemen 
might make of it, it would not ferve their purpofe, becaufe 
it would be found too much for thofe who would urge it 
l^ainft the continuance of war ; for either it was impolfible 
we could fueceed in bringing any force adequate to our obje£i^ 
and then all muft be defpair, a fentiment which he believed not 
many would be brought to harbour ; or elfe, if they could not 
bring the country to this conclufion, they only proved the ne- 
ceflity of making ftill more vigorous exertions. He v^ould a(k 
Gentlemen, whether the interefts of this country would have 
been better confulted — would the prote<5lion of Holland and the 
recovery of the Netherlands have been more eiFedually pro* 
moted, if we had not had 30,000 men in Flanders ? 6ur hopes 
then MT^re^ thatyve iho>ild be able to make greater exertions in 

the 
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tbefecond campaign, than we bad done in the firft; andtkiiiiavit^ 
iMdefome progreis already, our future progrefs would be greaiberi 
More rapid, am decifive, becaufe we ibould ftart witb foperioi 
force^ and from better ground. The gM>und from which we werd 
fo flart was better, becaiifir the French were driTen from all ibtii 
lortatr conquefts on the Rhine i and jddiough thej had agMO 
ken unfertiinately able to orer-runpart of that counti^, tbaf 
kad been prevented from feezing on Ments, the kev off Oexu 
ioany in that quarter. They were driven out of tne Auftriao 
Nedierlands, and infteadofhaving to begin the campaign with 
feme of the flrong places of Holland taken, and others on th« 
pemt of falling, welhouldbegtn it witfi ieveral of the ftrong 
Ibttreifes of die French frontiers in die hands of the AUies. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer (aid, he did not claim fop 
limfelf the exemption ftated by his Honourable Friend (Mn 
jMkinfon), that when Generals did not remonftrate that thtf 
force given them for any objedl VMis inadequate, they, and not 
Mtoifters, were refponfible for mifcarriage. He thought it would 
fte more correal to iay> that in (uch cafe, Oenerah would be-> 
come jpintiv refponfible with Minifters for mifcarriage. What 
degnee'of b^me might attach to a General and what to Mini- 
Iters, on this fuppofitioii, it would be rarely fit to difcufs^ 
nnlefs the mifcarriage had been of foch magnitude, as Co render 
the inconvenience of avoiding inquiry, as'^rtat as the danger 
to be apprehended from difcuSion — and in ttoie of war how great 
that danger was, he needed not remind the Committee* But 
Hrhen Gentlemen faid, that the expedition againft Dunkirk 
traa undertric^ contrary to the opinion of the illuftrious Prince 
Who commanded it, or that the force employed in it was in hit 
0|(inion inadequate, he muft tell them that their informatiofi 
%nis diametrically the reverie of the fa£t. The acquifttion of 
Dunkirk, at a time when the obje£i was to make as great and 
td genenal an impreffion as poflible upon the enemy's fron* 
tief, every Gentleman would allow was important* It was not^ 
however, h important as to fuperfede other operations, and 
divert the force at the difpofal of Minifters from other pur* 
pofes, which they might think of ftili higher importance* He 
WHS ready to avow that, as one of his Majefty's Minifters^ he 
had advifed the expedition againft Dunkirk, believing not only 
that the plate could not refrtt the force that was fent againft it^ 
%ttt aUb that the French could not, by any probable exertion^ 
Colled a force fuficient to relieve it. That he was deceived ia 
his>ftopes, was but too true — whether he was to be blamed for 
advice from which he would not now ibrink, it would be for 
tile Houfe toconfider and decide, if they fl^puld dunk fit to 

go 
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go Into the inquiry, of which notice had been givcp. When 
tilt niotipn for inquiry catne to be debated, if fuch ^ motion 
/ihould be made, He mould contend that there was no ground 
laid for inquiry, and that, even if thene were, the danger to 
be apprehended, far ovt^-weighed any advantage that'' could 
poffibly be expe6ied from it. If he were confeious of an 
error, he ihould npt be afhamed to own it, as, on (o con>plicated 
a [\ibjcEt as the diredion of a war, who would have the pre- 
Aimption to fay, that he (hould never err ? but fo hr was he^ 
thenthaf he had hadithe^id of expe;rienc.e to inform his judg- 
ment, from being coqieious of-aqy error in the advice he had 
g^ven, ^hat he had no hefitatjon to fey, that under the feme 
drcumftances he (hould give the fenrie advice again. To the 
very refpeflable Nobleman a^ the head of the ordnance, Ijc 
owed i.t ko declare, that no exertion that could be made in the 
department over which he preCidcd, had been omitted, TTxe 
French gun-boats, of which fo much had been faid, bad in 
point pf hO. contributed nothing to the failure of the enter- 
prife. The true caufe of the retreat was, that the covering 
army was attacked by fuch fi^perior fbrcea as even the aHe con- 
duft of the officer who commanded it, could not refift. Both 
the time and the manner of th^t retreat were ^ighly honour- 
able to die Prince by whom it was diretftet}. In the ardour pf 
youth and courage, to relinquifli a fevouritc objcft, and to 
jmark the precife time when to relinquilh it became neceflaryj 
was, in l^is confideration, the faigheft proof of merit. 

Refpe£iing the conduft of the war in other parts, .-all he 
dcfired tfi know was, what more minifters could have done 
with tl^e fprce they had at their command ? On this he would 
reft the whole of tneir merit or demerit. When the fotce at 
Toulon and the force cjlrdered thither were known, he Aould 
be ready to di^cufs the conduft of minifters refpefting' the de- 
fence of that place, if the Houfe thought fit. AH he Ihould 
then fay was, that although they confidered retaining pdf- 
fefiion pf Tpulon as of importance, they did not hold ft to be 
fo important as to giv£ up, on account of it, the expedition to 
the Weft Indies. They had ordered fuch a force for the de- 
fence of Toulon ^ they conceived to be fufficicnt, and he 
did pot even then think that it would have been jurfifiable 
to forego the expedition under Sir Charles Grey. Xhey af- 
terwards diminifhed the force intended for that expedition, 
for reafons, which it was not then proper to explain. Such 
as it ftill remained, they thpught it adequate to the fervice (qv 
which it was feht ; and neither ^eal nor talents would be 
panting on the part of the officer who commanded, fp render 
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k fuccersfiil. With rcfpcft to the force colleSed under the 
command of th6 Earl of Moira, it was idle to difcufs the 
merits of an expedition, if fo k might be called, whfch had 
keen only projc^ed and was now laiJ afide. All he ihould fay 
was, th;^t minificFS bad uot the means of attempting fuch an 
^pedition at an earlier period ; and that thej' were judifled 
in pLmning it at ihc time they did. How the troops collc<3c4 
for that plan mi^ht b« now employed,, be ccriainly ihould not 
explain. 

To retttrn to the fubje£b of Torioo' (for on fach occa^ 
fions it was diilieuU to refrain from iaying more than wa» 
at firft intended) ; in the defence of it, while it eould be de- 
fended, and in the evacuation^ when it could be defended no' 
longer, the officers who commanded had great and extraor- 
dinary merits. The obtaining poffeiSoA of it depended on 
t;^e excellent condition of the fleet fent into the Mediter- 
ranean, and the admirable condad of the officers who com- 
manded it. Had it not been for this fortuna^ combination 
of circumflancesy the fleet of the enemyyfometimesfuperior 
in point of numbers, could not have been blocked up in the 
port of Toulon, and that degree of famine produced, which 
was the primary caufe of the furrender. After the tower and 
forts were occupied by the (mall force then at the cKfpoial of 
Lord Hood, fuch exertions for maintaining, the place were 
made, as he was aftonifhed to hear a member of the Brw 
tiih army,, even inadvertently, for he was fure.it could only be 
from inadvertence, reprefent as difgraceful to the Britifh arms^ 
IV hen it became neceiTary to evacuate die place, let Gentle* 
tnen call to mind the circumftance againft which that opera- 
tion had been eiFettcd ^ let them fuppofe a great town to be 
abandoned, a large garrifon to be embarked, and the inhabit- * 
ants, mconilernation and difmay, to betaken away, while the 
enemy had gained fuch advantages in various quarters, as en« 
abled them to threaten the town itfelf— Let them fuppofe alt 
this performed in the face of an enemy ; the garrifon em- 
barked ; as many of the inhabitants as chofe, to the amount 
cf mai}y thoufands, taken on board the (hips v and ill without 
the lois of a (ingle man, which could hardly havr been hoped 
in A peaceable embarkation of the fame extent, on the river 
Thames. — Let them then add the deftru&ion of the enemy's 
ihips to fuch a degree, as to form the greateft blow given to the 
French navy at any period — and then would any man fay, that, 
the officers who conduced thofe operations, had notdifj^ayed 
courage and condw^t bigbly-creditable to the Britiih name ) 

aiuf 
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and that tbey were aot entitled to every honourable mark of 
commendation and applaufe ? 

' Sir James Murray rofe to fet Captain Berkeley right in a 
particular in which he appeared to be miftaken. Sir James 
faid, the Honourable Gentleman was milinformed with refpedl 
to the arrival of the ordnance for the fiege of Dunkirk, It 
ought to have arrived between the 20th and a2d of Auguft, 
andit did not arrive till the 26th or 27th. The lofs fuftained by . 
the file of the French gun-boats was not fuch as had been 
reported, and had no material efFefl: in raifmg the flege. The 
enemy, notwithftanding the fupport they might expedl from 
their gun-boats, ^ere driven back into the town as often as 
they attempted a fally. The fole caufe of raifing the fiege 
was the defeat of the covering army by a fuperior force, an 
accident that had more than once happened to an army oiorc 
niimerous, and to the beft-difciplined troops in Plurope. -The 
retreat was made in the beft order, although in the night, and 
nothing was left behind that it was poflible to bring away. 
The refolution to retreat was taken, ^nd the qrders given, in 
the moft cool and deliberate manner, by the Duke of York j 
and bv the difpofitions made after it, the French were repulfed 
at Ypres, Menin was retaken, and WeflT Flanders faved. 
He agreed that the great theatre of war was at Maubeuge and 
Quefiioy, for on that part of the frontier it was that a ftrong 
and efFedlual impreiHon muft be made. 

Mr^ Fox faid, that although a future difcufiion was pro- 
mifed, fome fcntiments had been delivered, on which he mull 
remark, while they were frelh in the memory of the Houfe. He 
agreed perfeftly with the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Hufley) 
iVho had opened the difcufiion, on the propriety of the time 
he had.chofen for making his obfervations, as well as on the 
propriety of the obfervations he had made. According to the 
beft praSice of the beft times, it was in point and in order to 
^onfidol- the ability of Minifters to direft to the moft bene- 
ficial efFeft that force to pay for which they were about to 
vote the money of their conftituents. He was glad to .find 
Gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfe fo much pleafed 
as they profefled to be vvith the fucceffes of the campaign. If 
it were poflible to talk with levity of the fituation of Europe, 
ivhich he confidercd as highly difaftrous, or more alarming than 
difaftrous, he Ihould congratulate the Hou(e on the iftlie of a 
campaign with which all parties engaged in it were ploafed. 
We extolled the fuccefs of our armies ; fo did the French that 
bf theirs. We applauded the evacuation of Toulon as a 
jnoft fortunate event \ the French celebrated the iame event 

\\ % by 



by public feftivals — So that Mintfters and thejr miglit meet 
and j<Mn in one common j ubilee. Unfortunately for him, how^ 
ever, he could not participate in thefe rejoicings, wbilft he&i/^ 
Hurope bfbught into a fituatidn melancholy and aSli^ng id 
every mail Who pofTefled the leaft fpark df juftice or lui- 
inanity. 

Froni the time kt which Parliatmexit wds prbrogue^ "when 
the advantages we had obtained wete fet fordi in terms ai 
vaunting as they could well bear, we had fcen little fuccefs and 
niuch defeat. \Vheh he khew that all the latter part of the 
campaign had been uniformly linruccefsful s when the fuc-^ 
ccfles b[ the early part, inUcad 6f conducing, as might have 
been expected, tb new fuccefTcs, had only led to dSufter and 
dlfgrlce ; he augured but ill of the future, as every rational 
man mult au^Ur. He could neither agree with the Honourable 
Gcntlertan(MK Jenklnron),nor with the Chancellor of the Ex-' 
chequer, who hail corrected him on the fubje<El o( refponfi- 
bility. Inftcad of refting wholly with Generals, or Jointly on 

. Generals ahd Miniflcrs, it lay wholly with Minifters in the 
flrft inftance. 1 here wa*^, or ought to be, a military man id 
the cabinet, and he f jppofeithc Commander in Chief neld that 
iituation now, on whofe information and advice, Minifiers 
^ere to decide both on the propriety of undertaking expe- 
ditions, and the forc'ei rcquifue for fuch expeditions. They 
might have much informaiion refpcwting which the officer ap-' 
pointed to command in any expedition might be ignorant ; con-« 
kquently they, a!id not he, wc-rc to judge of the force necef- 
fary , and his acceptance of a command with an inadequate 
force, was no juftification for thc;n. If he knew in that Houfe, 
that an officer had mifcondu£^cd the force entrufted to him 
(and he hoped no tnah would be fo uncandid as to fuppofe what 
ntf fuid to have any particular application), he would charge 
Minifiers with the blame in the firft inftance, bccaufe itwai 
-their duty tb employ none but proper perfons. When they 
were put upon their defence, they might (hew reafOns for the 
choice they had made, and in proportion to the validity of thofis 
rcaforis, would they be exculpated. He did net pretend to 
know whether the Commander in Chief of the Combined 
army, and the illuftrioUs Prince who commanded the troop* 
fent againft I])unkirlc, approved or difapproved of the expe- 
dition ; but this he kncW, that if, on the general Intjuiry intii 
the bufircfc, it Ihould appear that it was undertalcen Contrary 
to the ji' igmenc of fuch profeiTional men, the circumftancc 
would form a ftrong aggravation of the charge againft Mi-» 
riftera. 

The 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer had faid, that the defence 
6r Toulon was not to fuperiede the expedition to the Weft 
Indies. In one point of view, the defence of Toulon was 
paramount to the capture of all the Weft India iflands, for it 
iyvas to preferve the faith of the nation folemnly pledged to the 
inhabitants, who had put themfelves under uur protc£tion. 
We entered Toulon by treaty, not by conqueft, as the ally of 
Louis XVII. in conjunction with the King of Spain, to whom 
the place was as much furrendered as to us j and on the exprefs 
condition of reftoring to the inhabitants who admitted us, what 
they called their conftitution of lySq ; although he heard that the 
part of the treaty tb which he alluded had been broken by our 
fubfequent proclamations. We got poiTeflion of the (hips and 
ftores in truft for our ally Louis XVII. and after that, to boaft of 
deftroying them as the £hips of an enemy, was a perverfion of 
terms. He admitted, that when they could not be defended, we had 
bright to deftrqy-them, or, what was ftill better, to bring them 
away, in order to prevent their falling into the hands of thofe 
Who were the enemies of Louis XVII. But this was to be 
lamented as a misfortune, more efpecially if any confiderable 
part of them did fall into the hands of his enemies, not vaunted 
as an* inftance of extraordinary fuccefs. Let Mlnifters hold 
to Louis XVII. or his reprefentative, if he had any,,- let them 
hold to French Royalifts the language they held to the Houie^ 
of preferriii^ an expedition to the Weft Indies to the defence of 
Toulon : Let them fay, *' We have got pofleffion of a port 
and a fleet in truft for you; but We muft take your Weft 
India iflands for ourfelves ; we cannot attempt the one without 
endangering thd other ; and we prefer taking what we mean to 
keep at all events, to defending what we muft reftore to you, 
when relnftatcd on the throne of your anceftors j" and fee with 
what cordiality and gratitude it would be received. If feating 
Louis XVII. on the throne of France was the obje£t to whicn 
Minifter^ looked as the means of peace, they ought to have 
fent the whole /orce at their difpofal to Toulon, if neceffary, 
in preference to every other expedition, on motives of com* 
mon policy^ much more on the ftrongeft of all motives, that of 
jgood fiiih. 

He had often heard, as he had heard that day, that all the in- 
habitants of Toulon, who chofe it, were taken away by the 
Britifh fleet. Was it not true, however, and notorious, thilt 
hundreds, nay thoufands, of the unfortunate remainder, had 
glutted the vengeance of thofe whom they had made their im- 
placable enemies by the confidence they repofed in us ? If 
u fkould be laidj that thetip victims preferred ftaying to be 
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brought away, that would contribute little to reconciling them 
to our conduA ; for what muft our treatment of diofe mea 
have been, what opinion muft they have formed of us, who 
preferred the fury of avowed enemies to our proteSion ? 

It was infinuated that Toulon had been taken fay blockade, 
by famine, by (kilful exertions in oppofition to a fuperior fleet. 
lie had always undcrftood that the officers of that fleet were 
willing to treat with us, not ca account of famine, but their 
deteftation of the French Convention. That fleet, faid to be 
fuperior to ours, Admiral Truguet, who commanded it, had 
long before reprefented as in a condition unHt ta act ; and 
Admiral TrogoflF, who commanded at the time cf its fur- 
render, had at this time a command with us, he iiippofed in 
the fervice of Louis XV IT. Bis Honourable Friend, who had 
entered into a general difcufCon of the war (Major Maitland) 
in fuch a manner as induced all 1iis opponents to poftpone an- 
fwering him till a future day, had been faid to derogate from 
the merit of the troops employed at Toulon. Nothing but mif- 
reprefentation too gro6 almofl for belief, could extort from 
cxpreffions which his Honourable Friend applied exclufively 
to the condudl of Miniflers, the idea that the troops had not 
^one their ^ty in the moft meritorious manner. It was 

5ext iaid^ that while Lyons was able to hold out, when 
larfeilles was ready to revolt, when the ^hole South of 
TraxKe was delirous of throwing off the yoke of the Conven- 
tion, no danger was to be apprehended at Toulon ; and that 
if Lyons bad held out, Toulon would not have faeen taken. 
Juft*^ fuch were the hopes held out in the American war. la 
one place the peopk had rifen againft the Congrefs, md in 
another they were ready to declare for us, whenever a fuflident 
force to proteA them (hould appear^ in fome places they 
behaved better, in others worfej but in none did they enable 
us to fuccced* In the South of France, when Toulon was in 
.our hands, Lyons in open revolt, and all Marfeillcs dtfcon* 
tented, in none of the adjacent provinces did we find the people 
' riling in our favour. If they did not rHe then, what profpe^t had 
« ve that they would on any iuture occafion ? In the opinion of ail 
men acquainted with the extent of the pofts to be defended, 
15,000 men was a very inadequate garriibn for Toulon, more 
,efpecially when that number was compofed of different na«- 
tions and under an undefined command. Although valour was 
the growth of every i:limc, it was well known that troops 
of different countries ailing tvgether were never fb efficient 
as an equal number of troops of the fame ftate ; and fb 
yodefined was the command^ that General Dundas did not 

know» 
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knoviTy after the capture of General O'Hara, whether he or 
the Spanifli General was Commander In Chief. If fucceft 
vr^Sy prima facUj fome proof of merit, want of fuccefs cnuft, 
\>y parity of reafoning^ be a prefumption of demerit, and while 
ininifters claimed for themfelves the advantage of the One^' 
they muft take the corifcquences of the other. Surely the 
Houfe might inquire about the condud of a minifter who faid 
It, was fit to aflift the Royalifts, yet neglefted all the fummer 
to affift them, then put a force under the command of the 
Earl of Moira, Jo form which he crippled another expedition, 
and found,, when he had done fb^ that it was too late toafilft' 
the Royalifts. The minifter faid, he could not plan the expe-. 
ditlon under the command of the Earl of Moira^fooner, but 
that it was fit to be done at the time he did it. Mr. Fox 
iaid it was unfit to be done, for it had produced no one good 
effc£t, but, on the contrary, two obvious bad efFefts : It had 
weakened the expedition to the Weft Indies, and it had pre- 
vented fuch a force facing fent to Toulon as might have de- 
fended the place. He wimed thefe were all its bad effcfts 5 '. 
but what Icflbn did it t^ach the French ? When coupled with 
the evacuation of Toulon, it taught every Frenchman to dif- . 
truft the offered protection of the Allies, who were (hewn to 
be neither able to aid nor defend ; and whatever might be his 
wlflies, imprcfled deeply on his mind the neceffity of fubmiC* 
fion to that tyrannical government, from whofe vengeance the? 
Allies could not (kreen him. The motives for colfevSUng the 
force under the command of the Er.rl of Moira, and the mo- 
tives for keeping it unemployed, he contended were both ft 
objeSs for inquiry. To this the only anfwet was, the com- 
mon cant of every minifter — the danger of inquiry in the 
time of war. His jreply was, that in every country the con- 
fiitution of which admitted enquiry into the conau£l of mi-» 
nifters (and . it was the pride of our conftitutioiv to be 
moft favourable to itj, the adminiftration of public af- 
fairs had been improved in proportion as the right of in- 
quiry bad been exercifcd. Did the - inquiries promoted, ia 
the Houie of Commons duf ing the American war, do harrfi ? 
Was it not tra& that they did much good j and towards, the 
conclufion of it,, minifters being rendered more attentive to 
their duty, the moft glorious fucccffes of the whole war were 
atchicved ? ** I£ peace," faid Mr. Fox, " be the objed which 
minifters have in view, and if they confider the deftruftion of 
the prefent ruling power in France as an eflential preUminarjr 
to peace, although that is far from being my opinion, the 
importance pf every operaition is ip ^eir ininds to be mea« 

furcd 
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Aired by die degree in wbich it may conduce to this great end, 
If this, as they feedi now to admit, cannot hz accomplilhed 
without the aid of the French themfelves ; one province, one 
diftriwl, gained by the good will of Frenchmen, and capable 
of being maintained, will conduce more towairds it, than 
twenty towns, and ten times as much territory conquered by 
the arms of the allies. (Mr, Fox faid) ** Whether or not this 
was poiUble in La Vendee,! do not know; but miqifters thought 
fo, and on their own principles, ai&fting the Rpyalifts ought to 
have been with them the moft important of all operations. Tbej 
have let flip one opportunity, I fear never to have another. 

** One expreffion I have heard, fo alarming, that I cannot fuiFer 
it to pals unnoticed. The Ri^ht Honourable Gentleman ten$ 
us, that we are not at war with a people pf orcfinary exertions; 
and refources, but with an armed nation. Is this for — ^If it be, 
be fays, it would be an argument for defpair. If we are waging 
an oSenfive war, a war of conqueft, I fay too that is' an argu«> 
mcnt for defpair — God forbid it (hould ht othcrwifc.* The 
caufe of liberty, of juftice, of humanity, requires that it (bould * 
be (b. If fuch a combination as is now leagued againft France 
were attacking the independence, the conftitution, the civil 
liberties of Englifhmen, would the navy we have voted, or the 
army we are going to vote, be thought fufficlcnt? Would 
60,000 of her fons be all that would take up arms in defence of 
Britain ?^-No— we (hould arm as one man, we Qiould have but 
one feotimentt to conquer or to die^ and on this principle I re- 
joice' that an armed nation is invincible. The fame reafon that 
makes an armed nation invincible in defence, renders it in at* 
tack quite the contrary. The deflre of conqueft can animate 
but a tew, and they will be oppofed by the fam^ prmciple of re- 
fiftance in their attempts to conquer other countries which en- 
abled them to defend their own. The French, therefore, wilt 
i)ot fucceed in their attempts at conqueft if they have not 
abandoned them, and we might make peace with them in ful| 
as much fecurity, that it would be permanent, as we ever had at 
any former period. If in former times wc had faid, that we 
would make no peace with France without a change of that 

Jovernment, which we knew to be hodile to our own, we 
lould have been at war for more than a century. What are 
the dangers we have now to dread from France more dsan thofe 
we have aflually experienced and repelled ? An Honourable 
Friend of mine has faid, that when a danger rifes to a certain 
magnitude, atf beyond that becomes of no account, becaufe we 
already (ee what we dread more than lofs of life. Now, what 
was the danger from which we were delivered in the days of 

the 



<he Pvecendor ? A powerful foreign deipot attempCied to feat oq 
<be throne a Prince, ^dM9(e ridit we had abjured ; to overtura 
our conftitutioR, and eftab]i& an tfbitrary government; i.q 
Subvert the Proteftant, and introduce the Roman Catholic re- 
gion ; in one word, to r^viih from us all we held moft dear, 
,and force upon us all we moft abhorred.r-:Yet we never, 
went into .the extreme of iaying, ^ We will ma^e no poace 
with the government that has attempted thi« ; we pan hav« no* 
iecurity while .a ruling power exifta, whofe prinqiples are (q 
boftiie toioues*" Sorry am I to find fuch fentimeots enter-* 
jUined now ; for if France t^e an armed nation, we may acce-** 
lerate the .calanvUes we dread> but we ifaaU not conquer 
Franpr^ Vlihjdl perhfijps be told, that, if France has become 
an armed nation, it may be ncceflary for us to do the fame.* 
We ihill hot become ah armed nation in order to carry on an 
offenfiye war. If Mnfortunately we ibpnld ever be driven t<> 
fight .on the lame terms as the French have been, we too ihall 
)>ecome aa armed nation, and like them be invincible*" 
, 7h Chanc*Uor of the Exchequer xq(^ to explain th^t exprc/ion 
which be had let faV in his former (peech, ftating France tp be aqi 
armed natim% which he confidered the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman wbp /poke l^ft to hay^ mifunderftood. ffe meant only 
to fay^ that from the prcfent horrid fyftem of for$:e ai^d com? 

Klfion ,nfed in that country to collefl an arrny^ they had a 
-get mafs of armed n>cn than they could h?Lve h^cd by any 
other means ; and thatxo athis mafs of members they 9>yed every 
;thing like fucccfs wbipb they had obtain^. When he men* 
eioneid them as an armed nation, he by no meaos nrkeant to gp 
aloQg with the Honourable Gentleman, and fay, that the whole 
iiation was eitljer ^med or 'united \ on the contrary, He was of 
an opinion ,dire£Uy the reverfe. He thought, with his Nob!^ 
I^riend who dated it on the firft day of the fei&on, that much jtl^ 
greater part of the people of France were fo far from being 
united to defend the prefent fyftem of tyranny yvhich prevail^ 
there, that a majority of tbem were as n^^ch averfe to that 
fyftem as it w;is poffiUe jto be ; and from this.convi^ion he inr 
/erred, tl^at t^e comparifon between the ftrength of France aa 
an uniced armed nation^ which the H.onourable Gentleman rer 
joiced to think tbey were, and the probable efftSlspl fuch uniiejl 
/orce and fentimcnt in England if it was attacked, could in no 
degree hold ^ for. to make good that c/^mparifon^ it muft l^e mado 
put, that uaiefs the people of France like and .adn).ire every 
ipecies of enormity, horror, and guilt, and are united in that 
Vjiitm^ England, if all E'urope was kagued againft her, W9u}a 
* ^ot be fenfible of the many blef&ngs that (he enjoys, or ready 
Vox., I. ^^ ' ^ 



#be» it win Aecoffiv^ for )chretT public torn to fpcak OM 
• Mifreprefentation made it £o, and he was toakfy to do it A 
Umtted ibonat'chlfr anA aft iadepend^tit Hqttfe of Comniaiis 
ivere what he wifhed for, becaufe he confidered them to be lfac( 
mait principleft of the conftkUtioA. )f aoy invt&dn of the 
comftitution had taloeit- pta^e» it had ceme from tbc^e wfa9 
M^ht to have defended the conftitution. Not to mentioa 
ether things die ered)ioii of barracks aUrov«r tbe.ootmtry was 
a meafurc^ whieb^ four years ago, no minifter, he bdievedn 
tmM have venlturdd to defend* . 

The refoiutkm w^ read and agreed to^ 

On another article of the eftintates, 
. ikb^ MAkntdMervtiy that great credit was affimed bf 
aidndftera ou the expedition with. which tbej made new levies^ 
"The €a£t was true ; J}at the puUic ought to know the manner 
wv which they.raifed tiitem* Government atlovred 5!. bounty 
f>r each man^ and out of a fund raiied by the fale of com* 
wnfiosiSy lol. more waspaid^ making 15I. bounty for every 
waBsu Thtufl tbey added to the lift» a number of fupernumerary 
«Actrs, and were in h£k borrowing money for the puUic by 
awieitics ^' the moft difadvaatageous kind. A fecend Lieuv 
emanl^Cefeoel and a fecoUd Major to each regiment were 
jsleatly added for no reaibn but iSie money paid for their rank* 
If was^ iabii opinion, unconAieutional to ratfe money, even m- 
this way, without the confent of Parliament. But it was cer* 
twnlj fiurv tfaet if more men dnn ufual wer^ ratfed^ the pub^t 
Kc noM know that more, money than ufual was paid fo^ 
tacb. ... 

Sn&r Sarmary at War faid, the iae« already levied^ were 
net laifed by the regulatioor alluded to» which was too recent 
tofaave yet produced much eff:d : i i,oco men bad been raifed 
}gf Independent Companies, and if the other mode £houid fuc«r 
€8dd as well, it would add fuch a number .<>f men to eaeh 
legimcnt as would make a fecond Licutenant-Coh>nel and a 
ftcond Major neceflary. 

Major maitUmd explained his fM'iDer arguments, and con« 
tnidcd, that the mode of fdling rank for the purpofe of levying, 
men was unpreoedentcdi and tailing money by annuities in the 
very worft way» 

Mr. 8Uik faid, it was a wife mode, generally a pp r ove d of 
in the army^ and very economical % and perhaps de Honouvablei 
Cientiemanx ought' hanre availed himfelf of it to get a flep ioi'^ 
vodrd in bis profdBon. 

' Major AbklamibxA^ when he animadverted on a meafititeaa. 
^ ^^eod^ of fariiament) he did not eajpefk to be anfweredbjn 



^i.peflKbnal allmfioBtQ hmfelf. He faad^' it ws» true, availeit 
himrdf of the mode in queilion, to get forward % (tepln hi» 
profeffioim bectt^e he kneW that, imhdut ivailiji^ himfeif of 
tkis or feme fuok opportaitky, Us Aiilftary fituation wv& re^ 
main 4^e fame as loog as Gendenen-oift the oth^r fide €f thtf 
Kouie continued to At where chejr iumt were. 

CoUml Macliod aiked, whether or not Che -oficer^ 06 tli« 
tegimeats in India were to have the fame oppoituoity of gettiog 
tank by purchafe, as the' officers of other regiments. 

Thi SifrHary 4U War »t firft gave no anfwer; bul oil the 
^iieftioo. bein^ repented^ £ud, he did not know* . 

On the article for the pay of the Feitcibies^ 
: Ctlmil AhsM bai^ die Right Hwotirable Secietary for A0 
borne d^MMTtawni: b»d promi^ a knikiita for Seodacd^ enty a« 
Ibe laft felfion of Par^iameat. IMiad. hmigbt jn a bill foe'tbd: 
yurpofe in Jtoi^, andiOioYcd t^^t^wghtheprinted, vaMxA&t 
%o be fent to Scottand^ibr the coDfideratioo of the fctend cam^ 
lie$p He bad not obtlioed nor mtit with 8 fingle copy ^of Ae MA 
V>H^ftioo, in Scotland, and cbereforeheritppofeditwasdmpit 
pcd e:imrely« If it bad been pitnifd, he was w^' uafiutnnato 
Scotchman however dot to have fcen it. He fuppofed that not 
poly Scotland was to have no militia, buttbefencihies.wereLua 
t>e weakeoed, forhe uriderftobd that Gentlemen whv'weiie. to 
f^ife nqw rcgimeoiS) Were allowed lo take ^iiieas)ut o£ tbc 
^nclblea. % ' . 

Mr. Bicretary Dundas faid, if the^iononrable Gentiemaa bail 
^b^en fp unfortunate as not (o have feen the bill^he'was the 
caufe of hi^ own misfortttne^ as he might have carried it 
with him to Scotland; the bill having been panted notex* 
prtfsly for die purpoie of being tfent into Scotland, but* for 
«he ufe of the Members of the Houfe. He added, that he 
bad never heard that men for die new.regiments weie to be 
|aken froni the fencibles. 

• The r^poft from the Committee of Ways and Meant wa^ 
brought u|^ and ^eed to. 

CATHOLICS^ 

- The- Solicitcf General reminded the Houfe, that when he 
brought in a bill fome (effions fincc, for the relief of 
the/ Catholics, it had been doubted whether or not they 
.&opld be. exempted from the double aiieflment to the 
•land-tax. The fum raifed by thia double afleffinent waa 
^inconfiderable as an objed of revenue, and he thoogjlt 
.the Houfe would be happy to abolifli fo odious a diftinc- 
tion. B^ therefore propofed« that in ihe land-tax biU, the 
r^biufes fubjecting Roman Catholics and others- who cclfo^ 

to 
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to take certnti oaths to douWc afltflSnent, fliould be left out. 
This 'was unanimoufly aijence^ ^» 

Tb$Auorney General brought ia the bill to pirvent property 
in this country belonging ¥> perfons rciident in France froia 
keing applied to the lUs of thofe who exercife government is\ 
France ; which was read the firft time, ordered ta be printed 
and fead a fecond time. on Thurfday next, 

MOTION FOR AMEKDMBNT 07 hQQT^ CRIMINAL tAW. 

• Afr. Adam fatd, be rofe to perform the duty which he had 
undertaken towards the clofe of.thelaft feffion^f Pariiament 
relative to the criminal law of Scodand,aad the pradice- of 4ie 
Court of Jufticiary* The Houfe would recoUeA the nodce 
he had then siven arid renewed with fome alteration in ch^ preflmft 
ieffioB, Whatever opinion might be formed of die propofition 
he meant to fubmit to tbe Houfe^ be hoped for indulgenpe and a 
candid oonftru6lion of his motives. And if there wera na 
other eeafon for it, he trufted, he might claim it, becaufe it was 
nineteen years fince he had the honour of fitting in Parliament % 
and although during that period he had often troubled the 
Houfe on the different fubje£b under difcuffioni that was the 
£rft rime of his bringing forward any propofition of his own, 
and he promifed to take op as little of their time as poffible^ 
He laid, he liadgiven the (uhjtSt he was about to fubmit to the 
judgment of the Houfe the moft deliberate confideratipn^ am) 
^haps the befl mode of explaining it to the Houfi^ would 
be to deuil the hiftory of it as it ftood and had pafled 
in his own mind. He had ocoaiion to beftow much re^ 
£e£tion on the Articles of Union, and the htftory of the 
-period %t which they were concluded. He had been led 
-to the fubje<ft of bis intetxled motion by the difcuffion that had 
'taken place on the Treafonable Correfpondence bill, and by 
a recent decifion in the Houfe of Lords. Here he b^ged 
to beunderfloodaa not out of order, in alluding to what paSed 
in the Houfe of Lords, as he was^ fpeaking of them in their 
judicial, not their iegiflative capacity. He had been profeffion* 
ally employed in that Houfe on a queRion that came before it, 
whether or not an appeal lay from the judgments of the Court 
of Jufticiary and Circuit Courts of Scotland, on matter of law 
only, not matter of fa6t« An appeal was made lad feflion from 
the judprmcnt of the Court of jufticiary in a criminal cafe^ 
that of Robeftfon and Berry. Some Liords thought in the firft 
inilance, that the queftion was already decided and at reft } 
while others were of opinion, that as this was a cafe of milU 
demeanour, a t;rm he ufed for die fake of perfpicutty, altbougli 

not 



5tiot thfe term of the Scots law, it was not concluded By the 
former deciiions which were no ca{)ital cafes, and therefore that 
•argument fhould be heard upon it. It was argued accordingly 
^before a Committee, and the pfelent Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Thurlow, and Lord Kenyon, delivered thdr opinions yir/j//#i 
^hat no appeal lay. Lord Thnrjew fald^ that although this was 
ftridllaw, as the law now ftood, he regretted that it was'fo, 
'^nd thai, in his opinion, a parliamentary regulation Was necef^ 
ifary. On thefe grounds, he had thought it his duly to bring it 
*>r^ard for the confideration of the H^ufe. 

He wts next to confider, whether there ^ds any juft founds- 

<ion on which to proceed. He was fupportcd by the 1:8th 

Article df Union, which faid^ thatthe law of Scotland refpe6fc* 

ing property (honld not be altered, unlcfs on Tome very urgeiXt 

otcafion, but that the public law or laws of police, that is, the 

' jaw iti>criminal cafes, might be altered* Soon after the Unioit^ 

<he iawstif Scotland afiwing cafes of tteafon were aflimilated 

Vrth thrfe of England; the mode of trial, the redrefs after 

•tfiat, Ac whole trcafon law of England, from theftatute of 

Edward the Ilfd, were incorporated in the Scots trimiiial code» 

Ten other a5b of Parliament had paffed fince the Unlon> 

.amending the Scots criminal law, particularly the a^l" for 

abolilhing liereditary jurifdictions. Thefe precedents were 

'luiBcient to (hew, that he hadu good foundatiort/ to proceed 

"Upon, if he could make out the policy of the mcafdrci 

With regard to the mode of proceeding, he (hotild endea- 
vour to make it the fame as by writ of error in England. In 
wrk of error there were three diftindions. In civil matters, 
it jyas granted of courfe* In cafes of mifdcmeanour, appUca- 

• tion was made to the Attorney General, and he, confidering of 
the gmunds of the application, and deciding judicially upon 

' them^, granted the writ of error ^ dchito juflitia^ or refufed 
it. In capital cafes, it was to be obtained only by petition to 
the Crown. Mr, Adam faid, he wifhed to follow the fame 
rules with refpeft to Scotland, and to give to the Lord Ad\fo- 
cate the fame judicial difcretion which the Attorney General 
poflefled in England. In order to rempve and bring up the 
record, fo as to bring the whole matter of Jaw before the 

• Houfe of Lords, fotfie regulations would be nccefTiry in the 
' proceedings of the Scots Courts; refpeding the mode of givinj 

• |n the verdrft and making up the record j but this would be 
ftO unprecedented innovation^ for it was once the praftice in 
ihefc Courts to enter the whole of the evidcucc on the record, 

' 9 praAice M*hich was now laid afide. 

Vol.. I. LI * Ha 
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He di£ipproved of die pradict of the jury giving a writtca 
verdiA ; be thought it much better for the furtherance of jui^ 
tice, that a verdi<^ ex viva vccc^ as in England, fhould be 
adopted m its room ; for often much benefit arofe from the 
verbal communication between the Judge and Jury* He 
propofed that the indidment, the verdict} and fentenor, flioukl 
he removed by writ of drtiorarij or by writ under the Great 
Sea], to the Court which (hould have the appellate jurifdi<^on. 
With refpe£l to the propriety of this amendment, Mr. Adam 
faid, he thought there could be little doubt. In civil cafes, 
although no provifion was made for it in the Ad of Union, an 
appeal from the Lor^ of Seffion in Scotland to the Lords of 
Parliament, was held to be the natuial confequence of the 
Scots Parliament no longer exifting ; and this was now law. 
If it had been forefeen that there could be no appeal in crimi- 
nal cafes, he was fure that exprefs provifion would have been 
made for it in the Ad of Union. The reafon of it was to be 
found in this grand and general principle, that the court in 
which a cafe originates ihall not be the ultimate court to decide^ 
This principle, which human wifdcm hadfet up as a guar<f 
aeainft human infirmity and human error, pervaded the whole 
of the Engliib, and with this fmgle exception which he wiflied 
.to remove, the whole of the Scots law. So general was it, 
that if by an a£t of Parliament new jurifdidion were given to 
any Court, the decaiton of that Court would not be fiiud with- 
out exprefs words inferred in the aiS to make it fo. In all ci- 
vil cafes, there was an appeal from the Courts of Scotland. 
In all criminal cafes there was an appeal by advocation from 
inferior Courts to the Court of Judiciary. 

The only objedlion he could imagine was, that it would be 
bringing matter of law before a tribunal not ac(|uainted with die 
Scots forms of proceeding. This would apply more forcibly 
to the appeal in civil cafes, for in criminal caies the trial was 
by jury, and the proceeding much more fimilar and analogous 
to thofe in England. It could be confidered as no refledioa 
on the Scots judges, for if it "were, tlie proceeding from court 
to court in England would be, what no man ever conceived it 
to be, a conftant refleiSUon on the EngliCh Judges, It would 
lead to accuracy in receiving evidence and making up the re- 
cord, fo ciTent*^ to the ends of iuflicc ; and it would open to 
the Scots lawyers all the valuable repofitories of Englilh cri- 
minal law, and make them familiar with thofe ereat lights of 
criminal jurifprudence. Hale, Hawkins, and Blackltooe, and that 
valuable rcpoHtory of criminal law, the St^e Trials. What 
' Jie ptopofed, Mr. Adam faid, wa^ no novelty^ for it flood upon 

prcr 
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precedent; it was within the meaning of the 18th Article of 
Union ; and it was founded on the principle he had already 
quoted, that the court in which a cafe originates ought not to 
be the ultimate court to decide., 

If be fucceedcd in this firft propbfition, of which he had 
given notice in June, he {hould afterwards move the other 
propoiition, the nature of whfch he had explained a few days 
fince. 

His motion Was, That leave be given to bring in a bill " to 
grant an appeal to the Lords of JPariiament from the judg- 
ments of the Courts of Jufticiary and Circuit inr Scotland, 
in matters of law :" — And that the forms cf the Houfe might 
be ftri£Uy complied with, he ihould move to refer this to a 
committee of the whole Houfc. 

Mr. Jnjiruther paid Mr. Adam fomc handfomc compli- 
ments on the candour and the ability with which he had 
opened the {\i\>\t8t. He faid, he had no doubt of the purity 
of his honourable and learned Friend's motives, but felthimfelf 
under the neceflity of oppoiing the meafure he propofed, even - 
in the prcfent ftate of it. And the reafon why he held it pro- 
per to refift it, was, that it appeared to him to feek an alteration 
in the law of Scotland perfefUy new in principle. It had 
been ftated as a doubtful queftion, whether in crirrinar cafes * 
an appeal would lie, according to the conftruflion of the Ar- 
ticles of Union ? He would maintain that no cafe whutever 
could be found in which an appeal in criminal cafes at any 
period would lie from the Court of Jufti.iary to tht Parfia- - 
ment of Scotland before the Union, nor any iince to tli^- Par- 
liament of England j nor any from the Parlia:ncnt of Scf)t- 
land to the Parliament of England. The Honourable Gctul j- 
man had ftated one ground for his bill ; doubts, cxprellld by * 
Lord Thurlow, upon the propriety of fuch a meafure ; he 
foppofed, if that noble and learned Lord bad thotigbt that fuch 
a ftep ihould he adopted, he v/ould himfelf have propal'ed ir ; 
tot whether he thought fo or not, made little difrcr-nce, for 
the point had been decidedly fettled by an opinion rrivenby- 
Lord Mansfield, who, in 1701, had declared, that p.) appeal 
lay to this country.^ The motion, therefore, was no*^ t > r -.■:. I 
the law of Scotland to its original purity, but to e'^ >'':f-i 1 
new line of pradice, and to make aneflential alterati^ :; in the 
principle of the law, which was that of allowing no ap.>eiil 
whatever in criminal cafes, from the determination of the 
Courts of Scotland. He muft alfo oppofe it on another 
ground, that of expediency. , He believed the attempt ?t 
making any alteration i<i the law of Scotland at this ti^e« 
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would )>e very unpopular, for be had no doubt whatever». tha^ . 
the great mais of the people of Scotland were perfe3Iy fatif^ 
fud with the adminiftration of juftlee in that country fuch zst, , 
it now wa$> and as it bad long continued* It had been iaid,. 
that the principle, that no court ihould poflefs the power to. 
begin and finally clofe a proceeding, was univerfal. This^ 
he denied, and referred him to the High Court of Parliament,, 
where I'eers and Commoners were tried from firft to Iaft« 
If ever there was a country perfedly happy under the adouni- 
ilration of its^ laws^ Scotland,, he faid^ was that country ; and iC 
there were any individuals of another difpofitlon in Scotland,. 
they were (b few in number as not to be worth mentioningi^ 
He therefore wiihed the Moufe to reflect on the danger of 
snaking any alteration in laws that gave general latisfac* 
tlon. Mr. Anftruther entered bto a difcu^on of the nature 
of writs of error, of the value of which they had heard fa 
much> and maintained that In criminal cafes a writ of error 
was not a writ which the fabie£l could claim as a rigb^, 
but that It was a mere grant of favour from the Crown^ as. 
n^uch fo, and even more^ if poffible, than a pardon. >Xhi$: 
was the law of England with refpe^t to a capibd offence. 
In cafes of mifdemeanoiir a writ of error was not a matter of 
right to the fubjed ; it was wholly at the diicretion of th^ 
Attorney General. He objeded oa thefe accounts to the 
anak^y which bis learned Friend had drawn between the right 
<>f appeal and that of writs of error, or rather, if they were 
alikci it did not from the nature of writs of error follow, that 
appeals fliould be had in criminal cafes which bad never been. 
allowed by the law of Scotland. He objedled alfo to the 
pradlice of introducing the doftrines of either Hale, Hawkms,^ 
CMT BlackAone, as expofitions of the law of Scotland : Tbi^ 
would produce endlels confufion in the courts of law in that; 
country, and if he was bound to take either, he would prefer ^ 
ihort bill at once to declare, that the law of England fhall 
be the law of Scotland. He was, undjer ^1 thele circum*^ 
fiances, bound to oppofe the motion it 

Mr* Serjeant Adair faid^ be had not expc£led that a propo-*. 
fition of this kind would have beer, cppofed as it had been by 
the learned Gentleman wbo fpoke lafi, and leaft of all^ that 
it would be objected to o^;^ fuch extraordinary grounds. Hc^ 
could not help applauding the candour^ as well as the ability^ 
with which the fubjedl had been opened. The importance of 
it alfo demanded tne attention of the Hpu&, and he did not. 
fee how that attention could be fully given to it, if the n^otioa.. 
was rejc£led| for the whole of me meri^ of tbe queflipiv 



U%. 4*1 WQODHtddV^ PAltUAiaNTARy ftWOHTS* tt$ 

MfoM inth^ caJe te laud afidc ; and he couU- not help* (a^ng^ 
that bis learned Friend had ftated ample ground to cait 
91 l^aft for difcuffion, and nodding more wa» a&ed by the pre«' 
fent motion. The Serjeant faid, be diiFered widely from 
the learned Gentleman whohad ju(l preceded him in the debate^ 
upon the idea that the H^ufe ihottld not enter into any di£i 
cuffion of the alttratiotn of the law of any part of this king-^ 
domy unlefs the people of that part had exprefibd a general 
wifh for that purpofe : He thought it, on the contrary, the duty 
of that Houfe to inquire into fuch matters of thenifelves; and 
great indeed might be the grievances of the people before' 
fedre($ would be had by their application, for their applicadoit 
would not come until tjieir fufferings were almoft beyond cn«^ 
durance ; and he believed there were but few inftances of 
laws being amended from the general application* of the public 
to their reprefentatives : It was the du^ of Parliament, as the 
legiilatiye body^ to examine into^ and correS the defbdbof the 
bws. He di&cred alfo from the learned Gentleman in hit 
ConftruAton of the nature of a writ of error* He had ftated^ 
that a writ of error in a capital offence was matter of pure 
jiavoiir from the crown. That was not hi& idea of that v/rit^ 
^e took it to b« a matter of juftice to the fubjecS: to giant that ^ 
writ on a fair ground beins; Wd for the application. . if the i^if 
diSment be fubdantially dcfoctiv<H the fubjedb wiU be entitled 
to a writ of error, /ls matter of right, it was tr«e indeti 
the fubjeA h^ no m^ans to compel the granting of the . wri|^ 
for the law was filent upon that (ubjed ; butit was a ,prefoga>* 
tive of his Majefty to grant it, aiid like< otjier high pmroga^ 
tives of the Crown> the conftitution placed it in his Majefty*a 
l^ands, in the confidence that it would nevtt be abuicd, and 
holding thofe refponfible to the public, who ihould adviie hia 
Nlajeity toahufe it. He differed too from the learned Gender 
man, as yy the unpopularity of the.meafure, and the hardihip of 
fubJQi^ing the people of Scotland to the law of En^nd $ he 
^id not 1^ any means think that the people of Scotland wottU 
pav^ miid| reafon to be difTatisfied with fuch an alteration, or 
^Jiat any Gentleman woftld be very unpopular who fhould-pro^ 
pok fuch a meafure* Indeed fome recent rumours from that 
part of the country, rendered the information of the learned 
Gentleman doubtiPula^ ^ to the great (atisfadion felt by thf 
Ipeople of Scotland, from the. adminiftration of iaftice that 
there obtained. The learned Gentleman h?d faid, he. would 
prefer a fhort bill at pnoe to annihilate the whole Scottiih lan^ 
jind to declare that the. law of England (hould be the law of 
^oc^« He di^Tcred iji opinion entirely jipon this poin^ 

wncciving 



conceiving that etiery altseration in the exifting law Ihould ber 
gradutl. 

The Englifli conftkution had not arrived at its prefent 
^rfe£Hon by the contemplations of the legiflator in his clofet. 
it was by the progrtffive wifdoni and experience of a^es, 
blended with tb* urgency of circumftances. A gradual, iafe, 
filen^ and atmoftiniperceptible mode of affimilatm| the lawar 
of the two ^countries, was, in his opiniton, the molt prudent 
and eligible method of proceeding*, It was ftriftly recog- 
nised by the Article of Union, as* had been ftated by his 
Honourable Friend, that the Parliament of Great Britain might 
mntSt fuch laws re^pc£ting the public rip^ts as might be 
deemed advamageous and politic, but die civil laws of the two 
tetftitrtes were to remain unaltered. This was a Mrile dif- 
ttn6Hon, and ought to be attended to. There was one 
ground^ however, which had been advanced by his Honour «« 
HfcJe Friend, in favour of the motion, to which no anfwer 
Imd been given. The great benefit of an appellant jurif* 
didion ; the right of appealing, ^d the power of review- 
%ng the condu£t of an inferior court. It was doubly good» 
k was good for the court appealed to and the court appealed 
Uromy making each more, cautious than' it othtrwife Would 
lie in coming to a determination* 

- The Honourable Gendeman hadfaid, that if the noble and 
learned Lord alluded to had entertained any doubt, he would 
lumfelf have been the properefl: perfon to have brought for- 
ward tiie motion; this, he conceived, was no argument 
ttainft its being introduced by his Honourable Friend. For 
ms, and the other reafons which he had ftated, the Serjeant 
tieclared he wouM fupport the motion, not pledging himfelf to 
ftgree to all the provifions of the bill, when brought in, but 
cnly to fupport the general principle on which it was founded* 

ifr^ Awfruther explained. 

Mr. StSckor Giniral faid, his opinion was, that the Eng-* 
tifli and Scotch had a partiality for their refpeAive fyftems of 
law. There might be prejudices, but they were fuch as 
IhouId not be deftroyed. Nor would it be right to infpire any 
jes^fy between die two countries* The inftitution of the 
couKi was <filFerent He obferved, that the courts of Scotland 
were framed with a view to the laws which tiiey had to admi- 
iniAer, and-therefore there would be danger in attempting t» 
change them* The noble Lord himftlf ( Thurlow) would, in 
his opimon-, be the propereft perfon in another Houfe, if he 
iMbd drought it a matter of expediency, Unlefs ^erefore much 
•* . •jftrongct 
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ftronger grounds were kid, than had been ftatedin iiippoct dt 
the motion, he (hould deem it his duty to oppofe it. 

Mr. Fox argued in fupport of Mr, Addm's motions ^nd 
"began with remarking on the very fingular mode in which, th^. 
.queftion had been difcuiled. It had been £aid, that they were not 
to interfere till they received complaints of the judicial power 
from the people \ this, he (aid, was one of the moft dangerous, 
maxims he had ever heard, Thelegiflature were perfedly 
competent without the. application of the people, and were bct*» 
ter calculated to judge what it would be wife to adopt for the 
general welfare. With regard to the de&iitioa given by the 
learned Gentleman of the nature of a writ of error, it was, ia 
|ii$ mind, the very reverfeof thefpirit of the conflitution} and 
ht was not a little furprifed that the learned Gentleman ihoulcL 
have fo foon forgotten his ^onftitutional principles. He feemed 
to be defirous of adopting the deteftable laws of France, which ' 
had been fo univerfally reprobated and held in deteftation. The 
Honourable Gentleman had iaid, if any body ought to bring 
forward fuch a motion, it ought to be Lord ThurloWi^ This 
was no reafon why any other Gentleman u^ thatHoufefliould 
not bring it forward > but if there be any argument in it^ it was in 
iavour of his Honourable Friend's motion that Lord Thvulowr 
4lid exprefs a doubt on the fubied. If (b,he conceived it tob^ 
iin obje£i that ought to be undertaken. Mr. Fox took an hifto- 
rical view of the iawof Scotland and of England, and maintained^ 
that from time to time all the wifeft menhad uniformly inculcatod 
that doctrine, and it was that which brought our conftitutiotl 
and our laws to what they were. The contrary doctrine led i^ 
back again to the barbarifm out of which we emerged* Before 
the Union, if he was accurate ia his recolledtion, when thp^ 
Scotch law was in a barbarous ftate, appeals had been made tp 
^e Privy Council^and the obvious intentof the prefant bill^vas 
to put the Lords in thefame fituation as the Privy Cpun^iU I^ 
iwas their duty to follow the fpirit of the A£t of Union, andLthat 
^gradual affimilatipn between die iavra of the two countries, that 
would tend to their mutual advantage. The Honourable Gen- 
tleman oppofite had mentioned iituations in this country, .wi^re ^: 
2L man could not have the benefit of appeal. The Honourable '^ 
Gentleman had alluded to the trial of a Peer — in this caf^ bye 
■contended, that there was an appeal, and in arreft pf judgment. 
Mr. Fox entered into an animated defence of the right of ap*» 
peal, and contended in favour of an appellant having a poweir c> 
>tbtain jurifdi6tidn from the determination of any oouc^not th^t 
he meapt to in^put^ corrupt motives ^o anv ^dy of iQeq» hi|t 
, becau^ the very principle of an appeal vfas the vrifeft diat ever 

wa$ 
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'Was attended to in the (brmstion <»f Itws for ci Wl feetetjf ; for it 
went to confefs our infirmities in all ftations of life^and ki hit 
opinion tiie greateft proof of human wifdom was die recogiuboii 
t£ die weaknefs of human judgment. 

M'. AnfirutbeTy in explanation, faid, he did not mean tofajf^ 
Aat diere ought to be a general complaint of the people before 
sny Hep towards an alteration took place ; but that, in a <$Sk 
which was fiipported by no other arguments, it might have been 
expe£ted that at leaft the general Wifli of the people wotdd 
liave been ftated is in inducement to fhe Houfe. 

Afrft Serjtant ff^atfm^ in a fliort fpeech, afiigned his realbni 
fcirj|iving his negative to the motion. 

Tbi Mafttr tf the R^lk began his oppoTttion to the motioriy 
-1>7 emphaticalty ilating, not only the utility, but the comfort m 
-a judge, of an appellant iurifdtdion. In his judicial fituatioii 
lie declared he felt it in the ftrongeft degree* Were his judg- 
ments to be final, it would be to him a fourcc of mifery and 
VDeafinefe, as it would bad him with the moft diftreffing re- 
^nfibility. But he could not fee the propriety of introducing 
that principle into the criminal law of Scotland. It was new---' 
-'The' Scots criminal law and that of England* had no affinity 
whatever. In £nghind, the criminal law was by long expe-* 
irience brought to great perfedion, and ail the dinerent grada^ 
tions, fueh as capt^ felonies, clergyable Monies, and mtfde^ 
«neanors, were clearly afcertuned and generally well knovm. 
'No fuch diftinAions were recognised by the law of Scodand ; 
mnd to bring the criminal law of dmt country to be decided by 
<he analogy of the criminal lawof Enriand, wbaM, in his opi^^ 
nion, be very impolitic and unwife. He ftated Tarious objec* 
tions aHb to the poffibility of efieding this, even if it were 
deetned expedient^ arifing from the wane of conformity in ditf 
farms of tiie law of Scotland to the law of England, and the 
difficulty of moving the record to this country* 

Mr. Adam rofe to claim the risht of a mover to reply, b«t 
'feid, he would have moft readily dtfpenfed with that privilege, 
had it not been that mifconftru£Hon upon a matter fomewhat 
perfbnal (not to4iimfelf, but to a noble perfon alluded to in the 
debate) made it abfolutely necef&ry for him to explain. He 
had ftated, in the oucfet, the tendency of a noUe Lord'^ opi«- 
nion (Lord Thuriow) as leaning to the eicpedtency of an ap* 
peal in criminal matter tiader reftri^ion of difcretion^ and 
this had been, with more zeal than pandour, tortured by Gentle- 
men f Mr. Anftrvther and the b'olicifeor General }4nto an idei» 
that tnq noble Lord in wba( he fatd, bad given k^ to be un* 
derfta«i 
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derftood, that he had made up bis mi;ul to a legiflative meafurf 
on theful^c^^ 

Mr. Adam ailerted, that be had faid nothing that would bear 
out fuch a conftrudion of his words, but had mentioned, aa 
part of the hiftory of the caufe before the Lords laft year^ die 
idea of e^^diency having fallen from that noble perfon. Every 
body knew the refpe<9: he bore to the powerful ulents of Lor4 
Thurldw, and he could venture^ to declare -that all Scotland 
felt with gi-atitude what be .daily witaejOfed, the laborious inr 
duftry, and enlightened mind, with which that noble and learned 
perfo;i fuperintended die judicial interefts of Scotland in mat* 
Cers 4)1 property. Others might talk of their admiration of 
that noble Lord; he would reft his on this proof, whether 
chofo who jealouffly with<-held from him the fuperintendance of 
Scots criminal judicature, or he who wiflied to have the (pirit 
of juftice, and habits of accuracy, which prevailed in Lord 
Tburlow*s mind, pervade the criminal fyftem of Scotland^ 
were his moft fiocere admirers. It had been the happinefs of 
Scotland to have Engliih Chancellors, Lord Hardwicke and 
Ix>rd Thurlow, to overlook their civil code; and he wi(hed 
the advantage to be extended. He enlarged on the abfurdity of 
the obje&ion arifing from the penal laws of the two countries 
bei^g different, and therefore the appeal in criminal cafes imr 
prtfper« He {hewed die difference in civil cafes to be great 
indeed, from the rules of property being unlike, yet the appeal 
in civil cafes was bighlv approcved, was held to be a great bey. 
nefit, and univerfally io acknowledged* In the«criminal codf^ 
of the two countries there muft be more.aoatbgy from the nar 
ture of the thing, as breaches of naoraltty were evecy«where 
the feme. It hiul been affumed by a.leari^ Gentleman (Mr* 
. Anftruther) as if he had propofed to force the law of £nglan4 
as to criminal matters upon Scotland, becaufe he had alluded 
figuratively, to the advantages to be derived from the peruial of 
the gceat auth<Mrs of the criminal law of this country. If he had 
made any fuch proportion, he challenged the learned Gentle* 
man to prove it. He had fuppofied, on the contrary, the law 
to remain the fame ; but he had held that one faluury effed gf 
his meafure would be to induce the perufal of thoie authors by 
Scots lawyers.-^ VVhy ? Becaufe in them were to be found the 
pure fpirit and fubftanttal principles of criminal juftice. • Was 
the learned Gendeman yet to learn, that the powerful mind of 
Lord Hale bad reached to nothing but technicals, or that \fi 
many technical rules there is not included fubftantial juftice, 
and that that Uluftrious Judge had not unfolded the grand pre- 
•Yailiiig principles of cruninal iurifprudence upoa the eternal 
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and unerring principles of general jufticci applying alike la 
all nature ? 

The learned Gendeman, in the fame candid fpirit, bad re* 
prefented the meafufe as intending to give an appeal from wba( 
Is called the rekv^iKy of the libel, that is, the examination madt 
by the Court into its fuflkiency, and the degree of guilt it 
Vrould infer. 

Had he made any fucb propofition ? No. He had not & 
propofed to deviate from principle. He knew a cafe, indeedy^ 
in which that principle was adopted > ^ The £aft India Ju- 
dicature bill :" An ad to which he fuppded the learned Greib* 
tleman was nnu a convert. That ad gave a demurrer to tho 
information) which amounted to a (heading on the relevancy— « 
and a writ of error from that demurrer, to be tried in the Arfk 
inftance, by the Court of ICine's Bench, but then what dt4 
it do } After the verdid or judgment of the new Judicaturci^ 
all rcdrcfs flopped — There was no farther appeal-^That waa 
not his (Mr. Adam's) principle— He knew that the true legal, 
and advantageous time for the accufed was after verdid— that 
in criminal cafes, verdid cured no defeds in the indidment^ 
^ and that one main objed of criminal law, being to fecure 
againft illegal convi£tions, ic was at that period o^ily ho 
tneant to give the appeal. «• 

The fame fpirit had led the learned Gentleman to obja£^b6n 
caufe there was nothing ftated in the opening, which eftabliihed 
that it had ever been the law of ScotlancJ, to have appeals from 
the Judiciary-. Mr. Adam faid, as to that, although he was 
completely fatisfied with the decifton of laft year as a lawver^ 

St he hacl good reafon to fupport the ftatement of Ms Right 
onourable Friend, Mr. Fo)c, that there had been appeab to 
the Privy Council s and when be faid fo, he was fortified by th^ 
acquiefccnce of Lord Loughboroueh, who in the Committee 
of the Lords had objeded to his (Mr. Adam) quoting thema* 
inftances before the Council, not becaufe' they were not 
founded in fad, but becaufe the Privy Council of Scodand 
was an cdious and uncon(tit-tional tribunal. But he did not 
fpund on that. He admitted in the fulleft extent the etkSt of 
the confecutive deciiions in the Houfe of Lords, to have fettled 
the law, and the complete and ample manner in which Aa 
judgment had been piven, as well as the patient hearing which 
had preceded the judgment of laft year ; but he aflced v^ether^ 
•as his learned friend (Mr. Serjeant Adair) hadXait), he bad not 
propofed to bring in an enacting bill*-*an obfervation which 
overfet every ^argument attempted by the learped Gentleman and 
' feis coadjutor; upon that head of objection. He had founded 
his propofition on principle, and fupported it on precedent; 
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tod it wis oppoTed by a fubverdon of the foundeft principles of 
judicial juri^rudeace — :the neceffity of an appellant jurifdicr 
xioti) f nd the fecurity oif the accufed, without any one prece- 
ideoti but wfth the moft complete evidence that the judicial 
jurifprudence of both coud tries was againft their argument 
throughout^ in which) with the ftngle exception in queftion, 
Che fyftem of appellant Jurifdid^ion prevailed* 

Nay, the Right Honourable and learned Gentleman (the 
Mafter of the Rolls) had faid,^ in a manner that did him hor 
^ur, that be f6lt in his fituation the higheft latisfadUon in hav-> 
ang an appellant jurifdi£tion over him« From which indeed her 
idrew a ftran^ and moft uological cohclufion, that becaufe hd 
lelt its com^rts and adcoowledged its bene^ts in his fphere of 
judicature, he Hvould deay the comfort of it to the Scots Lords 
of Jufticiary, and prevent the benefit b^ing extended to th© 
£cots nation. And why? becaufe* forfootfa the I^vts of the 
two countries are not the (ame. Are they, faid Mr» Ad^m^ 
tigain, the fiune in civil matters ? 

Was it evef propofed to make the laws the &me, by this mea-^ 
fure ? . The aflimilating in certain matters belonged to anpthec 
bill, was it faid^ or hinted, in the opening that the Scots 
criminal law knew the diftiiKSlioh of capital and clergyable 
jTeldnies, though they did kno^ mirdemeanors or deli(^s.a9 
idiTtingiuihed ,m>m Capital crimes ) No^ faid Mir. Adam, but 
Ithe reverfe* He profelTed not to touch thatbr«^nch of the la^ 
at all that regarded Capital cHmes. But be would tcjl the 
learned Genuenaan (the Mafter. of the Rolls), wliere that 
inatter was ignorantly, carelefsly, and inexcufabiy confounded. 
Here Mr. Adam read the title of the a6t of the 25th of George 
IIL cap, 46, as follows : ** An A61 for the moje effc£luat 
tranfpof taticin of feloi^, and other offenders, in that part of 
Ur^t Britain "called ScotlW.". Mr. Adaru. then faid, he 
^dLaot recoiled): who was the Lord Advocate..' of that day^, 
But he knew (looking to the Matter of the RollsJ, who was ^ 
the Attorney General. The Right Honourable and learned ^ 
Gentleman then, thofe careful, wife, a[)d cdnfiftent legiflators* 
over ag^PiH hiqi, wer^/thc perfons to be accufed of confound-r 
i;ig the law.of Scodand, atidintroduclng the term Felony into 
i^.^jdikhitdid not know, while he was free from any fiich 
'intent,* * ' • ... 

. It had been complained that the people in Scotland would be 
tried hj maxims they knew nothing of. Was it fo ? was there 
any fuch propofition in an appeal to be decided on the exiting 
law« of Scotland ? Tliis might have, been (aid when the Union 
lifassoudf more pe^fe^, by rendering the treaKba law$<tf the 
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two coantrtes the fame— and any argument whicW bad been 
Ihat'dayofFered might have applied to that bill; riughthave 
ipplted inconclufiveljr indeed to all the other legiflative 9St% 
reipefling the Scots penal code, which he had enumerated iil 
the opening j but could not, by any pcrverfion, have any weigbt 
ftgainft his meafure for an appeal reftrided to mere error of 
law, and reftrained by regulations fimilar to thofe exifting in 
this country. Mr. Adam faiJ, he bad gone through all the 
arguments which had been ofFcred* againft his propofition but 
one ; an argument which, however devoid of real rolidity, was 
6f too much importance, from the afpeft it bore and the mofive 
which fuggefted it^ to be pailed over. It had been faid by the 
learned Gentleman (Mr. Anftruther) that die peq)le of Scot- 
land did not wiQi it i that they had made no complaints and 
had not called for it. Mr. Adam faid, it was not his modd 
to attempt any thing through that medium ; be knew not by a 
fcanvafs what their wilhes "were. As a Icgiflator, reprefenting 
a particular place, or, by the fifb'on of the conftitutlon, the 
fnuAc communit}', he felt faimfelf called upon to confider 
exigencies, and to cure defe(^ without coniulting or can- 
Vaffing for external fupport : Upon that principle, he had firft 
tfninutely inquired and deliberately coniidered, and had upoA 
that inquiry aud deliberation moft fteadily determined. To 
tffe£{ a meafure which he knew muft be beheftclalto that part 
df the country for which it was meant, by hnprovrng their 
civil condition andfecuring their rights, was a consideration of 
inuch higher importance than the regulations of municipal law. 
In as much as life and liberty were of more importance than 
the objeds of the civil code. Why did he prefs this now t 
becaule it never could be too late to do a right thing. Wliat 
the wi(bes of the people of Scotland were^ he had iaid, be 
Could not tell from canvaffing them, but he knew wharrf^e^ 
ought to be } and as he was convinced of the redltude of dieir 
intentions, the juftipe of their feelings, and the accuracy of 
their information ; as he kneW thait the bulk of that people 
had been growing in improvement from 'the period of the 
Union to the prefent time, that the tyranny aiid darknefs which 
then prevailed wasdiiTipated, and that they felt with ardour the 
fcleffings of civil and polilltal libtrty, vrttboot hying* a t^nd* 
cncy to liccntjoufcefs or anarchy — ^hc rnuft believe, that they 
would wifh that which tended to ptomotc what vvas equally 
neceflary to individual fafety and public tfranquillily. It was 
his moft anxious wifh'to promote the intcrcft, and iii(d tb the 
happinefs of that country where he firft drew his* breath; a 
country to wMcixhe Wa^ attached* by every tie «fgradtude and 
^^^•' ^ lovcj 



love; a tbtfntrytrfclcli: he ^uM pledge Umi'iaf iieiw to 
ietray. That if k ihould ever be liis fate, that his name ihouU 
hate a place in the hiftory of his e^ontryy it Wo«td be Us 
moft devout and' ardent /Wift thai the m^fttre he had f ro*- 
{>ofed ihould accompany it, in' it« defcent td future timet^ 
Aiid as between the teamed Gentteman (Mr. Anftruther) andl 
liimfelf) he wad ve<&dy to refer to thai unerring and impartial 
tribunal, pofterity, the reftitude of his condttA> the wifdom 
and popularity of hife propofitton. 

• Mr, Adam 6onclude<i, with llrongly and forcibly ftadng to 
ihe Houfe^ that no objection had been made to the prinapki 
of his propofed bill. The bbjeiQxond' ill Yefted on d^aalaaA 
regulation \ that fo far from being' o^je£Hons to apply fo tte 
bringing in of the bill) diey would not even fie on tlie ibeooA 
ira<lmg; but were mattdt fot the committee. Thefe4iQ^ 
tallies he pledged hifnfelf to guard againft by proviilonB} boC 
it was neither candid nor juft to acknowledge the candour oC 
^e mover, not deny the jufticeof the UAeafore, andyelrejedl: 
it on its iirft appearance. 

Ml. Addm gate i^otice^ that in the month of March niexf^' 
he Ihould bring forward another part 6f ' the meafurff which Iw 
had opened that night. 

' Mr. M, Mantagiit, Mr, Stanley, and Mr, DrJte^ fisvienJIy 
^poke againft the motion. Among other emphatic expre(BMM|i 
|»Ir. Drake laid: Nolumuj teges Angllie'ef ScoiUmtiiark \ " ' 
The Houfe divided, ^riJf iwtfflJt 31 - * 

' ' Againflit \ %i6 

' Adjourned. - 

\ . \l(rKDNEsmAY, February 5, 

"^ In a eomnfitoec^ went through the AmeticaA Ihtestjourft 
Bill. Ordered that the report w received tookidneov. 
"* 7^ ZpeajUr informed the Houfe, that he had received fiMl 
Sir Robert Abercrombie, an anfwer to his letter of the ftbof 
June xTfpj, tranfmitting to Sir Robert AJidraoBibic the 
thanks of the Houfe* 

THE BUDGET. 

The Houfe having refolved intp a Committee of Wayi 

and Means ;^ 

' • 7h€ ChancelUT cfihe Exd)e^uer faid, he rofe to lay before thc^ 
Committee as fully, but at the fame time as concifely as he 
was able, the various important particulars whidi were idiat 
day neceflarily to be fubmittcd to their confideration. In do- 
ing this he fhouM call their attention to the fevend heatb of 
^v •...-'.- i , ^ Supply 

t 



supply and Way^ and Meafi$^ in the ocdorin which he propofe<f 
to arrange them. Firft, he would ftate the e^tmt of the pro-* 
riCoQt madef. actotding to the Votes and e(tiinates» for the va*^ 
riotts branches of the public {bmiccy for the. vigorous profecu'* 
lion of the war; fecondly* all the articles of Supply and Wayii 
and Means ; and thirdly^ sdl the particulars pf the Ix>anj the ref 
fources arifing from other meafuresof finances and ^^ new taxes^ 
fieceilary fJQr^e&ajijig the additional expen9eof the intereft o| 
the loan. On the nrft of thele heads it would fcatrcely be necef« 
iary to dwell, as it had already come before the Houfe in de« 
Call. He ftiould only remind the Committee that the firft 
queftion for every man who felt for himfelfj for his country^ 
pr for mankind, was to be fatisfi^d that the meafure of our ex- 
ertion was adequate to the end we had in view^ or limited only 
by the extent qf our ability* When the conteft, in which we 
vere engaged^ was for the whole that we polTefsy fur^ly na 
snan could hefitate to contribute a part. 

^e firfl head of public fervice in the order of the votes, anct 
in the general opinion and favour of the country^ was the Navy« 
In^ diolecond jcvt of the war 8(,ooo (eam^n nad been voted, 
^th the fatidta£tion ol knowing that at the end of the firfl: 
year; commenced witli only about io,opo of that number, the 
increafe had been between 5P3000 ^nd 6»,ooo ; that we were 
Aownearfy aniyed at the number voted for the fecond year ; and 
Hiat the jincreafe of the number of our fhips had kept pace with 
the increafeof the Qumbefof our feamen. Theaugmentation of 
our naval force vras almoft in proportion to our wiihes> and 
much greater than had been efie£ted at any formerperiod w^b- 
in the fame time. In a conteft with one- nation only, it vvas, 
in the firft year of the war» nearly equal to what it had been 
when we had to contend with-almoft the ulitted naval force of 
Europe. The Ccaosniktee would oh&rve thajt a is<ite for 85,000 
feamen .was* fuffideht to cov«r tiie ea^loyment of a muc)| 
larger number, if occafionihould require, and a larger nundber 
could be obtained in the courfc of the year. 

The Houfe had akeady concurred in voting.all that was re* 
quired for the Army at the prefent time. The . a£):ual aug^ 
mentation in tlie firft yestr, bad been more rapid and extenfive 
than had been'knQWli in any former period of our hiflory, and 
larger than at the conclufion of fome wars. 30,000 cfteftive 
xneo.of Brttlih troops had' been added in tliie courfe of one 
year; and for the fecond year, the Houfe had voted sq^ooc^ 
inore^a, number fuUy fufficient, if they could be obtained. 
7he total of our army, including regulars, militia, and fencir 
|>les, was above 14Qi0oo Britiih troops. I3i|t befides thef<;, th$ 
^eceflary charges ha^d been voted for between 30,000 and 

40,000 
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40,006 foreign troops. In the Ordnance branch alfo, the aug« 
mentation had been greater than formerly, and in proponioa 
to the circumftances and new prmciplea introduced in tm/wan 
The artillery confifted of between 5000 and 6000 men.'-^ 
60 that the whole number of men employed, indading fea« 
men, regular Britifh troops, militia, fenciUes, foreign troops in 
our pav, and artillery, amounted to 250,000. If he could 
prove tnat we wei^ able to proyide for smd fupport that forces 
It would, he trufted, be admitted that minifters had not been 
deficient in point of diligence, and that their exertibns had 
been equal to the exigency of theoccaiion9aad jproportionedto 
f he neceffity which called for them* 

A large provifion^the Chancellor of die Exchequer f;ud, wat 
to be made for the exceedings of laft year} and although he 
lamented the neceility of the demand, it was fbme fatisf^ion 
to know that it arofe chiefly from the rapidity with which the 
number of feamen had been increafed, and (hips fitted and 
viAualled for fervice. From the rery nature of the expence^ 
ft could not occur again in any thing like an equal degree. 

There had been already voted) for the three di&refit fec« 
vices, that he had mentioned, 

NAVV. 

Otntrsl fervice of the NaVy • 3 ^ . 4^so,«od 

Ordiflaries « , • 5^»ooo 

JSxtraordinaries - « m 547*000; 

Tot^ amount of the (lavy • • 5i5a5iOQ#h' 

ARMY* ' 

" (General fenrioe *« - ^ <« - 4,351,009 ^ 

Foreign Troopf -r • 11169,000 

^xtraordioaries for 179$ - • >o>,ooo 

Total amount of the Anny Eftimat^ 6,339,0001* ' * 

ORDNANCE. ' 

Ordinaries « - • « 3x4,000 

Extraordinanes »- • « ^^^^^o^ 

Debt incurred laft year* and unfunded 643,000 

Toul of the Ordnance w w i, 345,0001. 

^e mifcellancous fervices were 2c6,oooI* $ exceeding hj 
1lo>oooL the eftimate of the Finance Cdmmittee of 1791. The 
deficiency of grants was 4741QO0I. i deficiency of land anil 
malt taxes, 320,000!. ^ 

In addition to the w&r and ordinary charges, there was*t 
. fum of 2oo,oool. "which the Houfe in 179a had thought pro- 
per to appropriate to the reduSion of the public debt, over and 
above the other appropriations for that purpofe j and although 
it had not been made petpetual, he wiihed not to depart, even 
while uiidcr the preflure of war, from what it had beed 
thought advifeable to do iQ ^i^iioj^ of peace aad profperity. 
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TtieExchcqocrBills^aEidufiting to 5>{o<HOooL it had been 
mtftai to dUcharge^ and to iffiie new bills for ilie fame funit 
mtA therefore to leave therti oat on both fides^ in ftriking tho 
iialanee between the Suj^ply and the Ways and Means. At 
frefenty it was nece&ry to include tbem in the account, ben 
caufe he intended to make a proviiion for any expences, over 
$md above the eftimates and votes of fu{lply> that might be ih^r 
cnnrcd in the courfe of the yean Any fum for this purpofe 
miift neceflarily be taken on comedlure $ ;ind he.meaot to pro- 
l^ofethat the Commiffioners or the Treafury fliodld have a 
vote of credit for 2|00OtO00L in Exchequer Bills. Laft yeat 
l,5oO|00oL was toted for thcT fame purpofe ; and that the 
•mount of Ezcheguer Bills might not be to great, an eoual 
iiim was paid off: for the fame reafon he ihould in the firft 
inftance ifliie only 5,jpde|OooL of Exchequer Bills this year» 
which would leave an opening fbr the 2,ooo,oool. on the vote 
i>f credit^ if it fliouM be found neceflkry to iflue fhe whole of 
any part of thenu The whole iiipply ^.ou!d then amount to 
J9^94D,oool. confiding of the following heads : 

TottA anount of N^vy, /Irmy, and Ordnance ^«i 3,209,000 

Mifccllaneous Services ' • « so6,ooo 

Deficiencies in Grants * - • 474,000 

pitto in Land and JMalt Tax • n Ss^yoo^ 
A«lditional Aim tathe Comnaiflioners for dif- 

cbarging the National Debt ^ - - aoo^ooo 

Exchequer Bills ^ - • « • 5,500,000 

T^al amount to be provided for - I9i939>ooo 

Thfe Ways'and Weans to* provide for this were, land and 
ftialt, '2,750j00oL ; exchequer bilfs 3,j;oo,oooI. 

The amount of the permanent taxes, from the 5th of Janu- 
ary 1 993,. to the 5th of January 1794, was 13,941,6001. con- 
iiderably lefs than the produce of the year 1792, but greater 
than the produce Of the year 179I. The produce for the pre- 
fent y^ar was to be eftimated either" on an average 'of former 
years, which were years of peace, and therefore to be taken 
with Tome allowance, Q^ on the produce of one year of war, 
2<lbw it happened in the prefent inftance that the difference i>e- 
tw^en.the two was not material. After dedufHng the amount 
1>f lajses repeakd, the :iv^rage of four years was I3)994900(^ 
The charges on the confolidatcd fund. were, for this vcar^ 
1197^^000!* The growing produce of , the confolidated tund, 
apptobble to the purpofes of W?iys and Means, was therefore 
)t^i97,oooL Although the Eaft India. Company might fuffcf 
idme temporary defalcation of profit, by the increafe of freight 
wd the decreafc ctf Xales, yet they bad obtained fuch ample fe« 
MKtty for thdr cftabliiBmeata ia Indidi by the capture of all 

the 
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the enemy^6.fa£iorie« and Settlements, that there was no reav 
foa to apprehend any inability on their part to pay the 5oQ)OOoK 
a year to the puhlic^ The fum,then wanting to make good 
the whole of, the fupply ^^as i)»ooo^ool. an4 this w»$ to be 
raifed by loan* 
He enumerated the articles a& follows; 

WAYS AND. MEANS. 

Malt Tax - - , - £*f7S^i^^ 

Exchequer Bi)Is - - - 3»50o,ooq 
Gf-owing produce of Taxes, after anfwenng 

* Churges of ConfoUdated FuYid - t ,'197,000 

FVom tie sBifr-India Company 4 ^ '500,00a 

L0aft « • • n fx,ooo>ooo / 

iC i9»947»ooo 

. He Jiext entered into a comparifon of tbjc feveral articles of 
Ways and Means for the prefent year, with the eftimate of the 
Finance Committee in 17911 from which , be made out tha( 
there was now in the iecond year of war 8op,ooqU. mcM-e reve* 
nue applicable to the public fenrice than in lys^i*. Of this» 
5oO}OoeL was paid by the Eaft-India Cwip^ay 1 but the pror 
<luce of the permanent taxes exceeded the e()jfmat<o of i;he. Fit 
nance Committee in 179 1 by c22,oool. 9 and aft^ d^dudling- 
additional charges on the. conloHdated fun^^ left joojoool. to 
be added to the fum paid by the India Company* 

In the courfis of uie laft year the navy debt had increafed 
3,200,00 ol. This he did not mean to leave, as in former times, ac- 
cumulating till the end of the war. He did xibt,howevef,propofe 
to fund the whole of it, becaufe, as navy bills had been jflued 
at a difcount, thole who held bills of the lateft d^te^ would re- 
ceive a greater profit, and an earlier payment, than they were 
fairly entitled to. On this fubje£t, however, as he fliould bring 
forward a propofition on a future day, it Wa§ only neceflary to 
fav, that he meant to make immediate pix»vi6on fpt r^ intereft 
ot the wKole fum ; to fix a period for the payment of navy 
bills in ready money within fifteei| months f^fter their bein^ 
Sflucd ; and inftead of allowing no intereft till fix' months after 
the date of the bill$, which, he knew nbtlov what reafon, had 
been the former pradice, to allow four |)f r c.ont* iatereft ftom 
the time of ifiuing. This, he was iiifoi^me4:bv perfons well 
qualified to judge, would put an end to the diicount on navy 
hills, which had always, in time of wais boea fo difadvanta*- 
geous to the public. He fhould propofe; fuadipg all. the navy 
bill^ to Ma^ch 1793, about 1,990,0001. provided the holders 
Should agree to the terms fan meant to p|^ofe« : 

There might alfo be feme increafe of tlfie navy debt this 
year, but nothing like what the increafe htL year had beeiv 
f he expence of tranfports was uncertain, and m^ght exceed 

Vol. L N n the 
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the cftimatc by 500,000!. The ufnal fum of 4I. per man per 
month for pay and vi£luaUing, fell Ihort of the aQual ex- 
pence about nine {hillings a month, which would make 
coOyOool. more* For the probable exceedings of the navy» 
he meant therefore to allow one million morCi and to provide 
for the intereft of it, that no debt might appear to be with« 
held from public view, and that the fyftem formerly laid down 
might be ftri£lly adhered to. 

In negotiating the loan, he had endeavoured to encourage 
a free and open competition among monied men, without 
having any thing to do with the diftribution of it; taking 
care only uiat the bidders (honld be of fuch lefponGbiiity as to 
infure the payment of the lirft depofit, which might be con* 
iidered as the fecurity to the public for the reft. Five mo(t 
refpeflable fets of monied men had offered, and the cffcSt was 
fuch as might have been cxpcAed : The terms were highly- 
favourable to the public; and what was alfo defirable, he hoped 
fafe to the lenders. For lool. they were to receive lool. 3 per 
cents, 25I. 4 per cents, and iis. 5d. long annuity. At the 
current prices of the day on which the bargain was made^ 
thefe were worth, 

160I. 3 per cents, - £ 6^ 10 o 

251*. 4 per cents, - • 21 o o 
IIS. 5 d. long annuities, - 11 99 

Total 99 19 9 
This perhaps was the firft inftance of a loan, in which the 
fraftionsd diflcrence between the fum borrowed and the fum 
to be paid, was in favour of the public : In which the difcount 
on prompt payment was the only premium to the lender.— 
The difcount on 90I. viz, the fum remaining to be paid after 
the firft dcpofit, for eleven months, at 3 per cent., was 
al. 9S. 6d. ; M'hich, added to 99I. 19s. 9d., made IC2I. 9s. 3d. 
for every lool. of the loan. This M'as no doubt a confidera-^ 
ble premium, but the fmalleft he believed that ever had been 
given. 

The annual fum to be provided for the payment of intereft, 
and one per cent, for the gradual liquidation of the capital, in 
conformity to the fyftem fanftioned by Parliament, and not 
to be departed from, even during war, was for the loan 
650,0001. adding the fum to be provided on the fame principle, 
for the aftual andexpeded navy debt, would make 898,006!. 

The Glove tax produced fo little, and was found to be fo 
vexatious to thofe who paid it, that he meant to repeal itj 
even at a period when it might feem that no refource of 
revenue, however fmall, ought to be relinquiflied. The tax 

on 
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on Birthsand Burials, which had been impored rather as a 
regulation, and more with a vitw to information than revcnuct 
he meant alfo to repeal. Thefe together had produced about 
lo^ool. The whole fum, which he had to provide for, would 
thus be 908,0001. 

To call for fo large a fum, muft be matter of regret at any 
period ; but if the circumftances of the time required it, the 
lame circumftances allowed not of hefitation. If the charge 
was large, the largenefs of it arofc from bringing forward with 
fcnipulous exaftnefs every article of prefent expcnce, and 
adhering with ftriftnefs to the fyftem adopted for the gradual 
reduAIon both of the old and the new public debt ; and the 
Houfe would have the cortfolation of knowing, that, as hig 
Majefty had ftated from the throne, there were fuch means as 
would meet the exigency, without any preffure which could be 
fcvercly felt by the people. 

Of the taxes impofed in 1791, a burden they had experi- 
enced and knew could be borne, the average produce, a^ter 
dedu£^ing the amount of thofe which had been repealed, and 
which he did not mean to renew, was 635,000!. The annual 
charge upon them was 250,0001. leaving a furplus of 385,000!. 
By tne new regulation of the duty on fpirits in Scotland» 
there was a furplus, over and above making good the repealed 
duty on coals, of 43,000!. This having oeen tried for one 
year only, would probably increafe ; and with the fum above- 
mentioned, might be taken at 430,000!. The remainder was 
to be provided for by 

NtW TAXES. . 

The firft that he would mention, M'as an additional duty on 
Britifli and foreign fpirits. On thefe it was defirable that the 
duty (hould be as high as poflible, without affording fuch 
advantage and temptation to fmuggling, as might operate as 
a premium to the illicit trader, and tend materially to injure 
the revenue. Formerly it had been fo high, as to produce 
this inconvenience, and a remedy had been applied by 
lowering tlie duty. It w^s afterwards thought that, when 
the capital of the fmugglers was deftroyed, or diverted into 
honeft channels, the duty might be fomewhat raifed without 
danger ; and tlie experiment had fuccecded. Tlic;, facility of 
fmuggling French brandies, the great article of fmuggling, 
was at prefent annihilated j for even fmugglers were not ex- 
empted from the general profcription of the National Conven- 
tion. The fmuggling of rum had always been fmall, from 
•the diftancc from whence it was brought, and the nature of 
the veifels in which it was iraporfed, and alfo bCcaufc it might 
eafily be watched. ' When peace came, and with it the oppor- 
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^ttAitj: of fmuggling from the Tttnch coaft tfeftvmH^ the 
^djtioiial diKf might be repealed, a$ the incceftM produce of 
other bn^ches ff teyeaue waiild move than jnakc good the 
pmoun^ , 

New buildings certainly had not decreafed ki cosfe^eoce 
0f the tax on h^ks and tiles y op thefe «rMes» theitfovcy he 
ihould propofe an additiongi duty. 

Slate and (lone bemg employed for fimtbr pQipofes, osght 
to pay in proportion, as far as that could be afccnained : But 
as it would be difficult to colIe£l a duty upon all that could he 
raifed from quarries^ he meant only to prppofe a duty on fuak 
as came coaftways. 

He would next propofe a %ix» on whit might ftiMy be con-^ 
ildcredas a mere article of .luxury^ pbte and crown glafs. 
. ^ The multitude of forts into which papes was divided with a 
view of proportioning the tax to the value^ a moft defindslc 
obje£l, -it it could be atcoippUfliedt had given rife le frauds. 
He meanly therefore^ to fiix^pUfy the duty, by xedncing it to 
ithree forts only ^ and to add one-half to tome* aiid one-<hiid 
to others, 

LaO: of ally a tai; whi9h had been fuggefted to him by the 
ligheft judicial authority in the kiiigdomt an additional tax 
upon attomies* [The bare mention of this tax excited inuno- 
diate and general applaufej From tlie manner in which thifr 
had been feceived by the Houfe^ could he have done fy without 
depriving the public of the ufeful fervlces of thofi; upon whom it 
was to be levied, as far as they were ufeful* the Qiancellor of 
the Exchequicr faid, he could ha^e wiihed to have made it the 
only tax in his budgets. He meant to charge a duty of looL 
on the indentures of every perfon articled to an attorneys 
and looL on the admiilion of every perfon already articled.. 

MCAPlTULATiOKT. 
Britifli ipiriu one peony per gallon addttionil on 

thewaih -. ' . - ^107,000 

Brandy ten-tof nee per gallon 7 , ^^ 

RuoinM-pince per gatlon J ' ij^iow 

Vrieks and tiky ta. 6d. additional per AiooTand 7o»oop 
Slate carried coaft way$ x oa . per ton-^tooe aa. 6d. }o,oo'o 
Crpwo and plate glafif additional - $^^000 

Paper, additional - . 63,<too 

Attornieiy additional . . • 25,000 

Add foiploa of tajEta 1791 430,000 

Total £913,000 

Having thus (iated the amount of f?pply and ways and means^ 

as well as the fervices to be performed^ tlie loan and other mea- 

iures of finance, he faid he ihould be luippy if the Houfe 

thought the pTovifion was ample, aiKl the mpaas eofy as far as 

circum* 
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/ciarcatmftanrcs woirid admit, and likel^r to be effe£hiak What 
was the lutfare. of th^ provifton ? in addition to the large efti- 
snateafar the inmiedbte fcrvice of the war, two millions were 
^ovided for extraordinary and imfotefeen expefices, with 
aus^k; meaiui fMrveoioviiig the. oieffare of die unfunded debf> 
and all this without deranging tne fyftem for the reduftion ot 
the old fimdsd debt, the fum applied to which, befides aecu* 
joudating at compound intereft, was farther increafed by 
aoQ^oL BroTtfiom was alfo made, not only for the intereft^ 
but for the liquidation, of the new debt in proportion to the 
capital borrowed. Hie Navy debt was put into a ftate fey wticK 
the inconventence of horge difcottnt on Nary bills, fo fe^rel^ 
iek in former warB,. would be aroided. If the terms of the 
fett were confickered, it would W folind that public credit and 
jmblic confidence were unimjpaiffed. The ftate of the revenue 
aiferdcd groumk'ofTatisfa&ibn beyond the ilioft fanguine hopes 
riiat.couW have been ftaned refpefkiiiff it. Of the taxes ^reat 
part had been already borne without ibconvenienee, aftdthe 
reft were motUy:;additions to .articles which etperience had 
frovied to be piodu^ve with the kiaft poffible burd^en to the 
public. The future produce of the revenue was caldulaced oft 
ihe average oi four years of peace, or on the firft yeair of war, 
in vriiich it was more likely to fufFef , our naval fuperiority^ 
;uid our improved ftate of preparation confidcred, than in any 
future year. The circumftances and fi tua tion of Europe (except 
in a^s far as every coon try engaged in the war, beooming poorer 
the Jbwer the war continued, muft be a Icfa valuable cuf- 
tomer for our manufa£tures), were more favourable to the 
•ttenfion of oiir. trade than in tji^j \ becaufe placed then in ' 
4he pofieflioo of Fcance, were now delivered from the anarchy 
and diftrefs, ^^^uch Frendx fraternity carried every* where 
aion^ with it ; but infinitely more dian for any other reafon, 
becaufe the fingular and ex^aordinary 'ftagnation of trade, oc- 
cafioned by the fudden and violent interruption of commercial 
credit, was now, and had long :fiiice been more completely 
at an end than any man could have prcfumed to hope. If t}ie 
xevenue had even failed laft year, it would not have been very 
extraordinary, nor would it have been a juft caufe of difcou- 
jageoienc; but its^ having beenr produi^iv^ bi an eminent 
degree, afforded arweiUgroundedeiipedation, that ^nder all 
the ^rcumftamces, the pnDduce of the prefent year would be 
equal, if not fuperior, to that of the laft. The produce of 
the permanent taxes for 1793, was 13,953,000!. independent 
of the temporary taxes to be continued : l*his was lefs than in 
the year 1792, a year of the highcft aommercial profpetity, by 
3&boooJL But wd did not calculate on the produce of 1792. 

We 
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We .'fortaed our eftirnlite on tbe average of ioiir years^ 
500,000]. lefs than the produce of 1792; and the aduai 
produce of i793t exceeded that average by 137,000!. He 
ftated how far it exceeded the eftimates of the Finance Com- 
mittees of 1786 and 1791; and added, that taken in 2nj 
point of view, the revcnoe had produced 500,000!. a year 
more than Iiad been expected at the moft profperoos period; 
This excefs he did not mortgage, but !eft to meet future 
exigencies, or to accumulate if no fuch exigencies ihould 
occur. Thefe were our hopes in time of war^ and with the 
furp!us which, but for the war, would Iiave been app!icable 
to the reduction of our dtbt whenever tlie moment of peace 
arrived, we (hould recur again to that fyftem the Ueflings of 
wliich we had already felt, and the progrcfs of which liad been 
interrupted by no fault o£ ours. While tlie war continued, 
we mud refolve to meet it as the moft important duty ever 
impofcd by the difpenfation of Providence on any nation on 
the face ot the g!obe« 

He concluded wit!i moving Ids firft reiblution. 

Mr. Fox faid, he Iiad lail ye;ir fc!t it his duty to exprefs hb 
difapjprobation of the terms of the loan, and to divide the 
Houle cm tlie fubjeA \ he then rofe to exprefs liis fatisfadion> 
as far as he was able to judge of the fituation in wliich we 
ftood at prcfent, at all tliac had, upon the fubjed of finance, 
been brought foiS^^ard by the ininilter ; and he was willing to 
admit that the loan was a prudent one : Wlien he faw ground 
for approbatiQn, lie M'^as always as ready to gi\T that approba- 
tion, as to exprefs his fentime;its in a diiFerent manner, when 
he felt no reaion to approve* With refpcft, therefore, to the 
loan, he begged to I>e underftood that he fubfcvibcd to it im^ 
piicirly, becaufe it appeared to him that the terms were as 
advantageous as could ^e expe£Ved; and lie conceived they 
would not only be fo to the public, but that they would prove 
fair alfo to the individuals concerned in the tranfaflion \ lie 
confidered it as fair a bargain between tlie two comra£^ing 
parties, as ought to be ^xpe£led by cither. He was particu<i> 
larly glad alfo tliat the mtnifter had at laft adopted what he 
had often been advifed to adopt, namely, a plan for Iteeping 
down, as mudi as poflible, the difcount on navy bills ; this 
was an inconvenience to the public, wliidi he had in a con« 
fiderable degree felt, and bad often laboured to convince the 
Right Hon. Gentleman that it was extremely difad^-antageout 
and extremely oppreflive, and he was glad the Right Hon. 
Gentleman was at laft brought to concur in that opiiiiou. It 
would have been better, Mr. Fox faid, if ttic whole of the 
navy debt had been funded long (ince s and therefore the plan 
6 oif 
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of the minider, for keeping down the difcount, upon nav]f 
bills (whiclr had long been fo enormous), as far as ic went^ 
had his entire concurrence. There was, however, a point 
ultimately eonne£ted with the fubjeft now before the com- 
mittee, which he could not but lament, and to which he could 
not help alluding : It was a part of his Majcfty's fpcech, on 
the opening of the feflion. He lamente4 that fuch a part of 
the ipeech was adopted. He alluded to tliat part xr! which 
his Majefty tells his people, that the burden of taxes to be 
impofed upon them would not be feverely felt. How was this 
fort of affeftation becoming, either from the throne, or lefs 
authority ? Upon what grounds was it juftiiiable to tell the 
people of this country, that the burdens impofed on them 
would not be feverely felt i Why (hould the minifter advife 
this ? Why were the people to be told, that a burden of near 
one million fterling per annum, in addition to the heavy load 
which they bear already, would not be feverely felt ? Why 
not leave tne people to judge for themfelves ? It was a poin^t 
on which the people would form as jaft an opinion, as either 
his Majefty, or any of his minifters. Some of the taxes 
already impofed, were pretty feverely felt, and poflibly might 
ftill be more fo, and that too in coniequence of the taxes that 
were to be added now. He knew that in the difcuflion o£ 
the fubjed of taxesj it was generally admitted, that when 
they were impofed on the lower clafs of fociety, they would^ 
in fome meafure, fall upon thofe who employed them : On the 
other hand, taxes impofed on articles of life generally bought 
by the rich might fall in a great meafure upon the poor. It 
was maintained often as a principle, that taxes on luxury 
are fairer mediums of impolt than any other. This in his 
opinion (hould be underftood with certain allowances ; it Mras 
not quite ah eafy thing to define precifely what was always 
to be called a luxury ; that whi<:h was once clearly a luxury 
might from cufbom and habit become a necefTary of life. 
The articles of tea and fugar, for inftance, were within his 
meaning by thefe obfervations ; for aldiough in the fimplicity 
of former days we were generally contented with plain food 
and frugal diet, yet tea and fugar were now in fuch commoti 
uie, that he feared they were necefiaries of life, and neceiTaries 
too which were in greater ufe with the lower clafles of the 
people, than with thofe who had the good fortune to be in 
nigh' condition, perfons of rank and affluence; and therefore 
he could not fay that fome of the taxes about to be invpoled 
(for they refembled thefe) would not be feverely felt. They 
might be neceflary, but that was another qucftion.^ What he 
meant to infift oil was, that the people ought to be allowed to 

judge 



our finking fund, but he faw no great reafon to think that our 
manufaQories were flourifhing, or to expe£l that our rerenue 
would not diminifh. He approved, as he had already faid» of 
the loan, and of. the pla|i for the keeping down of the intereft 
on navy bills ^ he thought them wife and prudent meafures^ 
and whenever he could approve of the condud of the minifter 
.he was happy to fay fo-— but he muft again repeat it, he did not 
like to hear bnguage^ from above, informing the people how 
they were to feel the burdens impofed on them \ he hoped 
Ihey wotild patiently bear whatever was neccflary for the pub* 
lie exigency. As tp what the Right Hon. Gentleman had 
ftated with regard to the furplus of the revenue, that he did 
not mortgage it for the continuance of the war, for that he 
had provided for the fupport of the war, even if that furplus 
ihould continue as he hoped it would » and that it ihould be 
employed towards the payment of our debt, there was nothing 
Temarkable or extraordinary in that \ no fuch moitgage, he be- 
lieved, had been attempted to be made by a minifter in the 
progrefs of any war, nor could it be' expelled to be the cafe 
m this } it was a thing in its nature not to be done. 

With regard to public credit, he confefTed he did not feel 
equally fanguine with the Right Hon. Gentleman, nor fee it 
la the fame favourable point of view. 

Public credit wa5 high at the beginning of the American 
war, and that c^'edit afterwards became low indeed, and he 
was afraid we had no reafon to be proud of the comparifon 
between that war and the prefent in that refpeft, if the pub- 
• lie funds were in any degree to be relied on or admitted as fuf- 
iicient evidence upon the qucfli^ion of public credit. In the 
prefent war, within a period of twenty moftthj, the three per 
cents had funk thirty per ant. Thirty per cent, in that time 
was a tremendous fall, and could not be ftated as a proof that 
the prefent war did not afFeft our credit. At the beginning 
of the American war in 1 774, the three per cents were at 84 ;. 
at the concluiion of 1783, the three per cents were about 54. 
During ^at American war, after feven years continuance of it, 
the three per iients funk 35 per cent. In this war, after the. 
continuation of It for only twenty months^ the three per cents 
had funk 30 per cent. Pie could not therefore conceive that 
the calamities of the prefent period affefled us lefs in point 
of credit, than the calamities of the American war had done 
while that mifchievous war exiftcd. It might be iaid, and 
laid truly, that much of this was owing to our enormous debti 
it was true it was fo, but that was part of our cafe, and it was 
a sreat evil, upon which it behoved us to reflet very feriouily. 
Ku. Fox faid, he thought it hi$ duty to malic thefe few oh- 
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thoiigti they could not tel! how, they infifted t^at flic burden 
would faU on the cuftomer : He howevct at laft convinced 
that Houfe that the taK was partial. If any part of their ar- 
gument had been right upon that fubje£t, whyfliould dtey 
fiot think that it applied to die prefent cafe, and that the tat 
"Would /all on thofe who were already heavily taxed, namely 
the clients of the attorneys for if a fhop-kcepcr cooM impoffe 
iipon his cuftomers, he faw nothing fo partkulairly bhint» ftupi^^ 
und void of ingenuity in the charader of an attorney, as to 
induce him to think that he could not charge the man who hal 
the misfortune to be his cuftomer as well as a fliopJceeper. 
He feared the propofed tax would open a field for impofition. 
Tlie Right Hon. Gentleman had made fome obfervations witli, 
tefpe£i to the Committee of Finance in 1791. He thought 
it ncceffary to'obferve, that that Committee had made a report 
that was petfedly fair and juft'with refpeft to the revenue^ 
but he did not by any means agree with diem in their efttmatc 
of the expenditure. Indeed that was a point which it was 
difficult to bring to a fair determination, becaufe there had 
been no year in the courfe of their computation in which we 
could be faid to be at a peace expenditure $ and he could not 
help thinking tfcat whenever this unfortunate war flioul<l 
be at an end, 4 different eftimation muft be made with re'* 
gard to our permanent pe^ce expenditure — God knew what 
our reventie might be at that time, whenever ix ihould hapjpil^ 
Arrive. The Right Hon. Gentleman had ftated" fome realons 
why he h^d grounds to hope that the revenue would prove 
more produAive in future than it had been. That it hadbeco 
more produ&ive than was expedlcd at the commencement c* 
the war, was a circumftance, Mr. Fox faid, which he rejoiced 
at J but he could not help thinking that when the Right Hon. 
Gentleman came to die balance, after the lois we muft fuilaio 
from the diminution of cuftom for our manufa^ures in con^' 
fequence of the prefent war, he would feel a great defipicncy 
in the revenue, and find commercial credit low; if this dirf. 
not turn out fo, he was much deceived. He wiflied to obtaitt 
all the information jpofllble on this paTticular*-hc had ob** 
tamed fome on which he cou]d rely. In the county of Lan-. 
cafter, a county of confiderable manufafture, frbnfi the num- 
ber of hands now unemployed, and from men being taken 
in ftich numbers for the fervice of the war, there was realbn 
to believe diat oar coioimerce was in a languid condition. If hf 
was miftakdi in tha^ ppinion, he Ihould be happy co be con^ . 
vinccd of it, but he was afraid his information was true, and' 
if fo, our commerce muft be in a declining ftate. He agreed 
with die Right Hon. Oentleif an as ta the growing produce of 
Vot, I. . O o - our 
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Thursday, February 6m 

TRIAL OF MR. HASTlSCS. 

Mrm lirigl0y &idt that on account of the death of a near re« 
lation ef Uie leader* o£ the Managers of the Impeachment 
tmainSL Mr. H-^ftings (Mr. Burke), who could pot attend tfa« 
lloufe that day, he ihould defer (he motion he intended W 
nabBi fclatire to <fce proceeding in. that trial ^ Toeflaty 
next* 

THB LOAM Km TAXIS, 

Mr. Hobart broueht up the. report of the RefoIutloim.BiOT<f 

ed thft preceding day, and agreed to in the Committee of 

Ways and Means, for raifing money by loan, and creating 

a fond arifing out of ne%' tayes fpr paybg the intereft of d^ 

No. II. id. per lb. upon Coloiwed nd Whktd Aowvi, escf^ Elq^btM 

and Cartridge 
No. III. c^d. perlb.foff Wfa»pi»gP«^er 
No. IV. i|d. per lb. upon au other fapcrr, e«ctpt gh m h i ii g w d Butlwi 

Paper 
No. V. ics. 6d. per cwf« upon Pafleboard, MiUboud, S calt bo ard, an^ 

Glased Papers 
A Draw' back to be allowed on exportation. 
That the duiiea on Cuftoins of the above do otafr, and ikmt be taken in 

liei^ thareof, 
zod. per lb. on No. t. imported ' 

2d. per lb. on No. U. imported . 
6d. per ib. on Paper Hangingi importod 
xod. per. Ih. oo all other P;)per«iaiportiQil 
ft«^. per cwt. vponP«»ftT:boardS| Uc, importtd 
los. SJd. on F.iitt Gluta impened 
Sf. o}d. on Matertali tifet^ in making Window QlaTf 
A dr«iwback cf S|d. on every foot ot Plate GUIs in^rtcd 
14s. 6d. per cwt. on Flint Glafs exponcd 
9s. I id. per^uto onCrr^wn dhfo exported 
8.i4* per toot on French Plate dir^oaxporced 
T4.S. on French Plate ditto imponed 
9«. lid. on French Window iitto imported 
14a. per cwt. on other Gla^ importeit 
JOS. i^d. per cwt. on Plates of GUTt not left that 14%$ P|«aie ioohoti 

made in Great Britain 
A Stamp Duty of tool, upon Coatraftt of Peripna Arving ai Clerki t^ 

Attorneys 
100! : Admi ttanee for ewy Aitomey 

50I. for ContraAs ot Clerks to Atterntye^ i« Coortt of Cbtfftiemo 
50 U for Admittance of Attoaneya i» the WtIA) Coarts 
That the additional Duties upon Foraign bpirits iiaporf^, gvaatetf and 

continued by A6ls of 31 Geo. )II. be iiii||le perpetanl 
Alfo npoB S»gir»by AA 31 Geo. 111. be ande perpttoal 
Alfo a Drasvbaok an Sugar^ aliowod by tbe faidAAiba nu^eper* 

petnal 
Jbat (be fai^ Duliai becaitied t<i thcCpafeli^tid Faod^ 

The 
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Tbe Qerky s^ccorduKg ta the uf ual £orai) readthe RcfoltttiQnft 
twice ; on me fecoi^ reauHog^ 

jl/r. jF<7;^ rofe, tvot to offer any opppdtlon to the refoIution% 
but fiinply ^<''f4kt purpofe cxf defirhig ibme information on 
a {abje^, wbich did not appear to him to be extremely clear. 
Ilie Chancellor of the Exchequer, in the courfe of his fpeedh 
the preceding day, Mr. Fox reminded the Houfe, had drawn 
a compatifon between the prodi^ce of the permanent taxes o^ 
two different jrears^pn which h&grounded his opinion of thek 
probable future produce. The account of the laft year, end* 
yig the 5th of January 1 794, he could not find on the table, of 
in the printed papers) out iound an account of the amount of the 
taxes for three quarters of diat year,ending the 5th of O£bober 
1793, from which it appeared that the tot^ produce of all rhe 
taxes for that period amounted to I4,8oo,oool.j from which 
fum muft be deduced the produce of taxes that were not 
permanent^ and which could not of courfe be taken as pait of 
a permanent fundv It was dated io that account that noikb 
fum than 700,000]. waa to be dedu6ied from the abovt; fun% 
* becadfe fuch was the amount of temporary uxes ; if then 
this ftatement was corredf, it would follow that the Right 
^on. Gentleman had greatly over-ftated the fond, which might 
be conGdered as permanent^ and confequently he w^uid next 
' year have occafion to apply for aid to make good a At6ciencf 
m a fund which he had ftated the preceding day as prodo&ivd 
to the amount at which he had taken it. 

^/)eCharu:e/loroftke£:Qcl)0guer£sLidfthAthch7Ap9vmiti 
ht had ftated upon the moft authentic accounts that could btf ob*- 
tained) and he believed they ^ere perfe&ly accisrate^ He had firft 
eflnmated the grofs produce of the taxes forming the a|;gre^te 
£ind» at X 5,400,0001. 'f and from this fum he had dedu£ted what 
had been paid into it out of the produce of temporary taxes, and 
afterwards made allowance for the defalcation that would be oCca« 
iioned by tases already repealed, or about to be repealed, which^ 
together, amountedto i io,oool.fo that thefumonwhichhe might 
seckon as permanent, would be 15,290^000!. — ^The printed ac** 
irount of the three firft quarters of the year 17939 (|aot<d by 
the fi.ight Hon. Gentleman, was corre^ and audientic;, the 
di&rence between it and ^at, on which he hknfelf had av* 
fptdfXu^^ arife from the different way of moking up accounts 
m the different departments of the rcrvenue. la the CuAomSs 
ior inftance, the grola recesnt was generally given, withouli 
mentioning how much was to be paid out of it under the head 
i^ drawbsnpka or bounties^ whilft- the aecounts^ nude up- at 
tnc Exche^ux ftatied the funa aftually paid in there | to that 

OB 
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•n the firft view of the totals of the twci accomtts^ it would 
fcem asf if there was fome miftake in one V^theiUw though in 
reality there was not anjr. ^f^0 

After further converwtion, the Speaker put the queftlon on 
each Refolucion feparately, which pafled widiout obfervation 
oh any, except that when the refolution for laying an ^di- 
lional tax on bricks, flates, tiles, flee, was read, 

Mr, Baflard faid, that in the weft of England the principal 
manure of the country was marie; he hoped, therefore, that 
care would be taken in the framing of the bill which (hould be 
brought in on this fubjeft, that marie fo ufed fhould not be 
fubjed to the tax. 

The Refolution paflcd Mrithout further remark. 

When the queftion was put on the laft refolution, for fub« 
jeCilng every perfon to be admitted ^i future to a& at an at-« 
fomey to the psyment of ' i ool., 

Hr. Jolliffe (aid, there might be good policy in the general 
porpofe which this refolution was intended to anfwer; but 
there was a pare of it which appeared to him to be highly ob« 
je£lionable. 

The Speaker told him that the queftion then before the 
Hottfe was, whether it (hould agree with the committee in that 
refolution ? The Hon. Member muft therefore admit or re- 

rit in totOf for it could not, in that llage of the bufinefs» 
admitted or rejeded in part If he had any partial ob« 
jefUon, he muft referve it until a bill was brought in to give 
the refolution the form and force of law» and when it was ia 
the committee, he might regularly propofc fuch modification a$ 
fliould appear to him expedient, 

Mr. Joliiffe in reply faid, he did not objeft generally to the 
whole of the refolution, but merely to a part : It might be 
prudent to fubjeft all perfons who may in future be articled to 
attornies' to the payment of i ool. but he could not think it 
jnft to^ impofe this tax on perfons already articled, but not 
admitted : The rcafon was obvious ; many youths might have 
been articled three, four, or five years ago, whofe friends 
could not enable tliem to pay lool. for their admifTion^ and 
who, had they been able to forefee fo very extraordinary a tax 
as this, would have fought fome other kind of e(bbli(hment in 
Hfe. I( the refolution were carried into a law, without modiv 
fication, it would place them precifely in this fituation— that 
the time they have hitherto pafled in qualifying themfelves for 
the profeiRon of the law, vrovXA be entirely loft to ihem \ and 
many of them would be left to learn fome other bufineis, at a 
time of life when youpg men have generally (bnrcd out their 
» 3 appren^i 



9zn* #.1 UroODrAXX'S/PARUAMEXITARy RSPQRTS^ t^^ 

apprenticefliip. He gare notice, therefore, that he would 
eppofe a ntr^finBive operation of this refolutioo, when it 
fliottld appear before the Houfe in the fhape of a bilL 

FRENCH PROPERTY BILL. 

This bill was upon motion read a fecond time ; and upon 
the Speaker's putting the queftion, ** That this bill be com- 
mitted," 

Mr. Jetyll rofc, and claimed credit from thofe who heard 
him, when he declared he did not mean to oppofe a bill upon 
the principle andobje£b of which he believed there could not 
be two opmions ; he begged to be underftood as not meaning 
to offer me flighteft objeiftion to it, but intending merely to 
ofier fome fuggeftions which appeared fo him material, for 
the better effefting the objedk all had in vie^ by the meafiire. 
The title of the, bill profeffed it to have two objefts, the one, to 
prevent the ruling power in France laying hold of the property 
of French fubje£b in this country, as a means to enable theni 
to carry on the war; the other, to fccure the faid property for 
the benefit of the owners, when that period fliould happily 
arrivt, when peace (hould be reftored between the two coun* 
tries. 

He faid, he had attehded to the bill minutely on the fecond 
reading of it } and whatever provifions it might contain^ or 
however wifely thev may have been adapted, with regard to 
the firft of thefe ODJeds, he could not find in the bill, attiy 
provifion whatever lor adequately fecuring the latter. That 
difiiculties occurred in the attempt to eftablifli fo defirable an 
obje£l, he was well aware, and he hoped and trailed, that 
ihey would not only be feen, but met oy the united wifdorti. 
and talents of that Houfe, although he confeiTed that at prefent 
they were fuch as, from the confidfcration he had as yet been , 
able to give the fubjeft, he was unable to point cut a remedy. 
The property of French individuals vefted in our funds, he 
had heard ftated at 2jo,oool. at leaft it was faid not to ex- 
teed that fum. He could hot help dreading the^ danger o£ 
cxpofing perfons in France to. perfecution and death, if any 
public authenticity were adopted for the afcertainihg and pre- 
ferving to them their individual properties ; and yet he had an 
invincible objcftion to that which might appear neceffary, 
namely, the appointment of a fecret commiffion for the pur- 
pofe of afcertaining the nature and extent of tliofe debts which 
are to be fo retained. Another point on which he entertained 
doubts was, the property pf individuals being left in the hands 
of the merchants here, and thence rendered fubjcft to all the 
viciflitudes of trade and its confequences. That which thcV 
might receive at the prefent day, they might lofc in the courier 
' of 
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i fMCoeft pf the war ; but that it is pradicable^ fafe, and honour** 
. able, tbc.Noblc I^ord has not even attempted to prove. That 
..the war had no defined objcft, and could have. been avoided 
: byiwgotiation,. arc charges not very confiftent; and it miglu 
-.puzzle cv^n tho Noble Xlord's talents in' negotiation to treat 
, en a. fubjeft.he was incapable of defining. The objeft of 

.the war was however clearly afcertaincd ; it was to be found 

.inthefpirit and. motives .of the demagogues of France for 
Y commencing it ; motives diftijnclly flated and avowed in all 
i their decree^ fr9m the i6th and 1,9th of November 1792, down 
. to Barrere'^Rc^port to the Convention of laft month, received 
..with accUmationj and which holds out to Great Britain the 
i^.pcice of. peace, ji^i^ely^ the furrender of its conflitution. 
*. They began by r<:pe,atcd declarations that the right of infur- 
.'.re£lion'was the.mpft ucred/of the rights of man ; and in the 
. <iecree of: the 1 9th of November' they offer, in ajllanguages, 
. afliftance to all people deiifous. to exercife that facred right 

in order to tecover their liberties. This avowed Intention 
.. wag fufficicnt tt> give the moft ferious alarms to every regular 

government in Europe. But they did not confine themfelvcr 
.'to general dodrines, andg^ncral intentions^ for by the decree 
. of Jthe Eiccujcive Council oif the' i6th ^ of November, , they 

put iheir fyftem in practice againil an all]( of Great Britain, 

and i;n.a.m^nner that unequivocally proved thb blow to be in- 
. tended' at' the,exiftence o/* Greait Britain, and that the ulti- 
, mate ob^e^.wi^is to make the r ights of man (a phrs^e for anarchy) 

triumph on the tuins of her Iqng-boafted and long-envied con- 

\. iiitution. ;The. decree of the 26th ftates ". tie privileges of 

t HoUand qn, tha Scheidt tg be contrary to the law cfnaturiy iohich*tbe 

i French have fivorn to maintain '^ that the dcftruftibn of that 

, right.( which. Monf. Chauvelin, in his letter, of the 27th of 

December tso LordGrenville, fays is of no imp<pfrt;^nce in itfelf) 
. will congee all nations that the extinflion of all the tyran-* 

niee of £ui3ope, and the triumph of the rights of man, is the 

• ibl& ambition of the French Nation." And they do not leave 
. . us in any poflible doubt wha^ thofc tyrannies- are j for Monf. 

Monge the Marine J^Iiniftcr's letter to^the ports of Trance, 
■ 31ft December 1792, fays that tlie t^^'o*^^tyrannical powers of 

• Spain and England will quickly bc^ dpltroyed i and for that 
. purpofe, with refpect to England, a -descent will be foon made 

- in that ifland, antl 50,000 cap$ of liberty lodjged there. Thefe 

. ' are unequivocal proofs of a .denned intention. The object 

, of the wax therefore on our. part is, reCftance to this avowed 

: puqw^fe^ and fecurity fpr the rights, liberties, and conftitution 

of Great Britain and her allies. That it could not "be avoided 

by ncgctiationi is proved beyond a doubt by Monfl Chauvelin'a 

anlwcr 
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juftke'and'iiunnmityy Md'faisdetermmation'to pexfevere'txTfts 
lUvll 4iiid'cbnipfete extin&ion, vere undoubtedly the fame they 
liad ever keti ^ bttt his 'prefent . niotion wouhi'onf y go* tp pre* 
vent oUr fupplying Slaved to Foreign Nations. He woiild only 
make two obfeirations : Firft, he would remind the Ht)u(e that 
the Supporters of the Slave Trade had reftedthenr caufe :on 
the ground of its being occefikfy to die weU4}dTig of our own 
•Weft Indian pofTeffions, 'which oould not' otfaerwife .be 
fupplicd with labourers. They who were finc^e in this ob* 
je^ioni iisftead of oppofing fais prefent motron) ought tnoft 
'warmly to defend it ; for, inftead of abridging that fupply, it 
midt tend rather to increafe it, and to prevent 'ovnr raifing up 
the Weft Indian pofiei&ons of foreigners intocozi^petitofs 
with out own. : i 

Hemiift'nextdefire the HouTe to recolIeA that it had been 
iiniverfally declared (whatever doubts there might be'concemi- 
ing the efFe£ts of abolifhinga trade that had fo longi exifted), 
that if the Slave Txade had as yet no exiftence^ and it wese 
for the firft time propofcd to fet it on foot, there could not be 
two opinions on the fubje£l. He vras happy ih beiag able to 
fay that the trade againft which he was now dife£iing his 
<effartS) was almoft, if net altogether difcontinued, at tUe 
prefent monient ; all therefore who were honeft in the pre^ 
ceding' declaration would of courfe unite .with him in preventu* 
ing its revival. j ' 

If any obje&ions fliooM be brought forward, he referved 
to himfikf the right of replying to them. He would dien oioly 
'move for leave to bring in a bill for aboliihing the trade for 
fuppiying foreign territories with flaves. 

The ^aier infonnod Mr. Wilberforce, that as bis modon 
concerned the .trade of this country, it was necefiary that it 
ihould ongumte in a Coonmittee of the whole Houfe ; and 
that the only regular ftq> that could be taken then was, to 
movC) That this motion be referred to fuch a Committee. 

This intimadon being adopted, it was moved, '^ That this 
modon be referred to a Committee of the whole Houfe." 

Sir William Toung rofc to oppofe the motion. Sir Wiltlaai 
faid, he applauded the humanity with which the Hon* Gentle* 
;nan was aduatcd, but found himfelf, after mature deliberation 
of the fubje£l, bound to give his negative to the motion then 
before the Houfe, as he had done to every other on the fame 
fubje6^. He confidered it as a motion better fuited to theory 
than pra£tice. He thought it obje£tionuble in various points 
of view : It was inefficient for the purpofe profeffed to be its 
obje£l, it was unequal in itfelf, it was dangerous in point 
ol time and experiment, and finally, it was v^atious to mer« 

Fp 2 chants 
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cnntt coocemod in our Wteft Iwui tflnt* Bir wiwani 
idfttted to the fimmtion of thd faretgn Weft Indsi tflailds | that 
trsde, which the prefimt bill west to abolihi hai now, hd 
iaid, hardly any extfteiice) from the French Weft India 
ifiands, thic peffons engaged in thb traffic were OQtirelf ex* 
dnded, and the trade to die Spanifli iflaadf wat at an eM» aa 
hciinderftood the perfons who had oontra£led for that, were 
Bdt now in a fitoatidnto contixme to carry it on* He thera- 
fore thought die bill wotdd be ufelefs at the beft, and Aould 
Aerefore oppofe it, and did not^doiibt but he flmild hare % 
nufority % aa many of die Gcndemen who concurf ed in die 
ibraer Tote, for die gradual aboiitton, did it from a hope, that 
it would fettle die minds of tbepe^kvpondieftibJeAy and 
fet the queftion at reft. 

' Jfr. JF2/tfra^ began widt declarmg that he woold not en« 
tea into-a dtfcui&on rf the merits of the bill propdfed to be 
brought in by the prefent motion : But ife was matter of fingo* 
lar legret to him diat this f ubjed had not been more attended 
to in anodier AfiemUy, and more earneftneft maaifcfted 
lefpeding a matter of fo much magnitude in ttfidf% and fo 
much ferioiit importanee in the caufe of humanity. He hoped 
the Hon. Mover of the queftion would perfift in his fiift re«> 
Ibhition upon thif fubjeA for the total and immediate abolkioa 
of this aboaanahie trade. He fliouid be fonry indeed to fee an 
abatement in the zeal of that Houfe upon the fubjed. If 
they afiMas'diey had done with a Tiew of piadEng the matter 
hff without determining upon it> that was not» in his humble 

SntAottf much to tiieir credit. It was the undoubted duty of 
e Houfe of Commons to watch theh^ oondudl^ and mew 
tiiem that'they were not k& eealous at this time than they 
were'when they carried up their refoluciont That they were 
determined to keep the fubjed alive i that ther would agitate it 
day after day» and from time to time, until fney had brought 
that Aflembly to a fenfe of their Aame, and a determination 
to do dieir duty, which at prefent dicy feemed unwilling to do. 
He therefidre would put it to the Hon. Gentleman as a queftion^ 
whether he did not think it his duty to renew ail his former 
meafures for the abolition of the Slave Trade ? It had been 
&id, that die time was inconvenient for agitating the queftion^ 
and that the danger was great. No time could be inconvenient ; 
no danger eould be fo prefling^M to aUow that Houfe to con- 
tinue fudi grofs injuftice, as that which attended the Slave 
Trade. The Hon. Baronet, who oppofed the motion then be- 
fore the Houfe, went fome time ago to the Weft Indies } when 
he came back, it was faid diat he gave it as his (pinion that the 
abolition of the Slave Trade was pradticable } if fo> there 

could 
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ccmid be no doubt o£ its expediencf. It had been ftataed-alf^ 
bf the Hon. Baioaet that day, that almoft the whole of Ae 
foreign trade^ the.obje£i of this motion, was .at an end. 
Ou^ we not then to take, the earlieft^oppoitunitj of wiping 
away this ftain apon our national charader, cfpecially.whea 
doing fo .would not ^cvaen be prejudicial to our commercial ad- 
vantages? The Hon.. Baronet had iaid^ that the .hill joft 
moved for, would be troublcfome and vexatious to the mer- 
chants who were concerned in the trader What was the tro«« 
Ue of merchants, making up .accounts i What was the ^reza* 
tion of being obliged to attend to the regifter of fliips,.andthe 
examination of a few dockets^ when put in competition with 
the continisaQce of a great, a grofs, and crying injuftice^.that 
revolted humanity and difgraced the national cbara£ier i 
What was dietrouble of a few merchants, or their agents, upon 
a few points in trade, when compared with a traffic carried 
on by means of rapine^ blood,. and the murder of thoufands ? 
Such ob}e£lions were as abfurd as they were mean and artifi- 
cial. Prejudice had too long defeated the admirable attempts 
of mercy. It was now neccfiary that. tl;« commotion {hould 
iubiide, and the unhappy African belndulged» not merely .with 
the profpeft, but the pofle(&on of peace JSuxely it was. not 
poffible for that Houiie .to fuSer fuch a fyftem. of infamy to 
continue* What teafon was ^here that we fliould iandipa a 
pra£HcQ which deprived mankind of almoft all the ri^ts they 
were entitled to by nature? If he was juftifiedtn thefe.oUer^ 
utions, the Houfe, he conceived, would not negative . the mo- 
tion before them. Before he fat down, however, he wiihcd to 
tBLjy that his chief motive in rifing was for the porpofe of 
calling on the Hon. Gentleman who made the motion, to renew 
his former refolutions, and. to bring them forward fpeedily. 

&> WiUiam 'T&ufig fpoke fliortly inxxplanation. 

Colonel Canvtiom^ oppokA the motion, in a fpeech of confi- 
derable length. He iaid, that every credit was due to the 
exertions of the Hon. Mover ^ and he could not help ex- 
preffing his concern, that the zGt of laft year had been frittered 
away by vepeated modifications, by which ^eans that a£t was 
rendered perfe£Uy nugatory, and he trufted that this would 
appear fo too. He avowed his intentions, of oppoEng. every 
-meafure that had the fmalleft reference or tendency to an 
abolition of the trade. When the difadvantages to priarate 
property, when the deficiencies of. public revenue, which 
Ittch a meafure would occafion, were oonfidered, in his opi- 
nion, it demanded the mod firm and perfcvcnng xippofition. 
This was juftifiable, if necefiaTy, both on patriotic piinciples 
and for tnc fekc of individual fecurity',.but in thepsefent 

cafe 
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€2k it was not neceflaryi becaitfe the propofition itfelf w«i 
niigatory. It wis nugatory in the rttro^secl to die ceffatiMi 
of commerce between fore^n colonies fince the commenoc*- 
ment of hoftilities : It was nosatory, fince the prockmattott 
of French fentimentSi and the confuted condition of the 
French republic Whatever were the pretended motives of 
ye&gion, juftice* and humanity9 he fufpe£led the real motives 
of the enthufiafts who propofcd the abohtion of the Slave 
Trade, and dill pcrfifted in believing that their proceedings 
were rather attributable to their difaffedion* That party had 
for years betrayed fymptoms of their hatred towards the eon<>> 
fiitution of tlus country. It became an obligation of duty, 
therefore, to countera^ the premediuted evil, and prevent 
the danger before it raged beyond the reach of remedy. There 
might poiEbly be a collufion with other agents, a combination 
of confpiracies, wherein the attainment of this objed would 
encourage them to purpofes of greater outrage, and finally 
cftablifh that fyftem which it was only concerted to deftroy. He 
would therefore vote againft the motion, believing fincerely 
that all thoughts of abolifhing the Slave Trade originated 
wholly and entirely with tbofe who were the enemies of this 
country and the conftitution of it, both in church and ftate. 

Mr, Dent oppofed the motion alfo, and remonftnited againft 
the formality of a committee on tlie fubjed. Whether par* 
ttal or general, the nieafure was, in his idea^ fo contrary to that 
policy by which this nation had been fupported and enriched, 
that it appeared to him that none but enthufiafts couJd ap- 
ptove it. Already the queftion of the abolition of dieSlave Trade, 
which but two years fince was fo loudly and fo vehemently conw 
denuied, had been wrecked; and only a few of the partizans 
that fo eagerly embarked in it,.werc left to collect the disjointed 
materials of their venture ; and even thefe in a (hort time, he 
doubted not, would be engulphed in oblivion. On the prefent 
proje£i depended the final abolition, and then what would be the 
refult, but anarchy and rebellion ? He proceeded to ftate the 
fuppofed evils attending a final abolition, and repeated feveral 
of the opinions that had before been publiflied at the time 
that mealure was in agitation, when— — 

Mr. Jenhifffon rofe to fpeak to order, and requefted the 
Speaker to ftate the queftion before the Hojufc, for the Gen- 
tleman'* information. 

The Speaker complied. 

Mr. Dent rofe again, and apologized for his digreflion. He 
feared that the prefent was not a time for the prevention of 
the Slave Trade with foreign colonies, as many of our mer- 
chants might be ruined by it. Failures at Liverpool, to the 

extent 
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^xtcAt of 39ayOQol. had already happened, fome of wUch he 
fufpe^ted might have partly originated in.confequenceof the 
proppfed abo^tiooi) more perhaps might follow, and our 
growing profperity be thus vnfonunatcly checked. He took 
^ view of thfi.fituation of our colonies, and the condition of 
the negroes, and anticipated the confequences of their eman- 
cipation« He next proceeded to advert to the fpe^ies of reforin 
wnich was in bis opinion neceflary in evexy conftitution— ^— 
when he was (topped by the interference of the Speaker, for 
irregularity; upon which he concluded, with declaring that 
he mould give his negative to the motion. 

Aldennan Newnham faid, he muft give his negative to the 
motion, as it might lead to the ruin of individuals, and the 
diminution of the fupplies of the ftate. Hitherto we had 
evinced the neceffity of fecuring private property ; toA now 
we were called upon to be the firft to invade it :. Hitherto we 
had been diftrefled for railing the fupplies required for the 
public fervice \ and now we were fubtra^ng tfaofe which im» 

Sofed no burden of feverity, and of which no comf^nt had 
een made. For what reafon ihould we emancipate thafet 
who, from indifputable authority, had been proved to be in a 
better condition t^n tlie labouring peafants in this country ? 
Much had been urced, of the cruelties that they fufiered, and 
the barbarities of their mafters. Hiftory had been traced back 
for more than a century, to fearch out and feled the records 
of thefc abominable crimes \ and what had been thus diligently 
fought after, had been aggregated and exaggerated, to ferve 
the purpofes of enthufiafm, and delude the weak and pitying 
.multitude. The fame means would apply to render matri- 
mony deteftable. Every Gentleman was aware, that, in the 
marriage ftate, which was dignified with the epithet of ^/(j^d!, 
there exifted petty feuds and refentful animoiities. Every 
Gentleman had read and heard of infidelity and puniflunent, 
of flagrant enormities, of men beating their wives, and wives 
, injuring tlieir huibaods, of a£b of violence, and not unfre- 
. quentlj of murder. Would any one, becaufe thefe abufes 
have exifted, maintain the necef&ty of aboliihing the nuptial 
law ? The Alderman contended that the fimilitude was juft, 
and the conclufions were the fame. Slaves in the Weft. Indies 
were confefledly happier than in their native country ; and ex- 
.perienced, in general, as mild and attentive treatment from 
their mafters, as Servants do in England : Nay, their treatment 
might almoft be faid to be equal, in every degree, to that 
which children received from their parents. Thcare was a 
mutual intereft between the plaf^ter and thp ilave, whidx 

enforced 
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would be hjigt^y detrimental to prevent their difpofinte of them 
to the planters of foreign iilaxids* . In his mind it t&eatened 
toe moft^ fatal confequences. If the trade were already 
propped, he faid, the motion was ^ufelefs : If it was not« it 
would be ^ijurious ; and, therefore,' he would vote againft it. ' 
Mr. Eqft gave it as his opinion, that however political it 
inight be to attempt to conceal it, die real queftion aimed at 
was the tota) aboUtion of the Sl^ve Trade ; and therefore he 
conceived that Mr. Whitbread, though differing totally in 
opinion with him, had met it in the moft manly way. The 
motion appeared to him to be inconfiftent with the previous 
refolutions of the Houfe for a gradual abolition of die Slave 
Trade, inaf^nuch a$ it went to an impudiate abolition of part 
pf that trade. When the abolition had been firft propofed, 
it was uniyerfally allowed, that a fubje& oi^fomuch importance 
pught to be difcttfled with caution,' with deliberation, with 
candour, apd folemoitv. Every fgatj was to be heard, and 
levery part of the fubje^ to be examined. That example had 
been imitated by the Lqrds. Two years had been occupied in 
the difcuilion of ^he mes^ure by the Commons ; and as the 
Lords muft neceHarily be equally defirous of gaining the fulleft 
information, before they came to decide upon the refolt of a 
i:omprehenfive and complicated body of <^idence, they merit* 
^d the ptmpft praife for proceeding with extreme caution and 
extreme deliberation. Whenever the Houfe of Peers vrai^ 
mentioned, Mr. Eaft faid, it ought to be with that reverence 
and refpe£l wh^h their rank and fituation claimed. He con«- 
tended that this was not the time for any alteration in the 
pomp^£t with the flaves. When war raged abroad, and diff 
truft and jcaloufy prevailed at home, it would be manifeftly 
wrong to riik any additional evil. When the minds of the 
llaves were heated and agitated as they had been by the excite* 
ment of falfe hopes, and when w^ were defirous of retaining 
the efteem and confidence of the merohants and planters in 
pur Weft Indian (:olonie$» it was improvident and dangerous 
in the extreme to excite apprehenfion apd alarm, or publilh 
do£lrines which, however ipecious in the theory, might by 
their praflipe precipitate and entail ruin and fruitlefs remorfe. 
After a variety of attempts^ and a tedious procefs, to accom-* 
plifli an aboFition . of the trade, th^ meaiure had been over- 
ruled by a large and decided majority. To quiet the minds of 
the Gentlemen, hdwever, who had been inflamed or mifled 
by the falfe philofophic^ expreffions of humanity, which 
he believed fubfifted more in words than thought, fome allevi- 
ation had, he fvppofed, beenjgiven.by theiGonfeat of that 
lloufe to a gradual abolition., Ip^ ib^t a ihort tiaeh^^elapfed 
/ . " " ' '; ^) . ' .1 J>«fcrc 
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before the felf-famc propofitions arc made de nov^ though 
brought forward in an afTumed difguife ; for' exa(^ly what 
thofe propofitions were in fubftance, the prefent were in fadl. 
Mr. Eaft concluded with faying, that he fhould give his deci-' 
five negative to the motion. 

7hi Chancellor of the Exchequer obfenred, that his Hon^ 
Friend (Mr. Ryder) had already Ihewn the ineonfiftcncy o^ 
the arguments ufed by the Hon. Gentlemen who oppofed the 
prefent motion ; it was unneceflary, therefore^ for him to go 
over the fame ground. The Hon. Gentleman who fpoke laft, 
had indeed endeavoured to prove fome ineonfiftcncy between 
the prefent motion, and the former refolutions of the Houfe : 
He Uierefore wiflicd to recal diftin£lly to tjieir recolleftion 
what thofe refolutions were, and what were the grounds on 
^hich they pafled. The flon. Gentleman who fpoke laft had 
faidy that the Houfe had pafled thofe refolutions on the prin- 
ciple " of thereby feUing the quefiion of the Slave Trade at reft J* 
He wiftied to know what the Hon. Gentleman could mean by 
that ezpreffion ? Was it to be fuppofed^ that the Houfe meant, 
by paffing arefolution gradually to abolifh the Slave Trade, 
to do nothing elfe than pafs the refolution, and never adually. 
to abolifh it i And yet this was the only way in which he. 
could undcrftand the Hon; Gentleman's obfervation to have 
any weight* as applied againft' the prefent queftion. 

The cafe was fhortlytnis: The Houfe had rcfolved totally 
to abolifti the Slave-Trade in the year 1 796. His Hon. Friend 
(the Mover) had, indeed, pfevioully propofed the immediate 
abolition, and he had himfelf, together with many others, 
given his vote for that queftion ; a vote which the more he 
tefle£):ed on it, the nK>re was, he fatisfied with having given, 
and which he was pcrfuadcd.he fhould never repent of to the 
laft day of his life. The Houfe, however, had thought, proper 
to negative the motion for an' unqualified abolition : Eut on 
what ground had they done it? Not oh the ground of their 
wi(hing,.with the Hon. Gentleman who fpoke laft, to perpe- 
tuate the Slave Trade, who was left in a very fmall minority 
when that queftion was at iffue : Not on the ground of their 
WiOiin^, a very long continuance of it, as the fubfequent vote 
tt) abohfli it in 1 790 plainly fliewed. But they negatived the 
queftion of immediate abolition, and agreed to abolifti it in 
1796, on the following ground : — It was thought by many 
that if the Slave Trade was fo fuddcnly put an end to, great 
and ferious mifchief might be done to our Weft India planta- 
tions; it was thought alfo by fome, that however juftice 
might call for the abolition of the trade, yet there were fome 
oppofing claims of juftice alfo to be confidcrcd, and that on 
Qji 2 thefe 
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thcfe grounds fomc time ought to be given, it being at the 
fame time generally admitted, that the trade v^as of fuch a 
nature that it was not fit to be continued. 

Thcfc objections to the immediate abolition had not weighed 
indeed widi him; he had endeavoured to prove the fallacy of 
them. Gentlemen who favoured the longer continuance of 
the trade had argued for its continuance, and thofe Gentleroeit* 
who obje£ied to any abolition at all had, in like manner, beea 
heard in favour or their propofition. The ' Houfe had de- 
cided between thefe feveral parties; never was a queilioa 
more fully argued ; and he appealed to the Houfe, whether, 
judging from the expreflions then ufed in debate, as well as 
from the very nature of the vote that was pafled, the grounds 
and principles which he had mentioned were not thofe oa 
which the refolution come to by tlie Houfe of Commons was. 
founded? 

; "Where then was the inconfiftencj of the motion now pro- 
pofed? The Houfe having determmed that the Slave Trado 
ihall be aboliifhed, but having poftponed the period of abolition, 
till the year 1 795, on account of fome fuppofed detrimient or 
hijuftice to our Weft India iflands, a motion is this day made, 
to abolifh immediately that part of the Slave Trade which does 
not refped our Weft India iflands, but which applies to the 
foreign iflands only. It was alfo to be obferved, that the 
foreign Slave Trade having aQually ceafed of itfelf, the 
motion was not fo much a motion to aboli(h it, as to prevcnc 
its revival. The qucftion was, whether we fhould fufFer 
Britifli fubjefls again to fet on foot a branch of that trade, the. 
whole of which the Houfe had condemned as unjuft, and had 
on that ground forbid the continuation of beyond 1796? It 
Was by no means inconfiftent to ai^oliih a part of that now, of 
which the whole was determined to be aboliflied two years 
hence. On the contrary, the meafure now propofed might 
Ire confidered as one (lep towards the gradual abolition that 
was agreed upon. 

An argument agalnft the pre fen t queftion had been ait- 
tempted to be drawn from the proceedings on this fubje& 
liow pending in the other Houfe. In his opinion, the con^ 
iideration ot thofe proceedings led to the adoption of the pro^^ 
fent motion. Witliout' entering into the particular difcumon 
of any thing that had pafled in the Houfe of Lords, he 
thought it proper to obfcrve, that their Lordfliips had, in. 
point of faft, fpcnt only four days in the whole of the laft year 
in examining the Slave Trade evidence. 

What were the rcafons that induced the Houfe of Lords to 
beitow fo few days on the examination of a fubje£l which had 

f* 



Vts. 7*] WOQDir/U;L*S PAftLIAUENTARY REPORTS. ^Of 

fo 4ccplyeQgi^e4 the Houfe o£ Commons, and had ocaip'ied 
(o valfc a portion jof the time of their Committee^ it did not 
beloog to htni to inquire He wifhed to fpeak with that re^ 
4pe£t which was. due ftom one Hbufe of Parliament to the 
other, and he muft pxefunie, thercfoce^ that their Lord(hips 
had good reafons for the ilownefs of their proceedings; but tf 
ht afUoic^ tlus to be the cafe> he was oniy bound fo much the 
more to votefgr the prefeiit motion,, the objed^ of which waa^ 
to feparate that part, of the Slave Trade inqueftion, which 
wafli ihort and fimple, and admitted of a ^ore immediate de*^ 
cifion, ft^m than other part of it, ifinliich involved fo long an 
<jiami9ation« He thought the tHoufe was bound, t1ierefore» 
on every principle of confiiiency, to fend u{> a feparate bill to 
their JU>rdfliips foTvthe abolition 'of thd Fot^ign Slavo Trade % 
for tlie contimiatxce, or rather the revival of which, pd-mtak 
could fay that any argument, either of neceffityor of juftic^ 
to individuals^ or q£ great national policy, could be pieadeds 
Under all the circunftances that lie Had ftated^ Mr J Pitt 
ended by obferring, that ail thofe who had voted * foif 
the tn)mediate abolition, maft unqucftionably vote for th^ 
prefent motion ; all thofii who had' voted for the refolutioik 
agreed to .by the Houfe to aboKAi tlie whole trade In i'jg6^ 
en the gnounds which he had Hated,' would alfo vote for the 
prefent. motion $. all thofe who had favoured a gradual hut 
more drilant abolition on the fame grounds, muft^lfoVotef 
for. the prefent motion i all thofe who, though they were 
Kainft a. general abolition, were againft rt only on the ground 
91 daagisr to.our Weft India colopies^ would alfo vote for the 
prefent motion. He added, that M t^iofe Gentlemen. who 
were againft a. general abolition on other grounds, miglfi ne- 
ver thelef$ vote tut the motion ; for the abolition of the Foreigti 
Skive Trade .iitos altogether a diftin£l queftion fronk that of 
geut^ral. abolition. The propofition ch^n before the Houfe, 
W2(9 om^ which all friends to the general abc^ition, of what- 
<ver clafs, muO: agree to, and in which many even of its en?- 
•mies migAf join on. very obvious grounds, without any im-' 
peachmcat of their cohffftency. ' .1 t : 

. Afr, Payfie focaie&d himfelf td dtQike the motion.' He' 
admitted, that when humanify' was oppofed to intereft, the 
litter ought' to give way-, in the pretent inftance, however, 
he was of opinion»i rfhat the natives of Africa were not ycc 
fufficiently matured by .civilization to receive their liberty and 
freedom i and that eniiincipating th^fe who were not fuffi- 
ciently enlightened to underftand altd feel the blcffings of li- 
herty, would be like putting a fword ifito the hands of a raid- • 
man. Thcflavcs in Africa, it w;is generally agreed,' were in 

a much 



Opponents; and as advantage had been taken of bis haidag; 
purpofely forborne fram aigning againft tbe ihjttftice aad 
cruelty of the SlaTe Trade in general, as being imncctfary to 
his prcfent purpofe, he xnnft begin by remising Gentlemcnt 
that there was a place called AFrica^ where <he etk€ts of dus 
detefted traffic were evcry«wbere written m characters of 
blood. 

- He mnft next remind them of what they Tppcvtd to hxwe 
forgotten; that there were fach principles as jnftice anctreli« 
gion* Gentlemen were fond of talking of humanity, but the 
term was fo indeterminate in its application^ and had been to 
groily abufedy that, for his part, he was almoft fick of it^ 
and was rather defirous of reiling his catife on 'the ibtid^ mi* 
alterable principles of jxfflice and religion. 

An Hom^rable Member behind him, who was in the 
Hoofe when the bniinefs was firil agitated, -and baring beeitf 
fbme'tim^ out of Parliament, had lately refumed his feat, 
mnft, he thought, hare been afleep during the snterral^ or he 
would not have agafn revived that antiquated, and fo long 
dormant atgument, that if the Slave Trade Aioukt be abo- 
Itffaed, the ilaves in hafnd, not finding purchafers, would all 
be mafi&ored. If the Hon. Gentleman was really in eameftt 
it might be fufficient to refer him to a recent fa£t) which had 
been ftated by his Hon. Friend, that when, in confeqnence 
of At demand for Haves having been lately lefienol, the 
^ptains^of certain flavo-ihips whioi were on the coaft> thought 
Aey might take the opportunity of greatly reducing the 
]>rice6, the natives refufed to confent to the abatement, and 
d^lared, fhey would fet the Oaves to work, rather than fell 
them at fo low a rate* But he need not reibrt to thb foKtarjr 
inftance : The accounts received by the Sicrra-Lconc Com-* 
pany fiiewed tliat the declenfion of the Slave Trade, inftead 
6{ being followed by any bad confequences, was evcry-whcre 
producing and favouring the growth, and prdgrefsj and ge- 
neral prevalence of commerce, agricuhut^, and civiliza*' 
tion, throughout the defolated coaft of Africa. 

Several obje£Hons had been taken agaiftil his prefcnt m^ 
tiofi^' on account of ibme particular claufe^ contained in his 
bill of'thtf-laft year, but it was wholly out of order to difcuf» 
tfihefe in the-()refent ftate of the queftion. -He was now only 
inoving for leave to bring in a bill, and for srught arty Gentle-i 
ni^ii hftd aifig;ht to faf, the biU'ho ihbuld n^w bnng tnmight 
Utf-extMiltfif differed t fVoin tklt of the laft yean c 
'• Birt'thi arg^ents'WMclh had been tit^d a^dinft hlm-^Ae' 
m(gl<c^njfi4kllif;^ wei^*^^ thifr'*el4ig aYi^ imprc^ey 

iMs'P>t^tM b«togiUg^4;i]^fi(r4-af tlii£^fo]}j«&^4li 'imy' ihape« 
-fvqqo for 
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£cr Ins own part, fac was of a dmStlj bppofite opinioni being 
perfuadedthat) for many reafon^ the prefent time was above 
all others the fitteft for the purpofe. In the firft place, as he 
had before ftated, the foreign Slave Trade had, at this itme, 
almoft entirely ceafed ; all dierefore that was now neceflary, 
•was to prevent its revival. In the next place, this certainly 
was a time when, of all others, it was defirable to imprels 
the pobGc mind with refpe£l for the chara&er of Parliament* 
and it could not but produce fentiments of a very different 
nature, if, in dire& violation too of their own folemn decla- 
rations, they fliould appear willing to return again to a fyftem 
4>f wickednefs they had determined to abandon. 

But he muft go itill further ; what opinion would be formed 
of the Houfe of Commons, if, after declaring in their late 
Addiefs to his Majefty, in the face of all Europe, *' That . 
they would ftudy to render their condu£l a contrail to that of 
their enemies, and, by cultivating and praiAifing the princi- 
ples of humanity, and the duties of religion, wovdd endeavour 
to merit the continuance of the Divine favour and prote^^ion, 
which had been So eminently experienced by thefe kingdoms,'* 
if they were fo foon to forget this folemn declaration, and to 
a£l on the very principles they had afFe£ted to condemn ? 
There was no man, Mr. Wilberforcc faid, who was, perhaps, 
more decplv imprefled than himfelf, with a fenfe of the enor- 
mities that nad oeen praftifed in a neighbouring country ; but 
he muft plainly declare, that the Slave Trade amn'ded through- 
out but too faithful a parallel. Did the French feek to fill 
their exchequer by confifcations and unjuft convi£):ions ? So 
did we, by our agents in the Slave Trade. Did the French 
feek to enrich themfelves by rapine and flaughter, by a£ls of 
injuftice and violence at home, and by depredations on their 
neighbours ? This was the very pidure of the Slave Trade as 
carried on in Africa* And as for the ihocking impieties of « 
the French, the Slave Trade, he muft fay, was a fyftem of 
praflical atheifm ; and he thought Gentlemen ought either to 
avow the principle, or abandon the practice. It was moft of 
all difgufting, to hear men take the name of religion into 
their mouths, and then difgrace it by the fliamelefs violation 
of its di£late& This, he confefied, was to' his mind a moft 
awful confideration. The prefent was a critical period^ 
when every one who did not difclalm the very idea of the 
proteAion of Providence, muft be folicitous to avert the ga- 
thering ftorm, by defifting from whatever might tend to draw 
down the Divine vengeance. 

The guilt of fuch a fyftem of wickednefs and cruelty as the 

Slave TradC) was a load of which every ferious well-wiQier to 
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his conntty would gladly difenciunber her. ^ Let me fit 
heavy on thy foul to-morrow.*' The confcioufnefs of fuch 
crimes, deliberately and fyftematically adhered to» was enough 
to wei^h down the fpirits of every religious mind* 

With regard to the appeal which had been made to him bj 
an Hon. Member (Mr. Whi thread), he felt the more dit- 
pofed to attend to it, becaufe of the uniform and zealous 
fupport that Gentleman had always afibrded him. He would 
afltire the Hon. Gentleman, that his zeal was in no degree 
abated \ he certainly thought, on the whole, that it was better, 
on the day on which he was then fpeaking, merely to bring 
forward the bill for preventing the fupplying of foreigners, 
but he would not pledge himfelt for what he might do the 
very next day ; and as his refolution never to defifi from his 
efibrts till a complete abolition Ihould be obtained, remained 
as ftrong as ever, fo he ihould certainly lofe no opportunity 
of carrying his determination into eiied:. 
• The Houf« divided, for the motion - 63 

Againfi it - 40 

The bill was then ordered to be brought in. 

SALARIES, &c« 

Mr. Fox fignified from Mr. Sheridan, that he fliould be 
ready any day in the next week, to make his motion on the 
Salaries and Appointments of different Gentlemen, fince the 
commencement of the war. It was then underflood that it 
would come on on Tuefday, if Mr. Wigley's motion fhould 
not be very long. 

It was underflood alfo, that Mr. Fox's motion on the Coo- 
voys ihould iland for Thurfday. 

Adjourned to Monday. 



HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, February 10. 

The Earl of Lauderdale (on the part of the Marquis of Lanf- 
down) gave notice of the intention of the Marquis to bring 
forward a motion on Friday next, tending to give peace to the 
country, upon which he moved their Lordihips to be fummon- 
cd. — Ordered. 

The Earl of Albemarle movcdi that their I^ordihips be fum- 
moned for Monday next, when he would ilatc his fentiments 
in fupport of a motion which he ihould take the liberty of 
offering to their Lordfliips on the fubjeft of the illegality of 
landing foreign troops in England, without the confent of 
Parliament prcvioqfly obtained.— Ordered. 

6 HANO- 
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HANOVERIAN TROOPS. 
Mr. Whithread rofe to fubmit a motion to the Houfe, to 
which he did not conceive any oppofition could be given. By 
the Papers upon their Table, it appeared that a body of no 
kfs than 1 8,000 Hanoverian troops had been taken into the 
pay of this country. There had alfo been laid upon their 
Table, a number of Treaties entered into by the King of Great 
Britain and feveral German Princes, upon uie fubjed^ of taking 
their refpeftive troops into Britifli pay ; but among thefe he 
could not find any contrad or treaty, by virtue of which the 
Hanoveriaii troops were fo fubfidized. Now it was certain, 
that Hanover was a Sovereignty perfe£ily diftinfl: from that of 
Great Britain ; and that his Majefty was to be confidered in a 
diftin£k and difierent point of view, as Eleftor of Hanover 
and Sovereign of Great Britain; he conceived that fomefuch 
Treaty muft ncceffarily have been entered into, by virtue of 
which the troops alluded to were employed. Mr. Whitbread 
concluded with moving, ** That an humble addrcfs be pre- 
fented to his Majefty, praying that he will be gracioufly pleaf- 
cd to give dircftions that there 'be laid before the Houfe a 
copy of the treaty entered into for engaging troops from 
tlie Eledor of Hanover, in the pay of the King of Great 
Britain." 

The Chajicellor of the Exchequer faid, it was not a novelty 
for this country to employ Hanoverian troops, but he believed 
that this was the firA: time a treaty between the King of 
England aod the Eledor of Hanover had been talked 
of. His Majefty united in his perfdh thefe two powers. 
There had been no fuch thing as a treaty on the fubjeft 
of the employment of the Hanoverian troops in the 
fervicc of Great Britain; nothing of that fort had ever 
exifted. But there were articles in which his Majefty 
engaged to etnploy certain troops from Hanover in the 
fervice of this country, under certain fpecified conditions* 
Thefe articles were communicated from the Secretary of State 
to the Board of Trcafury. He repeated it, that he had 
never heard of fuch a paper being moved for as a treaty be- 
tween the diftin£b powers of King of England and Ele&or of 
Hanover, but he faw no obje£lion to producing the articles he 
had mentioned, if the Hpn. Gentleman would reduce his mo- 
tion into a proper form foir that purpofe. 

Mr, JVhitbread faid, he had no objedion to any modification 
of his motion, orto any form of phrafe that might be fuggefted, 
provided he obtained the fubftance of what he wanted : Treaty, 
Agreement, Communication, were terms alike to him; he 
wanted the inftrument in which the E/e^or of Hanover cngzgcd 
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to fupply the King of England with tpoops ; the Right Hon. 
Gentleman fliould give h a name, and he would ibea xnq^e for it. 
The motion was then put in the following fosii ; ^ Thai 
sn humble addrefs be prefented to his Majeftj* prayiAg tlui% 
he will be gracioufly pleafed to give direifiioos chat theie be 
laid before the Houfe a copy of the articka» accordtag tfi 
which, his Majefty has been pleafed to order his ElcStoni 
troops to be employed in the fenrice of Great Britain.'*— 
Ordered. 

LANDING OF HESSIAN TROOPS. 

Mr, Grey faid, in confequence of a notice he had foroettm<s 
fincegiven,herofe to make a motion which 2ppeaved to him to be 
of eiTential confequence to thcConftitution, and to the liberties of 
this kingdom. It was not neceflary at any time^Mr. Grey ob* 
fenred, but lead of all at this time, for him, or for toy mem- 
ber of that Houfe, to make an apology for bringing a notion 
forward, when he few, or thought he faw, any meafure which 
appeared to be an attack upon the conititution ; and not the 
lefs dangerous on account of its being in its tendency an tncreafe 
of the royal prerogative, than it would have been if it avow- 
edly flowed from a fpirit of popular encroachment on the 
power of the crown. Thefe points were equally obje^lionablo 
to him, becaufe he confidered them to be equally hoftile to the 
fpirit of our conflitution. 

He faid, he (bould wiih to clear the queftion from all ex* 
trinfic matter, and difencumber it of all confiderations with 
which it was not immediatelv connefled. The point which 
he had to cdabliih, was in itielf plain and fimple \ and that it 
might not be mixed with incidents and objeds of difcuiBon 
that were foreien to it, he iliould fet out wiui declaring, that, 
as far as related to the prefent queftion, he did not mean to 
confider how far it might or might not be expedient to intro- 
duce at this time foreign troops into this country: His obje£l 
was, to prove, that, whether expedient or not, the meafure it- 
felf was clearly unconftitucional and undeniably illegal \ that 
the King had no power to introduce them without the confent 
of Parliament. Occafions might occur fo alarming and fo 
dangerous, that it might in fuch cafes be proper to introduce 
foreign troops into this country, but he conceived that it 
fhould never be done except in cafes of extreme exigency and 
proved necelfity : He would boldly aflirm it never could be 
done legally but by the conlent of Parliament; and never 
fhould be fufFered to be done without being watched by the 
Houfe of Commons with that conftitutional jealoufy which 
was the bcft part of the charafler of that Houfe, and the beft 
fecurity for the rights and liberties of tlie people. A wocthy 

Alderman 
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AMcnnan (A14erman Newnham) had on a former day er<* 
preiled his fatiefc^ftioii. at the landing of thefe foreign troops 
in this country, becauic, he deciar^y he was perfuaded that 
they were intended for the defence of this country. Having 
no inforn\ation» he had nothing to fay upon that occafion ^ but 
although he was not veady to deny, that, for the purpofe of our 
owa defence, wte flxould fometimes employ foreign troops, yet 
be; coutd not be)p thinking, that die wifeft courfe for us to 
purfue in genera) would be, to rely on what, upon a former 
night, hadbeen emphatically termed ^^ the energy of an armed 
nation." Thefe^ however* were confiderations not immediately 
within his purpofe. The point which he had to maintain was 
that wliich he had already dated, namely, ,*^ that it was con^ 
trary to the principles of the conftitution, and againfl; the lawf . 
of dius country, for the King to introduce, under any pretence 
whatever, foreign troc^s here, without having previoufly ob- 
tained a Parliamentary fan£lion for it." This was the fole 
point he meant to difcufs, and it was clear to him that th^ 
King had no fiich right* If the King had a right to introduce 
into this country foreign* troops without the previous confent 
of Parliament^ and that the exercife of that right was ex^ 
pedient at the ptefent moment, let Gentlemen who thouj^t fo 
come forwardi avow their opinions, maintain them by argu* 
meat, and meet his propofition with a dire£l negative. If, o|i 
the other band, the legaTity was admitted to be doubtful, but the 
exercife of the power under the pvefent circumftances expe- 
dient, ftill he hoped the point itfelf would be fairly argued and 
finally determined and clofed, inftead of being avoided by 
the accommodating fhift of a previous queftion. The que& 
tion he mud again repeat was this, ^^ Has the King, or has he 
not, at any time, under any pretence whatever, a right to in- 
troduce into this country any foreign troops without the pre* 
vious confent of Parliament ?— Is that a£t,or is it not, legal?'* 
This was a point on which there (hould be no ihifting, he ex*? 
peded it to be finally determined that night, and that the 
queftion, by the decifion of the Hoafe, would be fet at reft for 
ever. 

In examining the nature and merits of the queftiony Mr. 
Grey faid, it would not be neceflary for him to recur to the 
earlier period of the military law of this country; we know 
that in thofe ancient times there was no fuch chara£^er known 
as a regular foldiex^ inferior lords held military tenures, and 
fupplied the ftate by a number of their vaflafs for a limited 
time. Neither in the time of Charles the Second had there 
been any fuch thing recognifed by the common law of the 
country, as a ftanding army, except an army created by Par- 
liament; 
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o( Chatham was then a member of the Hoiafe of CominoiM» 
dind he faid, that the landing of thofe tfoops was uoconftito* 
tional, and that he would idipeach the minifter who flioald dare 
ot advifc his Majefty to ^o fo: Upon which the Afk of 
Indemnity was paflTed. Mr* Grey alhided to the 29th of 
Geo. II. when the Marine Mutiny Bill was firft pafled, and 
alfo to the 8th of his prefent Majdly, to prove that the King 
had no power to have foreign troops in this country without 
the previous fandion of Parliament. He ftated that upon 
the Farliament of Ireland increafing the military eftablifhment, 
of that kingdom from 12 to 15,000 men, it was (b thoroughl]^ 
nnderftood, that the Crown had no right to make ufe of fucn 
additional^force within the Britifli dominions, without the pr&* 
tious concurrence of Parliament, that this 2iEt wa» pafled ex« 
prefsly for that purpofe. And here he conceived he might 
reft the cafe, bat diat, as he had before obferved, there had of 
late been a difpofition and a pra£tice vary much to argue every 
Aing upon precedent. To the weiglft and force of precedents 
in the decifion of any queftion agitated in that Houfe, be 
confefled he was not inclined 'to pay that implicit re* 
(pe£l, which feemcd to be demanded in iheir favour; 
where they tallied with the eternal fitnefs and principles 
of any meafure, they no doubt fliould have their weight* 
If any man could produce a precedent every Scffion of Parlia- 
ment fince the Revolution, for a meafure which appeared to 
him to be bad in itfelf, and contradicted the principles of the 
lleyolution, he fhould pay but little regard to any of tfaem« 
He need not however make this obfervation on account of his 
argument, as he apprehended there was in reality no prcce^** 
dent for the landing of thefe troops, under fuch ctrcumftances 
as belonged to the cafe. He ftated different inftances of mef- 
fages from the Throne, immediately relative to the bnding of 
foreign troops in this countrv^ from the year 17 15* down to 
the prefent time. Upon the mtroduClton of D^tch troops, he 
did not find there was or had been any Parliamentary proceed- 
ing. In 1745, upon the introdudion of Heflian troops, the 
King fent a mcffagc to Parliament, in which it was obfervable, 
that his Majefty ftated both the precife numbers of the troops 
fo brought over( which had not beendone in the prefent inftance), 
and the occafion and necef&ty of fending for them, namely, the 
preparations making in the ports of France for the Invafion of 
this country, and the zStuzl landing of a body of French troops 
in Scotland. The addrefs in anfwer to this meflage, although 
it pafled that Houfc, yet was ftrenuoufly oppofed in the 
Lords, and a'protcft entered againft it; in which the prerogative 
of the meafure was queftioned and refilled, as dangerous and un- 
conftitutionaK In like manner in 1756, previous to the iatroduo 

tioa 



fei. io.] woodfau'S paruamentarv reports. 3a t 

tion of the Heflian troops, a meffage was delivered from the 
King, acquainting the Parliament of the circuxnfta.nce. And 
the Commons, in anfwer, befought his Majefty to add to that 
foreign force, by bringing over a body of Hanoverians. 
Upon this occafion it was likewifc obfervablei that at the clofc 
of the Seffions, their Speaker (Mr. Onflow) made a celebrated 
fpeech to his Majeftv in the Houfe of Lords, and in addrefiing 
the Throne, reminded his Majefty of the danger and delicacy 
of introducing foreign troops, of the alarm which fuch a mea- 
fure muft neccflarily create throughout the kingdom $ exprelt 
ing likcwife the confidetice of the Houfe, tliat his Majefty 
would make a wife and temperate ufe of tlie important trull 
repofed in his hands. Mr. Grey faid, he would next ftate the 
cafe of the year 1775, when the bill of indemnity was pafled 
the Houfe upon occafion of fubftituting foreign troops at Gib- 
raltar and Minorca in lieu of thofe fent to America, And he 
faid, he hoped to find the talents of a Right Hon. Gentlemaa 
(Mr. Burke;, who had fo eminently diftinguiOied himfelf upon 
that occafion in oppofing the prerogative of the Crown, 
equally alive and aftive upon the prefent in the fupport of the • 
• fame conftitutional principles. Minifters at that time thought fit 
to defend themfelves upon theneceffity of the meafure, but gave 
up every pretence that it was either conftitutional or legal, and 
fcreencd themfelves behind a bill of indemnity: Againfl; 
that meafure there had been a very fpirited proteft enteced on 
the Journals of the Houfe of Lords, and Cgned by many of 
the higheft charafters in the Peerage ; among them the Duke 
of Richmond, who was at this time one of the Cabinet ad- 
vifers of the King, and who poflibly might at this day think 
that meafure legal and conftitutional againft which he had pro- 
tefted in the year 1775. The Right Hon. Gentleman opppfite 
him (Mr. Pitt) had infinuated, for he had not afterted it openly 
and boldly, that the check the Houfe of Commons poflefted 
over the improper exercife of this prerogative, confifted in the 
bill which tnat noufe might be called upon to pafs, for billeting 
thbfe foreigners in like manner as our native troops. "What 
degree of check they poflefled by the neceffity of fuch a hill 
he left Gentlemen to judge who contemplated the unccafing 
and extenfive increafe of barracks throughout the kingdom 
during the laft year. On the other hand, he ftood forward to 
maintain, that whenever a meafure, fuch as the fubjefit of 
their prefent confideration, became neceffary, minifters fliould 
cither obtain the pi;evicus coriff^nt of Parliament 10 it i or, when 
it clearly arofe from circumftanccs that were unavoidable, 
they ought to apply for a bill of indemnity. The Houfe 
ought to come to an immediate determinatibn upon fo import- 
ant a ful^cft. In his opinion it was a qucftion of the Bid 
Vol. I. S s mag- 



Sift WOODFALL*S PARUAMENTARY REPORTS. [Cohuonc 

magnitude to the conftitution of England, and important to 
the very principle of freedom itfelf ; for of what avail was it to ns^ 
to fay or think we were free, if the King had power to intro- 
duce among us any number of foreign troops that he might 
think fit, to overawe and fubdue his fubje£l:s at his plcafure? 
He did not mean to infmuate, much lefs to aflert, that his Ma- 
jefty had any fuch intenticti ; but the zGt was in itfelf alarming, 
and ought to roufe the conditutional jealoufy of that Hou(e. 
Gentlemen might decide upon it as they thought proper : He 
was on his part pcrfuadcd, that in the country the vote of that 
night would be taken as a teft of the real lentiments of the 
Houfe of Commons. He begged leave therefore moft ferioufly 
to remind Gentlanen, that, while they daily expreffeit their 
alarms at popular encroachments on his Majcfty's prerogatives, 
or a difpofition in fomc to difobcdiencc to lawful authority, it 
Would highly become them not to fit filent, and negleft the 
rights and privileges of the people. Indeed it appeared 
to him to be tlie moft melancholy part of the chatafterof the 
times, that while thofc in authority were punilhing with unre- 
lenting rigour and feverity many poor ignorant individuals for ' 
a few offences, and fome of them pofiibly mifled by men who 
are now in his Majefty's cabinet, they wefe neglefting the moft 
important intercfts of the people oi this country ty unnecef- 
farily extending the royal prerogative, and treating with con - 
' tempt all arguments in favour of popular rights; 3iis he con- 
ceived to be treafon againft the conftitution of the country. 
We might as well declaie at once, " that the Revolution, in which 
fome weak men might have gloried, was nothing more than a 
fuccefsful rebellion ; that the prefent family, whohappily for the 
people filled the throne of thefe kingdoms, are ufuipers — that 
paffive obedience and non-refiftance are the beft doArines— 
that oppofition to fovereign power, at any time, and under any 
circumftances, is an oppofition to the ordinance of God — ^that 
the anions of tyrants are not to be examined by the people, for 
that fovereigns are God's vicegerents upon earth, and ac- 
countable only to God for their aftions— that under any op- 
preifion whatever, refiftanceis a crime, and implicit obedience 
18 a duty of the fubjeft/* Thefe were doflrines which it 
would be candid to avow at once, if the rights of the people 
"wcrt to be altogether negledcd, and no attempt was ever to be 
made to check any increafing prerogative of the crown ; and if 
we were to proceed in puniSiing every miferable man without 
mercy, for endeavouring to call the attention of the public to 
any popular neglefted rights, under the pretence of avoiding 
the anarchy and confuCon of France. There was no man in 
the country, who abhorred more than he did the fcenes of vio- 
iencc, difordef, murder, and defolation, now afting in France. 
6 • He 
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He detefti^d their prefent government : He thought it 
what It had been lately called by his Right Hon, Friend (Mr- 
Fox), a furious |ind rigid tyranny.— Furious and rigid it cer- 
tainly was, and the laft form of govermnent under which hp 
would wifli to live : Ana were he obliged to msike his option 
between the two, he had no fcruple to dccUrf that he had rar 
ther live under Caligula op Nero, than uader the prefent go- 
vernment of Fr;3ince. Againft fuch a fyftem the laft drop of 
blood he had he would confent to (hed -, but he would make 
no lefs exertion againft encroachments upon the rights of the 
people by extenfions of the royal prerogative. He hoped wc 
were not in fo defperate a fituation, that to avoid one extreme 
we were neccflarily to be driven into its oppofite j for our con- 
ftitution admitted of neither. He was fure his Majefty had 
no bad intention in the ^xercife of his power, but it was thp 
duty of that Houfe to watch over the prferogative which his 
minifters might advife him to make ufe of-, and he was fure 
alfo that hia. Majefty would i}ot think Parliament ihewcd 
any diftruft in him oy following the ftep s of the conftitu^ 
tional Parliament in the time of King William. " jftque eg9 
hoc non in M. TuUio^ neque hu tcfnporibus ^eretr, Scd in magna 
civitatCy mult a et varia ingeniaJunU Potefl ^Uo Umpore^ alio con^ 
/ult\ cut item exercUus so manusjtty falfum aliauid pro vero credi. 
Ubi hoc exe/npJoj per femtus decntum^ Conful glaaium eduxerit s 
quis ilU Jinem Ifiatuetj aut quis moderabitur P" Mr. Grey con- 
cluded with moving, " That to employ foreigners in any fitua* 
tion of mlUtary truft, or to bring foreign troops into this 
kingdom, without the confent of^Parliament mft had and 
obtained, is contrary to law." 

Mr. Powis opposed the motion, and afligned the reaibns 
which led him to do fo, notwithftanding that he had on a 
former occaGon contended againft the principle of the crown 
having a right to introduce foreign troops into the kingdom witlv- 
out the confent of Parliament. It was true that he had fever^l 
times expreiTed a defire that the Houfe ftiould be watchful over 
the miniftcr and the prerogatives of the crown : This he allow- 
ed to be one part of the duty of a member of that Houfe 9 bif t 
lie muft contend that it was not the only duty of a member of * 
Parliament. That duty was to be regulated oy cifcumftance^. 
He knew that tliey ought to Se on their guard againft the 
vtiltus injlantis tyranni*, but at prefent civium ardor prava juben^ 
tium was more to be dreaded ; and he confeiTed that at the pre- 
fent moment half a dozen perfons with red caps or bonnets on 
their heads, arraying themfelves in order of battle, woiCl4 
alarm him more than crowns and fceptres, or all the regalia of 
monarchy. The greater part of the arguments of the Hon. 
Gentleman who brought this fubjc£t forward^ appeared to him 
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Mr. Whitbread faid, that notwithftanding tJie argutncnti' 
that ,had been urged by the Hon. Gentleman who f^oke lail, 
it would be difficulty from a minute attention Xo his fpeech^ 
to reconcile the vote which he had faid he would give, with his 
votes and fpceches on former occations ; he muft oe wrong in 
the prcfent inftance, or have been wrong in the othcVs. One 
thing, however, he could not pafs unnoticed, and that was, 
the mode of infinuation againft cbarafters, which was con- 
tinually reforted to of late in the moft unwarrantable manner. 
He held it to be equally unfair and unmanly to endeavour by 
any infinuation to injure charaftcrs, againft whom no charge 
df any fort lay, or was even attempted to be ftated by thofe whe 
madefuch inCnuations. If the Hon. Gentleman knew any 
thing that could juftify his infinuation^, he called upon him 
to fpeak out. Mr. Whitbread fupported the motion upon 
grounds of expediency, and the illegality of having or main- 
taining in Great Britain foreign troops without the co^fent of 
Parliament. From the debates and decifion of that Houfe 
in 1775, on a fimilar motion, the illegality was clear ; and he 
believed the Hon. Gentleman, with many others, joined in 
that opinion, as the general fenfe of the Houfe. What 
had happened fince, that ought to alter that opinion, or what 
danger might be dreaded from the introduction of red 
bonnets iitto this country, that could tend to render that 
legal in 1794, which was declared not to be fo in 1774, 
he knew not ; and he would aflc if ever there would be a 
more proper or favourable time to watch with the greateft 
caution every cxtenfion of prerogative, than when ^the artful 
deceit and mifreprefentation of miniilers held forth an 
' idea, that much was to be feared from the democracy of the 
times, and if it were not checked, tyranny of die worft kind 
would foon overwhelm us. He thought very differently, and 
dreaded the extenfion of the prerogative of the Crown more 
than any probability of popular tumult. The illegality of 
employing foreign troops within the kingdom, was eftabliflied 
by every precedent that had been quoted : It took its fourcc 
from the Revolution. The ref ufal to allow King William Dutch 
guards, was a precedent, and the Bill of Rights, ftated clearly 
that no foreigner, nor any other than a natural-born fubje& of 
this country, could hold any civil or military employment of 
emolument under Government, within the kingdom. The 
prefent queition however was too ftrong and important to re- 
quire the aid of precedent, becaufe when Gentlemen entirely 
gave way to the arguments of precedent, it would'bc-eafy enough 
for minifters to* find precedent, at fome period orodieiv for 
any thing ihcy might wifh to carry through : Indeed, he be- 
lieved there was nothing, however bad, without a preoed«nt. 

The 



\ 



